
 

 

"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,  
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian community of faith, living our love for 

God and neighbor while growing together as disciples of Christ." 

 Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time                                Sunday, February 16, 2020 
 

 
WEEKEND MASSES 

 

Saturday Vigil Masses 
5:30pm   

Missa em Português: 7:30pm 
 

Sunday Masses 
7:30am, 9:00am, 10:45am,  

12:30pm, 5:30pm 
Misa en Español:  2:00pm  

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Monday through Friday 
7:30am and 12:15pm 

 

Saturday Masses 
8:30am Mass 

(Morning Prayer and  
Benediction 8:10am) 

 

First Friday Mass 7:30pm 
Third Friday Mass 7:30pm 

*Fourth Friday Mass 7:30pm  
*(en Español) 

 

Reconciliation (Confession) 
Monday to Friday 11:30am - Noon 

Saturdays at 10:00am and 
4:00pm  

or upon request 
 

Eucharistic Adoration  
Monday to Thursday 

8:00am to 8:30pm 
Compline & Benediction  

 

Friday 8:00am to  
Saturday 8:30am Mass  

 

Morning Prayer 
Monday - Friday 7:10am 

Saturday 8:10am 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Every Second Saturday  
of the Month at 8:30am 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday 8:00am to 

4:00pm 
 

Website: 
www.stpaulchurch.com 

St. Paul Catholic Church 
and Preschool 

 

www.stpaulchurch.com 

12708 North Dale Mabry Highway, Tampa, Florida  33618-2802     
Phone  (813) 961-3023  †  Fax  (813) 962-8780  
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My Dear Friends, 
 

In honor of St. Valentine, we invite all couples married in the Catholic Church 
to renew their vows, remembering that we must all make a day to day decision 
to follow the will of God by loving Him and one another as we fulfill our 
vocation whether as married persons, single persons, or priests or religious.  I 
thank our Knights of Columbus and Respect Life Ministry for faithfully 
supporting our annual renewal of vows. 
 

As your pastor, I am very concerned about the number of couples living 
together in civil unions or without even being married.  Each week, a large 
and growing percentage of our children have parents who are not married in 
the Catholic Church.  First of all, let me state that every reliable study has 
confirmed that married persons and their children are healthier and happier by 
every measurement.  The divorce rate between Catholic couples who actively 
live their faith ... praying together every day, participating at Mass every 
weekend, and who model the faith for their children is incredibly low.  As 
Catholics, we believe marriage was ordained by God at the dawn of creation 
and raised to the dignity of a Sacrament by Christ himself (Jn 2).  If you or 
someone you know would like to get married or have their marriage “blessed” 
or convalidated in the Church, please contact Maria at the parish office or the 
priest or deacon of your choosing.  May God bless our marriages! 
 

If you are separated or divorced, do not despair.  We love you too!  Our 
parish is blest with a beautiful ministry for the separated and divorced.  In 
addition, I’ve asked Maria to help those who seek an “annulment” or 
Declaration of Nullity.  Let us help you!  The process is free (thanks to the 
Annual Pastoral Appeal) and is meant to be a time of healing.  Call Maria at 
the parish office for more information. 
 

Speaking of the Annual Pastoral Appeal or APA, I thank all those who have 
already completed and returned their pledge forms.  May God bless you!  Our 
goal of $446,998 is lofty but certainly attainable.  If every family offered a 
biblical 10% tithe to the Lord (5% to the parish, 3% to APA, and 2% to other 
charities), we would not only meet our goal but be able to do so much more 
to assist our young families, the elderly, the poor, and the disabled living in 
our area.  We could do so much more to share the Good News of Christ to 
those in need.  Please prayerfully consider increasing your donations from 
previous years until you have at least met the 10% goal. Remember, God is 
not outdone in generosity!  
 

Looking ahead, Ash Wednesday is NEXT Wednesday.  The Mass schedule is 
in this bulletin.  Adjust your schedule.  Bring in your old palms from Palm 
Sunday.  Think of what you will do this Lent to grow closer to the Lord and 
please, join us for our annual St. Paul Fest NEXT Tuesday, February 25 from 
6:00pm - 9:00pm!  We are blest with a multicultural parish.  On this evening, 
parishioners are invited to share their favorite dishes from their country of 
origin.  The evening also features music and dancing from the various cultures 
represented in our parish.  Join in the fun and if you can supply food or 
music, contact Laurie at the parish office.   
 
May we grow courageously together in faith, 

 
 
 

Fr. Bill Swengros, Pastor 
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We’re here to serve you! 
 

Clergy 
Fr. Bill Swengros    Pastor 
Fr. Robert Romaine  Parochial Vicar 
Fr. Ambrose  
Kadambukatt, OCD Parochial Vicar  
Deacon Carlos Celaya  RCIA 
Deacon Ray Dever     Mental Health Support 
Deacon Frank Henriquez  Ministry to Homebound  
  and  Nursing Homes  
Deacon Rich Spiro   
 

Faith Formation 
Carmen Cayon Director 
Maria Costa                 RCIA, Marriage Prep, 
 Adult  Confirmation, 
 Quinceañeras 
Sonia Eberhardt         K-5 Faith Formation  
 Coordinator, 1st Holy 
 Communion Prep 
Maria Mendez Baptism and 
 FORMED® Coordinator   
Silvia Rivera               Religious Education 
 Assistant (Records) 
Andy Gotsch    High School Youth 
 Minister 
Theresa Adams          Middle School Youth
 Minister 
 

Preschool 
Abbie Johnson            Director 
Mindy Geer                Assistant Director 
 

Liturgy 
Mary Gant                   Music Director 
Elizabeth Hays           Liturgist, Bereavement 
 Minister 
 

Parish Support 
Brian Smith       Parish Manager  
Laurie Erickson Director of Ministries 
Louis Gobin Accountant 
Barbara Gray               Pastoral Administrative 
  Assistant (Scheduling)     
Sam Mathai                Maintenance 
Charles Yezak, Jr.        Director of 
 Communications  

 

www.stpaulchurch.com 
 

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 
 

info@stpaulchurch.com 

 
 

Our Vision Statement:  
“Growing Together as Disciples 

of Christ.” 

http://www.StPaulChurch.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

CELEBRATE MARRIAGE!  The Respect Life 
Ministry will be honoring all married couples after 

all Masses this weekend. Please stop by their 
beautifully decorated arch in the Courtyard to get 
your picture taken, receive a gift and learn about 

resources for strengthening your marriage.   
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“For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven” (Mt 5:20).   

