
 

 



"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,  
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian  

community of faith, living our love for God and neighbor while growing together as disciples of Christ." 

  First Sunday of Lent                            Sunday, March 10, 2019 

All are welcome! 
 
 

WEEKEND MASSES 
 

Saturday Masses 
8:30am Mass 

(Morning Prayer and  
Benediction 8:10am) 

 

Saturday Vigil Masses 
5:30pm   

Missa em Português: 7:30pm 
 

Sunday Masses 
7:30am, 9:00am, 10:45am,  

12:30 pm, 5:30pm 
Misa en Español:  2:00pm  

 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
 

Monday to Friday 
7:30am and 12:15pm 

 
First Friday Mass 7:30pm 
Third Friday Mass 7:30pm 

*Fourth Friday Mass 7:30pm  
*(en Español) 

 
 

Reconciliation (Confession) 
Monday to Friday 11:30am - Noon 

Saturdays 10:00am and 4:00pm  
or upon request 

 
 

Eucharistic Adoration  
Monday to Thursday 

8:00am to 8:30pm 
Compline & Benediction  

 

Friday 8:00am to  
Saturday 8:30am Mass 

 
 
 

Morning Prayer 
Monday - Friday 7:10am 

Saturday 8:10am 
 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Every Second Saturday  
of the Month at 8:30am 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday 8:00am to 4:00pm 

 
 

Website: 
www.stpaulchurch.com 

 

Contact us at: 
info@stpaulchurch.com 

 

Forgiveness  
and Renewal 

Remissione  
et Renovatio 
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We’re here to serve you! 
 

St. Paul Catholic Church 
12708 N. Dale Mabry Hwy. 
Tampa, Florida  33618-2802 

(813) 961-3023 
 
 

www.stpaulchurch.com 
 

Questions?  Please send email to:  
info@stpaulchurch.com 

 

Clergy 
Fr. Bill Swengros    Pastor 
Fr. George Gyasi       Parochial Vicar 
Fr. Robert Romaine  Parochial Vicar 
Deacon Carlos Celaya  RCIA 
Deacon Ray Dever     Mental Health Support 
Deacon Frank Henriquez  Young Adult Ministry 
 

Faith Formation 
Carmen Cayon Director 
Maria Mendez Baptism and 
 FORMED® Coordinator     
Sonia Eberhardt         K-5 Faith Formation  
 Coordinator, 1st Holy 
 Communion Prep 
Theresa Adams          Middle School 
 Minister (Confirmation) 

Stephen Watkins       High School Minister 
Maria Costa                 RCIA, Marriage Prep, 
 Adult Confirmation, 
 Quinceañeras 
Sr. Theresa Betz        Spiritual Direction 
Silvia Rivera               Religious Education 
 Assistant (Records) 
 

Preschool 
Abbie Johnson            Director 
Mindy Geer                Assistant Director 
 

Liturgy 
Elizabeth Hays           Liturgist, Bereavement 
 Minister 
Mary Gant                   Music Director 
 

Parish Support 
Michael Maloney        Parish Manager  
Barbara Gray               Pastoral         
  Administrative      
   Assistant (Scheduling) 
Laurie Erickson Director of Ministries     
Sam Mathai                Maintenance 
Charles Yezak             Director of 
 Communications  
Tina Bubb                  Finance Office  
 

Our Vision Statement:  
“Growing Together as Disciples 

of Christ.”  

My Friends, 
 

I’m so excited about this year’s Lenten journey!  With the Lord as our 
Shepherd, I know we will be blessed in so many ways!  How is it going so far?  
Ash Wednesday was certainly a moment of grace with a record number of 
people coming to mark the beginning of their annual Lenten pilgrimage with 
the reception of ashes.  How have you been doing with your Lenten 
resolutions?  If you aren’t doing so well, my guess is that you set a goal which is 
too high ... remember baby steps, baby steps.  Choose a goal which will help 
you to grow closer to God through your prayer, fasting, or charitable acts. 
 

This year’s theme for Lent is Forgiveness and Renewal (Latin: Remissione et 
Renovatio).  The theme has two parts. The first is forgiveness.  How is God 
calling you to be more open to forgiveness?  Who do you need to forgive?  
Who do you need to ask for forgiveness?  The second part is renewal.  How is 
God calling you to renewal?  How can you participate in His renewal of the 
church and world?  These are very important questions for us to contemplate 
throughout our journey. 
 

I hope you are also enjoying our Lenten gifts of either Connie Clark’s book 
“Our Path of Life” or Joseph Sica’s book “¡Dejen Que Dios Obre Maravillas!”  
I’m leading a Facebook discussion of Connie’s book.  All my “Friends” are 
welcome to participate! 
 

We have mailed each parish family our Lenten Highlights brochure.  If you did 
not get a copy of our Lenten Highlights, please pick one up at the Parish Office 
or Narthex.  You should also let the Parish Office know.  My guess is that 
either you are not registered or we don’t have your correct address on file.  
 

