
 

 

"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,  
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian community of faith, living our love for 

God and neighbor while growing together as disciples of Christ." 
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WEEKEND MASSES 

 

Saturday Vigil Masses 
5:30pm   

Missa em Português: 7:30pm 
 

Sunday Masses 
7:30am, 9:00am, 10:45am,  

12:30pm, 5:30pm 
Misa en Español:  2:00pm  

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Monday through Friday 
7:30am and 12:15pm 

 

Saturday Masses 
8:30am Mass 

(Morning Prayer and  
Benediction 8:10am) 

 

First Friday Mass 7:30pm 
Third Friday Mass 7:30pm 

*Fourth Friday Mass 7:30pm  
*(en Español) 

 

Reconciliation (Confession) 
Monday to Friday 11:30am - Noon 

Saturdays at 10:00am and 
4:00pm  

or upon request 
 

Eucharistic Adoration  
Monday to Thursday 

8:00am to 8:30pm 
Compline & Benediction  

 

Friday 8:00am to  
Saturday 8:30am Mass  

 

Morning Prayer 
Monday - Friday 7:10am 

Saturday 8:10am 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Every Second Saturday  
of the Month at 8:30am 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday  

8:00am to 4:00pm 
 

Website: 
www.stpaulchurch.com 
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We’re here to serve you! 
 

Clergy 
Fr. Bill Swengros    Pastor 
Fr. Robert Romaine  Parochial Vicar 
Fr. Ambrose  
Kadambukatt, OCD Parochial Vicar  
Deacon Carlos Celaya  RCIA 
Deacon Ray Dever     Mental Health Support 
Deacon Frank Henriquez  Ministry to Homebound  
  and  Nursing Homes  
Deacon Rich Spiro   
 

Faith Formation 
Carmen Cayon Director 
Maria Costa                 RCIA, Marriage Prep, 
 Adult  Confirmation, 
 Quinceañeras 
Sonia Eberhardt         K-5 Faith Formation  
 Coordinator, 1st Holy 
 Communion Prep 
Maria Mendez Baptism and 
 FORMED® Coordinator   
Silvia Rivera               Religious Education 
 Assistant (Records) 
Andy Gotsch    High School Youth 
 Minister 
Theresa Adams          Middle School Youth
 Minister 
 

Preschool 
Abbie Johnson            Director 
Mindy Geer                Assistant Director 
 

Liturgy 
Mary Gant                   Music Director 
Elizabeth Hays           Liturgist, Bereavement 
 Minister 
 

Parish Support 
Brian Smith       Parish Manager  
Laurie Erickson Director of Ministries 
Louis Gobin Accountant 
Barbara Gray               Pastoral Administrative 
  Assistant (Scheduling)     
Sam Mathai                Maintenance 
Charles Yezak, Jr.        Director of 
 Communications  

 

www.stpaulchurch.com 
 

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 
 

info@stpaulchurch.com 

 
Our Vision Statement:  

“Growing Together as Disciples 
of Christ.” 

 

Front cover photo credits:   
Charles Yezak, Jr. 

My Dear Friends, 
 
This week, we have a unique opportunity to share our rich Catholic 
faith with our non-Catholic friends.  While many will think of green 
beer and leprechauns this Tuesday, we recall the great bishop and 
evangelist, St. Patrick.  Kidnaped and enslaved as a young boy, he 
escaped, only to return to share with the people of Ireland the good 
news of Jesus Christ.  If you want to give yourself and your family a 
treat, read his biography.  It will inspire and challenge you!  On 
Thursday, we recall St. Joseph, husband of Mary and foster father of 
Jesus.  He was an amazing man who dared to follow the Lord’s dream.  
While we know little of him, I can’t help but wonder what a profound 
impact he had upon the Lord as a youth.  He is a great model of what it 
means to be a loving father, husband, and Christian in the world.  Re-
read the first chapters of Matthew.  Begin both feast days by attending 
daily Mass.  Please come keep the Feasts! 
 
On Wednesday, March 18, at both 1:00pm and 7:00pm I will host a 
Q&A in the Parish Center.  This is a wonderful time for you to learn 
more about what is happening in our parish and to ask your questions.  
The questions and suggestions raised during these biannual meetings 
have had a significant impact on our parish.  Please come and join me! 
 
I’ve received several inquiries about the Coronavirus, Covid-19.  What 
is the Christian response?  First, pray.  Pray for those afflicted with the 
disease, those who love for them, the medical professionals who are 
treating them, those working for a cure or vaccination, and the 
government officials who are trying to manage all this.  Second, be 
informed.  The CDC website is excellent.  Don’t trust all you read on 
social media.  Third, if you are not feeling well ... please stay at home.  
Some things should not be shared!  Fourth, wash your hands!  It is the 
most important thing we can do if we want to stay healthy.  Wash them 
with warm water and soap for at least one “Hail Mary” (20 seconds) 
and don’t forget your thumbs, between your fingers, and wrists and 
back of your hand.  Fifth, avoid touching your face.  As for Mass, wash 
your hands before and after coming to Church.  It is appropriate to fold 
your hands for the Our Father and bow reverently to your neighbor for 
the Sign of Peace instead of shaking hands.  May God bless us all! 
 