ASSOCIATES OF 
THE BLESSED 
SACRAMENT 

† 
Saint Paul  

Catholic Church 
 

BEGINS, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20th 
 

Hour of Adoration in Chapel 
1:00pm - 2:00pm 

 

Fellowship and Formation follows in the  
Parish Center – Room H from 2:00pm to 3:00pm 

. 
Make 2020 a year to deepen your love and relationship 
with God. Discern the call of holiness by becoming an 
Associate of the Blessed Sacrament. 
 

Reserve the third Thursday of the month to discern a 
Canonical Lay Vocation devoted to Jesus Eucharistic 
following the Charism of Saint Peter Julian Eymard, The 
Apostle of the Eucharist. Discern the Rule of Life for 
Associates in twelve sessions. The Initial Formation 
Program consists of a syllabus of twelve separate topics 
designed to introduce a Fraternal Eucharistic Community 
of Adoration and Mission with a brief introduction to its 
history and patron saint. Enter the program at or after 
February 20th. 
 

We desire to place the Eucharist at the center of our 
family life committed to the duties of adorers. The 
diocese challenges us to be Missionary Disciples, to live 
as members of the Body of Christ. In prayers and service, 
our life draws inspiration from the Eucharist in adoration 
and apostolic works. The Lay Association pursues a call 
to holiness by living a life centered in the Eucharist as 
Eucharistic Evangelizers engaged with Eucharistic Jesus 
and devoted to those encounters in our daily life. 
 

Express Interest & Contact:  
Gloria Jung, Servant Leader    

gfjung@tampabay.rr.com or (727) 372-1792  
. 

Diocese Parish Director: 
Rev. Bill Fickel, S.S.S.  

(727) 938-1974 

NOTICE:  The Parish Office will be closed on Monday, 
February 17 in observance of Presidents’ Day and  will 
reopen on Tuesday, February 18 at 8:00am. 

VALENTINE’S  
DANCE 

for couples married 5 years or less 
 

Friday February 21 
7:00 pm 

 

 Food, coffee bar, music, entertainment, prizes 

and more! 

 Admission is free; however, a suggested 

donation of $20 per couple is welcomed. 

 RSVP by February 17th to Maria Costa at: 

mcosta@stpaulchurch.com or 813.264.3305. 

 The St. Paul Nursery will be open for this event. 

 Questions? Email:  mcosta@stpaulchurch.com 

OUR LADY OF GOOD HEALTH 

& OUR LADY OF LOURDES  

HEALING MASS 
 

FRIDAY, 

FEBRUARY 21 
 

7:00PM 

NOVENA &  

ROSARY 
 

7:30PM MASS 

mailto:gfjung@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:mcosta@stpaulchurch.com
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Men… Does your faith life need a boost? 

Then join over a thousand other Catholic men, at all 
levels of faith, from parishes throughout the diocese 
as they gather to revitalize their spirits during a day 

of prayer, reconciliation, learning and fellowship! 

10th Annual  
Tampa Bay Men’s Conference 

 

Featuring Dr. Tim Gray and Peter Herbeck  
 

Saturday, February 22, 2020 
8:00am - 3:00pm 

Higgins Hall 
St Lawrence Catholic Church, Tampa 

 

Tickets are $40 per person with Father/Son 
combo tickets at two for $40.   

Tickets include lunch and free parking!  
For tickets or more information visit: 

 SuncoastCatholicMinistries.com 

7:30am 
9:00am 

12:15pm 
2:00pm 
4:00pm 
5:30pm 

6:00pm 
(Portuguese - FC) 

 

7:00pm  
(LifeTeen) 

 

8:00pm  
(Spanish - FC) 

ST. PAUL FEST 
Food & Music from 
around the World 

Tuesday, February 25th 
(Yes...the day before Lent begins) 

Join us on February 25 from 6:00pm - 9:00pm to 
celebrate our cultural diversity at St. Paul Catholic 

Church by showing off your country’s food, 
costume, music, and dance. 

 

Do you like to cook?  Would you share your favorite 
dish from the country you came from? 

 

What state in the U.S. were you born in?  Did it 
have a favorite dish?  Would you be willing to share 
with your fellow parishioners? 
 

Would you like to perform a song or dance from 
your country?     

 

Contact Laurie at 813-961-3023 or  
lerickson@stpaulchurch.com  

http://www.suncoastcatholicministries.com
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“For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven” (Mt 5:20).   

