
 

 



"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,  
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian  

community of faith, living our love for God and neighbor while growing together as disciples of Christ." 

  Second Sunday of Lent                         Sunday, March 17, 2019 

All are welcome! 
 
 

WEEKEND MASSES 
 

Saturday Masses 
8:30am Mass 

(Morning Prayer and  
Benediction 8:10am) 

 

Saturday Vigil Masses 
5:30pm   

Missa em Português: 7:30pm 
 

Sunday Masses 
7:30am, 9:00am, 10:45am,  

12:30 pm, 5:30pm 
Misa en Español:  2:00pm  

 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
 

Monday to Friday 
7:30am and 12:15pm 

 
First Friday Mass 7:30pm 
Third Friday Mass 7:30pm 

*Fourth Friday Mass 7:30pm  
*(en Español) 

 
 

Reconciliation (Confession) 
Monday to Friday 11:30am - Noon 

Saturdays 10:00am and 4:00pm  
or upon request 

 
 

Eucharistic Adoration  
Monday to Thursday 

8:00am to 8:30pm 
Compline & Benediction  

 

Friday 8:00am to  
Saturday 8:30am Mass 

 
 
 

Morning Prayer 
Monday - Friday 7:10am 

Saturday 8:10am 
 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Every Second Saturday  
of the Month at 8:30am 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday 8:00am to 4:00pm 

 
 

Website: 
www.stpaulchurch.com 

 

Contact us at: 
info@stpaulchurch.com 

 

Forgiveness  

and Renewal 
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We’re here to serve you! 
 

St. Paul Catholic Church 
12708 N. Dale Mabry Hwy. 
Tampa, Florida  33618-2802 

(813) 961-3023 
 
 

www.stpaulchurch.com 
 

Questions?  Please send email to:  
info@stpaulchurch.com 

 

Clergy 
Fr. Bill Swengros    Pastor 
Fr. George Gyasi       Parochial Vicar 
Fr. Robert Romaine  Parochial Vicar 
Deacon Carlos Celaya  RCIA 
Deacon Ray Dever     Mental Health Support 
Deacon Frank Henriquez  Young Adult Ministry 
 

Faith Formation 
Carmen Cayon Director 
Maria Mendez Baptism and 
 FORMED® Coordinator     
Sonia Eberhardt         K-5 Faith Formation  
 Coordinator, 1st Holy 
 Communion Prep 
Theresa Adams          Middle School 
 Minister (Confirmation) 

Stephen Watkins       High School Minister 
Maria Costa                 RCIA, Marriage Prep, 
 Adult Confirmation, 
 Quinceañeras 
Sr. Theresa Betz        Spiritual Direction 
Silvia Rivera               Religious Education 
 Assistant (Records) 
 

Preschool 
Abbie Johnson            Director 
Mindy Geer                Assistant Director 
 

Liturgy 
Elizabeth Hays           Liturgist, Bereavement 
 Minister 
Mary Gant                   Music Director 
 

Parish Support 
Michael Maloney        Parish Manager  
Barbara Gray               Pastoral         
  Administrative      
   Assistant (Scheduling) 
Laurie Erickson Director of Ministries     
Sam Mathai                Maintenance 
Charles Yezak             Director of 
 Communications  
Tina Bubb                  Finance Office  
 

Our Vision Statement:  
“Growing Together as Disciples 

of Christ.”  

My Dear Friends, 
 

Happy St. Patrick’s Day! Today we have a unique opportunity to share our rich 
Catholic faith with our non-Catholic friends. While many will think that today is all 
about shamrocks, green dye in the river, leprechauns, corned beef and cabbage, and 
beer, we recall the great bishop and evangelist, St. Patrick. Kidnaped and enslaved 
as a young boy, he escaped, only to return to share with the people of Ireland the 
good news of Jesus Christ. If you want to give yourself and your family a treat, read 
his biography or his Confessions. It will inspire and challenge you! The Breastplate 
or Lorica of St. Patrick is a wonderful prayer to pray each day! 
 