This Friday we will be offering a special Taizé prayer service beginning at 7:00pm 
in our chapel.  Taizé was founded in 1940 by a group of young Christians who 
realized that the key to world peace is for people to come together to dialogue 
and pray.  Over the years, a unique prayer was developed which invites people of 
all different languages, nationalities, and walks of life into union with God.  It is 
truly profound.  Please come and enjoy the peace of Christ! 
 

Also, please don’t forget about our annual Lenten Mission, Monday through 
Thursday, March 25-28, beginning at 7:00pm.  This year, I’ve asked noted 
speaker and author, Fr. Larry Richards, to lead us.  Father Larry has a very 
dynamic and down-to-earth preaching style which is sure to both delight and 
challenge you.  I promise that those who come the first night, won’t want to 
miss the rest of the nights!  Please be sure to invite your friends, colleagues, 
classmates, and neighbors to join you! 
 

Last but not least, I thank you for your faithfulness in completing your pledge 
to the Annual Pastoral Appeal.  The money raised through this Appeal is 
instrumental in helping us to provide the highest quality of pastoral care to you.  
Every dimension of our parish is assisted through the offices of our Diocese: 
Liturgies, Faith Formation, Youth Ministry, Clergy Formation, Building and 
Maintenance, Administration, Human Resources, etc.  Your donation is an 
affirmation of your love for our wonderful parish!  Thank you and may God 
bless you for your donation. 
 

Courageously growing together in Christ, 
 

 
 
 

Fr. Bill Swengros 
Pastor 

http://www.StPaulChurch.com
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“I have now brought you the first fruits of the products of the soil which you, O Lord, have given to me” (Dt 26:10).   

MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST 
 

The next Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
will be held on Sat., March 16 
from 8:30am - 11:30am.  Please 
meet in the Chapel for Mass at 
8:30am.  Afterwards, we will 

have breakfast in the Family Center 
followed by prayer and viewing of a video 
featuring Father Larry Richards. 

Lenten Food Drive  
This Weekend! 

March 9 - 10 
 

It’s time for St. Paul’s 4th Annual Lenten Food Drive!  Help 
us feed the many needy families in our community.  Take a 
bag home with you after Mass today, fill it with items from 
the attached wish list and bring it back to Mass with you 
next weekend,  March 16th & 17th. Please remember that 
we are unable to use expired or opened items. 
 
Volunteers are needed on March 16th & 17th after all 
Masses to help sort food.  If you would like to help, please 
come to Family Center, Section 3 to join us.  All are 
welcome!  Thank you!   
 

                ~St. Vincent de Paul Society 

FEAST OF ST. JOSEPH 
 

 

The Council of Catholic 
Women (CCW) invite 
you to visit the Saint 
Joseph Table on 
Sunday, March 17th 
during Coffee and 
Donuts. Bring in your 
St. Joseph statue(s) to 
be blessed next Sunday. 
 

The CCW will host festivities in honor of St. 
Joseph on Tuesday, March 19th, after the 
12:15pm Mass. This is an Italian tradition 
to give thanks for prayers answered.  A 
three tiered Altar, laid with fine linens and 
decorated with flowers and votive candles,  
will be  filled with breads and sweets. 
Come join us! 
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SAFE HAVEN SUNDAY: THANK YOU!  
 

Our Safe Haven Sunday was a big success! The Diocese of St. Petersburg extends 
a tremendous “Thank You!” to all who made Safe Haven Sunday possible and to 
all parishioners for their support of the education and awareness on the issues 
of pornography at our Sunday celebration. Again, thanks to our parish 
community for your openness to the topics of internet safety and the dignity of 
the human person in light of the pornographic culture. Just because Safe Haven 
Sunday is over for this year, it doesn’t mean our efforts to make our homes safe 
havens is over. Stay informed at http://www.dosp.org/ freedom-from-porn, and 
learn more about how to protect and guide your family and friends.  

PASSION PLAY 
2020 

There are only three places left 
for the pilgrimage to see the 
Passion Play in Oberammergau 
Germany and Danube River 
Cruise.  We will leave on July 
29th of 2020.  In addition to 
seeing the Passion Play, we will 
visit the medieval city of 
Innsbruck, the baroque 
Benedictine Abbey of Ettal, the 
r o m a n t i c  c a s t l e  o f 
Neuschwans t e in  be fo r e 
embarking on a cruise up the 
Danube River...visiting these 
picturesque cities...Nuremberg 
(pictured), Regensburg, Passau, 
Melk, Vienna, and Budapest!  

 Call Margie at  
1-800-644-4659  

for more information 
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“I have now brought you the first fruits of the products of the soil which you, O Lord, have given to me” (Dt 26:10).   

Knights of Columbus Council 11211 
 

WOMEN’S CLOTHING 
& TOILETRIES DRIVE 

 

Saturday, March 30th and Sunday, March 31st  
In the Porticos After All Masses 

 

All clothing items must be new or “gently used”.  Toiletries 
must be new and should be travel size.  Acceptable items 
include: clothing, shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, hats, 
deodorants, toothpaste, shampoo, conditioner and soap.  
For more information, please send an email message to: 
kofc@stpaulchurch.com 

UPCOMING YOUTH RETREATS 
 

Camping Retreat at Camp Good Counsel: 3/29 - 3/31 
Panama Mission: 6/5 - 6/12 

Good Samaritan Project: 6/24 - 6/29 
Steubenville Orlando: 7/19 - 7/21 

 
For information on these aforementioned retreats, please 

contact Stephen Watkins at:  swatkins@stpaulchurch.com 

It is not mysterious.  It is a simple question…is 
God calling you to serve others? 

