
 

 



 Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time                   Sunday, February 3, 2019 

 
 

All are welcome! 
 
 
 

WEEKEND MASSES 
 

Saturday Masses 
8:30am Mass 

(Morning Prayer and  
Benediction 8:10am) 

 

Saturday Vigil Masses 
5:30pm   

Missa em Português: 7:30pm 
 

Sunday Masses 
7:30am, 9:00am, 10:45am,  

12:30 pm, 5:30pm 
Misa en Español:  2:00pm  

 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
 

Monday to Friday 
7:30am and 12:15pm 

 
First Friday Mass 7:30pm 
Third Friday Mass 7:30pm 

*Fourth Friday Mass 7:30pm  
*(en Español) 

 
 

Reconciliation (Confession) 
Monday to Friday 11:30am - Noon 

Saturdays 10:00am and 4:00pm  
or upon request 

 
 

Eucharistic Adoration  
Monday to Thursday 

8:00am to 8:30pm 
Compline & Benediction  

 

Friday 8:00am to  
Saturday 8:30am Mass 

 
 
 

Morning Prayer 
Monday - Friday 7:10am 

Saturday 8:10am 
 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Every Second Saturday  
of the Month at 8:30am 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday 8:00am to 4:00pm 

 
 

Website: 
www.stpaulchurch.com 

 

Contact us at: 
info@stpaulchurch.com 

 
 

"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,  
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian  

community of faith, living our love for God and neighbor while growing together as disciples of Christ." 

 Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time                        Sunday, March 3, 2019 
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We’re here to serve you! 
 

St. Paul Catholic Church 
12708 N. Dale Mabry Hwy. 
Tampa, Florida  33618-2802 

(813) 961-3023 
 
 

www.stpaulchurch.com 
 

Questions?  Please send email to:  
info@stpaulchurch.com 

 

Clergy 
Fr. Bill Swengros    Pastor 
Fr. George Gyasi       Parochial Vicar 
Fr. Robert Romaine  Parochial Vicar 
Deacon Carlos Celaya  RCIA 
Deacon Ray Dever     Mental Health Support 
Deacon Frank Henriquez  Young Adult Ministry 
 

Faith Formation 
Carmen Cayon Director 
Maria Mendez Baptism and 
 FORMED® Coordinator     
Sonia Eberhardt         K-5 Faith Formation  
 Coordinator, 1st Holy 
 Communion Prep 
Theresa Adams          Middle School 
 Minister (Confirmation) 

Stephen Watkins       High School Minister 
Maria Costa                 RCIA, Marriage Prep, 
 Adult Confirmation, 
 Quinceañeras 
Sr. Theresa Betz        Spiritual Direction 
Silvia Rivera               Religious Education 
 Assistant (Records) 
 

Preschool 
Abbie Johnson            Director 
Mindy Geer                Assistant Director 
 

Liturgy 
Elizabeth Hays           Liturgist, Bereavement 
 Minister 
Mary Gant                   Music Director 
 

Parish Support 
Michael Maloney        Parish Manager  
Barbara Gray               Pastoral         
  Administrative      
   Assistant (Scheduling) 
Laurie Erickson Director of Ministries     
Sam Mathai                Maintenance 
Charles Yezak             Director of 
 Communications  
Tina Bubb                  Finance Office  
 

Our Vision Statement:  
“Growing Together as Disciples 

of Christ.”  

My Friends, 

Our Bishop, Most Reverend Gregory Parkes, has asked all the parishes in our 

diocese to observe Safe Haven Sunday this weekend.  Pornography truly is an 

epidemic and a national health crisis.  I’ve asked our SOS ministry to provide 

age-appropriate materials this weekend to help us all become better informed 

about this important issue.  I also encourage you to do your own research.  

There are a number of excellent free resources to help us become more aware 

of the nature and disastrous effects of pornography, and how to combat it on 

both a personal and societal level.  Let us pray for an end to the scourge of 

pornography and human trafficking.  St. Josephine Margaret Bakhita, pray for 

us!  St. Michael, defend us! 

On a completely different note, this Wednesday is Ash Wednesday and marks 

the beginning of our annual 40 day pilgrimage of Lent.  To assist you, we have 

recently mailed our Lenten Highlights to each family in the parish.  You should 

be receiving a copy in the mail soon.  We are especially delighted to announce 

that Fr. Larry Richards will lead our Annual Lenten Parish Mission March 25-

28.  In addition, we would like to give you a copy of either “Our Path of Love” 

or “¡Dejen Que Dios Obre Maravillas!”  Our prayer is that this will be the best 

Lent ever for you and your family! 

During the next few days, I encourage you to pray about what the Lord would 

like you to do this Lent.  How can you grow closer to the Lord?  How can you 

enhance your prayer life?  Daily Mass, Eucharistic Adoration and daily 

meditation on the Sacred Scriptures are great places to begin. 

How is God calling you to fast?  From sweets or from negativity?  From coffee 

or from gossip?  From excess media or from pornography?  Think about it! 

And lastly, give some thought to works of charity.  How can you be more 

charitable ... more loving ... especially to those most in need?  Your donation to 

the Annual Pastoral Appeal is certainly part of the answer, but also consider 

personally reaching out to the shut-in down the block, befriending the kid who 

is shunned, and reaching out to our seniors.  What is God calling you to do? 

