
 

 



 Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time                   Sunday, February 3, 2019  
All are welcome! 

 
 
 

WEEKEND MASSES 
 

Saturday Masses 
8:30am Mass 

(Morning Prayer and  
Benediction 8:10am) 

 

Saturday Vigil Masses 
5:30pm   

Missa em Português: 7:30pm 
 

Sunday Masses 
7:30am, 9:00am, 10:45am,  

12:30 pm, 5:30pm 
Misa en Español:  2:00pm  

 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
 

Monday to Friday 
7:30am and 12:15pm 

 
First Friday Mass 7:30pm 
Third Friday Mass 7:30pm 

*Fourth Friday Mass 7:30pm  
*(en Español) 

 
 

Reconciliation (Confession) 
Monday to Friday 11:30am - Noon 

Saturdays 10:00am and 4:00pm  
or upon request 

 
 

Eucharistic Adoration  
Monday to Thursday 

8:00am to 8:30pm 
Compline & Benediction  

 

Friday 8:00am to  
Saturday 8:30am Mass 

 
 
 

Morning Prayer 
Monday - Friday 7:10am 

Saturday 8:10am 
 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Every Second Saturday  
of the Month at 8:30am 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday 8:00am to 4:00pm 

 
 

Website: 
www.stpaulchurch.com 

 

Contact us at: 
info@stpaulchurch.com 

 

"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,  
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian  

community of faith, living our love for God and neighbor while growing together as disciples of Christ." 

 Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time              Sunday, February 24, 2019 
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We’re here to serve you! 
 

St. Paul Catholic Church 
12708 N. Dale Mabry Hwy. 
Tampa, Florida  33618-2802 

(813) 961-3023 
 
 

www.stpaulchurch.com 
 

Questions?  Please send email to:  
info@stpaulchurch.com 

 

Clergy 
Fr. Bill Swengros    Pastor 
Fr. George Gyasi       Parochial Vicar 
Fr. Robert Romaine  Parochial Vicar 
Deacon Carlos Celaya  RCIA 
Deacon Ray Dever     Mental Health Support 
Deacon Frank Henriquez  Young Adult Ministry 
 

Faith Formation 
Carmen Cayon Director 
Maria Mendez Baptism and 
 FORMED® Coordinator     
Sonia Eberhardt         K-5 Faith Formation  
 Coordinator, 1st Holy 
 Communion Prep 
Theresa Adams          Middle School 
 Minister (Confirmation) 

Stephen Watkins       High School Minister 
Maria Costa                 RCIA, Marriage Prep, 
 Adult Confirmation, 
 Quinceañeras 
Sr. Theresa Betz        Spiritual Direction 
Silvia Rivera               Religious Education 
 Assistant (Records) 
 

Preschool 
Abbie Johnson            Director 
Mindy Geer                Assistant Director 
 

Liturgy 
Elizabeth Hays           Liturgist, Bereavement 
 Minister 
Mary Gant                   Music Director 
 

Parish Support 
Michael Maloney        Parish Manager  
Barbara Gray               Pastoral         
  Administrative      
   Assistant (Scheduling) 
Laurie Erickson Director of Ministries     
Sam Mathai                Maintenance 
Charles Yezak             Director of 
 Communications  
Tina Bubb                  Finance Office  
 

Our Vision Statement:  
“Growing Together as Disciples 

of Christ.”  

My Friends, 
 
As Catholics, one of our greatest priorities is our families. Each Sunday I am 
profoundly touched as I watch our families gather in love to worship the 
Lord and am so grateful for all you do to promote the dignity of marriage 
and family life.  May God bless you! 
 
As your pastor, one of my concerns is the epidemic of pornography in our 
parish.  Studies have confirmed its disastrous effects on young minds, on 
marriages, and on our society as a whole.  It is a shock to hear that our 
elementary school kids are being exposed to it in the home and playground, 
many of our teens admit being addicted to it, and that “sexting” has become 
almost common place.  Pornography is a participation in human trafficking 
and is the objectification and use of a human being solely for one’s pleasure.  
Furthermore, it is a mortal sin.  And it is an epidemic: 12% of websites on 
the internet are pornographic, 35% of all internet downloads are related to 
pornography, every day 2.5 billion emails containing porn are sent or 
received, one-third of porn viewers are women, and it is one of the largest 
industries in the United States. 
 
In November of 2015, the Bishops of the United States drafted a pastoral 
response entitled “Create in Me a Clean Heart” in order to offer healing and 
hope to those who have been wounded by pornography, to articulate the 
Church’s response and to raise awareness of its pervasiveness and harm.   
 
It is so important that we become proactive in addressing this issue.  This is 
particularly true of parents.  Your children are vulnerable and we must do 
more to protect them.  To that end, Bishop Parkes has designated next 
Sunday to be “Safe Haven Sunday” with the theme “Equipping the Family, 
Safeguarding Children.”  The goal is to highlight awareness about this 
national epidemic and to recommit ourselves to ensure that our homes are 
safe havens for all. 
 