 

Attend our next PANAMA MISSION meeting! 
 

Tuesday, March 12th at 7:30pm 
Parish Center, Room E 

 

Email: panamamission@stpaulchurch.com 

St. Paul 
Parish Mission Prayer 

 
Holy Father, great God of love and mercy,  

You have surrendered everything for love of us. 
May we learn to surrender everything for love of You.  

 
Fill us with Your Holy Spirit  

that we may do Your will and not our own.  
Help us to love You above all things  

and to love Your people the way You have commanded us. 
Quiet our minds and hearts  

that we may be open to the gift of Your truth,  
and grant that our Parish Mission may be: 

 
a time of Grace for all, 

a time of growth for the young, 
a time of refreshment for the old, 

a time of renewal for families, 
a time of healing for the broken, 
a time of joy for the sorrowing, 

a time of challenge for the complacent, 
a time of forgiveness for the sinner, 

a time of strength for the holy, 
a time of homecoming for all who have been away. 

 
We beg You these things, Holy Father, in Jesus’ name.  

Amen.  



 

 

St. Paul Catholic Preschool 

   Bible Verse of the Week 
“Trust in the Lord with all your 
heart and do not lean on your 

own understanding.” 
Proverbs 3:5 
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License # C HC 110273  

Excellence in Catholic preschool education  for  over 35 years 

Contact us! 
Preschool Office: (813) 264-3314 

Email:  preschool@stpaulchurch.com  

Enrollment for the 2019-2020 School Year is still open.  
If you are interested in having your child attend our 
preschool, please apply soon.  A limited number of 
spaces are available. 

Staff Positions Open for the 2019-20 School Year 

Do you have a passion for working with children?        

St. Paul Catholic Preschool has a few staff openings, as 

well as a need for substitute teachers.  Bachelors Degree 

in Early Childhood Education or related field, desired.  

Part-time positions only.  If you are interested, please 

send a cover letter and resume to Mrs. Abbie Johnson at 

director@stpaulchurch.com  

STEM represents the combination of Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Art, and Math. 
  
Preschoolers naturally are inquisitive and ask a lot of 
questions just like a scientist!  By asking a lot of questions, 
children are trying to understand the world around them.  
Early childhood educators can inspire and encourage 
students’ creativity through hands-on learning and problem-
solving.  Opportunities for hands on play with different 
materials will allow children to learn and extend their 
knowledge and creative thinking skills.  
  
To celebrate Dr. Seuss’ birthday, Extended Day 
experimented on two Dr. Seuss’ STEM activities: 
  
1.     Fizzy Green Eggs and Ham for Dr. Seuss Science:  
A fun example of a chemical reaction with solid 
(baking soda) and a liquid (vinegar) reacting together 
to form a completely new substance. When the vinegar 
(an acid) and baking soda (a base) combine, they form 
a gas called carbon dioxide which is all the fizzing 
bubbling action you see! All three states of matter are 
present: liquid (vinegar), solid (baking soda), and gas 
(carbon dioxide). 
  
2.     Dr. Seuss STEM Challenge: Stack the Cat’s Hat:  
Can you stack the cat’s hat with just cups and paper? How 
tall can you make the cat’s hat? Why use paper squares? It 
creates a stable base to help disperse the weight of the cups. 
To some extent, gravity helps keep the tower up if the 
weight is properly distributed. What happens when it gets 
top heavy? Gravity can also make the tower topple over. 
Children got to see both in action a few times. 
 
           — Nitza Espaillat, Extended Day Lead Teacher  
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  St. Paul Faith Formation     
We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace 

Adult Faith Formation Classes for Parent of Grades K-5 
 

Day             Date       Time          Location 
Sun       3/24/19     10:30am-11:15am  FC #3 
Mon       3/25/19     4:15pm-5:00pm   Church 
Tue       3/26/19     6:15pm-7:00pm   Church 

Adult Faith Formation Classes for Parent of Grades 6-8 
 

Day             Date       Time          Location 
Sun       4/7/19      4:15pm-5:00pm   Pavilion 
Mon       4/8/19      6:15pm-7:00pm   Church 
Wed              4/9/19            6:15pm-7:00pm Church 

 “I have now brought you the first fruits of the products of the soil which you, O Lord, have given to me” (Dt 26:10).   

Baptism 
 

God reaches out to us in all kinds of ways. The desire in your 
heart to baptize your child is one of them. The promises you 
make for your child on this day will begin to form your child 
into a faithful follower of Christ. However, the day of baptism 
is only the beginning of this journey. Baptism is literally a life 
changing event! 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism at St. Paul Catholic Church takes 
place on the first three Saturdays of every month in English 
and the fourth Saturday of every month in Spanish.   If your 
child needs to be baptized please contact our Baptism 
Coordinator, Maria Mendez, at 813-961-3023 or via email 
at: mmendez@stpaulchurch.com. Parents and Godparents 
will be asked to attend a baptismal preparation class. 