On Tuesday, we recall St. Joseph, husband of Mary and foster father of Jesus. He 
was an amazing man who dared to follow the Lord's dream. While we know little 
of him, I can't help but wonder what a profound impact he had upon the Lord as a 
youth. He is a great model of what it means to be a loving father, husband, and 
Christian in the world. I suggest that you reread the first chapters of Matthew. On 
Tuesday, there will be a special St. Joseph altar and luncheon following the 
12:15pm Mass. Please come! 
 

Two weeks ago, we had a special “Q and A session.” During the session, I shared 
that our parish continues to grow. St. Paul now has 6,667 families registered or 
20,581 members! Our phenomenal preschool continues to be filled to capacity with 
a wait list. Our Faith Formation programs for children, Youth Ministry programs 
for teens, and Young Adult programs have experienced tremendous growth. The 
number of ministries and number of people actively involved in ministries also 
continue to grow. Financially, we have been doing very well thanks to the 
wonderful generosity of our parishioners. 
 

On the downside, the continuing clergy scandals have affected our weekend Mass 
attendance. The number of baptisms and weddings were also lower this year. 
 

During the Q and A session, I shared our six goals as part of the diocesan pastoral 
plan “Courageously Living the Gospel”. They focus on providing more 
opportunities for us all to encounter Christ, developing an evangelization ministry, 
creating a family friendly ministry of mercy, providing better mental health 
resources for our parishioners, developing a Catholic Sports Ministry, and 
encouraging youth and young adults in ministry at our parish. I’ll share more about 
these later. 
 

We also had a discussion about the clergy scandals. The good news which is not 
often reported is that our diocese has always done an excellent job at responding to 
reports of clergy misconduct, following the best practices at the time. As a result, 
we have had very few cases. As a nation, since 2002, there have been very few cases 
and all are reported on the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops website. 
In many ways, we serve as a model for others to follow. 
 

That being said, so much more needs to be done. As a parish it is important to 
remember that safety is everyone’s ministry. We should all be aware of persons or 
situations that seem out of place. It is always appropriate to remind parents that 
children should always be supervised and to contact the parish office or the police 
should you ever feel that a situation is unsafe. As every security expert will attest, 
the best security is an alert community. 
 

Last but not least, thank you for returning your Annual Pastoral Appeal pledges. 
Your donation is essential in supporting hundreds of ministries serving hundreds 
of thousands of people throughout our five-county diocese. May God bless you all! 
 

Courageously growing together in Christ, 
 
 
 

Fr. Bill Swengros, Pastor 

http://www.StPaulChurch.com
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“I am the Lord who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land as a possession” (Gn 15:7).  

Prayer for a Fruitful 

Lent: God of Eternity, 

we thank you for the gift 

of salvation. As we walk 

through the desert this Lenten season, we 

thirst for the healing waters of your love. 

Give us the strength to overcome the 

temptation of sin. Cleanse our hearts and 

minds that we might prepare with great joy 

for the resurrection of your Son, Our Lord, 

Jesus Christ. Amen. 

FEAST OF  
ST. JOSEPH 

The Council of Catholic 

Women (CCW) will host 

festivities in honor of  St. 

Joseph on Tuesday, 

March 19th, after the 

12:15pm Mass. This is an 

Italian tradition to give 

thanks for prayers 

answered.  A three tiered 

Altar, laid with fine linens 

and decorated with 

flowers and votive 

candles,  will be  filled 

with breads and sweets. 

Please come join us on 

Tuesday! 

Saints of God: On Monday, we honor St. Cyril, Bishop of Jerusalem 
(315?-386). Cyril is honored as a Doctor of the Church for 
his mystagog or Catechesis to the newly baptized during 
the Easter Season.  Cyril’s life wasn’t easy.  Twice he was 
exiled from Jerusalem because of his belief that Jesus was 
consubstantial with the Father.  In other words, he believed 
that Jesus was truly God and truly man.  His views were 
vindicated in the Council of Constantinople and the result 

is the Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed which is still proclaimed in every 
church throughout the world each and every Sunday!  Let us join St. Cyril 
in prayer for those who are coming into our Church this Easter thought 
the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Eucharist! 
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PASSION PLAY 2020 
 

There are only three places left for the 
pilgrimage to see the Passion Play in 
Oberammergau Germany and Danube 
River Cruise.  We will leave on July 29, 
2020. In addition to seeing the Passion 
Play, we will visit the medieval city of 
Innsbruck, the baroque Benedictine 
Abbey of Ettal, the romantic castle of 
Neuschwanstein before embarking on a 
cruise up the Danube River...visiting such 
picturesque cities as Nuremberg, 
Regensburg (pictured), Passau, Melk, 
Vienna and Budapest!  