Be assured of my prayers as we continue to courageously live our faith! 
 
 
 

 
Fr. Bill Swengros 
Pastor 
 
P.S.  Hopefully, the renovation of the 
bathrooms in the church will be completed by 
Holy Week.  In the meantime, please use the 
bathrooms in the Family Center.  Thank you! 

http://www.StPaulChurch.com
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“Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again” (Jn 4:13).   

 

3:00pm  
&  

7:00pm We cordially invite you and your 
family to join us in celebrating the 
special Novena Prayer and Mass in 

honor of “Our Lady of Good Health” to 
be held at St. Paul Catholic Church, on  

Friday, March 20th after the 
7:00pm Stations of the Cross. 

 

*Novena will be celebrated every third Friday of 
each month. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Fr. Bill will share how God is 
working in our parish and 
share various upcoming 
goals.  Time will also be 

allotted for parishioners to ask 
questions about the church, 
the parish or whatever they 

desire.  Refreshments will be 
provided.  All are welcome! 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Wed., March 25 

7:30am 

12:15pm 
 

Rosary at 7:00pm 

WITH Mass at 

7:30pm at the 

Our Lady of  

La Leche 

Outdoor Shrine  
(weather permitting) 

THE LIGHT 
IS ON FOR 

YOU! 
 

As part of a national initiative, our wonderful priests 
will be available for the Sacrament of Confession 
from 11:30am - noon and 5:00pm - 8:00pm on 
Thursday, March 26.  
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Fourth Friday 

SPANISH MASS 
 

Friday, March 27th 

7:00pm Stations of the Cross 

7:30pm Mass 

No reception after Mass 

March 21st & 22nd 
after all Masses 
in the Narthex 

EASTER 
SUNDAY 

MASS 
SCHEDULE 
SUNDAY, APRIL 12 

 
 
 

6:00AM 
CHURCH 

 

7:30AM 
CHURCH 

 

9:00AM 
CHURCH & 

FAMILY CENTER 
 

10:45AM 
CHURCH & 

FAMILY CENTER 
 

12:30PM 
CHURCH 

 

12:30PM 
MISA EM 

PORTUGUES NO  
CENTRO DE 

FAMILIA 
 

2:00PM 
MISA EN ESPANOL 

EN EL IGLESIA 
 

5:30PM 
LIFETEEN IN 

CHURCH 

COMMUNAL  
RECONCILIATION SERVICE 
Tuesday, March 31 at 7:00pm 

 

One of the best ways to prepare for the Pascal Mystery of 
the Passion, Death, and Resurrection of Christ is through 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  Come and experience 
the healing touch of Christ!   
 

Note:  Due to the Deanery Penance Services, we will not 
have confessions at 10:00am on Saturday, March 28th.  
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“Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again” (Jn 4:13).   

St. Paul Faith Formation and the Catholic Council of Women 
       Invites You and Your Family to attend...            

 

The St. Paul Seder Supper 
Monday, April 6, 2020 

6:30pm – 8:30pm 
St. Paul Family Center  

 

The Seder Supper is celebrated in the context of the Jewish tradition of the Passover meal. 
The Seder uses symbolic foods to commemorate the Jewish Passover and will enhance your 
understanding and experience of Lent and Easter.  The meal includes: matzah bread, herbed 
chicken, garlic mashed potatoes, matzah stuffing, and coconut macaroons.   
 
Seating is limited. There are six places at each table, so please reserve your place today by 
completing the reservation form below and returning it to the Parish Office with payment. 
Online registration is also available on our website: stpauchchurch.com 
 

All reservations must be received in the Parish Office by Wednesday April 1, 2020.  

 

St. Paul Seder Supper Reservation Form 
Please return completed forms to the Parish Office or mail with payment to:  

St. Paul Church Parish Office – Attention Faith Formation  
12708 North Dale Mabry Hwy., Tampa, Florida 33618 

 

To reserve your place(s), please write the name(s) of the people attending. Be 
sure to include the name and age of the children in the family.  Cost: $15.00 per 
person. There is no charge for children ages 10 and under. 

 

1.____________________________________________________________ 
2.____________________________________________________________ 
3.____________________________________________________________ 
4.____________________________________________________________ 
5.____________________________________________________________ 
6.____________________________________________________________ 
Email Address__________________________Cell Phone_______________ 
Please make checks payable to:  St. Paul Catholic Church    
Payment Amount Enclosed _____________  
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  St. Paul Faith Formation     
We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace 

God reaches out to us in all kinds of ways. The desire in your 
heart to baptize your child is one of them. The promises you 
make for your child on this day will begin to form your child 
into a faithful follower of Christ. However, the day of baptism 
is only the beginning of this journey. Baptism is indeed a life 
changing event! 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism at St. Paul Catholic Church takes 
place on the first three Saturdays of every month in English and 
the fourth Saturday of every month in Spanish.   If your child 
needs to be baptized please contact our Baptism Coordinator, 
Maria Mendez, at (813) 961-3023 or via email at: 
mmendez@stpaulchurch.com. Parents and Godparents will 
be asked to attend a baptismal preparation class. 

Baptism 

Interested in receiving text messages regarding 
upcoming Youth Group activities and events?   