Each week people gather on our campus to pray.  Listed below are some of our prayer groups:  

             PRAYER GROUP                          DAY(S) & TIMES 

          Eucharistic Adoration                 Monday through Thursday 8:00am - 8:30pm 
          Rosary (in Church)                   Weekdays after the 7:30am Mass    
          Rosary and Prayer for Vocations (in Church)   Weekdays before the 12:15pm Mass   
          Our Mother of Mercy                 Tuesdays after the 12:15pm Mass   
          Legion of Mary (Español)               Tuesdays at 7:30pm     
          La Familia (Español)                  2nd Tuesdays at 7:00pm   
          Padre Pio Prayer Group                4th Wednesday after the 12:15pm Mass   
          Spiritual Mothers                    Thursdays after the 12:15pm Mass    
          Amor de Jesus Grupo de Oración (Español)    Thursdays at 7:30pm     
          Cenáculo de Maria Rosa Mística (Português)   Thursdays      
          Grupo Terco dos Homens (Português)       3rd Thursdays at 7:40pm     
          24-hour Eucharistic Adoration            Friday 8:00am - Saturday 8:30am   
          Rosary and Santo Niño Perpetual Novena     1st Fridays at 7:00pm     
          Sacred Heart Novena Mass              1st Fridays at 7:30pm     
          Nossa Senhora Da Rosa Mistica (Português)    1st, 3rd and 5th Fridays at 8:00pm    
          Cursillo de Cristiandad (Español)           2nd Fridays of every other month    
          Our Lady of Good Health Novena Mass      3rd Fridays at 7:30pm   
          Miraculous Medal Novena              Saturdays after the 8:30am Mass   
          Anointing of the Sick                  2nd Saturday during the 8:30am Mass   
          Our Lady of Peñafrancia                4th Saturday after the 8:30am Mass  
          Rosary in Latin                     Sundays after the 9:00am Mass in Prayer Room 
          Cenacles of Divine Mercy (Eng, Esp. & Port.)   Various times    
          Fiat (English and Español)               Various times  

 

 Please contact Laurie Erickson, Director of Ministries, at (813) 961-3023 for more information. 

Fifth Annual 
LENTEN FOOD 

DRIVE 
 

February 29 - March 1  
&  

March 7 - March 8  
 

It’s time for St. Paul’s 5th Annual Lenten Food 
Drive!  Help us feed the many needy families who 
come to our Food Pantry each week.  St. Vincent de 
Paul members will be handing out empty grocery 
bags after Masses on Feb 29th and March 1st.  Please 
fill with items from the attached wish list, and return 
your bag the following weekend, March 7th and 8th.  
Please note we are unable to use opened or expired 
items.  Thank you!  
 

Volunteers are needed to help sort food after all 
Masses on March 7th and 8th in the Family Center, 

Section 3.  All are welcome! 

 

Sunday, March 1 - Tuesday, March 3 
Presenter:  Fr. Frank DeSiano, CSP 

 

Fr. Frank DeSiano, CSP, is a noted leader of 
evangelization in the United States. He has written 
numerous books and articles on spirituality, parish 
leadership, and evangelization.    We are blessed to 
have him lead our 2020 Parish Lenten Mission later 

this month.   Check the bulletin next week for the 
times and topics of his presentations.   

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjt_-3e0MnSAhXBKyYKHUouA_UQjRwIBw&url=http://www.mintbracesnj.com/office-contests/&psig=AFQjCNFlHGrHTUPFQrQQdpua2_rAOOMw8Q&ust=1489155989450928


 

 

ST. PAUL NURSERY: The St. Paul Children’s Nursery is 
open weekly on Saturday nights for the 5:30pm Vigil Mass 
and Sunday mornings for the 9:00am and 10:45am 
Masses.  If you would like to utilize the Nursery for a 
ministry event, we invite the ministry leader to please 
contact Maria Mendez at (813) 961-3023.   

 

 

Attention Faith Formation Families! 
 

You are invited to join us during your child's Faith 

Formation class for Breaking Open the Word.  This is 

a casual gathering, in the Family Center (Section 3), 

where we reflect on the Sunday Gospel, share our faith 

and enjoy fellowship with other parents. Refreshments 

will be provided.  Our dates and times are as follows: 
 

Sunday, February 16:  10:15am - 11:30am 

Tuesday, February 18:  6:00pm - 7:15pm 

 6 

        

  St. Paul Faith Formation     
We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace 

God reaches out to us in all kinds of ways. The desire in your 
heart to baptize your child is one of them. The promises you 
make for your child on this day will begin to form your child 
into a faithful follower of Christ. However, the day of baptism 
is only the beginning of this journey. Baptism is indeed a life 
changing event! 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism at St. Paul Catholic Church takes 
place on the first three Saturdays of every month in English and 
the fourth Saturday of every month in Spanish.   If your child 
needs to be baptized please contact our Baptism Coordinator, 
Maria Mendez, at (813) 961-3023 or via email at: 
mmendez@stpaulchurch.com. Parents and Godparents will 
be asked to attend a baptismal preparation class. 

Baptism 

Interested in receiving text messages regarding 
upcoming Youth Group activities and events?   

If YES, please text: 
 

@9bf4c7 to 81010   

St. Paul Tampa Youth Group Instagram Account: 

stpaultampayg 

 

 

Sunday Nights 
6:30pm - 8:30pm 

Family Center 
 

Join us for Teen Alpha now through April 5! 
 

Next meeting will be Sunday, February 16! 
 

Teen Alpha will be held on the following dates: 
February 16; February 23; March 1; March 15; 

March 22; March 29; and April 5.   
Note:  No meeting on March 8. 

FAITH FORMATION REGISTRATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If your child is not currently attending a Catholic 
School, he or she should be registered in our parish’s 
Religious Education Program.  If your child is over the 
age of 7 and has not started preparing for First 
Communion or is over the age of 13 and has not 
started to prepare for Confirmation, please contact us!  
We can help you begin the preparation process.  It is 
not too late to inquire about Faith Formation!  Please 
contact us at (813) 961-3023. 