Next weekend, our SOS Ministry will be staffing tables in the porticos with 
free age-appropriate information and helpful hints for us all, including how 
to talk to your children about internet dangers.  But you don’t have to wait.  
You can begin learning now by joining The Equipped 7-Day Challenge: A 
Digital Crash Course by texting SECURE to 66866 to receive seven days of e-
mailed digital tips! 
 
Pornography truly is a national health crisis.  Thankfully, we can do some 
things to protect our families.  I suggest installing firewalls or software such 
as Covenant Eyes to block access to unwanted sites, making bathrooms and 
bedrooms phone and computer free zones, charging phones in a public 
place, and sharing passwords to social media sites with parents and spouses.   
 
I look forward to celebrating Safe Haven Sunday with you next weekend.  
May St. Josephine Margaret Bakhita pray for us!  St. Michael, defend us!  
 
Courageously growing together in Christ, 

 
 
 

Fr. Bill Swengros 
Pastor 

http://www.StPaulChurch.com
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 “But rather, love your enemies and do good to them, and lend without expecting anything back” (Lk 6:35).   

SAINTS OF GOD 

Monday is the Feast of Blessed 
Constantius Bernocchi, a 15th 
C Dominican.  Born in 
Fabriano, he was so good, even 
his parents would sometimes 
wonder whether 
he was an angel.  
Once, when his 
little sister was 
suffering from an 
incurable disease, 
Constantius asked 
his parents pray with him for 
his sister.  She was immediately 
cured.  At the age of 15, he 
entered the Dominicans and 
was known for reforming San 
Marco in Florence.  While he 
was teaching in that city that it 
was discovered that he had the 
gift of prophecy and the ability 
to work miracles.  He was 
known as a gifted mediator and 
peacemaker.  In fact, he was 
considered to be a saint and 
people felt blest to speak with 
him or even touch his habit.   
 

Blessed Constantius,  
pray for us! 

Safe Haven Sunday: Equipping the Family, Safeguarding Children  
 

The family home is to be a safe haven. But the inappropriate use of technology in the 
home deprives it of this role, and is the greatest threat to the sanctity of marriages and 
families today. Pornography and other online threats are often one click away, and 
parents can feel overwhelmed with not knowing how to best protect their children in 
our fast-paced digital world. Next weekend, March 2-3, 2019, the Diocese of St. 
Petersburg is taking a bold step to help families by celebrating Safe Haven Sunday. This 
awareness day will provide access to practical resources that any caring adult can use to 
protect themselves and our young people from online risks. Please join us with your 
prayers and presence as we prepare for this unique event. To learn more, please visit:                   
http://www.dosp.org/freedom-from-porn 
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A n n u a l  L e n t e n  
M i s s i o n  w i t h   

 

F a t h e r   
L a r r y  R i c h a r d s   

 

March 25 -  March 28  
7 : 0 0 p m  -  9 : 0 0 p m  

 
Father Larry Richards, a popular conference speaker and 

pastor from Erie, PA, will conduct a four-day mission at 

St. Paul Catholic Church, Tampa, Florida.  The purpose 

of the mission is to help people grow in their love for 

God and give them hope and direction in their daily lives. 

Each night of the parish mission has a different theme:  

Monday night is about knowing God’s Love and 

practical information on how to pray.  Tuesday night, 

the focus is the gift of the Mass and the importance of 

family.  The center of Wednesday night is the passion 

of Jesus Christ and how, because of that, we have 

freedom from and forgiveness of our sins.  Thursday 

night is the healing service and the new life of 

discipleship. All are welcome! 

Let’s travel together as a community of faith! 

We will depart from St. Paul Catholic Church on Friday 
morning, March 29 and return during the early evening on 
Saturday, March 30, 2019. 

 
Cost:   $75 per person for double occupancy 
            $145 per person for single occupancy 

 
Cost of the trip includes: (1) Round-trip ground 
transportation (2) Entrance to the Florida Eucharistic 
Congress (3) Visits to religious sites in St. Augustine, 
Florida (4) Dinner on Friday Evening and (5) One night 
hotel accommodation. 

 

Registration and full payment are due March 1, 2019. 
 

To register or for more information, please send an 
email to: igniteyourfaith@stpaulchurch.com 

 

THANK YOU, FATHER BHASKAR! 
 

Father Bill Swengros, the 
clergy, staff and parishioners 
of St. Paul Catholic Church 
wish to extend a huge 
“THANK YOU” to Father 
Bob Romaine ’ s  brother , 
F a t h e r  B h a s k a r .   W e 
appreciate your service at St. 
Paul’s during the past several weeks and have 
appreciated the time, energy and concern you have 
shown us.  May God bless you, Father Bhaskar!  



 

 

St. Paul Catholic Preschool 

   Bible Verse of the Week 
 

“People look at the outside person, but 
the Lord looks at the heart.” 