If YES, please text: 
 

@9bf4c7 to 81010   

St. Paul Tampa Youth Group Instagram Account: 

stpaultampayg 

 

 

Sunday Nights 
6:30pm - 8:30pm 

Family Center 
 

Join us for Teen Alpha now through April 5! 
 

Next meeting will be Sunday, March 15! 
 

Teen Alpha will be held on the following dates: 
March 15, 22, 29 and April 5   

FAITH FORMATION REGISTRATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If your child is not currently attending a Catholic 
School, he or she should be registered in our parish’s 
Religious Education Program.  If your child is over the 
age of 7 and has not started preparing for First 
Communion or is over the age of 13 and has not 
started to prepare for Confirmation, please contact us!  
We can help you begin the preparation process.  It is 
not too late to inquire about Faith Formation!  Please 
contact us at (813) 961-3023. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DONATIONS NEEDED FOR THE EASTER EGG HUNT 
We would greatly appreciate donations of plastic eggs, 
small individually wrapped candy, non-melting chocolate 
and toys that would fit inside a standard plastic egg.   
Please drop off your donations to the Faith Formation 
Office on or before Friday, March 27, 2020.  Thank you! 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR THE EASTER EGG HUNT 
Would like to share your ideas or help with organization 
and implementation of the annual Easter Egg Hunt? 
Please contact Maria Mendez, in the Faith Formation 
Office, via email at mmendez@stpaulchurch.com or 
(813) 961-3023.  



 

 

“Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again” (Jn 4:13).   

AA Meetings: Do you feel your life is out of 
control?   Is Alcohol ruining your life?  Help is 
here!  Our parish is blest to host weekly 
Alcoholics Anonymous meetings on every 
Wednesday at 8:15pm in the St Michael Cabin.  

For more information, call 813-933-9123.  May God bless you! 

St. Paul Catholic Preschool & Announcements Page 7 

Office: 813-264-3314 ▪ Email: director@stpaulchurch.com 

         License # C HC 110273 

Excellence in Catholic preschool education for over 40 years 

Join us in reading the  
New Testament in 2020!  

 

Saturday 3/14 Acts 15:1-21 
Sunday 3/15 Acts 15:22-41 
Monday 3/16 Acts 16:1-21 
Tuesday 3/17 Acts 16:22-40 
Wednesday 3/18 Acts 17:1-15 
Thursday 3/19 Acts 17:16-34 
Friday 3/20 Acts 18 
Saturday 3/21 Acts 19:1-20 
Sunday 3/22 Acts 19:21-41 

 

For the full reading list, visit 
www.stpaulchurch.com 

 

For Father Bill’s commentary, 
join our Facebook page: 

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 

Something Missing?  There are a number of 
couples in our parish who are living in irregular 
marriages or marriages which have not been 
blessed in the Church.  Remember, it is not 
enough for Catholics to be civilly married or 
married in a non-Catholic church.  For validity, 

Catholics must be married in a ceremony recognized by the 
Church.  Don’t wait.  We’re here to help! If neither of you was 
previously divorced, contact Maria Costa at the Parish Office to 
have your marriage convalidated (961-3023).  It is very easy and 
won’t take much of your time.  If you or your spouse were 
previously divorced, contact Maria or the priest or deacon of 
your choosing to start the “annulment” process so that, 
hopefully, your present marriage can be convalidated.  Let us 
help you! 

First Aid:  The church’s First Aid Kit and AED 

are in the minister’s room.  The Parish Center 

has a First Aid kit in the kitchen and the AED is 

located by the bathrooms.  The Family Center 

First Aid kit and AED are in the kitchen.  If you 

use them, please let a staff person know so that they can be 

stocked and secured.  It will also help us to ensure that our 

church is always a safe environment.   

We have continued our Love, Friendship and Kindness 
theme into March.  I love seeing the kids going above and 
beyond to do nice things for their friends (and teachers).  We 
have been working on some really fun math lessons, 
including a 10 frame activity and a great project that went 
with the book, The Day it Rained Hearts!  It contained 
several challenging steps, but everyone rose to the occasion.  
This group is really into all things math!! 
 

We are continuing to write and illustrate our own books, 
focusing on inventive spelling- the kids are using what they 
know about letters and their sounds to spell words.  When 
they ask us how to spell a word, we get them to “stretch it 
out” and identify the sounds they hear.  We encourage 
parents to do the same thing at home when asked how to 
spell words.  I know it’s easier to just do it for them, but this 
is something they will be expected to do in kindergarten 
during writing.   
 

          —Carrie Echenique, Lead 4-year-old teacher 

PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR POSITION OPENING 
Abbie Johnson, Director of the St. Paul Catholic Preschool since 2018, and her family are 
relocating to the Jacksonville area.  We are so grateful for all Abbie shared with us these past two 
years.  Please join us in offering our sincere gratitude for her selfless service and offering prayers 
for her and her family as they anticipate their big move this summer! 
 