 

 

“For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven” (Mt 5:20).   
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Office: 813-264-3314 ▪ Email: director@stpaulchurch.com 

         License # C HC 110273 

Excellence in Catholic preschool education for over 35 years 

We have been working on a “Winter Unit” since coming back 
from Christmas break.  We are still learning all about Artic 
animals, science activities that help children understand ice, 
snow, hibernation, blubber, and the difference between hot 
and cold. We continue on with our letter recognition and 
writing of the letters in various materials.  We have been 
practicing patterning of objects and what comes next. We 
keep counting objects and see what happens when we add or 
subtract from those objects. We also continue to spend time 
mastering the letters in our names. The children will be 
building a snowman with the letters in their names and 
learning that each of our names start with an Uppercase letter. 
I know it is difficult in Florida to teach the true meaning of 
cold but we have tried very diligently to teach this concept 
and the children seem to have loved each activity so far.   
 

           — Shannon Wynn, 3 Year Old Lead Teacher 

2020 Diaconate Discernment Sessions: Beginning this 
September, our diocesan Diaconate Office will offer a series of 
discernment sessions for those men who are considering a 
calling to ministry as a permanent deacon.  These sessions are 
required preparation for, and an integral part of, the application 
and evaluation process which will occur during the first half of 
the following year.  Before participating in the discernment 
sessions, inquirers will meet with the director of the program 
to learn about the discernment process, the requirements of 
the formation program, and the ministry of the deacon.  If you 
are interested, please contact Sue Huertas in the 
Diaconate Office: (727) 341-6826 or by email: 
smh@dosp.org.  

Join us in reading the  
New Testament in 2020!  

 

Saturday 2/15 Lk 22:47-71 
Sunday 2/16 Lk 23:1-25 
Monday 2/17 Lk 23:26-56 
Tuesday 2/18 Lk 24:1-35 
Wednesday 2/19 Lk 24:36-53 
Thursday 2/20 Acts 1 
Friday 2/21 Acts 2:1-21 
Saturday 2/22 Acts 2:22-47 
Sunday 2/23 Acts 3 

 

For the full reading list, visit 
www.stpaulchurch.com 

 

For Father Bill’s commentary, 
join our Facebook page: 

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 

St. Paul Catholic Church Alpha Prayer 
 

O Lord my God, You are the Alpha and the 
Omega, the fount of life and love, the source of 
joy and true peace.  Bless us as we journey 
through Alpha, may we grow as a family of 
faith, hope and love, as intentional disciples of 
your Son and our Lord Jesus Christ.  May 
we be known for our love for You, and our compassion for others, 
especially the poor and the elderly, the sick and the oppressed.  May 
Alpha be for each of us, a time of discovery and enrichment, a place 
of welcome and fellowship, and an opportunity to grow ever closer to 
you.  Bless Alpha, bless our parish, bless our families.  We ask you 
this, O Merciful Father, through the power of the Holy Spirit, in the 
name of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen! 

St. Paul Catholic Church to host New York Times Bestselling Author... 
 

DECEMBER 15 
7:00PM - 8:30PM 
Order your tickets online  

for this upcoming event today at:  

DynamicCatholic.com/Tampa 



 

 

Saturday, February 15, 2020 
8:30am    Kimtan Nguyen †  

5:30pm    Cesar Cruz † 

7:30pm     Jim and Margaret Tamburo † 
 

Sunday, February 16, 2020 
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30am    Demer’s Family † 

9:00am     John Hendrickson † 

10:45am     John Parker † 

12:30pm     Louise Francescon † 

2:00pm    Greter Morales Soto †  

5:30pm    St. Paul Parishioners (int.)  

 

Monday, February 17, 2020 
The Seven Holy Founders of the Servite Order 
7:30am     Dr. Miguel Mancao, Sr. 

12:15pm   Nohelia and Rich Hillis Anniversary (int.) 
   

Tuesday, February 18, 2020 
7:30am    Lincoln Gobin † 

12:15pm    Joachim Nguyen-V-Kink † 
  

Wednesday, February 19, 2020 
7:30am    Consecrated Life and Priestly Vocations (int.)   

12:15pm   Kimtan Nguyen †  
   

Thursday, February 20, 2020 
7:30am    Marta Chavez † 

12:15pm   Kimtan Nguyen † 
 

Friday, February 21, 2020 
Saint Peter Damian, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 
7:30am    Kaylalea Mendez (int.) 

12:15pm   Nilda Rodriguez-Perez † 

7:30pm    Mr. and Mrs. John O’Brien (int.) 
   

Saturday, February 22, 2020 
Feast of the Chair of Saint Peter, Apostle 
8:30am    Irene Czarnecki † 

5:30pm    St. Paul Parishioners (int.)  

7:30pm     Robert Bradley † 
 

Sunday, February 23, 2020 
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30am    Carmen Elena Diaz † 

9:00am     Joshua Impaglia † 

10:45am     Francisco Pagan, Jr. † 

12:30pm     S. Julian Menendez † 

2:00pm    Herberto and John Gamba (int.) 

5:30pm    Luis E. Bencomo † 
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Pope Francis: “[In today’s Gospel (cf. 
Mt 4:12-23) Jesus] proclaimed the central 
core of his  teaching in his condensed 
appeal: “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand” (v. 17) ... The appeal to 

conversion that Jesus addresses to all men and women of 
good will is fully understood, precisely in view of the event of 
the manifestation of the Son of God, on which we meditated 
on recent Sundays. It is often impossible to change life, to 
abandon the path of egotism, of evil, to abandon the way of 
sin because we center our commitment to conversion only on 
ourselves and on our strengths, and not on Christ and his 
Spirit. However, our adherence to the Lord cannot be reduced 
to a personal effort, no. To think this would also be a sin of 
pride. Our adherence to the Lord cannot be reduced to a 
personal effort. Instead, it must express itself in a trusting 
opening of the heart and of the mind in order to welcome the 
Good News of Jesus. This is — the Word of Jesus, the Good 
News of Jesus, the Gospel — that changes the world and 
hearts! We are thus called to trust Christ’s Word, to open 
ourselves to the Father’s mercy and to allow ourselves to be 
transformed by the grace of the Holy Spirit” (Pope Francis, 
Angelus, 26 January 2020).  