I hope to see you on Ash Wednesday.  Masses are at 7:30am, 9:00am, 

12:15pm, 4:00pm, 5:30pm, 6:00pm (in Portuguese) in the Family Center, 

7:00pm (LifeTeen in English) in the Church, and 8:00pm (in Spanish) in the 

Family Center. Also, don’t forget this Friday our Knights of Columbus are 

hosting our Lenten Dinner from 5:00pm - 7:00pm.  After that, we have 

Stations of the Cross and a Q&A session with me in the Family Center.  It 

will be a wonderful opportunity to ask me questions about our parish, recent 

events in Rome and our faith.  I can’t promise you that I’ll have all the 

answers but I do promise it will be interesting! 

On a final note, Sister Theresa Betz, SND, has recently informed me that she will 

be returning to the Mother House in Chardon, Ohio at the close of May.  She 

feels this is the right time to return “home” and live in community.  Sister will be 

sorely missed.  Please join me in lifting her up in prayer.  If you are interested in 

helping with her farewell party, please contact Laurie in the Parish Office. 

Courageously growing together in Christ, 

 

 

Fr. Bill Swengros 

Pastor 

http://www.StPaulChurch.com
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“A good tree does not bear rotten fruit, nor does a rotten tree bear good fruit” (Lk 6:43).  
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Safe Haven Sunday: Equipping the Family, Safeguarding Children 
The Diocese of St. Petersburg is setting aside this weekend, March 2-3, 2019, as Safe 
Haven Sunday in order to give focused time and resources to address the harmfulness of 
pornography and other online threats to marriages, family life and culture. Today’s 
awareness day is celebrated through prayer and a reflection within the context of the 
Mass. After Mass, each individual and family will be given Covenant Eyes’ book, Equipped: 
Smart Catholic Parenting in a Sexualized Culture. This book includes a unique seven-day 
text-to-opt-in program: The Equipped 7-Day Challenge. This Challenge provides practical 
tips any caring adult can take to create safer digital environments for themselves and our 
young people. Thank you for celebrating with us! If you have any questions about this 
awareness weekend, please visit http://www.dosp.org/freedom-from-porn.   

PASSION 
PLAY 
2020 

 

There are only three places 
left for the pilgrimage to see 
the  Pass ion  P l ay  in 
Oberammergau, Germany 
and Danube River Cruise.  
We will leave on July 29, 
2020, and in addition to 
seeing the Passion Play, visit 
the medieval c ity of 
Innsbruck, the baroque 
Benedictine Abbey of Ettal, 
the romantic castle of 
Neuschwanstein before 
embarking on a cruise up the 
Danube River...visiting such 
p i c t u r esque  c i t i e s  a s 
Nuremberg, Regensburg, 
Passau, Melk, Vienna and 
Budapest! Be sure to reserve 
your spots now! 
 

 Call Margie at  
1-800-644-4659  

for more information 
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“A good tree does not bear rotten fruit, nor does a rotten tree bear good fruit” (Lk 6:43).  

A n n u a l  L e n t e n  
M i s s i o n  w i t h   

 

F a t h e r   
L a r r y  R i c h a r d s   

 

March 25 -  March 28  
7 : 0 0 p m  -  9 : 0 0 p m  

 
Father Larry Richards, a popular conference speaker and 

pastor from Erie, PA, will conduct a four-day mission at 

St. Paul Catholic Church, Tampa, Florida.  The purpose 

of the mission is to help people grow in their love for 

God and give them hope and direction in their daily lives. 

Each night of the parish mission has a different theme:  

Monday night is about knowing God’s Love and 

practical information on how to pray.  Tuesday night, 

the focus is the gift of the Mass and the importance of 

family.  The center of Wednesday night is the passion 

of Jesus Christ and how, because of that, we have 

freedom from and forgiveness of our sins.  Thursday 

night is the healing service and the new life of 

discipleship. All are welcome! 

Lenten  
Food Drive 
March 9th & 10th 

March 16th & 17th  
 
It’s almost time for St. Paul’s 4th annual Lenten Food 
Drive! Last year 806 bags of groceries were donated to 
the St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry by our extremely 
generous parishioners!  This year, empty grocery bags 
with an attached wish list will be available after all 
Masses on March 9th & 10th for anyone who would like 
to donate.   
 
Volunteers are needed on March 16th & 17th after all Masses to 
help sort through the returned bags of food.  If  you would like 
to volunteer to sort food,  please come to Family Center 
Section 3 after you attend Mass.  Thank you! 
 

                       — St. Vincent de Paul Society 

 

Summer Mission Trip to  

PANAMA 
June 5 - 12, 2019 

 

If you are a youth, young Adult, medical doctor, 
physician’s assistant, nurse or have a desire to be a 

missionary disciple, please join us! 
 

Email: panamamission@stpaulchurch.com 

The next Men’s Prayer Breakfast will be held 

on Sat., March 16 from 8:30am - 11:30am.  

Please meet in the Chapel for Mass at 8:30am.  