We are forming a search committee to hire a new director for our preschool.  If you know of a 
qualified candidate, please encourage them to apply on the diocesan website at:  https://
www.dosp.org/schools-office/position-openings-2/ 



 

 

Saturday, March 14, 2020 
8:30am    Angela Osimen (int.) 
5:30pm    Mary Ingram † 
7:30pm     Ventura Perez † 
 

Sunday, March 15, 2020 
Third Sunday of Lent 
7:30am    Bill Haladay † 
9:00am     St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 
10:45am     Emma Dolores Jimines de Herrera † 
12:30pm     Lissa Loo Witt † 
2:00pm    Dialogo Matrimonial 7TH Year Anniversary (int.) 
5:30pm    Carminda Centeio † 
 

Monday, March 16, 2020 
7:30am     Paul Mikkelsen † 
12:15pm   Anita Lu (int.) 
 

Tuesday, March 17, 2020 
Saint Patrick, Bishop  
7:30am    Moncello Family † 
12:15pm    Mark Lieberman † 
  

Wednesday, March 18, 2020 
Saint Cyril of Jerusalem, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 
7:30am    Consecrated Life and Priestly Vocations (int.) 
12:15pm   Jose Rodriguez † 
  

Thursday, March 19, 2020 
Solemnity of Saint Joseph, Husband of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
7:30am    Lucy Nguyen † 
12:15pm   Crystal Tanner † 
 

Friday, March 20, 2020 
7:30am    Deacon Ray & Laurie Dever Anniversary (int.) 
12:15pm   Jeanne Weigel † 
7:30pm    Kevin Mallon † 
   

Saturday, March 21, 2020 
8:30am    Rosario Malauer DeRubio † 
5:30pm    Maria Martinez † 
7:30pm     Ratke Family † 
 

Sunday, March 22, 2020 
Fourth Sunday of Lent 
7:30am    Dr. Earl J. Lennard † 
9:00am     Urena Family † 
10:45am     St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 
12:30pm     Michael and Mike Hingson † 
2:00pm    Carmen Madrid Flores † 
5:30pm    Sharon Ogle (int.) 
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Pope Francis:  “The important thing is to promote the 
Amazon region, but this does not imply 
colonizing it culturally but instead helping 
it to bring out the best of itself. That is in 
fact what education is meant to do: to 
cultivate without uprooting, to foster 

growth without weakening identity, to be supportive without 
being invasive. Just as there are potentialities in nature that 
could be lost forever, something similar could happen with 
cultures that have a message yet to be heard but are now more 
than ever under threat.” (Pope Francis, Apostolic Exhortation 
Querida Amazonia, 2 February 2020, n. 28. For the full 
document, see www.vatican.va).  

Sunday Third Sunday of Lent 
 Ex 17:3-7; Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9; Rom 5:1-2, 5-8; 
 Jn 4:5-42 or Jn 4:5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42 
Monday 2 Kgs 5:1-15ab; Ps 42:2, 3; 43:3, 4; Lk 4:24-30 
Tuesday Dn 3:25, 34-43; Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9; 
 Mt 18:21-35 
Wednesday Dt 4:1, 5-9; Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20;Mt 5:17-19 
Thursday 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 
 29; Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22; Lk 2:41-51a 
Friday Hos 14:2-10; Ps 81:6c-8a, 8bc-9, 10-11ab, 14 
 and 17; Mk 12:28-34 
Saturday Hos 6:1-6; Ps 51:3-4, 18-19, 20-21ab; Lk 18:9-14 
Sunday Fourth Sunday of Lent 

1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a; Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5,  
6; Eph 5:8-14; Jn 9:1-41 or Jn 9:1, 6-9, 13-17,  
34-38 

We pray for the repose of the souls of those recently 
departed: Jorge Capote, Laura Alburquerque, Betty 
McCaffrey, Silvia Garcia, Michael Muraszewski, Dahlia 
Martinez, Betty McCaffrey Lincoln Gobin, Julio Herrera, Paul 
Gonzalez, Pauline Hammond, Dr. Sam Ferreri, John Parker, 
Mary Kay Phelps, and Robert Michael Mulroy.  
 
 

Please remember in your prayers those with 
various health needs: Jan Jenkins, Patricia Smith, 
Jaime Zambrano, Mary Garcia, Allan Garcia, Frank 
Loscalzo, Doreen Miller, Leelah Sharma, Anne 
Marie Q. and Nancy H. Cramer. 

Divine Mercy in My Soul:  Jesus to St. Faustina: 
“How long shall I put up with you and how long 
will you keep putting Me off?” (n. 9)  

Oremos: “Be adored, O Most Holy Trinity, now and for all 

time. Be adored in all Your works and all Your creatures. May 

the greatness of Your mercy be admired and glorified, O 

God.” (Diary, n. 5). 

You Are invited! Remember when Jesus was in the Garden 
of Gethsemane and simply wanted his apostles 
to stay awake and pray with him?  He is asking 
you to do the same!  Come adore the Lord every 
weekday 8am-8:30pm and every Friday 
beginning with 7:30am Mass and concluding 
Saturday morning with the 8:30 Mass.  Even if 

you can only stop by for a short visit, you won’t be sorry! 
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“Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again” (Jn 4:13).   