 

1 Samuel 16:7  
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“But rather, love your enemies and do good to them, and lend without expecting anything back” (Lk 6:35).   

License # C HC 110273  

Excellence in Catholic preschool education  for  over 35 years 

Contact us! 
Preschool Office: (813) 264 -3314  

Email:  director@stpaulchurch.com  

"Developmentally appropriate" describes an approach to 
teaching that respects both the age and the individual 
needs of each child. St. Paul Catholic Preschool recognizes 
that every child develops in a unique way at their own 
pace and utilizes this approach in our daily curriculum. 

An example of developmentally appropriate teaching is 
purposeful play. Purposeful play involves intentional 
planning and facilitation of children's play to achieve 
intended learning outcomes. These outcomes develop 
growth in cognitive, social/emotional, creative, and fine/
gross motor abilities. We are learning through play! 

          — Arlene Power, VPK 4 Year Old Teacher 

Enrollment for the 2019-2020 School Year is 
still open.  If you are interested in having your 
child attend our preschool, please apply soon.  
A limited number of spaces are available. 



 

 

Mass Intentions for the Week of February 24th 
 

Saturday, February 23, 2019 
8:30am   Jordan Crockett + 
5:30pm   S. Julian Menendez + 
7:30pm   Nolan Modica (int.) 
Sunday, February 24, 2019 

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30am    Robert Novak +  
9:00am   Francis X. Maloney, Sr. + 
10:45am    Edwin Zwiesler + 
12:30pm  Frank Suszynski + 
2:00pm   Aldemar Abella and Marianna Cardona + 
5:30 pm     St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 
Monday, February 25, 2019 
7:30am     Phyllis Marion + 
12:15pm   Freddie Rodriguez (int.) 
Tuesday, February 26, 2019 
7:30am     Richard Brown + 
12:15pm  Victorino and Amada Perez + 
Wednesday, February 27, 2019 
7:30am    Mary Falbo + 
12:15pm  Consecrated Life and Priestly Vocations (int.) 
Thursday, February 28, 2019 
7:30am   Loretta J. Mikkelsen + 
12:15pm  William Rodriguez + 
Friday, March 1, 2019 
7:30am   Fr. Bob Romaine (int.) 
12:15pm   Luis Peña + 
7:30pm   Filipino Community Intentions (int.) 
Saturday, March 2, 2019 
8:30am   Joseph Ondrula + 
5:30pm   St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 
7:30pm   Aldoir Pinkoski + 
Sunday, March 3, 2019 

Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30am    Sally and Charles Gidaro + 
9:00am   Mary Jane Dorvae + 
10:45am    Rose Matassini + 
12:30pm  Lynn Bartolotta + 
2:00pm   Nancy and Luis Alcantara (int.) 
5:30 pm     Nicole Hosein (int.) 
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Readings for the Week of February 24th 

 

Sunday Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 1 Sm 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23; Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8, 10, 
 12-13; 1 Cor 15:45-49; Lk 6:27-38 
Monday Sir 1:1-10; Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5; Mk 9:14-29 
Tuesday Sir 2:1-11; Ps 37:3-4, 18-19, 27-28, 39-40; Mk 9:30-37 
Wednesday Sir 4:11-19; Ps 119:165, 168, 171, 172, 174, 175;  
 Mk 9:38-40 
Thursday Sir 5:1-8; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6; Mk 9:41-50 
Friday Sir 6:5-17; Ps 119:12, 16, 18, 27, 34, 35; Mk 10:1-12 
Saturday Sir 17:1-15; Ps 103:13-14, 15-16, 17-18; Mk 10:13-16 
Sunday Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Sir 27:4-7; Ps 92:2-3, 13-14, 15-16; 1 Cor 15:54-58;  
 Lk 6:39-45 

Pope Francis: “God is eternal newness. He impels us 
constantly to set out anew, to pass 
beyond what is familiar, to the fringes 
and beyond. He takes us to where 
humanity is most wounded, where men 
and women, beneath the appearance of 

a shallow conformity, continue to seek an answer to the 
question of life’s meaning. God is not afraid! He is fearless! 
He is always greater than our plans and schemes. Unafraid 
of the fringes, he himself became a fringe (cf. Phil 2:6-8; Jn 
1:14). So if we dare to go to the fringes, we will find him 
there; indeed, he is already there. Jesus is already there, in 
the hearts of our brothers and sisters, in their wounded 
flesh, in their troubles and in their profound desolation. He 
is already there” (Pope Francis, Gaudete et Exsultate, 135). 

 

Faith and Reason: René Descartes (1596-1650), the father 
of modern Western Philosophy, is known for 
his axiom: cogito ergo sum - I think therefore I am.  
His ontological argument for the existence of 
God is still studied by philosophers as is his 
famed Cartesian dualism.  He was one of they 
key figures in the Scientific Revolution, 

formulating a method of doubt and the Cartesian coordinate 
system used in plane geometry and algebra.  He did important 
work on invariants and geometry as well as other fields.  This 
great leader of Western rational thought was also a devout 
Roman Catholic.  Descartes believed in the power of reason 
to uncover truth.  While philosophers can debate his theories 
and conclusions, there is no doubt that he so no dichotomy 
between faith and reason! 