Sunday Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Sir 15:15-20; Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 17-18, 33-34;  

1 Cor 2:6-10; Mt 5:17-37 or Mt 5:20-22a,  
27-28, 33-34a, 37 

Monday Jas 1:1-11; Ps 119:67, 68, 71, 72, 75, 76;  
 Mk 8:11-13 
Tuesday Jas 1:12-18; Ps 94:12-13a, 14-15, 18-19;  
 Mk 8:14-21 
Wednesday Jas 1:19-27; Ps 15:2-3a, 3bc-4ab, 5;  
 Mk 8:22-26 
Thursday Jas 2:1-9; Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7; Mk 8:27-33 
Friday Jas 2:14-24, 26; Ps 112:1-2, 3-4, 5-6;  
 Mk 8:34—9:1 
Saturday 1 Pt 5:1-4; Ps 23:1-3a, 4, 5, 6; Mt 16:13-19 
Sunday Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Lv 19:1-2, 17-18; Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8, 10, 12-13;  
 1 Cor 3:16-23; Mt 5:38-48 

We pray for the repose of the souls of those 
recently departed: Betty McCaffrey, Silvia 
Garcia, Michael Muraszewski, Dahlia Martinez, 
Betty McCaffrey Lincoln Gobin, Julio Herrera, Paul 
Gonzalez, Pauline Hammond, Dr. Sam Ferreri, 

John Parker, Mary Kay Phelps, and Robert Michael Mulroy.  
 
 

Please remember in your prayers those with various 
health needs: Jan Jenkins, Patricia Smith, Jaime Zambrano, 
Mary Garcia, Allan Garcia, Frank Loscalzo, Doreen Miller, 
Leelah Sharma, Anne Marie Q. and Nancy H. Cramer. 



 

 

Courageously Growing Together in Hope! Page 9 

“For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven” (Mt 5:20).   

Looking Ahead! February 21: Our Lady of 
Good Health/Our Lady of Lourdes Healing 
Mass, Rosary at 7:00pm, Mass at 7:30pm ; 
February 23: Safe Haven Sunday; February 
25: St. Paul Fest (A multicultural food and 

music festival), 6:00pm - 9:00pm; February 26: Ash 
Wednesday - Masses at 7:30am, 9:00am, 12:15pm, 2:00pm, 
4:00pm, 5:30pm, 6:00pm (Portuguese), 7:00pm LifeTeen, and 
8:00pm (Spanish);  February 29 - March 3: Lenten Mission 
with Fr. Frank DeSiano, CP; March 7: Alpha Getaway; 
March 13: Lenten Concert at 7:30pm; March 18:  Q & A 
Sessions (Town Hall Meeting format) with Fr. Bill at 1:00pm 
and 7:00pm; March 25: Annunciation, Rosary at 7:00pm, 
Mass at 7:30pm; March 26: This Light is On For You, 
5:00pm-8:00pm; March 31: Communal Reconciliation Service 
at 7:00pm; April 5: Palm Sunday; April 12:  Easter Sunday!  
And don’t forget to buy your tickets online at 
DynamicCatholic.com/Tampa for Matthew Kelly on 
December 15!  

Saints of God: Sometimes great good comes 
out of the worst of situations.  St. Peter 
Damian was orphaned at an early age and was 
raised under very difficult circumstances.  
Perhaps because of this, he grew into a man 
with a great love for the poor and a profound 

desire to right injustices.  He entered the Benedictines and was 
known for his faith and great love.  With great reluctance, he 
agreed to serve as cardinal of Ostia where he worked tirelessly 
to reform rampant clergy abuse.  His writings reflect a great 
reformer who led through example, taught through stories, 
and whose heart beat one with the Lord.  St. Peter Damian 
returned home to the Lord on February 22, 1072 at the age of 
65.  Let us pray today for all our clergy, especially those who 
struggle in their vocation. 

Gracious God, through the intercession of Saint José Sánchez 
del Río, protect all those who are persecuted for professing the 
name of Christ the King.  Amen. 

Ask It Basket: “Did Mary know from the 
start what Jesus was going to endure? 
What does Canon Law say about Mary's 
knowledge of his passion and death?  Was 

she in all aspect’s human except for labor pains and 
the Incarnation?  
 

We know that saints while on earth were able to perform 
miracles....what about Mary....did she?”  Good questions!  
Mary couldn't possibly have known the Lord's future.  
Remember, she was a human being, like you or I!  There is no 
record in the Sacred Scriptures of Mary performing a miracle 
although her "yes" to the Lord is nothing short of miraculous!  
We believe that Mary was preserved by the grace of God from 
original sin.  That doesn't mean that she was free from pain, 
including during the Lord's nativity, passion, and death.  
Remember, pain is not evil in itself.  It is a vital part of human 
nature.  Ask someone who cannot feel pain.  In addition, we 
believe that pain and suffering can even be redemptive.  This 
is a great mystery.  (If you have a question for the Ask It 
Basket, please send an email to Father Bill Swengros at 
frbill@stpaulchurch.com).  

Mass Appeal: The preparation we do prior 
to Mass is extremely important.  Everything 
we do, from the way we dress to the way we 
act, reflects our belief in God and our desire 
to be united with him through the 

celebration of the Eucharist.  One beautiful way to prepare 
for the Sacred Synaxis (Eucharistic Assembly) is to read 
beforehand the day’s Scriptures.  You can find them in the 
bulletin each week or online.  As a community of faith, we 
have also prepared for the celebration.  Each liturgy, dozens 
of people give of their time and talents as servers, lectors, 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, Ministers of 
Hospitality, sacristans, and musicians.  (If you are not yet 
involved in a liturgical ministry, please do so.  What a great 
way to witness to your children about the importance of our 
faith!)   
 