 

 
 

Volunteers Needed 
We are in urgent need of volunteers who would like to share 
their faith with young children, ages 4-7 during the 9:00am 
Mass and the 2:00pm Spanish Mass. This ministry is called 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word. All you need to have is a 
love for Jesus and little children. You must be at least 18 
years old but we would also love to have teen help.  We will 
train you! For more information, please contact Sonia 
Eberhardt via email at: seberhardt@stpaulchurch.com or 
at (813)264-3381. 

Faith Formation Registration 

If your child is not currently attending a Catholic School, 

he and/or she should be registered in our parish’s  

Religious Education Program.  Early Bird registration for 

2019-20 year began last weekend. Enjoy $10 off each 

child’s registration if paid before April 1 and reserve your 

child’s spot for next year.  

 

If your child is over the age of 7 and has not started 

preparing for First Communion or is over the age of 13 

and has not started to prepare for Confirmation, please 

contact us!  We can help you begin the preparation. It is 

not too late to inquire about Faith Formation! For 

more information, call our office at:  813-961-3023. 

 

Are you curious about the Catholic 
Faith or have you ever thought 

about becoming a Catholic? 
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) 
program is just for you! 

 

You are invited to our casual meetings where we will: 
•Present and discuss the basic principles of the Catholic Faith 
•Answer any questions about the Catholic Church 

 

Meetings will be held in the Parish Center, room G on: 
March 13, April 10, April 24, May 8, May 22,  

June 5, and June 19, 2019. 
 

Questions?   
Please contact Maria Costa at 
mcosta@stpaulchurch.com 



 

 

Mass Intentions for the Week of March 10th 
 

Saturday, March 9, 2019 

Saint Frances of Rome, Religious 

8:30am   William J. Skarbek + 

5:30pm   Thomas D. Russo + 

7:30pm   St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 

Sunday, March 10, 2019 

First Sunday of Lent 

7:30am    Frances Ziolkowski + 

9:00am   Lynn Bartolotta + 

10:45am    Michael Songy + 

12:30pm  Michael and Mike Hingson + 

2:00pm   Lorenza and Milciades Cuellar + 

5:30 pm     Jaroslaw P. Miernik + 

Monday, March 11, 2019 

7:30am     Ventura Perez +  

12:15pm   Guillermo Servia + 

Tuesday, March 12, 2019 

7:30am     Thomas Mahlmeister + 

12:15pm  Maria Kutty Philip + 

Wednesday, March 13, 2019 

7:30am    Mary Philip + 

12:15pm  Consecrated Life and Priestly Vocations (int.) 

Thursday, March 14, 2019 

7:30am   John and Bertha Giordano +  

12:15pm  Barbara Morrison + 

Friday, March 15, 2019 

7:30am   Theresa Thompson + 

12:15pm   Laura Marie Lemanski + 

7:30pm   Nicanor Navarro 

Saturday, March 16, 2019 

8:30am   Anthony Aguilar (int.) 

5:30pm   Valentin Munoz + 

7:30pm   St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 

Sunday, March 17, 2019 

Second Sunday of Lent 

7:30am    St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 

9:00am   Carolyn Bodo +  

10:45am    Pryan and Vitale Family (int.) 

12:30pm  Fred Layo + 

2:00pm   6th Anniversary of Matrimonial Dialogue (int.) 

5:30 pm     Charles Glass (int.) 
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Readings for the Week of March 10th 

 

Sunday First Sunday of Lent 
 Dt 26:4-10; Ps 91:1-2, 10-11, 12-13, 14-15; 
 Rom 10:8-13; Lk 4:1-13 
Monday Lv 19:1-2, 11-18; Ps 19:8, 9, 10,15; Mt 25:31-46 
Tuesday Is 55:10-11; Ps 34:4-5, 6-7, 16-17, 18-19; Mt 6:7-15 
Wednesday Jon 3:1-10; Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19; Lk 11:29-32 
Thursday Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25; Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 
 7c-8; Mt 7:7-12 
Friday Ez 18:21-28; Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-7a, 7bc-8; 
 Mt 5:20-26 
Saturday Dt 26:16-19; Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8; Mt 5:43-48 
Sunday Second Sunday of Lent 
 Gn 15:5-12, 17-18; Ps 27:1, 7-8, 8-9, 13-14; 
 Phil 3:17—4:1; Lk 9:28b-36 

Pope Francis:  “Complacency is 
seductive; it tells us that there is no 
point in trying to change things, that 
there is nothing we can do, because this 
is the way things have always been and 

yet we always manage to survive. By force of habit we no 
longer stand up to evil. We “let things be”, or as others have 
decided they ought to be. Yet let us allow the Lord to rouse 
us from our torpor, to free us from our inertia. Let us 
rethink our usual way of doing things; let us open our eyes 
and ears, and above all our hearts, so as not to be 
complacent about things as they are, but unsettled by the 
living and effective word of the risen Lord” (Pope Francis, 
Gaudete et Exsultate, 137). 