Afterwards, we will have breakfast in the Family 

Center followed by prayer and a religious video.    



 

 

St. Paul Catholic Preschool 

   Bible Verse of the Week 
“Be strong and courageous.  Do not be terrified; do 
not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be 

with you where you go.” 

Joshua 1:9 
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License # C HC 110273  

Excellence in Catholic preschool education  for  over 35 years 

Contact us! 
Preschool Office: (813) 264 -3314  

Email:  director@stpaulchurch.com  

Our Western Round-up Spaghetti Dinner and Silent Auction 
was a huge success!  I am so excited to have attended my first 
Spaghetti Dinner and Silent Auction as the Director of our 
wonderful preschool.  This annual event is such a special part 
of who we are.  We enjoyed seeing our students as well as our 
current families and alumni families.  We also had the 
opportunity to visit with our supportive parishioners, clergy, 
friends and other family members.   
 
I want to personally thank Sarah Chipko and Nadine Belliveau 
for chairing this event.  Sarah and Nadine put in numerous 
hours recruiting a wonderful team of volunteers, coordinating 
decorations, seeking donations for our auction and much, much 
more.  I also want to personally thank our Knights of 
Columbus who so graciously prepared and donated the food 
that was served.     
 
I truly believe that a Catholic Education is such a special gift 
that you can give children.  I am blessed to be here leading the 
youngest of Catholic School Students in Courageously Living 
the Gospel.  Each day our passionate and creative teachers 
work hard at providing the most hands-on and innovative 
academic curriculum, entirely infused with our Catholic 
Faith.  Our staff ensures that our children feel safe and secure 
all while teaching enriching academics, discipline, respect and 
service to others.   
 
On behalf of myself and our staff, which get the pleasure of 
working with you and your children, we want to thank you for 
your trust and support.  Enjoy the pictures to the right as a 
recap of our event! 
 

                     — Abbie Johnson, Director 

Enrollment for the 2019-2020 School Year is still open.  
If you are interested in having your child attend our 
preschool, please apply soon.  A limited number of 
spaces are available. 
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  St. Paul Faith Formation     
We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace 

Adult Faith Formation Classes for Parent of Grades K-5 
 

Day             Date       Time          Location 
Sun       3/24/19     10:30am-11:15am  FC #3 
Mon       3/25/19     4:15pm-5:00pm   Church 
Tue       3/26/19     6:15pm-7:00pm   Church 

Adult Faith Formation Classes for Parent of Grades 6-8 
 

Day             Date       Time          Location 
Sun       4/7/19      4:15pm-5:00pm   Pavilion 
Mon       4/8/19      6:15pm-7:00pm   Church 
Wed              4/9/19           6:15pm-7:00pm Church 

 “A good tree does not bear rotten fruit, nor does a rotten tree bear good fruit” (Lk 6:43).  

Baptism 

God reaches out to us in all kinds of ways. The desire in your 
heart to baptize your child is one of them. The promises you 
make for your child on this day will begin to form your child 
into a faithful follower of Christ. However, the day of baptism 
is only the beginning of this journey. Baptism is literally a life 
changing event! 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism at St. Paul Catholic Church takes 
place on the first three Saturdays of every month in English 
and the fourth Saturday of every month in Spanish.   If your 
child needs to be baptized please contact our Baptismal 
Coordinator, Maria Mendez, at 813-961-3023 or via email 
at: mmendez@stpaulchurch.com. Parents and Godparents 
will be asked to attend a baptismal preparation class. 

 

 
 

Volunteers Needed 
We are in urgent need of volunteers who would like to share 
their faith with young children, ages 4-7 during the 9:00am 
Mass or the 2:00pm Spanish Mass. This ministry is called 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word. All you need to have is a 
love for Jesus and little children. You must be at least 18 
years old but we would also love to have teen help.  We will 
train you! For more information, please contact Sonia 
Eberhardt via email at: seberhardt@stpaulchurch.com or 
at (813)264-3381. 

Faith Formation Registration 

If your child is not currently attending a Catholic School, 

he and/or she should be registered in our parish’s  

Religious Education Program.  Early Bird registration for 

2019-20 year begins this weekend after all Masses.  Enjoy 

$10 off each child’s registration if paid before April 1 and 

reserve your child’s spot for next year.  

 

If your child is over the age of 7 and has not started 

preparing for First Communion or is over the age of 13 

and has not started to prepare for Confirmation, please 

contact us!  We can help you begin the preparation. It is 

not too late to inquire about Faith Formation! For 

more information, call our office at:  813-961-3023. 



 

 

Mass Intentions for the Week of March 3rd 
 

Saturday, March 2, 2019 

8:30am   Joseph Ondrula + 

5:30pm   St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 

7:30pm   Aldoir Pinzkoski + 

Sunday, March 3, 2019 

Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30am    Sally and Charles Gidaro + 

9:00am   Mary Jane Dorvae + 

10:45am    Rose Matassini + 

12:30pm  Lynn Bartolotta + 

2:00pm   Nancy and Luis Alcantara (int.) 