Our sanctuary is also prepared.  The three major furnishings 
are: 1) The altar, which is the place on which the Sacrifice of 
the Cross is made present as well as the Table of Lord, which 
is also the locus of thanksgiving.  It is dressed with a linen 
cloth and flanked by candles.  2) The ambo or pulpit, which 
is altar of the Word or place where the word of God is 
proclaimed.  3) And the presider’s chair, which is the place 
where the priest presides over the gathering and directs the 
community’s prayer.   
 

A church is not required to have a Tabernacle or place of 
reservation for the Most Holy Eucharist.  It could be in a 
special chapel.  If there is a tabernacle in the church, it is to 
be in a prominent position and designated by a special vigil 
lamp which is kept lit to indicate and honor the presence of 
Christ.  Mass, like everything which is important, requires 
preparation.  What can you do to be better prepared to 
celebrate the Sacred Mysteries?  

Words of Wisdom: “Do not be depressed. Do not let your 
weakness make you impatient. Instead, let the serenity of 
your spirit shine through your face. Let the joy of your mind 
burst forth.” 
                         – St. Peter Damian 

Parish Website:  www.stpaulchurch.com 

Evening Prayer: O God, make us more like Jesus.  Help us to 
bear difficulty, pain, disappointment and sorrow, knowing that in 
your perfect working and design you can use such bitter experiences 
to shape our characters and make us more like our Lord.  We look 
with hope for that day when we shall be wholly like Christ, because 
we shall see him as he is.  Amen.  

                                                          – St. Ignatius of Antioch 
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St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Pantry Hours 

Monday & Thursday 9:00am - 12:00pm    
Assistance Line: (813) 264-3325  

 

We do not need to know them, we have just been instructed 
to feed, clothe and house the needy.  Please help us do this 
with your food and monetary donations. 
 
If you would like to help, food donations to the St. Vincent 
de Paul Food Pantry can be left in the marked baskets in 
the church Narthex.  Monetary donations can be dropped in 
the Poor Box, located in the Narthex. Please make sure to 
specify SVDP in the memo line for check donations or you 
may use an offertory envelope for cash donations and label 
it SVDP.   
       

Thank you for your generosity! ~ SVDP Society 
 

Pantry Wish List This Week: 
Soup, Tuna and Canned Meat 

 

 

*Please note we are unable to use expired items* 

Something Missing?  There are a number of 
couples in our parish who are living in irregular 
marriages or marriages which have not been 
blessed in the Church.  Remember, it is not 
enough for Catholics to be civilly married or 
married in a non-Catholic church.  For validity, 

Catholics must be married in a ceremony recognized by the 
Church.  Don’t wait.  We’re here to help! If neither of you was 
previously divorced, contact Maria Costa at the Parish Office to 
have your marriage convalidated (961-3023).  It is very easy and 
won’t take much of your time.  If you or your spouse were 
previously divorced, contact Maria or the priest or deacon of 
your choosing to start the “annulment” process so that, 
hopefully, your present marriage can be convalidated.  Let us 
help you! 

• Thursday, February 20:  Compensation Negotiation 
• Thursday, February 27:  Portfolio Development 

WEEKLY MEETINGS ARE HELD ON THURSDAYS, FROM 
8:30AM - 11:30AM IN THE ST. MICHAEL BUILDING 

First Aid:  The church’s First Aid Kit and AED 

are in the minister’s room.  The Parish Center 

has a First Aid kit in the kitchen and the AED is 

located by the bathrooms.  The Family Center 

First Aid kit and AED are in the kitchen.  If you 

use them, please let a staff person know so that they can be 

stocked and secured.  It will also help us to ensure that our 

church is always a safe environment.   

Spiritual Direction Available! 
Spiritual direction is a charism, a gift for both the 
director and the directee. The real spiritual director 
is the Holy Spirit. Listening is the essence of 
spiritual direction. Our spiritual director listens to 
the Holy Spirit within us and assists us in discerning 
where God is leading us.  Colleen Spiro, a 
parishioner of St. Paul Catholic Church, is a certified 
spiritual director. To make an appointment, send an 
email to:  

Apostles of  the Eucharist - Young Adults 
(Ages 18 - 27) 

 

Our next meeting will be on Friday, February 21 for 
Adoration, PDQ and Vertical Ventures.  Please send an 
email to: merimee@verizon.net to participate in these 
upcoming events, to get on the email distribution  list or 
join our Instagram and/or Facebook page.   

Mind Your Manners!  Lately, we have received 
complaints from parishioners about the 
impatience, inconsideration, and generally non-
Christian behavior of fellow parishioners.  Here are 

some hints.  First, arrive early so you aren’t in a panic to find a 
parking space or a seat.  Please do not park in a handicap space 
unless you have the appropriate tag and NEVER park in fire 
lanes or in the handicap loading zone marked with blue stripes.  
If the prior Mass is still dismissing, patiently wait for the people 
to exit the church before entering.  If you keep the path clear, 
they will be able to exit faster.  Likewise, in your rush to leave, 
be careful of our seniors and those with young kids.  This is 
especially important in the parking lot!  Sometimes it is helpful 
to spend a few extra minutes in prayer or go to coffee and 
donuts so that there is time for the traffic to clear.  Thank you 
for modeling our faith in and outside the church!  

Coffee & Donuts: Coffee and 
Donuts is a wonderful opportunity 
for us as a parish family to continue 
the celebration of the Holy Eucharist 
by sharing quality time with fellow 
parishioners.  We thank all those who 
so generously serve coffee and 

donuts throughout the year.  We are so grateful for your “Yes!” 
to be faithful servants of the Lord!  Coffee and Donuts is not 
free. Each week, our parish spends $340 on the donuts alone... 
plus the cost of the coffee, electricity, staffing, cleaning, 
maintenance and more.  Our donations are this year have 
averaged $233 a week.  The balance is paid from our 
offertory.  Thank you for supporting Coffee and Donuts! 

mailto:merimee@veizon.net
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“For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven” (Mt 5:20).   