Looking Ahead! March 17: St Patrick’s 
Day; March 18: Q & A with Fr. Bill, 1:00pm 
and 7:00pm; March 19: St. Joseph’s Day; 
March 25: Annunciation - Rosary at 7:00pm 
followed by Mass at Our Lady of La Leche 

Shrine; March 26: This Light is On For You, 5:00pm - 
8:00pm; March 31: Communal Reconciliation Service, 
7:00pm; April 5: Palm Sunday; April 6 - Seder Supper, 
6:30pm; April 7: Chrism Mass at the Cathedral of St. Jude the 
Apostle in St. Petersburg, 11:30am; April 8: Via Crucis, 
7:00pm; April 9: Mass of the Lord’s Supper, 7:00pm; April 
10: Good Friday Services, 3:00pm, 5:00pm (Spanish), 7:00pm 
and 7:30pm (Portuguese); April 11: Easter Saturday - 10:00am 
Easter Egg Hunt, 11:00am Blessing of Easter Baskets, 8:00pm 
Easter Vigil Celebration; April 12: Easter Sunday - 6:00am, 
7:30am, 9:00am, 10:45am, 12:30pm (English and Portuguese 
Masses), 2:00pm (Spanish) and 5:30pm!  And don’t forget to 
buy your tickets for Matthew Kelly on December 15 at 
www.DynamicCatholic.com/Tampa 

Saints of God: Tuesday is the Feast of St. Patrick (389-461).  
While many somehow feel that today is 
all about leprechaun, green beer, and 
corned beef, we recall the amazing 
“Apostle to Ireland.”  St. Patrick was 
born in England in the fifth century.  

Kidnaped and enslaved when he was 16 years of age by Irish 
raiders, he spent his youth caring for the sheep and 
communing with God.  At the insistence of an angel, he fled 
his captors and returned home.  There God spoke to him and 
called him to return to Ireland to share the faith.  After 
ordination, he went to Ireland and was instrumental in leading 
the people to Christ.  He was a mystic and a true shepherd 
who loved his faith and his people!  In his honor, be sure to 
read his “Confessio,” readily available online.  [You may also 
want to read his letter to Coroticus!]. 

Ask It Basket:  “In several places around the 
world, churches were closed for weeks due 
to Covid-19.  What does this mean in terms 
of the 3rd Commandment and the 1st Precept 

of the Catholic Church to keep Holy the Sabbath and to 
assist at Holy Mass?”   
 

Good question.  First, it is not a sin to miss Mass on Sunday 
due to illness or when it is otherwise impossible to attend.  In 
fact, it could be argued that it is sinful to come to Mass when 
you are contagious!  Of course, being unable to attend the 
Holy Mass does not absolve you from keeping the Sabbath 
day.  You should if possible, keep a holy hour.  I recommend 
watching Mass on the television.  If this is not possible, you 
can prayerfully reflect on the Sacred Scriptures and offer a 
Rosary or Chaplet.  You should also avoid unnecessary work 
on the Sabbath and enjoy quality time with the Lord and 
those you love.  I hope this helps!   
 

If you have a question for the Ask It Basket, please send an email 
to Father Bill Swengros at: frbill@stpaulchurch.com 

Mass Appeal:  The Sacred Liturgy formally begins with the 
sign of the cross.  This ancient and profound 
gesture was practiced by the early Christians 
as a proclamation of their faith in the Triune 
God (Mt 28:19) and the cross of Christ by 
which they were saved (Gal. 6:14).  Be sure to 

make a slow and deliberate gesture – make it a prayer and a 
testament to your faith!  
 

The priest then greets the people with a biblical greeting such 
as “The Lord be with you” (Ruth 2:4; Jdg 6:12; Gal 6:18; 2 Cor 
13:13; et al.)  This acknowledges God’s presence: “For where 
two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in 
the midst of them” (Mt 18:20).  The response of the faithful 
“And with your spirit” is an affirmation that indeed God is 
present in a special way through the ministerial priesthood.  
“By this greeting and the people’s response, the mystery of the 
church gathered together is made manifest” (GIRM, 50). The 
priest, deacon, or lay minister may then briefly introduce the 
faithful to the Mass of the day. 
 

Already we can note that every word and gesture in our liturgy 
is rich in meaning and is rooted in the Sacred Scriptures.  As 
we continue to our liturgy, be mindful of what is said and 
done and pray that your heart may be open to all the graces 
God will bestow upon you today! 

Lenten Prayer: Compassionate Father, we are called to 
return to you with our “whole heart” this season. But our 
pride is often such an obstacle. We don’t want to admit that 
we have strayed from your ways, that we need to repent as we 
are urged to. Through reflection and prayer this holy season, 
may we open our hearts ot the mercy that you are offering us. 
Help us, in our weakness, to trust in you. May we hear your 
voice and know that you are calling us out of love. Amen. 

Words of Wisdom:  “Lent is a time of going very deeply 
into ourselves… What is it that stands between us and God? 
Between us and our brothers and sisters? Between us and life, 
the life of the Spirit? Whatever it is, let us relentlessly tear it 
out, without a moment’s hesitation.” 
                                                               – Catherine Doherty 

Thought for the Day:  “Give something, however small, to 
the one in need. For it is not small to one who has nothing. 
Neither is it small to God, if we have given what we could.” 