5:30 pm     Nicole Hosein (int.) 
Monday, March 4, 2019 

Saint Casimir 
7:30am     Joan Russell +  

12:15pm   Molly Sperr + 

Tuesday, March 5, 2019 

7:30am     Nanette Ramones (int.) 

12:15pm  Van Maillet + 

Wednesday, March 6, 2019 

Ash Wednesday 
7:30am    Consecrated Life and Priestly Vocations (int.) 

9:00am   Neville Chen + 

12:15pm  Alan Navarro + 

4:00pm   Johnny Rodriguez + 

5:30pm   Andrea Cruz + 

6:00pm   Don McElwee + 

7:00pm   David Parades + 

8:00pm   Samantha Quijano Franco + 

Thursday, March 7, 2019 

Saints Perpetua and Felicity, Martyrs 
7:30am   Bernardo Reyes + 

12:15pm  Allan Navarro + 

Friday, March 8, 2019 

Saint John of God, Religious 
7:30am   Jack Novak + 

12:15pm   Titi Ycaza + 

Saturday, March 9, 2019 

Saint Frances of Rome, Religious 
8:30am   William J. Skarbek + 

5:30pm   Thomas D. Russo + 

7:30pm   St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 

Sunday, March 10, 2019 

First Sunday of Lent 
7:30am    Frances Ziolkowski + 

9:00am   Lynn Bartolotta + 

10:45am    Michael Songy + 

12:30pm  Michael and Mike Hingson + 

2:00pm   Lorenza and Milciades Cuellar + 

5:30 pm     Jaroslaw P. Miernik + 
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Readings for the Week of March 3rd  
 

Sunday Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 Sir 27:4-7; Ps 92:2-3, 13-14, 15-16; 1 Cor 15:54-58;  

 Lk 6:39-45 

Monday Sir 17:20-24; Ps 32:1-2, 5, 6, 7; Mk 10:17-27 

Tuesday Sir 35:1-12; Ps 50:5-6, 7-8, 14 and 23; Mk 10:28-31 

Wednesday Ash Wednesday 

 Jl 2:12-18; Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 12-13, 14 and 17; 2 Cor  

 5:20—6:2; Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 

Thursday Dt 30:15-20; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6; Lk 9:22-25 

Friday Is 58:1-9a; Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 18-19; Mt 9:14-15 

Saturday Is 58:9b-14; Ps 86:1-2, 3-4, 5-6; Lk 5:27-32 

Sunday First Sunday of Lent 

 Dt 26:4-10; Ps 91:1-2, 10-11, 12-13, 14-15; Rom 10:8-

 13; Lk 4:1-13 

Pope Francis: “We need to open the 
door of our hearts to Jesus, who stands 
and knocks (cf. Rev 3:20). Sometimes I 
wonder, though, if perhaps Jesus is 
already inside us and knocking on the 

door for us to let him escape from our stale self-
centredness. In the Gospel, we see how Jesus “went 
through the cities and villages, preaching and bringing the 
good news of the kingdom of God” (Lk 8:1). After the 
resurrection, when the disciples went forth in all directions, 
the Lord accompanied them (cf. Mk 16:20). This is what 
happens as the result of true encounter” (Pope Francis, 
Gaudete et Exsultate, 136).  

 

Faith and Reason: Father Giovanni Battista Riccioli, SJ 
(1598-1671) described himself as a theologian 
but is remembered as a brilliant Italian 
astronomer.  He is known, among other things, 
for his experiments with pendulums and with 
falling bodies, for his discussion of 126 
arguments concerning the motion of the Earth, 

and for introducing the current scheme of lunar 
nomenclature. He is also widely known for discovering the 
first binary star.  While he opposed the Copernican theory, Fr. 
Riccioli’s contributions to science proved to be invaluable and 
further demonstrates that faith and reason go together like 
peanut butter and jelly!  

Words of Wisdom: "We were in the hands of our 
persecutors, when my father, out of the affection he bore me, 
made new efforts to shake my resolution. I said to him: 'Can 
that vessel, which you see, change its name?' He said: 'No.' I 
replied: 'Nor can I call myself any other than I am, that is to 
say, a Christian."  

                       — St. Perpetua (d. 203) 

Words to Live By:  “Give to the poor what God gives us.” 
                      
                            – St. John of God  



 

 

Deo Gratias! We thank God for our all those who 
have been working to prepare our young people to 
receive the Sacraments of First Holy Communion 
and Confirmation.  May God bless you!   Don’t 

forget to share bulletins from your travels with us.  We love to 
hear how God is blessing our sister parishes!  

Ask It Basket: “I heard that during Lent 
there should not be any baptisms, 
confirmations, First Holy Communions, or 
weddings.  What is the truth?”  There are two 

principles to remember: 1) People have a divine right to the 
Sacraments of the Church and 2) Lent is a time of prayer, 
fasting, and works of charity or almsgiving in preparation for 
the celebration of the Easter Mysteries.  There is no 
prohibition against celebrating baptism as the Church is always 
fertile and baptism is necessary for salvation (Jn 3:4).  
Likewise, it is possible to celebrate the other Sacraments of 
Initiation although many bishops and pastors like to plan 
Confirmations and Holy Communions during the Easter 
Season to emphasize our new life in Christ.  As for weddings, 
the couple just needs to be mindful that the wedding will be in 
Lent and therefore will have the typical Lenten “flavor” (ie. no 
gloria or alleluia and minimal use of flowers).  (If you have a 
question for the Ask It Basket, please contact 
FrBill@StPaulChurch.com.)  
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“A good tree does not bear rotten fruit, nor does a rotten tree bear good fruit” (Lk 6:43).  