Words of Wisdom: “I am wealthiest when richest in remorse.”  
 

           — St. Robert Southwell  

Offertory Gifts:  Our ushers are always looking 
for parishioners to volunteer to bring up the 
offertory gifts.  Next Sunday, why not ask them 
if they need help.  You will find it to be a great 
blessing for your family.  Peace! 

Words to Live By:  “We should have no more use or regard 
for money in any of its forms than we have for dust. Those 
who think it is worth more, or who are greedy for it, expose 
themselves to the danger of being deceived by the Devil.”  
 

                         — St. Francis of Assisi  

Pray for Priests!  Heavenly Father, please grant to your 
faithful servants, the grace and strength to carry 
out your mission for the Church each day.  Keep 
our priests close to you and continue to inspire 
them to serve others in your holy name.  Please 
help to inspire men who are called to a priestly 

vocation to answer your call and participate in the fullness that 
you have planned for them.  Amen. 
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Home Makers  
of Hope Ministry 

 

Home Makers of Hope Ministry provides gently used 
furniture to families in crisis. If you are interested in joining 
us for a Monday delivery to see if this is a ministry for you, 
please meet at our Ybor City warehouse (Gulf Eagle Supply, 
2900 East 7th Avenue, Tampa, FL 33605) at 9:00am. We 
select the furniture to deliver, load it onto a truck and then 
deliver the furniture to at least two homes. If you would like 
to donate furniture please go to our website and fill out the 
information online at:  www.homemakersofhope.com 
 

Questions?  
Please contact Ed Ortega at ortegaek2@gmail.com 

 

Want  to join the AHG Troops? 
 

If your daughter is age 5 to 18, contact 
Melissa at ahg@stpaulchurch.com 

for more information about this  
incredible program! 

 

Summer Mission Trip to  

PANAMA 
June 5 - 12, 2019 

 

If you are a youth, young Adult, medical doctor, 
physician’s assistant, nurse or have a desire to be a 

missionary disciple, please join us! 
 

Email: panamamission@stpaulchurch.com 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul  
Pantry Hours 

Monday & Thursday 9:00 am - 12:00 pm    
Assistance Line: (813) 264-3325   

“But rather, love your enemies and do good to them, and lend without expecting anything back” (Lk 6:35).   

 

 CUB SCOUT PACK 143 
Open to all boys and girls! 

 

 

For more information on how to join  
Cub Scout Pack 143, contact: 

 

George Melendez 
813-928-2765 

    cubscout143tampa@gmail.com  

We have just been instructed to feed, clothe and house the 
needy.  Please help us accomplish this with your food and 
monetary donations. 
  

If you would like to help, please leave your food 
donations, to our St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry, in 
the marked baskets located in the Narthex.  Monetary 
donations can be dropped in the poor box, also located in 
the Narthex. Please make sure to specify SVDP in the 
memo line for check donations or you may use an 
offertory envelope for cash donations and label it SVDP.  
 

Thank you for your generosity! ~ SVDP Society 
 

Pantry Wish List This Week: 
Pancake Mix, Pancake Syrup & Canned Milk 

 

Please note we are unable to use expired items.  

St. Francis  
of Assisi Ministry 

 

The St. Francis of Assisi 
Ministry is accepting prayer 
requests from those who are 
coping with the loss of a pet 
or struggling with their pet’s 
illness. Please submit your 
prayer request to: st-francis-
ministry@stpaulchurch.com 

The Young @ Heart Ministry invites those 55 to the hear: 
 

The Basilica Choir from the 
National Shrine of Mary,  
Queen of the Universe in 

Orlando, Florida 
Date:  Sunday, March 10th 

 
The choir represents the very best in liturgical choir music. 

 

Please meet in the Family Center parking lot at 1:30 pm to 
car pool. The concert begins at 3:00 pm and is free. 

 

Questions?  Contact Jim Demer at (813) 383-6867 

mailto:ortegaek2@gmail.com


 

 

Deo Gratias! We thank God for our 
Communications Ministry and for all they do to 
share the good news of all that the Lord is doing in 
our parish.  If you are interested in joining, please 

contact Charles at the parish office.  We also thank God for all 
those who shared bulletins from your travels with us.  This 
week we received them from California, Georgia, North 
Carolina, Texas, and Florida!  Thank you!  