                                                         – St. Gregory Nazianzen 

Daily Reparation Prayer for Life: Dear God, in reparation 
of man’s desecration of Your Divine creation, I offer up to 
you this day in unison with all my works, words, joys and 
sufferings all the songs of the birds, the sounds of the animals 
and insects, the whisperings of the winds, the roar of the seas, 
the beauty and sweetness of the flowers for your greater 
honor and glory.  Amen! 
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Pray the 

Rosary 

in Latin 

Sunday  
Mornings 
10:15am 

Prayer Room 

Home Makers of Hope Ministry 
has a representative at the Parish 
Center to accept donations on 
Fridays from 10:00am to 
12:00pm.  We continue to accept 
new or slightly used items.  We 

are in need of towels, bath mats, shower curtains, 
bedsheets and comforters (please label size) as well as 
pots, pans and flatware.  For additional questions, please 
send email to:  home-makers-of-hope@stpaulchurch.com 

Parish Website:  www.stpaulchurch.com 

 

Join other St. Paul Parishioners at the  

150th Anniversary Celebration of the  
Eucharistic Congress 

 in Jacksonville, Florida, on May 15-16, 2020.   
Cost is $115 for Double Occupancy and $175 for 

Single Occupancy.  Fees  includes transportation, 
hotel and supper on Friday and Saturday night.   

 

If interested in joining the St. Paul Delegation, 
please send an e-mail to:  

igniteyourfaith@stpaulchurch.com 
 

Deadline to register is March 31, 2020. 

St. Paul Catholic Church 
Alpha Prayer 

O Lord my God, You are the Alpha and 
the Omega, the fount of life and love, the 
source of joy and true peace.  Bless us as we 
journey through Alpha, may we grow as a 
family of faith, hope and love, as intentional disciples of your Son 
and our Lord Jesus Christ.  May we be known for our love for 
You, and our compassion for others, especially the poor and the 
elderly, the sick and the oppressed.  May Alpha be for each of 
us, a time of discovery and enrichment, a place of welcome and 
fellowship, and an opportunity to grow ever closer to you.  Bless 
Alpha, bless our parish, bless our families.  We ask you this, O 
Merciful Father, through the power of the Holy Spirit, in the 
name of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen! 

“Whatsoever you do for the least of my    

             brothers, you do unto Me”. 

We invite you to come to a meeting of the 
 

St. Paul Farm Worker Ministry 
 

Our brothers and sisters in the fields need your time and 
talent.  Our next meeting will be held on Sunday, March 22 
from 12:30pm - 1:30pm in the Parish Center, Room F.  
For more information, please send an email to:  
migrantfarmworkers@stpaulchurch.com 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Pantry Hours 

Monday & Thursday, 9:00am - 12:00pm    
Assistance Line: (813) 264-3325  

 

 

Employment is scarce for many of our neighbors.  We can 
ease their load when we obey the words of Christ that tell 
us to feed the needy.  With your monetary and food 
donations, we will implement the command of Jesus. 
 

If you would like to help, food donations for the St. 
Vincent de Paul Food Pantry can be left in the marked 
baskets in the church Narthex.  Monetary donations can be 
dropped in the Poor Box, located in the Narthex. Please 
make sure to specify “SVDP” in the memo line for check 
donations or you may use an offertory envelope for cash 
donations and label it “SVDP”.  Thank you for your 
generosity!  
 

Pantry Wish List This Week: 
Pancake Mix, Maple Syrup and Cereal 

 

*Please note we are unable to use expired items* 
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“Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again” (Jn 4:13).   

Bulletin Submissions: Submissions for the bulletin are due 
nine (9) days prior to the front cover date. Ministries are 
encouraged to send information regarding upcoming events 
to: bulletin@stpaulchurch.com  

“IN THE WILDFLOWERS” RETREAT 
 

“In the Wildflowers” is for women 

who have suffered childhood sexual 

abuse.  This is a 10-week, Christ-

centered, private retreat. If you are 

interested in participating in this 

women’s retreat, please contact 

Cathy Hayter at (813) 843-8969 or send a message via email 

to: inthewildflowers@stpaulchurch.com or visit our 

website at:  www.wildflowersretreat.org.   

Legal Consultation and Referral Service  
Every Monday by appointment only 

  Please call (813) 961-3023 

Divorced and Separated Support Group 
This ministry provides caring support for both women and 
men experiencing separation or divorce.  The group meets 
every Friday night at 7:30pm in the St. Paul Parish Center, 
Room C.  No charges or fees.  All are welcome!  For more 
information, please call Don Hemke at (813) 205-1735. 

Counseling Services 
Offered by Dr. Pat Berne 

Please call (813) 961-3023 to make an appointment 

AA Meetings:  Do you feel your life is out of control?  Is 
Alcohol ruining your life?  Help is here!  Our parish is blessed 
to host weekly Alcoholics Anonymous meetings every 
Wednesday at 8:15pm in the St Michael Building.  For 
more information, call (813) 933-9123.  May God bless you! 

      www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 

Apostles of  the Eucharist - Young Adults 
(Ages 18 - 27) 

 

Join us Friday evenings for Eucharistic Adoration, formation, 
discussions and/or speakers and social time. Join us for 
Knitting Night at Amanda’s on Wednesday, March 18.  Our 
next meeting will be on Friday, March 20 for Adoration at 
St.Paul’s and meeting at Amanda’s with Michelle Barry 
speaking about her experience of walking the Camino de 
Santiago.  Please send an email to: merimee@verizon.net to 
get on the list or join our Instagram or Facebook page. 