We pray for the repose of the souls of those recently 
departed: Dr. Cesar Cruz, Paul Joseph Bullara, Margaret 
Theil, Michael Campanelli, Johny Rodriguez, Samual Perales, 
Mary Conrad, Noel Jose Hernandez, Andrea Cruz Trovar, 
Irving Ortega-Diaz, Anna Maria Dusek, Raquel Pedrero, Allan 
Navarro, Carlos Byrnes, Louis Marcano and Valentin Munoz. 
 

Please remember in your prayers those with 
particular health needs: Paul Martin, Margaret 
Uremovich, Linda Taylor, Rosemary Fenton, Freida 
Cardona, Mary García, Lucy Rosario, Adeliza Bacon, 
Suzette Hillis, Bill Kollner and Monica Bencomo. 

Bereavement Ministry of St. Paul 
 

Our ministry offers God’s healing love through 
emotional, physical, mental and spiritual comfort. Our 
next meeting on Tuesday, March 12, 2019 at 7:30pm in 
the Parish Center, Room H. For more information, 
please contact Diana at:  813-748-2874.   

Looking Ahead! March 5: “St. Paul Fest” - Multicultural 

Event from 6:00pm - 9:00pm; March 6:  Ash 

Wednesday - Masses at 7:30am, 9:00am; 12:15pm; 

4:00pm, 5:30pm (LifeTeen); 6:00pm (Portuguese in 

Family Center); 7:00pm, 8:00pm (Spanish in Family 

Center); March 8:  Q & A Parish Meeting with Father Bill in 

Family Center 3 at 7:30pm; March 10:  Daylight Saving Time 

begins; March 10:  First Sunday of Lent; March 10 - 13:  Faith 

Formation Confessions; March 15:  3rd Friday - Our Lady of 

Good Health Novena and Mass - 7:00pm Novena, 7:30pm 

Mass; March 17:  Second Sunday of Lent; March 18 - 22:  

Hillsborough County Schools Spring Break; March 19:  Feast of 

St. Joseph; March 22: 4th Friday Spanish Mass - Stations of the 

Cross at 7:00pm, Mass at 7:30pm, no reception after Mass; 

March 24:  Third Sunday of Lent; March 25 - 28:  Parish 

Mission with Father Larry Richards; March 29:  5th Friday Pan-

African Mass at 7:30pm, no reception after Mass; March 29 - 

30:  Eucharistic Congress in Jacksonville,, Florida. 

Christ Heal Us! On the second Saturday of every month 
during the 8:30 morning Mass, we will offer 
the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick.  This 
beautiful Sacrament is for all those who are 
advanced in age as well as those who suffer from 
a serious (grave) illness.  It is recommended for all those 
who are scheduled to be admitted to a hospital 
for surgery later this month to be anointed.  

This Sacrament can be received as often as needed.  Come 
and experience the healing touch of the Divine Physician!  

Saints of God:  This coming Saturday is the feast of St. 
Frances of Rome.  Frances was the Mother 
Teresa of Calcutta of the 14th century.  She 
was born in Rome in 1384 of a wealthy, 
noble family.  From the age of eleven, she 
knew God was calling her to be a nun.  She 
was blest to be able to see and hear her 
guardian angel throughout life. 

Nevertheless, her father forced her to marry at the age of 
thirteen.  She made the best of a bad situation and within a 
few years, gave birth to three children when the plague hit.  
Frances was moved by the starving families and began to give 
food to the poor.  Infuriated, her father-in-law locked up all 
the food and money.  Frances prayed and the empty granaries 
were miraculous filled with food and the wine caskets were 
filled to the brim with wine.  Frances husband and father-in-
law became believers which freed Frances to do even more 
for the poor.  She turned her home into a hospital and shelter 
for the homeless.  Eventually, she started the Oblates of 
Mary, a lay order of women who pledged themselves to God 
and serve the poor.  At 52, her husband died and she lived the 
life of a consecrated woman.  Four years later, she returned 
home to the Lord.  St. Frances is a wonderful Disciple of 
Christ for us all.  May we all have a heart for those in need!  