Ask It Basket: “I’m confused...should I give 
money to the Annual Pastoral Appeal (APA) 
or the parish?”  Good question!  In donating 
money to APA, you are also supporting the 

parish.  Each year our parish is assessed by the diocese.  The 
assessment is based on the parish’s offertory.  This year we 
were assessed $452,049.  What is not pledged through APA 
must be paid by the parish.  What is given over the assessed 
amount is returned to the parish.  My predecessors often had 
to write six figure checks to the diocese.  Since I’ve served as 
your pastor, the bishop has had to write us checks.  This past 
year it was almost $50,000!  Furthermore, all the money 
donated to APA is not used when computing the next year’s 
assessment.  That means that every dollar given to APA is like 
donating $1.20 to the parish!  That being said, the parish also 
needs funds to provide services.  For this reason, this year I 
will give 4% of my income to the Annual Pastoral Appeal, 4% 
to the parish, and 2% to other charities.  If you can’t tithe, give 
what you can! Every little bit helps!  The ideal is for EVERY 
family in our parish to contribute as much as they can.  Why?  
Because we are a family of faith that cares! (If you have a 
question for the Ask It Basket, please contact 
FrBill@StPaulChurch.com.) 
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We pray for the repose of the souls of those recently 
departed: Margaret Theil, Michael Campanelli, Samual Perales, 
Mary Conrad, Noel Jose Hernandez, Andrea Cruz Trovar, 
Irving Ortega-Diaz, Anna Maria Dusek, Raquel Pedrero, Allan 
Navarro, Carlos Byrnes, Louis Marcano, Valentin Munoz, 
Melody Decker, Jaime Vergara-Cardenas and Lynn Bartolotta. 

 

Please remember in your prayers those with 
particular health needs: Margaret Uremovich, 
Linda Taylor, Rosemary Fenton, Freida Cardona, 
Mary García, Lucy Rosario, Adeliza Bacon, Suzette 
Hillis, Bill Kollner and Monica Bencomo. 

Bereavement Ministry of St. Paul 
 

Our ministry offers God’s healing love through 
emotional, physical, mental and spiritual comfort. 
Our next meeting on Tuesday, February 26, 2019 at 
7:30pm in the Parish Center, Room H. For more 
information, please contact Diana at:  813-748-2874.   

Looking Ahead! March 1:  First Friday Santo 

Niño Devotion, 7:00pm Novena, 7:30pm Mass; 

March 2 - 3:  Faith Formation Registration after 

each Mass; March 2 - 3:  Safe Haven Sunday; 

March 5: “St. Paul Fest” - Multicultural Event from 6:00pm - 

9:00pm; March 6:  Ash Wednesday - Masses at 7:30am, 9:00am; 

12:15pm; 4:00pm, 5:30pm (LifeTeen); 6:00pm (Portuguese in 

Family Center); 7:00pm, 8:00pm (Spanish in Family Center); 

March 8:  Q & A Parish Meeting with Father Bill in Family 

Center 3 at 7:30pm; March 10:  Daylight Saving Time begins; 

March 10:  First Sunday of Lent; March 10 - 13:  Faith 

Formation Confessions; March 15:  3rd Friday - Our Lady of 

Good Health Novena and Mass - 7:00pm Novena, 7:30pm 

Mass; March 17:  Second Sunday of Lent; March 18 - 22:  

Hillsborough County Schools Spring Break; March 19:  Feast of 

St. Joseph; March 22: 4th Friday Spanish Mass - Stations of the 

Cross at 7:00pm, Mass at 7:30pm, no reception after Mass.   

Think about it:  “Children have never been very good at 
listening to their elders, but they have never failed to 
imitate them.”   

                             – James Baldwin 

Recent Infant Baptisms 
Congratulations! We rejoice 
with you and your family in 
welcoming your child into the 
Body of Christ through the 
waters of Baptism during the 
month of January 2019. Please 
pray for our 12 newly baptized 
members of the St. Paul Parish 
Family:  Penelope Bella Sadwick, 
Mason Lee Hengst, Michael 
Giovanni Steven Alvano, Alana 
Sofia Uppercue, Tamar Sophia 
Moore, Angel Hamed Reina, 
Aedan James Augello, Sofia 
Gutierrez Hernandez, Angelo 
Acosta Hurtado, Jayce Leo 
Goris, Daileany Mendoza 
Castillo and Ignacio Fernando 
Henriquez Aguilera.                    

First Friday Devotions: This Friday is the 
First Friday of the month, a beautiful 
opportunity to develop your relationship with 
God.  This is a good time to examine your 
conscience and participate in the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation.  In addition to our normal 

Friday daily Masses, we offer a special Friday Mass at 7:30pm 
in commemoration of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.  We also 
offer Eucharistic Adoration after the 7:30am Mass through to 
our Saturday 8:30am Mass.  Please come and bring a friend! 
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  St. Paul Faith Formation     
We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace 

Adult Faith Formation Classes for Parent of Grades K-5 
 

Day             Date       Time          Location 
Sun       3/24/19     10:30am-11:15am  FC #3 
Mon       3/25/19     4:15pm-5:00pm   Church 
Tue       3/26/19     6:15pm-7:00pm   Church 

Adult Faith Formation Classes for Parent of Grades 6-8 
 

Day             Date       Time          Location 
Sun       2/24/19     4:15pm-5:00pm   FC #1 
Mon       2/25/19     6:15pm-7:00pm   Church 
Wed       2/27/19     6:15pm-7:00pm   Church  

 “But rather, love your enemies and do good to them, and lend without expecting anything back” (Lk 6:35).   