Bulletin Submissions: Submissions for the bulletin are due 
nine (9) days prior to the front cover date. Ministries are 
encouraged to send information regarding upcoming events 
to: bulletin@stpaulchurch.com  

Legal Consultation and Referral Service  
Every Monday by appointment only 

  Please call (813) 961-3023 

Divorced and Separated Support Group 
This ministry provides caring support for both women and 
men experiencing separation or divorce.  The group meets 
every Friday night at 7:30pm in the St. Paul Parish Center, 
Room C.  No charges or fees.  All are welcome!  For more 
information, please call Don Hemke at (813) 205-1735. 

Counseling Services 
Offered by Dr. Pat Berne 

Please call (813) 961-3023 to make an appointment 

AA Meetings:  Do you feel your life is out of control?  Is 
Alcohol ruining your life?  Help is here!  Our parish is blessed 
to host weekly Alcoholics Anonymous meetings every 
Wednesday at 8:15pm in the St Michael Building.  For 
more information, call (813) 933-9123.  May God bless you! 

 

Join our Facebook page today! 
 

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 

ST. PADRE PIO PRAYER GROUP 
 

The St. Padre Pio Prayer Group will 
hold their next meeting on Wednesday, 

February 19 after the 12:15pm 
Mass.  The group will meet in the 

Prayer Room. For more information, 
please send email to: 

padrepio@stpaulchurch.com 

 

Join other St. Paul Parishioners at the  

150th Anniversary Celebration of the  
Eucharistic Congress 

 in Jacksonville, Florida, on May 15-16, 2020.   
Cost is $115 for Double Occupancy and $175 for 

Single Occupancy.  Fees  includes transportation, 
hotel and supper on Friday and Saturday night.   

 

If interested in joining the St. Paul Delegation, 
please send an e-mail to:  

igniteyourfaith@stpaulchurch.com 
 

Deadline to register is March 31, 2020. 

mailto:padrepio@stpaulchurch.com
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Sign up for Online Giving!   
It’s simple and convenient.   

 
Go to stpaulchurch.com, 
and click on the Online 

Giving link for more info 
on how to sign up.   

Coffee & Donuts 
Your host this week: 

Hospitality Ministers 
We hear it so often that when you walk into St. Paul’s 
for the first time, it’s like being Welcomed Home!  We 
have an incredible team of men and women who are the 
first faces of our wonderful parish who offer a friendly 
hello, a handshake, and are there to help you feel right at 
home.  Come meet some of these wonderful people, say 
thanks, and find out more about this ministry that is 
always ready to serve. 
 

For more information, contact  
Sophia Hubbard at 

ushers@stpaulchurch.com 

Thank you to everyone who has 
responded to the request to participate 
in the 2020 Annual Pastoral Appeal. 
Your gift is received with great humility, 
thanks and gratitude by the thousands 
of people supported through your 

donation. As we journey together, let’s give thanks for 
the Good Works being done in Jesus’ name throughout 
our diocese.  APA is an opportunity to learn more about 
the 50+ ministries, programs and services available 
throughout our diocese.  If you have any questions about 
APA, the services it funds, or how it benefits our parish, 
please call our parish office or visit our diocesan website 
at https://www.dosp.org/ and discover something new 
about our local Church outreach. If you have not yet 
responded, please know we want and need your 
participation!  Every gift, every prayer, and every sacrifice 
brings hope to someone seeking the love and mercy of 
Christ. 

A Stewardship Moment … 

Today’s readings challenge us to reflect 
on the true state of our hearts as it 
relates to stewardship. Do we think of 
stewardship as something we take care 
of once a year, simply a matter of 
ticking off boxes on a commitment 
card — or do we choose to embrace it 

as a spirituality and way of life that allows us to grow in 
conformity to Christ every day? 
 
Our first reading, from the book of Sirach, teaches that our 
good God has given us freedom to make this choice — 
“Before man are life and death, good and evil, whichever he 
chooses shall be given him.” The concept of stewardship helps 
us to live out the fundamental choice to put God first. 
Stewardship is meant to be embraced as a way of life a life that 
involves a continuous conversion of heart. 
 
In our Gospel passage, from Matthew, Jesus illustrates the 
difference between an external observance of the law and a true 
conversion of heart, saying, “You have heard that it was said… 
you shall not kill… But I say to you, whoever is angry with his 
brother will be liable to judgment.” Our Lord is asking us not 
only for exterior acts, but for a true change of heart. In 
stewardship terms, that means seeing everything as a gift from 
Him, to be used for His glory and the good of others.  
 
In the week ahead, let us examine the state of our hearts to ask 
ourselves if we have chosen to allow stewardship to become a 
way of life for us. Only then we will experience its true depth 
and heart-changing possibilities. The choice is ours.  

DID YOU KNOW? 

Last week’s offertory was $23,473. While that 
sounds like a generous collection, last year’s 
offertory on the same Sunday was $27,523.  
Therefore, we collected $4,000 less this year than 
last year on the same date. (The parish will have 
difficulty growing if these numbers become the 
trend).   Furthermore, we had 260 more parishioners  
attending this weekend’s Masses when comparing 
the year 2020 to 2019. 
 
The numbers would make sense if we were not a 
thriving parish; however, we are a thriving parish! 
We have at over 100 active ministries all trying to do 
God’s work.  We appreciate every gift of time, talent 
and treasure.  Your contributions keep the parish 
going.  Thank you for your generosity!  