Remember us!  Resolve now not to be numbered among 
the more than 60% of adult Americans who die 
intestate.  If you die without a will the State will 
determine how your assets are to be disposed of.  
In addition to remembering your loved ones, 
include the parish in your will or beneficiaries of 

your trust or life insurance.  See your attorney for assistance or 
contact Michael Maloney at the parish office by phone at:  
(813) 961-3023 or via email:  mmaloney@stpaulchurch.com.  
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Home Makers  
of Hope Ministry 

 
Home Makers of Hope Ministry provides gently used 
furniture to families in crisis. If you are interested in 
joining us for a Monday delivery to see if this is a 
ministry for you, please meet at our Ybor City 
warehouse (Gulf Eagle Supply, 2900 East 7th Avenue, 
Tampa, FL 33605) at 9:00am. We select the furniture to 
deliver, load it onto a truck and then deliver the 
furniture to at least two homes. If you would like to 
donate furniture please go to our website and fill out the 
information online at:  www.homemakersofhope.com 
 

Questions?  
Email:  home-makers-of-hope@stpaulchurch.com 

 

 

SHAWLS OF HOPE MINISTRY:  Inviting  
all knitters and crocheters to create shawls 
and baby blankets as a source of comfort and 
prayer.  Next meeting is Friday, March 8 at 
10:00am in the Parish Center. 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul  
Pantry Hours 

Monday & Thursday 9:00 am - 12:00 pm    
Assistance Line: (813) 264-3325   

 

 

 CUB SCOUT PACK 143 
Open to all boys and girls! 

 

 

For more information on how to join  
Cub Scout Pack 143, contact: 

 

George Melendez 
(813) 928-2765 

    cubscouts@stpaulchurch.com 

Employment is scarce for many of our neighbors.  We can 
ease their load when we obey the words of Christ that tell 
us to feed the hungry.  With your donations of food and 
money, we will implement the command of Jesus. 
  

If you would like to help, please leave your food 
donations, to our St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry, in 
the marked baskets located in the Narthex.  Monetary 
donations can be dropped in the poor box, also located in 
the Narthex. Please make sure to specify SVDP in the 
memo line for check donations or you may use an 
offertory envelope for cash donations and label it SVDP.  
 

Thank you for your generosity! ~ SVDP Society 
 

Pantry Wish List This Week: 
Black Beans, Rice and Vegetables 

 

Please note we are unable to use expired items.  

St. Francis  
of Assisi Ministry 

 

The St. Francis of Assisi 
Ministry is accepting prayer 
requests from those who are 
coping with the loss of a pet 
or struggling with their pet’s 
illness. Please submit your 
prayer request to: st-francis-
ministry@stpaulchurch.com 

The Young @ Heart Ministry invites those 55 to the hear: 
 

The Basilica Choir from the 
National Shrine of Mary,  
Queen of the Universe 

 

Date:  Sunday, March 10th 
Concert Start Time:  3:00pm 

Location:  St. Mary CC, St. Petersburg, Florida 
 

The choir represents the very best in liturgical choir music. 
 

Please meet in the Family Center parking lot at 1:30 pm to 
car pool. The concert begins at 3:00 pm and is free. 

 

Questions?  Contact Jim Demer at (813) 383-6867 

American Heritage Girls Troop 147 Adventures  
at the American Kennel Club 

 

Our troop visited the American Kennel Club National 
Competition and learned about the many breeds, groups 
and compeitions.  We also made some great new friends! 

 

For more information about the American Heritage Girls, 
please send an email to:  ahg@stpaulchurch.com 
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Legal Consultation and Referral Service  
Every Monday by appointment only 

  Please call (813) 961-3023 

Divorced and Separated Support Group 
This ministry provides caring support for both women and 
men experiencing separation or divorce.  The group meets 
every Friday night at 7:30pm in the St. Paul Parish Center.  
You may come as often as you would like...every week, once a 
month or whenever it is convenient for you.  No charges/no 
fees.  All are welcome!  For more information and to answer 
any questions, please call Don Hemke at (813) 205-1735. 

Counseling Services 
Offered by Dr. Pat Berne 

Please call (813) 961-3023 to make an appointment 

AA Meetings:  Do you feel your life is out of control?  Is 
Alcohol ruining your life?  Help is here!  Our parish is blessed 
to host weekly Alcoholics Anonymous meetings every 
Wednesday at 8:15pm in the St Michael Building.  For more 
information, call (813) 933-9123.  May God bless you! 

“Belong” Teen Conference 
July 19 - 21, 2019 

Rosen Shingle Creek Resort 
Orlando, Florida 

 

This theme will speak to relationship with God as sons 
and daughters, with one another as brothers and sisters 
in Christ, with the Church and the world. Through this 
theme we hope to address two specific trends in youth 
culture today: the lack of true and authentic 
relationships, especially as a result of the use of social 
media, leading to feelings of loneliness and isolation. 
We want the youth to know their true identity as sons 
and daughters of the Father and the bond we have with 
one another as the Body of Christ.  
 
For more information, please contact Stephen Watkins 

at: swatkins@stpaulchurch.com 

Knights of Columbus Council 11211 
 

WOMEN’S CLOTHING 
& TOILETRIES DRIVE 

 

Saturday, March 30th and Sunday, March 31st  
In the Porticos After All Masses 

 

All clothing items must be new or “gently used”.  Toiletries 
must be new and should be travel size.  Acceptable items 
include: clothing, shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, hats, 
deodorants, toothpaste, shampoo, conditioner and soap. 

Calling all Young Adults: As a young adult, you are 
cordially invited to join any of our 
ministries.  We value your considerable 
talents and expertise.  If you are not sure 
of how to become more active, call Laurie 
at (813) 961-3023.  We also host three 
extraordinary ministries which are 
exclusively for young adults: The Apostles 
of the Eucharist meet most Friday 
evenings (merimee@verizon.net), Singles 

for Christ every other Thursday (813) 503-6460, and there is a 
group of young Hispanics who gather for adoration every 
Friday night.  Thank you for choosing St. Paul as your 
spiritual home! 