 

Faith and Reason:  Jesuits have long been known for their 
keen love for learning.  Athanasius Kircher, SJ 
(1601-1680) was a noted scholar who published 
44 works, most notably in the fields of oriental 
studies, geology and medicine.  He made an 
early study of Egyptian hieroglyphs. One of the 
first people to observe microbes through a 
microscope, Fr. Athanasius was ahead of his 
time in proposing that the plague was caused 
by an infectious microorganism and in 

suggesting effective measures to prevent the spread of the 
disease. He was an explorer, linguist, inventor, mathematician, 
musician, astrologist, alchemist, vulcanologist, and medical 
researcher.  Kircher has been compared to Leonardo da Vinci 
for his inventiveness and the breadth and depth of his work.  
With all his learning and vast amount of adulation which he 
received on all sides, Kircher retained throughout his life a deep 
humility and a childlike piety.  He is a great example of how faith 
and reason are two wings which lift the human spirit!  

Words of Wisdom:  “Lent is a time of going very deeply into 
ourselves...what is it that stands between us and God? 
Between us and our brothers and sisters? Between us and life, 
the life of the Spirit? Whatever it is, let us relentlessly tear it 
out, without a moment’s hesitation.” 
                – Catherine Doherty 

Words to Live By:  “Lent is a fitting time for self-denial; we 
would do well to ask ourselves what we can give up in order 
to help and enrich others by our own poverty. Let us not 
forget that real poverty hurts: no self-denial is real without this 
dimension of penance. I distrust a charity that costs nothing 
and does not hurt.”  
                                   – Pope Francis  



 

 

Deo Gratias!  Please join me in thanking God for 
our wonderful translators who offer their time and 
considerable talent to ensure that everyone is able to 
fully participate in our parish life.  Thank you and 

may God bless you!  Also, don’t forget to share bulletins from 
your travels with us.  We love to hear how God is blessing our 
sister parishes! 

Ask It Basket: “They say there are 40 days of 
Lent, but I count 46 days from Ash 
Wednesday to Easter Sunday.  What gives?”  
Good question!  Sundays are considered to be 

“mini” Easters so are not days of fasting and abstinence.  That 
doesn’t mean that they are exempt from your Lenten 
commitment, but that they aren’t included in the number of 
days for Lent! (If you have a question for the Ask It Basket, 
please contact FrBill@StPaulChurch.com)  
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“I have now brought you the first fruits of the products of the soil which you, O Lord, have given to me” (Dt 26:10).   

We pray for the repose of the souls of those recently 
departed: Dr. Cesar Cruz, Paul Joseph Bullara, Margaret 
Theil, Michael Campanelli, Johny Rodriguez, Samual Perales, 
Mary Conrad, Noel Jose Hernandez, Andrea Cruz Trovar, 
Irving Ortega-Diaz, Anna Maria Dusek, Raquel Pedrero, Allan 
Navarro, Carlos Byrnes, Louis Marcano and Valentin Munoz. 

 

Please remember in your prayers those with 
particular health needs: Paul Martin, Margaret 
Uremovich, Linda Taylor, Rosemary Fenton, Freida 
Cardona, Mary García, Lucy Rosario, Adeliza 
Bacon, Suzette Hillis and Bill Kollner. 

Looking Ahead! March 10 - 13:  Faith Formation 

Confessions; March 15:  3rd Friday - Our Lady of 

Good Health Novena and Mass - 7:00pm Novena, 

7:30pm Mass; March 17:  Second Sunday of Lent; 

March 18 - 22:  Hillsborough County Schools Spring Break; 

March 19:  Feast of St. Joseph; March 22: 4th Friday Spanish 

Mass - Stations of the Cross at 7:00pm, Mass at 7:30pm, no 

reception after Mass; March 24:  Third Sunday of Lent; March 

25 - 28:  Parish Mission with Father Larry Richards, 7:00pm - 

9:00pm each night; March 29:  5th Friday Pan-African Mass at 

7:30pm, no reception after Mass; March 29 - 30: Eucharistic 

Congress in Jacksonville,, Florida; March 29 - 31: Teen 

Camping Retreat at our Lady of Good Counsel Camp; March 

30: Confirmation Workshop #3 from  9:00am - 12:00pm; 

March 31:  Fourth Sunday of Lent; April 4:  This Light Is on 

for You (Confessions) from 5:00pm - 8:00pm; April 5:  Stations 

of the Cross followed by Novena and Mass in honor of Santo 

Niño starting at 7:00pm; April 7:  Fifth Sunday in Lent; April 9: 

Communal Penance Service from 7:00pm - 9:00pm; April 12: 

Lenten Choir Concert following 7:00pm Stations of the Cross; 

April 13:  OCIA Retreat for teens and adults from 9:00am - 

5:30pm; April 14:  Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion. 