 

 

I. Sirach 15:15-20.  Freedom as 
Integral to the Divine Plan. 
 
Reflection: Sometimes it is interesting 
to see just what is not read in the 
Lectionary (the group of readings 
selected for daily use in the Liturgy).  In 
this case, four verses earlier introduce 
the essence of the reading: "Do not say 
the Lord is responsible for my 
sinning..."  The problem arises because 
of a belief in Divine Providence that 
would say,  "If God has a Plan for the 
world, then if sin exists, it is part of His 
Plan, and is therefore willed by God."  
The author argues effectively against 
such a position, by insisting on the 
centrality of Freedom as part of God's 
Plan.  In a sense, this means that God's 
Plan is established by what He wills for 
the planet, which is Righteousness, 
Holiness and His Reign.  However, He 
has left it up to us, His People, to 
determine the "How" and the "When" 
of His Plan.  We are absolute in our 
ability to choose, to bring about the 
Kingdom or not to do so; to co-operate 
with Him or not to do so.  For 
otherwise, "Virtue" would be 
meaningless, and the Victory of God 
would be empty.  This, indeed is God's 
"Wisdom." 

II. 1 Corinthians 2:6-10. Wisdom & 
The Spirit. 
 
Reflection: This reading is doubly 
difficult: first, because the selection 
gives us only a part of St. Paul's 
argument (it continues to 2:16); and 
secondly, because scholars disagree on 
what St. Paul's syntax really means!  It is 
clear, however, that St. Paul is 
contrasting the "wisdom of the world," 
or the value-system espoused by almost 
everybody, and the "mysterious Wisdom 
of God," in virtue of which Christ 
Crucified is seen as Glory.  For Jesus 
Christ, as "New Adam," was perfectly 
authentic, perfectly compliant with the 
demands that He live out the word of 
God to its fullest, even to the Cross.  
The Wisdom that St. Paul saw as Christ, 
is made present to us through the Spirit, 
which explores "even the depths of 
God."   
 
III. Matthew 5:20-22a, 27-28,33-34a.  
Continuing the Sermon on the 
Mount. 
 
Reflection:  Hopefully, the entire 
designated reading (5:17-37) will be read 
in your Liturgy. My comments deal with 
the entire reading. There are two distinct 
parts of the longer reading, vv. 17-20, 
which form a unity (despite some Bible's 
headings) and 21-37, which are four of 
the six "Antitheses" of the Sermon.  The 

first part (17-20) suggests that a claim 
had been made that Jesus had come to 
"abolish the Law or the Prophets." 
Recall that St. Paul did claim that the 
Law was no longer binding on followers 
of Jesus. (Gal. 3, Rom. 7).  Matthew here 
has Jesus deny the abolition of the Law, 
but its completion.  In this, Jesus is 
shown as being compliant with Dt. 4:2, 
which prohibits either "adding...or 
taking away" from the Law as given to 
Moses.  There are also ancient texts of 
dissenting groups of "radical Paulinists" 
headed by Marcion that this quote of 
Jesus was misconstrued, and that Jesus 
had said that he had come to abolish the 
Law.  We see an example of significant 
dissent in the early Church.  Secondly, 
Matthew, however, continues by 
showing how Jesus is the "New 
Lawgiver," by offering four cases where 
Jesus "completes" the Law, by adding 
provisions above and beyond what was 
previously considered "Lawful."  Hence, 
we see not mere avoidance of murder, 
but conciliation demanded; we see not 
mere avoidance of sex with another 
person's spouse, but the desire for it 
prohibited; we see the condemnation of 
divorce (acceptable under the Law) and 
the command of personal authenticity 
regarding the "Truth" whether or not 
under oath. (This last is certainly 
current!)  Thus, Jesus is the "New 
Moses," the one whom we now follow 
as Lawgiver! † 
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“For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven” (Mt 5:20).   

Faith in Action: “For I tell you, unless your 
righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and 
Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven” (Mt 5:20).  The scribes and Pharisees 
lived according to the letter of the law, and they 

used this to elevate themselves above the other people. Jesus is 
clear – it’s the love that you have in your heart that will get you 
to heaven. Simply following church rules out of obligation, not 
love, does not put you on the path to heaven. Attending Mass 
on Sunday and then gossiping about a fellow parishioner on the 
parking lot is an example of a modern day Pharisee.  

Due to copyright restrictions, we are not 
able to print the Scriptures with the 

Reflections of Dr. Jack Conroy.   

On a Lighter Note:  The elderly priest, speaking 
to the younger priest, said, ''You had a good idea 
to replace the first four pews with plush bucket 
theater seats. It worked like a charm. The front of 

the church always fills first now.''  The young priest nodded, 
and the old priest continued, ''And you told me that adding a 
little more beat to the music would bring young people back 
to church, so I supported you when you brought in that rock 
'n roll gospel choir. Now our services are consistently packed 
to the balcony.''   
 

''Thank you, Father,'' answered the young priest. ''I am pleased 
that you are open to the new ideas of youth.''   
 

''All of these ideas have been well and good,'' said the elderly 
priest, ''But I'm afraid you've gone too far with the drive-thru 
confessional.''   
 

''But, Father,'' protested the young priest, ''my confessions and 
the donations have nearly doubled since I began that!''   
 

''Yes,'' replied the elderly priest, ''and I appreciate that. But the 
flashing neon sign, 'Toot 'n Tell or Go to Hell' cannot stay on 
the church roof!"  

Thought for the Day: “Although the life of a person is in a 
land full of thorns and weeds, there is always a space in which 
the good seed can grow. You have to trust God.”  
                            – Pope Francis 

Living Liturgy: In the gospel, Jesus urges his 
disciples to do more than simply follow the letter 
of the law.  The people confused what is legal with 
what is moral?  In your own life, how is the Lord 

calling you to fulfill not only the letter of the law, but the spirit 
of the Gospel? 