St. Paul Catholic Church to host New York Times Bestselling Author... 
 

DECEMBER 15 
7:00PM - 8:30PM 
Order your tickets online  

for this upcoming event today at:  

DynamicCatholic.com/Tampa 

SPARS:  The next meeting of the St. Paul Active 

Retired Seniors will be on Wednesday, March 18  at 

1:00pm in the Parish Center, Room F. 

The Spiritual Motherhood for Priests group gathers 
for prayer after the 12:15 pm Mass on Thursday's. At that 
time, we pray the rosary for the sanctification and 
protection of our priests.  Our group meets by the prayer 
candles in the rear of the sanctuary.   Consider joining us in 
prayer!  We would be delighted if you joined us for 30 
minutes this Thursday!  For more information, please send 
an email to:  spiritualmothers@stpaulchurch.com 

Knights of Columbus Council 11211 

 

Saturday, March 28th & Sunday, March 29th  
In the Porticos After All Masses 

 

All clothing items must be new or “gently used” and placed 
in large, plastic trash bags.  Clothing must be clean and 
wearable, with no stains or tears.  Toiletries must be new 
and should be travel size.   

Acceptable items include: clothing, shoes, sneakers, belts, 
purses, hats, winter coats, deodorants, toothpaste, 
shampoo, conditioner and soap.  For more information, 
please send an email message to: kofc@stpaulchurch.com 

mailto:merimee@veizon.net
mailto:spiritualmothers@stpaulchurch.com
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Courtyard Memorial Pavers 
St. Paul Catholic Church offers you a 
way to memorialize a loved one, living 
or deceased, a pet, or memorialize an 
important life event through the 
Courtyard memorial pavers.  Each 
paver is engraved with your special 
inscription.  We invite you to indicate a 
general area where you would like your paver.   
 

The pavers are $250 each.  Three lines of inscription are 
available with 14 characters per line. Each paver is 6” x 9”.  

We accept cash, check, and all major credit cards. For 
more information contact Brian Smith at:  
bsmith@stpaulchurch.com or call (813) 961-3023.  

Coffee & Donuts 
Your hosts this week: 

Helping Hands 
Our wonderful Helping Hands Ministry is here to serve 
you coffee and donuts today!  Come meet the men and 
women of St. Paul who assist in various projects 
throughout the year.  If you enjoy working with fun and 
exciting people and have free time in the morning and 
early afternoon, you are most welcome to participate in 
this fun ministry.  Time commitment varies based on 
project availability.   

‘ 

For more information, contact: 
Marlene Wohl  

helpinghands@stpaulchurch.com 

As we reflect on our many blessings 
during this season of prayer, fasting and 
almsgiving, let us be mindful to give 
God thanks and praise.  Fr. Bill would 
like to extend his personal gratitude to 
all who have generously participated in 

the 2020 Annual Pastoral Appeal.  As we pray on the 
Life, Death and Resurrection of our Lord, remembering 
the unconditional sacrifice He made for us and our 
salvation, may we remember those in most need 
throughout our diocese, and courageously respond with 
grateful hearts and generosity.  

A Stewardship Moment … 

Jesus ’  longest - recorded 
conversation with anyone is 
the one he has with the 
Samaritan woman at the well. 
She discovers she can be 
honest with Jesus and goes 
and tells others about him. 
She gives witness. She’s not 
the most certain, thorough or 

even convincing witness. But her witness is enough. It is 
inviting, humble, non-judgmental and sincere.  
 

What is the quality of our witness? How do our 
words and actions give daily testimony on behalf of 
Christ? During this season of Lent, how might we 
do a better job at proclaiming the risen Lord in 
word and deed?  

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
Each week we try to give you a little picture 
of the finances of the church. We share 
offertory numbers and compare them to last 
year for you. We share some of our bigger 
expenses with you in an attempt to let you 
know that we are a large parish and with 
that comes sizeable expenses. We share 
projects and repairs that we are looking at 
in order to inform and gather support. We 
can only run the church with and because of 
your generosity. We continue to see a 
decline in donations in the offertory baskets. 
(On average it’s been about $2,000 less each 
week than last year).  In particular, last 
week’s offertory was down over $8,000 
versus the prior year.   Please consider 
giving to the church if you are not already. 
All gifts of Time, Talent and Treasure are 
appreciated. We are blessed because of you! 
We appreciate all that you do! 

Sign up for Online Giving!   
It’s simple and convenient.   

Go to stpaulchurch.com, and click on the Online 
Giving link for more info on how to sign up.   