Offertory Gifts: Our ushers are always looking for 
parishioners to volunteer to bring up the offertory 
gifts.  Next Sunday, why not ask them if they need 
help.  You will find it to be a great blessing for 
your family.  Peace! Friendly Reminder: If we want our children to develop a 

personal life-long relationship with the Lord, it 
is extremely important that faith be lived at 
home.  This means praying with our children 
before meals and before going to bed.  It means 
sharing your faith with them and modeling what 
it means to be a good Christian.  It also means 

attending Mass each and every Sunday as a family.  Some 
parents mistakenly think that sending their kids to Religious 
Education or Catholic School is a substitute for a Christian 
home or weekly Mass attendance.  No.  It is an important 
supplement but no school or program can replace what you do 
as parents or the value of participating in Sunday Mass each 
weekend as a family.  

For a Fruitful Lent:  Lord Jesus, 
you know best what we need to 
grow in faith, hope and love.  As 
we observe this Lent through 
prayer, fasting and charitable 

works, may we be open to whatever gifts your Holy Spirit 
offers us.  May we live our baptismal promises with 
greater fidelity for our good and the good of the whole 
world.  Amen. 

O Come Let Us Adore Him! Every weekday, you are 
invited to join us for Eucharistic Adoration 
beginning after the 7:30am Mass and ending with 
Solemn Compline beginning at 8:30pm.  On 
Fridays, the Blessed Sacrament is exposed until 
the Saturday morning Mass at 8:30am.  Come to 
the Garden of Gethsemene and spend quality 
time with our Lord! 

Love Thy Neighbor!  Please check in on your neighbors.  Is 
there an elderly or homebound person you 
can help?  Perhaps they need a ride to church 
or if you are going to the stores, you can pick 
up something for them.  Another idea is 
simply to call them daily to make sure they are 
okay and that they know someone cares.  

Remember...all of us are called to be the Good Samaritan! 

Let Your Light Shine!  Don’t hide your light under a bushel 
basket!  We all want to hear about the exciting things 
Christ is doing through your ministry!  Submit your 
bulletin or web notes to Charles Yezak in the Parish 
Office and be sure to include lots of pictures!  Let your 
light shine! 
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Council of Catholic Women 

The St Paul’s Council of Catholic Women will 
hold their next  General Meeting on Thursday 
March 14th at 7:00 pm in the Family Center, 
Section 1. We will be praying the beautiful 
chaplet of Divine Mercy in song, so please bring 
your rosary beads.  

Society of St. Vincent de Paul  
Pantry Hours 

Monday & Thursday 9:00 am - 12:00 pm    
Assistance Line: (813) 264-3325   

Bereavement Ministry of St. Paul 
 

Our ministry offers God’s healing love through emotional, 
physical, mental and spiritual comfort. Our next meeting 
on Tuesday, March 12, 2019 at 7:30pm in the Parish 
Center, Room H. For more information, please contact 
Diana at 813-748-2874.   

Wed., March 13th at 7:30pm 
Parish Center , Room E 

Topics:  New Technology and 
Medications 

 

 

 CUB SCOUT PACK 143 
Open to all boys and girls! 

 

 

For more information on how to join  
Cub Scout Pack 143, contact: 

 

George Melendez 
(813) 928-2765 

    cubscouts@stpaulchurch.com 

In this great land of ours, no one should be hungry or 
homeless.  Your donations help us care for the needs of 
those in our parish community who come to us for 
assistance.   
  

If you would like to help, please leave your food donations 
for our St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry, in the marked 
baskets located in the Narthex.  Monetary donations can 
be dropped in the poor box, also located in the Narthex. 
Please make sure to specify SVDP in the memo line for 
check donations or you may use an offertory envelope for 
cash donations and label it SVDP.  
 

Thank you for your generosity! ~ SVDP Society 
 

Pantry Wish List This Week: 
Pasta, Pasta Sauce and Saltine Crackers 

 

Please note we are unable to use expired items.  

St. Francis  
of Assisi Ministry 

 

The St. Francis of Assisi 
Ministry is accepting prayer 
requests from those who are 
coping with the loss of a pet 
or struggling with their pet’s 
illness. Please submit your 
prayer request to: st-francis-
ministry@stpaulchurch.com 

What is an Explorer? 
 

An Explorer is an American Heritage Girl in 
4th to 6th grade.  She earns:  badges in six 
different frontiers; service stars for her 
community service; Presidential Service 
Award; and Lewis and Clark Level Award. 

 
For more information about the American Heritage Girls, 

please send an email to ahg@stpaulchurch.com 

FORGIVENESS & RENEWAL 
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Legal Consultation and Referral Service  
Every Monday by appointment only 

  Please call (813) 961-3023 

Divorced and Separated Support Group 
This ministry provides caring support for both women and 
men experiencing separation or divorce.  The group meets 
every Friday night at 7:30pm in the St. Paul Parish Center.  
You may come as often as you would like...every week, once a 
month or whenever it is convenient for you.  No charges/no 
fees.  All are welcome!  For more information and to answer 
any questions, please call Don Hemke at (813) 205-1735. 