“A good tree does not bear rotten fruit, nor does a rotten tree bear good fruit” (Lk 6:43).  

Closed Arms: If you are attending 

Mass and are suffering from a cold, it 

is acceptable not to hold the hands of 

those next to you during the Our 

Father or shake the hands of those 

during the peace offering.  You can simply cross your arms in 

front of your body to make the letter “X”.  This gesture may 

also be used to receive a blessing during communion if you 

are disposed from receiving the Blessed Sacrament. 

UPCOMING YOUTH RETREATS 
 

Camping Retreat at Camp Good Counsel: 3/29 - 3/31 
Panama Mission: 6/5 - 6/12 

Good Samaritan Project: 6/24 - 6/29 
Steubenville Orlando: 7/19 - 7/21 

 
For information on these aforementioned retreats, please 

contact Stephen Watkins at:  swatkins@stpaulchurch.com 



 

 

      Offertory for February 24, 2019   
 

Offertory:  $22,310 
Online Giving:  $12,435   

Attendance:  3,670 
Envelopes:  783 

     

 Thank you for your generosity! 

  

Stewardship:  A Way of  Life 
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Sign up for Online Giving!   
It’s simple and convenient.   

 

Go to StPaulChurch.com, and click on the Online 
Giving link for more info on how to sign up.   

Leaving a Legacy 

Leaving a legacy by 

including St. Paul Catholic 

Church in your will is most 

appreciated.  There can be many advantages to leaving a 

gift in this way.  Naming our parish as an entity in your 

will, trust, or as a beneficiary on a life insurance policy is 

a way for any parishioner to bless future generations 

through a legacy gift and support the ministry of the 

church.  For additional information please call Michael 

Maloney at (813) 961-3023 or e-mai l : 

mmaloney@stpaulchurch.com 

Thank you to everyone who has 
courageously responded to the 
request to participate in the 2019 
Annual Pastoral Appeal. Your 
gift is received with great 
humility, thanks, and gratitude by 
the thousands of people 
suppor t ed  th rough your 
donation. As we embark on our 

new diocesan vision, let’s give thanks for the Good Works 
being done in Jesus’ name throughout our diocese.  APA 
is an opportunity to learn more about the 50+ ministries, 
programs and services available throughout our diocese.  
If you have any questions about APA, the services it 
funds, or how it benefits our parish, please call our parish 
office or visit our diocesan website at www.dosp.org and 
discover something new about local Church outreach. If 
you have not yet responded, please know we want and 
need your participation!  Every gift, every prayer, and 
every sacrifice brings hope to someone seeking the love 
and mercy of Christ.  You may place a stamp and  mail in 
your pledge envelope or turn in your pledge envelope to 
the Parish Office.  Please ensure that your pledge 
envelope has the following:  390 - St. Paul Parish, Tampa. 

Coffee & Donuts 
Your Host Today:  

Knights of  Columbus 
If there is an event going on at St. Paul’s, you are sure to 
see these fine men in their yellow shirts helping out.  
They are true stewards of the church.  Please come and 
say thank you and if you are a male and not a member, 
see how you can join this fraternity devoted to helping 
the church. 

For more information, contact: 

Chuck Glass 
kofc@stpaulchurch.com 

A Stewardship Moment … 

Today’s readings exhort us Christian disciples to form ourselves 
— mind and heart — in imitation of Christ so we can better 
reflect His goodness in our daily lives. 

The first reading from Sirach offers timeless counsel: “the fruit 
of a tree shows the care it has had: so too does one’s speech 
disclose the bent of one’s mind. Praise no one before he 
speaks.” Jesus uses the very same analogy in today’s Gospel 
reading from Luke: “A good tree does not bear rotten fruit, nor 
does a rotten tree bear good fruit. For every tree is known by 
its own fruit.” 

Everything we have is a gift from God to be used for His 
honor and glory. This includes the gift of speech and, even 
more broadly, all forms of modern-day communication — 
email, text, Twitter, Facebook and the rest. What comes forth 
from our mouths, or keyboard, or phone, is a reflection of what 
is in our minds and hearts. Our ability to communicate with 
each other is itself a gift which we must steward well. 

In the same Gospel passage, Jesus reminds us, “No disciple is 
superior to the teacher; but when fully trained, every disciple 
will be like his teacher.” The more time we spend with Jesus, 
our teacher, through regular prayer and a strong sacramental 
life, the more we will become like Him. Then all that we do and 
say (and tweet and post) will bring others to closer to Him. 
This is the life’s work of the Christian steward. It is privileged 
work indeed. 

mailto:mmaloney@stpaulchurch.com
http://www.dosp.org
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“A good tree does not bear rotten fruit, nor does a rotten tree bear good fruit” (Lk 6:43).  