Baptism 
 

God reaches out to us in all kinds of ways. The desire in your 
heart to baptize your child is one of them. The promises you 
make for your child on this day will begin to form your child 
into a faithful follower of Christ. However, the day of 
baptism is only the beginning of this journey. Baptism is 
literally a life changing event! 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism at St. Paul Catholic Church takes 
place on the first three Saturdays of every month in English 
and the fourth Saturday of every month in Spanish.   If your 
child needs to be baptized please contact our Baptismal 
Coordinator, Maria Mendez, at 813-961-3023 or via email 
at: mmendez@stpaulchurch.com. Parents and Godparents 
will be asked to attend a baptismal preparation class. 

Baptism Ministry:  Help Needed 
The Baptism Ministry is in need of 
coordinators to assist the families, priests and 
deacons at Infant Baptisms at both our English 
and Spanish services!  Help is needed on 
Saturday mornings from 9:00 am -11:00 am, 
once or twice a month.  Training is available 
and coordinators work together in teams. 
Bilingual in English and Spanish a plus. We are 

also in need of teachers for our baptismal preparation 
classes to ready our parents and Godparents for this 
important first step in their child’s faith journey.  Join us in 
serving at this beautiful Sacrament! For more information 
and/or to join the Baptism Ministry, please contact Maria 
Mendez at the Parish Office at 813-961-3023 or via 
email at mmendez@stpaulchurch.com.   

 

 
 

Volunteers Needed 
We are in urgent need of volunteers who would like to share 
their faith with young children, ages 4-7 during the 9:00am 
Mass or the 2:00pm Spanish Mass. This ministry is called 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word. All you need to have is a 
love for Jesus and little children. You must be at least 18 
years old but we would also love to have teen help.  We will 
train you! For more information, please contact Sonia 
Eberhardt via email at: seberhardt@stpaulchurch.com or 
at (813)264-3381. 
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Legal Consultation and Referral Service  
Every Monday by appointment only 

  Please call 813-961-3023 

Divorced and Separated Support Group 
This ministry provides caring support for both women and 
men experiencing separation or divorce.  The group meets 
every Friday night at 7:30pm in the St. Paul Parish Center.  
You may come as often as you would like...every week, once a 
month or whenever it is convenient for you.  No charges/no 
fees.  All are welcome!  For more information and to answer 
any questions, please call Don Hemke at 813-205-1735. 

Counseling Services 
Offered by Dr. Pat Berne 

Please call 813-961-3023 to make an appointment 

AA Meetings:  Do you feel your life is out of control?  Is 
Alcohol ruining your life?  Help is here!  Our parish is blessed 
to host weekly Alcoholics Anonymous meetings every 
Wednesday at 8:15pm in the St Michael Building.  For more 
information, call 813-933-9123.  May God bless you! 

The 9th Annual Tampa Bay Men’s Conference 
 

“Courageously Living the Gospel” 
 

Featuring Jesse Romero, Gus Lloyd, Justin Fatica  
and Bishop Gregory Parkes 

 

Saturday, March 2nd 
8:00am - 3:00pm 

Higgins Hall - St. Lawrence Catholic Church, Tampa 
 

Tickets are $40 per person • Father/Son combo tickets are two for $40 

*Tickets include lunch and free parking 
 

For tickets or more information visit 
SuncoastCatholicMinistries.com 

“Belong” Teen Conference 
July 19 - 21, 2019 

Rosen Shingle Creek Resort 
Orlando, Florida 

 

This theme will speak to relationship with God as sons 
and daughters, with one another as brothers and sisters 
in Christ, with the Church and the world. Through this 
theme we hope to address two specific trends in youth 
culture today: the lack of true and authentic 
relationships, especially as a result of the use of social 
media, leading to feelings of loneliness and isolation. We 
want the youth to know their true identity as sons and 
daughters of the Father and the bond we have with one 
another as the Body of Christ.  
 
For more information, please contact Stephen Watkins 

at: swatkins@stpaulchurch.com 

PASSION PLAY 2020 

There are only three places left for the 
pilgrimage to see the Passion Play in 
Oberammergau, Germany and Danube River 
Cruise.  We will leave on July 29, 2020 and in 
addition to seeing the Passion Play, visit the 
medieval city of Innsbruck, the baroque 
Benedictine Abbey of Ettal, the romantic 
castle of Neuschwanstein before embarking 
on a cruise up the Danube River...visiting 
such picturesque cities as Nuremberg, 
Regensburg, Passau, Melk, Vienna and 
Budapest! Be sure to reserve your spots now! 

 Call Margie at 1-800-644-4659  
for more information 



 

 

      Offertory for February 17, 2019   
 

    Offertory:  $ 29,791 
   Online Giving:  $ 9,740  

  Attendance:  3,551 
            Envelopes: 817       

     

 Thank you for your generosity! 