Counseling Services 
Offered by Dr. Pat Berne 

Please call (813) 961-3023 to make an appointment 

AA Meetings:  Do you feel your life is out of control?  Is 
Alcohol ruining your life?  Help is here!  Our parish is blessed 
to host weekly Alcoholics Anonymous meetings every 
Wednesday at 8:15pm in the St Michael Building.  For more 
information, call (813) 933-9123.  May God bless you! 

“Belong” Teen Conference 
July 19 - 21, 2019 

Rosen Shingle Creek Resort 
Orlando, Florida 

 

This theme will speak to relationship with God as sons 
and daughters, with one another as brothers and sisters 
in Christ, with the Church and the world. Through this 
theme we hope to address two specific trends in youth 
culture today: the lack of true and authentic 
relationships, especially as a result of the use of social 
media, leading to feelings of loneliness and isolation. 
We want the youth to know their true identity as sons 
and daughters of the Father and the bond we have with 
one another as the Body of Christ.  
 
For more information, please contact Stephen Watkins 

at: swatkins@stpaulchurch.com 

Calling All Young Adults: As a young adult, you are cordially 
invited to join any of our ministries.  We 
value your considerable talents and 
expertise.  If you are not sure of how to 
become more active, call Laurie at (813) 
961-3023.  We also host three extraordinary 
ministries which are exclusively for young 
adults: The Apostles of the Eucharist meet 
m o s t  F r i d a y  e v e n i n g s 
(merimee@verizon.net), Singles for Christ 

every other Thursday (813) 503-6460, and there is a group of 
young Hispanics who gather for adoration every Friday night.  
Thank you for choosing St. Paul as your spiritual home! 

“I have now brought you the first fruits of the products of the soil which you, O Lord, have given to me” (Dt 26:10).   

Join Father Bob Romaine and     
St. Paul Parishioners on a 
Pilgrimage in May to...  

 

...EWTN and the Shrine of the Most Blessed 

Sacrament in Alabama 
 

May 12 - May 15, 2019 
 

Cost is $250 per person and includes round-trip bus 

fare, lodging and tours 
 

For more information, contact Ed and Susan Bilbao 

at (813) 503-6460 

Priests of St. Paul Catholic Church 
(l to r) Father George Gyasi, Father Bill Swengros (Pastor), 

and Father Bob Romaine 



 

 

A STEWARDSHIP PRAYER  

Merciful Lord, As we prepare for our 

journey of  renewal toward the great paschal 

feast of  Easter, teach us to be good 

stewards of  your mercy and forgiveness, so 

that we may extend these gifts to others. 

Give us the strength to bear witness to you 

at all times, even in times of  stress and 

adversity. And fill our hearts with love that 

we may be faithful to the Gospel Jesus 

proclaimed and ready to celebrate his 

resurrection. Grant this through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 

ever and ever. Amen.  

      Offertory for March 3, 2019   
 

Offertory:  $40,200 
Online Giving: 16,750 

Attendance:  3,547 
Envelopes:  869 

     

 Thank you for your generosity! 

  

Stewardship:  A Way of  Life 
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Sign up for Online Giving!   

It’s simple and 
convenient.   

 

Go to StPaulChurch.com, and click on 
the Online Giving link for more info on 

how to sign up.   

As we reflect on our many 
blessings during this season of 
prayer, fasting and almsgiving, 
let us be mindful to give God 
thanks and praise.  Father Bill 
would like to extend his 
personal gratitude to all who 
have generously participated in 
the 2019 Annual pastoral 
Appeal.  As we pray on the Life, 

Death and Resurrection of our Lord, remembering the 
unconditional sacrifice He made for us and our salvation, 
may we remember those in most need throughout our 
diocese, and courageously respond with grateful hearts 
and generosity. 

Leaving a Legacy 

Leaving a legacy by including 
St. Paul Catholic Church in 
y o u r  w i l l  i s  m o s t 

appreciated.  There can be many advantages to leaving a 
gift in this way.  Naming our parish as an entity in your 
will, trust, or as a beneficiary on a life insurance policy is 
a way for any parishioner to bless future generations 
through a legacy gift and support the ministry of the 
church.  For additional information please call Michael 
Maloney at (813) 961-3023 or via e-mail: 
mmaloney@stpaulchurch.com 

Coffee & Donuts 

Your Host Today:  
 

 

Communications Ministry:  In a parish the size of St. 
Paul’s, we must use various forms of communication to 
reach our parishioners.  The Communications Ministry 
assists the Director of Communications in developing and 
enhancing our bulletin, social media posts,  video, website 
and newsletter.  Please stop by and say hello!  We would love 
to meet you.  For More Information Contact Chris 
Leuzze, Communications Ministry Chair at:  
communicationsministry@stpaulchurch.com 

St. Paul Catholic Preschool:  St. Paul’s Preschool’s mission 
is to encourage the spiritual, intellectual and emotional 
growth of each child using developmentally appropriate 
practices.  Come meet the dedicated and caring  teachers and 
staff and find out more about this outstanding preschool!  
For more information, contact Abbie Johnson at 
ajohnson@stpaulchurch.com 

A Stewardship Moment … 
 

The second reading from Saint Paul to the Romans is a 
favorite of those involved in the ministry of 
evangelization. There are no “secret” disciples of the Lord. 
Those who exercise good stewardship of their faith realize 
that publicly identifying themselves as followers of Christ 
has a cleansing effect on their lives. Openly confessing 
Christ makes them more conscious of how they live their 
daily lives.  
 