Faith in Action:  “A good tree does not bear 
rotten fruit, nor does a rotten tree bear good 
fruit” (Lk 6:43).  Are you using your God-given 
gifts in the way God intended? Do you compare 
yourself to others and complain about what you 

don't have instead of being thankful for what you do have? 
God gives each of us unique gifts and a unique plan. Listen to 
how God is calling you to use your gifts, to bear good fruit, 
for the glory of His name. 

Living Faith:  This Wednesday is Ash 
Wednesday and the beginning of Lent.  How 
is God calling you to grow in holiness this 

Lent?  How is He calling you to become the “best version of 
yourself?”  Pray about it!  

We want to celebrate!  Are you or a fellow parishioner 
celebrating a special milestone such as a birthday, 
anniversary, graduation or other special event?  Are 
you expecting a child or preparing to move?  Please 
call Elizabeth at the parish office and let us know!  
We would like to remember you in our prayers and 

invite you to bring up the gifts at the Sunday Mass.  Let your 
parish family be a part of your celebration! 

I. Sirach 2:4-7. Another Book of Wisdom.
  

Reflection: The full title of this book is, 
“The Wisdom of  Yeshua ben Eleazar 
ben Sira.” It is also sometimes referred to 
as “Ecclesiasticus.” It was written 
originally in Hebrew sometime around 
175 BCE. It is a canonical book for 
Roman Catholics and the Eastern 
Orthodox Churches. Protestants consider 
it Apocryphal. It is not recognized as part 
of Scripture by Jews. It is Part of the 
Wisdom tradition, having its location 
directly adjacent to the Book of Wisdom. 
It has 50 chapters and is the longest book 
in the Bible. The four verses that are in 
today’s reading focus on trusting in God 
no matter what problems or humiliations 
arise in one’s life. The hearer is urged to 
wait for God’s mercy and not to lose faith 
and not to turn away, lest one fall.  

II. 1 Corinthians 15:54-58. The Final 
Word on Resurrection. 

 

Reflection: Paul brings to a conclusion 
his comments on two elements, the 
reality of the Resurrection of Jesus and 
our participation at some time in His 
Resurrection. At some time in the future 
all of us will participate In the Conquest 
of Death. He refers to Isaiah 25:8, where 
the prophet visualizes the Lord’s 
bringing immortality to Jews in the 
restored Jerusalem, and Hosea 13:14 
where this Prophet challenges Death by 
the Lord’s action with his people. Where, 
oh Death is your victory, where oh Death is 
your sting?” Paul adds a phrase that is not 
clear: The sting of death is sin, and the power 
of sin is the law. Paul probably is not 
referring to the law as expressed by 
Pharisees, but is probably visualizing the 
law that he preached regarding the 
resurrected Christ. 
 

III. Luke 6:39-45. Prophetic Wisdom. 
 

Reflection: This section of Luke’s Gospel 
focuses on the latter part of the “Sermon 
on the Plain.” Our section opens with 
Jesus telling his disciples “a parable.” Most 
scholars recognize that He told a 
“proverb,” about a blind person being 
unable to serve as a guide for another 
blind person. Luke probably was referring 
to the Pharisees in their opposition to 
Jesus. The well-known proverb about the 
focusing on a splinter in the eye of a 
brother and ignoring “wooden beam” in 
one’s own eye is one of the most famous 
of Jesus’ wisdom sayings. These sayings 
are not completely independent of other 
Hellenistic sayings of the time. The 
underlying theme is one of personal 
integrity, where “every tree is known by its 
own fruit.” Scholars have located similar 
sayings in the Gospel of Thomas, in the 
works of Petronius (22-69 AD), Epictetus 
and Seneca. 

Due to copyright restrictions, we are not 
able to print the Scriptures with the 

Reflections of Dr. Jack Conroy.   

Not Well? If you, a member of your family or a friend are ill 
and unable to attend weekly Mass, please inform 
us by calling Barbara at the parish office.  No 
Catholic should be deprived of the opportunity 
for frequent reception of Communion.  Also, if 
you have an upcoming surgery, receive the 

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick before admission. Due to 
HIPPA laws, it is imperative that you let the hospital know 
that you would like a visit from a Catholic priest.  Also, be sure 
to call the parish office to inform us as well.  Thank you and 
know you are in our prayers! 

On a Lighter Note! 
Q. Do you know what an agnostic dyslexic 
insomniac does? 
A.  He stays up all night wondering if there 
really is a dog! 

Gluten Intolerant?  If you have an adverse reaction to the 

gluten found in bread, including the Holy 
Eucharist, you have several options.  First, you are 
welcome to receive the Lord in the Precious Blood.  
Remember, He is fully in present in the smallest 
drop of his Precious Blood as well as in the smallest 

particle of the Host.  Second, there are low-gluten or “gluten 

free” altar breads available which contain less than 0.00042% 
gluten.  If you would like to know more about the procedure we 
use at St. Paul Catholic Church to distribute the low-gluten 
Hosts, see Father Bill or call Elizabeth at (813) 961-3023. 

Diocesan Animal Policy: In order to ensure the 

safety of all of our parishioners as well as their pets, 

it is prohibited to have animals on Diocesan 

property other than service animals.  

Spring Ahead!  Daylight Savings Time returns on 
the second Sunday of March.  Don’t forget to set 
your clocks next weekend!  