 

 

I. Exodus 17:3-7 
  Trial and Contention 
 
Reflection: These verses follow the 
story of God's remarkable protection of 
His people against the army of the 
World Superpower, Egypt and His 
provision of food in the form of manna.  
Yet grumbling and discontent were 
quick to reappear.  It is easy to read this 
as "history," as if a video camera were 
available to record events as they took 
place.  But perhaps it might make sense 
to see the entire journey of the Israelites 
as a metaphorical journey, the same sort 
on which we find ourselves.  Where are 
we going in our life?  And what is our 
source of sustenance?  We know that we 
need food and drink, but what is the 
"drink?"  Maybe the story of "Trial and 
Contention" (the translation of "Masseh 
and Meribah") is the story of our lives?  
Maybe we are blind to the gifts that God 
provides for us on our journey, and we 
respond to His gratuitousness with blind 
grumbling.  Perhaps if we open our eyes, 
we will see the gift of living water right 
before us even when we feel we are in an 
arid and trackless spiritual desert. 

II. Romans 5:1-2, 5-8   
  Justification by Faith 
 
Reflection: "Justification" is a difficult 
word.  It is the translation of dikaiosune, 
which implies the re-establishment of a 
right relationship.  Rudolph Bultmann 
translates it "Right-wising," which while 
appearing barbaric, expresses the intent 
of "making right again."  Hence, St. Paul 
looks upon Faith, that gift not deserved, 
as being that which  re-establishes the 
link with God that was lost by Sin.  This 
"Faith" is not a mere verbal assent to a 
group of propositions, however.  It is an 
existential act, characterized best for St. 
Paul in the example of Abraham, who in 
Genesis 15:6, "put his Faith in the Lord 
and  the Lord reckoned it to him as 
righteousness."  The interpretation of 
these words was one of the main items 
of dissent with Lutherans until 
November 1998,  when the Catholic 
Church and the Lutheran World 
Federation realized that almost 500 years 
of disagreement over "justification by 
faith" was virtually over.  Thank God! 
 
 
III.  John 4:5-42 
   What Was at the Well? 
 
Reflection: This famous story is packed 

with content made clear by literary 
devices.  How often we see 
"misunderstanding" as a common 
thread.  The woman "misunderstood" 
the kind of water Jesus had to offer; the 
disciples "misunderstood" the kind of 
food the Lord offered.  But despite the 
misunderstandings, it was the 
Samaritans who acknowledged Jesus as 
"Savior of the world."  John takes this 
opportunity to discuss the issue of 
worship.  In about 150 BC, John 
Hyrcanus (a Jewish ruler after the defeat 
of the Syrians by the Maccabees) 
forcibly converted the Samaritans and 
destroyed their temple on Mount 
Gerizim, next to Jacob's Well.  
Henceforth, those of the Tribe of Judah 
(Jews) looked down upon Samaritans 
and Samaritans utterly distrusted Jews. 
But it was the "outsiders" who first 
acknowledged Jesus in John's gospel.  
Not only that, but the instrument of 
their conversion was a woman, who 
normally would never, ever converse in 
a public place with a strange man! (Note 
the surprise of the disciples!)  But Jesus 
offered her a new kind of "family," in 
which she became a "sister," and hence 
avoided the appearance of scandal.  
"Water" remains a powerful symbol for 
us; for life depends upon water, any way 
you see it! † 
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“Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again” (Jn 4:13).   

Due to copyright restrictions, we are not 
able to print the Scriptures with the 

Reflections of Dr. Jack Conroy.   

On a Lighter Note:  A passerby is watching two 
Irishmen working in a park on St. Patrick’s Day.  
One of the men was digging holes and the other 
was immediately filling them in again.  The passer-

by was curious and asked the men, “Tell me. What on earth 
are you doing?” 

“Well,” said the man who was digging, “There’s usually three 
of us. I dig, Paddy plants the tree and Sean fills in the hole. 
But today Paddy is off work ill. But that doesn’t mean Sean 
and I have to take the day off, now does it?” 

Deo Gratis: Please join me in thanking Mary and 
Russel Gant and our wonderful choir for the 
wonderful Lenten Concert this past Friday.  Our 
parish is blest with such an amazing music 

ministry!  Our formal choir, children’s choir, 12:30pm choir, 
5:30pm choir, Spanish choir, Brazilian choir, and 12:15pm 
daily Mass music ministry are all so very amazing!  Please be 
sure to thank them after Mass for their selfless service to the 
Lord and our parish!  Kudos to those who have shared 
bulletins from their travels with us.  This week we received 
them from Texas and Florida.  May God bless you! 

Faith in Action:  “Everyone who drinks this water 
will be thirsty again” (Jn 4:13).  Jesus reminds us 
that material things, even something as basic as 
water, can never satisfy us for long. When we build 

our lives around material possessions, we always want more. 
True Joy and Peace only comes when we follow Jesus; when 
we become more “God-centered” and less “self-centered.”  

Living Liturgy: Through the Samaritan woman’s 
witness, her townspeople welcome Jesus into their 
village and eventually come to believe he is the 

savior of the world.  In your life of faith, who have been the 
witnesses who have led you to relationship with Christ?  Today, 
follow the example of the Samaritan woman and share your 
faith with another.  

Help Keep Our Church Clean!:  Over the past 

several weeks, we have noticed an increase of 

various items being left in the pews after Mass.  

Please help keep our church clean by throwing 

away used tissues, napkins, bulletins, song sheets and paper 

goods.  Please return laminated novena and prayer cards to the 

front of the church after the service.  Thank you!   