Are we content to privatize our faith or are we good 
stewards of a faith that we share, make public, and 
regularly identify as a life in Christ?  

mailto:mmaloney@stpaulchurch.com


 

 

St. Paul Parishioners...we are GRATEFUL for 
your GENEROSITY! 

 

Your FINANCIAL 
SUPPORT was a 

BLESSING from ABOVE!  
We EXPERIENCED this 
MOMENT in our FAITH 
JOURNEY because of 

YOU!  
 

Thank You! Muchas Gracias! Obrigado!  
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“I have now brought you the first fruits of the products of the soil which you, O Lord, have given to me” (Dt 26:10).   

Faith in Action: “I have now brought you 
the first fruits of the products of the soil 
which you, O Lord, have given to me” (Dt 
26:10).  This line from the Old Testament 
offers two challenges. First, do you give to 

God from your “first fruits”, the best that you have to 
offer, or do you give from what is leftover? Second, do you 
recognize that everything you have has been given to you 
by God? Ask God for a grateful and generous heart, every 
day, in all circumstances.  

Living Faith: Today we hear of the 
temptations of Jesus in the desert.  How are 
you tempted?  How can you better withstand 

the temptations of the evil one?  

On a Lighter Note!  A bartender notices that 
every evening, without fail, one of his patrons 
orders three beers. After several weeks of 
noticing this pattern, the bartender asks the 
man why he always orders three beers. The 
man says, “I have two brothers who have 

moved away to different countries. We promised each other 
that we would always order an extra two beers whenever we 
drank as a way of keeping up the family bond.” Several weeks 
later, noticing that the man only ordered two beers, the 
bartender said, “Please accept my condolences on the death of 
one of your brothers. You know, the two beers and all…” The 
man replied, “You’ll be happy to hear that my two brothers are 
alive and well...It’s just that I, myself, have decided to give up 
drinking for Lent.”  

I. Deuteronomy 26:4-10 Returning a           
    “Gift” for God’s “Gift”. 
 

Reflection:  In Deuteronomy, we find 
the "second" expression of Torah, the 
Law that God gave to Moses.  Here we 
find the "archaic kernel" of the story of 
God's grace.  For here the Land of Israel 
is recognized as "Gift," as that which was 
given by God to His People.  The 
response that is signified, giving the "first 
fruits" (that which was first harvested) is 
ancient and fundamental.  If the land is 
"Gift," the produce of that land, even 
though its people cultivated that produce, 
is also seen as "Gift."  The attitude, 
though ancient, is relevant to us.  We 
have a tendency to pride ourselves on 
what we have accomplished, without 
regard to the giftedness of our being.  We 
tend to think that we are responsible for 
who our parents were, of when and 
where we were born, and of our genetic 
makeup. Moses suggests that we focus on 
the Giftedness of what we have and are, 
and that we give thanks for these realities. 

II. Romans 10:8-13.  Centrality of 
“Belief”. 

Reflection:  St. Paul begins this section 
by quoting Deuteronomy 30:14, in which 
Moses proclaims that Torah is close to 
God's People, and that God's Law must 
always be put into practice.  St. Paul, 
however, substitutes Faith in Jesus Christ 
for Torah. He then recites what might be 
the earliest Palestinian Credal formula, 
"Jesus is Lord."  However, consistent 
with the Mosaic intent, mere verbal 
expression of faith is insufficient; belief 
must come from the heart, must be a 
springboard for action.  And one radical 
consequence is the recognition that social 
boundaries do not properly exist within a 
Christian community.  To have said that 
there is no distinction between Jews and 
Greeks extends the bounds of the People 
of God to all humankind.  Putting this 
into practice was the most difficult task 
of the earliest church; and making this 
real in today's world is just as difficult, 
but just as central to our faith.  There is 
probably no bigger challenge to us today 
than to put St. Paul's insight into 
practice.  

III. St. Luke 4:1-13 A Story of Our 
Temptations. 

Reflection: The "Desert" is, in 
Scripture, an ambivalent place:  On 
the one hand, it is where God 
showed Himself to His People as 
they wandered, and where He gave 
His Law to them.  But it was also the 
place where Satan dwelt, and was a 
place of danger.  The former reason 
was why Jesus probably went there, 
and why ascetics over the centuries 
followed His example.  But we see 
the danger of a face-to-face conflict 
with Satan.  Satan offered Jesus (as 
he symbolically offers us) three 
options: 1) Choose not  to be 
"authentic," who one really is. 2) 
Choose "Power" over everything 
else. 3) Be so "full of yourself" that 
you believe you have no limits. The 
Greeks called this latter attitude, 
hubris, or "overweening pride."  Each 
of these three options are open to us 
today.  The Gospel offers Jesus' 
alternative response and challenges 
us to respond likewise. 

Due to copyright restrictions, we are not 
able to print the Scriptures with the 

Reflections of Dr. Jack Conroy.   