  

Stewardship:  A Way of  Life 

 “But rather, love your enemies and do good to them, and lend without expecting anything back” (Lk 6:35).   
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Sign up for Online Giving!   
It’s simple and convenient.   

 

Go to StPaulChurch.com, and click on the Online 
Giving link for more info on how to sign up.   

Thank you to everyone 
who has courageously 
responded to the request to 
participate in the 2019 
Annual Pastoral Appeal. 
Your gift is received with 
great humility, thanks, and 
gratitude by the thousands 
of people supported 
through your donation. As 
we embark on our new 

diocesan vision, let’s give thanks for the Good Works 
being done in Jesus’ name throughout our diocese.  APA 
is an opportunity to learn more about the 50+ ministries, 
programs and services available throughout our diocese.  
If you have any questions about APA, the services it 
funds, or how it benefits our parish, please call our parish 
office or visit our diocesan website at www.dosp.org and 
discover something new about local Church outreach. If 
you have not yet responded, please know we want and 
need your participation!  Every gift, every prayer, and 
every sacrifice brings hope to someone seeking the love 
and mercy of Christ.  You may place a stamp and  mail in 
your pledge envelope or turn in your pledge envelope to 
the Parish Office.  Please ensure that your pledge 
envelope has the following:  390 - St. Paul Parish, Tampa. 

Leaving a Legacy 

Leaving a legacy by including 

St. Paul Catholic Church in 

y o u r  w i l l  i s  m o s t 

appreciated.  There can be many advantages to leaving a 

gift in this way.  Naming our parish as an entity in your 

will, trust, or as a beneficiary on a life insurance policy is 

a way for any parishioner to bless future generations 

through a legacy gift and support the ministry of the 

church.  For additional information please call Michael 

M a l o n e y  a t  9 6 1 - 3 0 2 3  o r  e - m a i l 

mmaloney@stpaulchurch.com 

Coffee & Donuts 
Your Host Today:  

St. Francis of  Assisi 

Their mission is to promote compassion for all God’s 
creatures, encourage caretakers and pet owners with 
love and to support all who care about animals with 
prayer and action.  Come meet some of these wonderful 
people, say thanks and find out more about this ministry 
that is always ready to pray for your pets. 

For more information, contact 

st-francis-ministry@StPaulChurch.com 

A Stewardship Moment … 
 

In today’s Gospel reading Jesus urges his listeners to “Be 

merciful, just as your Father is merciful.” He also offers 

several examples of putting mercy into action. Listeners 

can then reason their way into how to put the values of 

the Gospel reflected in these imperatives into practice in 

other situations. Good stewards look for opportunities to 

exercise God’s mercy toward others. They realize that, in 

doing so, their own experience of God’s mercy not only 

becomes more profound, but affirms their hope of seeing 

the Lord face-to-face one day.  

 

How have we 

e x p e r i e n c e d 

God’s mercy in 

our lives? How 

m i g h t  o u r 

t h i n k i n g , 

attitudes, words 

a n d  a c t i o n s 

reflect God’s 

http://www.dosp.org
mailto:mmaloney@stpaulchurch.com


 

 

Page 12 
Growing Your Faith! Page 12 

I. 1 Samuel 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23.                               
A Higher Law. 

Reflection:  Chapter 26 is a description 
of the conflict between King Saul and 
David. At that time, Saul was King of 
the Israelite people. The essence of the 
problem is that the Lord instructed the 
prophet Samuel to anoint David as king. 
This of course produced civil war, with 
Saul raising an army in order to kill 
David. Today’s reading is a truncated 
version of Chapter 26, which fleshes out 
one of the events of that war. The desert 
of Ziph lies to the northeast of 
Jerusalem. Recall that the Lord 
commanded Samuel to anoint David as 
king, after which one could expect the 
Lord to play a part in this little drama. 
This is how David could have penetrated 
the camp of Saul and stand over the 
sleeping body of Saul. The rules of war 
would permit David to kill Saul with 
Saul’s own spear. But since Saul had also 
been anointed, David resisted the 
temptation. David then left the camp, 

and announced to Saul’s troops that they 
had failed to protect him, and that David 
permitted Saul to live since he also was 
anointed by the Lord. 

II. 1 Corinthians 15:45-49. The Two             
Adams. 

Reflection: You might recall that last 
week that Paul launched into a highly 
personal discussion dealing with the 
reality of Christ’s resurrection and 
appearances not only to the Jerusalem 
apostles, but also to Paul himself. This 
week we see his understanding of what 
kind of body exists after resurrection. He 
does this by focusing on the first Adam 
as having a living body. He then 
contrasts this with a different kind of 
body, namely a heavenly body. The 
present, earthly body is perishable, 
subject to dishonor and weakness. The 
body after resurrection is imperishable, 
glorious, filled with power and is 
spiritual. The resurrection body is a 
mirror image of a physical body. We will 
continue this discussion next week. 

III. Luke 6:27-38.  Continuation of   
    Sermon on the Plain. 

Reflection: Last week we heard the first 
part of this famous sermon; this week 
we have a continuation, and next week 
we will have the conclusion. This week 
we see a series of mandates that have 
their roots in the Beatitudes. One can 
imagine the reaction of the hearers when 
they heard Jesus say, “To you who hear 
I say, love your enemies, be good to 
those who hate you, bless those who 
curse you, pray for those who mistreat 
you.” Such behests would initially 
appear to be the ravings of a madman. 
But as we place ourselves in the role of 
“those who hear,” we find the 
expression of a radically new set of 
moral values. We see some dicta that 
become validated today such as, “To the 
person who strikes you on one cheek, 
offer the other as well.” We see such 
action validated by Martin Luther King 
Jr. and Nelson Mandela. The biggest 
problem today is that there are 21 
different precepts in this reading, each 
one of which consumes significant space 
in Scriptural commentaries. We must 
ask ourselves what each mandate says to 
us in our daily lives.  

Due to copyright restrictions, we are not 
able to print the Scriptures with the 

Reflections of Dr. Jack Conroy.   

Knights of Columbus Council 11211 

WOMEN’S CLOTHING 
& TOILETRIES DRIVE 

Saturday, March 30th and Sunday, March 31st  
In the Porticos After All Masses 

 

All clothing items must be new or “gently used”.  Toiletries must 
be new and should be travel size.  Acceptable items include:  
clothing, shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, hats, deodorants, 
toothpaste, shampoo, conditioner and soap. 

O Come Let Us Adore Him!   

Monday through Friday, you are invited to join 
us for Eucharistic Adoration beginning after the 
8:30am Mass and ending with Compline and 
Benediction beginning at 8:30pm.   
 

On Friday, Adoration continues until the Saturday morning 
Mass.  This experience of mystical prayer will truly enrich 
your life!  Please come and bring your friends! 
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St. Paul Catholic Church offers a free subscription, 
to our parishioners, for formed.org! 

 
 

1. Sign-up by at www.stpaulchurch.formed.org  
2. Click on Register and enter the code:  P33JN2 
3. Enjoy movies, books and more! 

“But rather, love your enemies and do good to them, and lend without expecting anything back” (Lk 6:35).   

Faith in Action:  “But rather, love your 
enemies and do good to them, and lend without 
expecting anything back” (Lk 6:35).  Easier said 
than done, right? But, if we are to imitate Christ, 
most of us need to practice mercy and 

compassion more frequently. Start with the little daily 
annoyances that we experience, the unkind word or hateful 
glance we receive. Instead of plotting revenge on that person, 
try saying a quick prayer for that person. Mercy and 
compassion will put us on the path to holiness.  

Living Faith:  Judging others seems to be a 
national past time.  We are so quick to 
criticize and pass judgment.  What can you 

do this week to be less judgmental?  

Technology Corner 

On a Lighter Note:  I was thinking about old 
age and decided that old age is when you still have 
something on the ball, but you are just too tired to 
bounce it .  

Safe Environment: Child abuse is a tragic 
reality which can be prevented.  How?  1. Talk 
to your children about touching safety.  Teach 
them that it is OK to say “NO,” get away, and 
seek help.  2. Help your children make a list of 
the people they can turn to for help if they have 

a problem.  3. Teach your children that unsafe touch can 
happen with people they know and trust; not only with 
strangers.  4. Respect your children’s personal boundaries.  
Teach them to trust their intuition about others.  5. Be aware 
of those who have contact with your children and be sure it is 
a “Safe Environment” with at least two adults supervising 
whenever possible.  For more information, please call our 
Faith Formation office at (813) 961-3023. 

Lynn Bartolotta Memorial Foundation at 
The University of South Florida 

 

In memory of his daughter, Lynn, Father Victor 
Bartolotta, has established a fund to provide a 

scholarship to an aspiring mental health 
therapist at the University of South Florida.  

 
Those who wish to make a gift by check can make the 
check out to “USF Foundation, Inc.” and in the memo 
line reference “Fund 530058”. 
 
Gifts made by check should be mailed to:  
 

USF College of Behavioral and Community Sciences 
13301 Bruce B. Downs Blvd., MHC 1111 
Tampa, Florida  33612 

 
Those wishing to give a gift online may do so at: 
https://giving.usf.edu/online/gift/f/530058/ 

Proper Disposal of Palms and Religious Items:  In 
preparation for the Lenten season, please bring in 
any old palms to the Parish Office.  Your palms 
from last year will be burnt for this year’s Ash 
Wednesday ashes.  Also, please bring in any 
unwanted and/or broken religious articles to the 
Parish Office.  Unwanted and/or broken religious 
articles include but are not limited to: statues, 

rosaries, and figurines.  These old and unusable items will be 
disposed of properly by our clergy.  Thank you! 

https://giving.usf.edu/online/gift/f/530058/