 

Be sure to reserve your spots now!   
 

Call Margie at  
1-800-644-4659  

for more information 

You are invited! Remember when Jesus was in the 
Garden of Gethsemane and simply wanted his apostles to 

stay awake and pray for him?  He is asking 
you to do the same!  Come adore the Lord 
every weekday 8:00am-8:30pm and every 
Friday beginning with 7:30am Mass and 
concluding Saturday morning with the 8:30 
Mass.  Even if you can only stop by for a short 
visit, you won’t be sorry! 

TAX INFORMATION: Your 2018 Tax 
Return is due soon. Please consider how 
you can lower your taxes with an annual 
gift to St. Paul Catholic Church. Next 
weekend, March 23 & 24, members of 
the Parish Finance Council will be in the Narthex 
answering questions about how a gift to your parish 
will lower your annual tax bill.  Stop by to say hello. 
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“I am the Lord who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land as a possession” (Gn 15:7).  

Knights of Columbus Council 11211 
 

WOMEN’S CLOTHING 
& TOILETRIES DRIVE 

 

Saturday, March 30th and Sunday, March 31st  
In the Porticos After All Masses 

 

All clothing items must be new or “gently used”.  Toiletries 
must be new and should be travel size.  Acceptable items 
include: clothing, shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, hats, 
deodorants, toothpaste, shampoo, conditioner and soap.  
For more information, please send an email message to: 
kofc@stpaulchurch.com 

St. Paul 
Parish Mission Prayer 

 
Holy Father, great God of love and mercy,  

You have surrendered everything for love of us. 
May we learn to surrender everything for love of You.  

 
Fill us with Your Holy Spirit  

that we may do Your will and not our own.  
Help us to love You above all things  

and to love Your people the way You have commanded us. 
Quiet our minds and hearts  

that we may be open to the gift of Your truth,  
and grant that our Parish Mission may be: 

 
a time of Grace for all, 

a time of growth for the young, 
a time of refreshment for the old, 

a time of renewal for families, 
a time of healing for the broken, 
a time of joy for the sorrowing, 

a time of challenge for the complacent, 
a time of forgiveness for the sinner, 

a time of strength for the holy, 
a time of homecoming for all who have been away. 

 
We beg You these things, Holy Father, in Jesus’ name.  

Amen.  

Join Father Bob Romaine and     
St. Paul Parishioners on a 
Pilgrimage in May to...  

 

...EWTN and the Shrine of the Most Blessed 

Sacrament in Alabama 
 

May 13 - May 15, 2019 
 

Cost is $250 per person and includes round-trip 

bus fare, lodging, meals and tours 
 

For more information, contact  

Ed and Susan Bilbao at (813) 503-6460 

Priests of St. Paul Catholic Church 
(l to r) Father George Gyasi, Father Bob Romaine and  

Father Bill Swengros, Pastor 

Lenten Food Drive 

Bag Return Weekend 

March 16 - 17 

Volunteers Needed! 
Thank you for returning your Food Drive bag this weekend!
Your donations are a true blessing for our Food Pantry.  If 
you would like to help us sort food, please come to Family 
Center Section 3 after you attend Mass.  St. Vincent de Paul 
members will  be there to welcome you and show how you  
can help.  Thank you for your generosity!  
 
                     ~St. Vincent de Paul Society 

2019 Vacation Bible School 

“SET SAIL WITH  
THE TRINITY” 
June 17 - 21, 2019 
9:00am - 12:00pm 

 

Registration Forms will be 
available in April 2019. 



 

 

St. Paul Catholic Preschool 

   Bible Verse of the Week 
 

“Dear brothers and sisters, 

when troubles come your way, 

consider it an opportunity for 

great joy.”              — James 1:2 
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License # C HC 110273  

Excellence in Catholic preschool education  for  over 35 years 

Contact us! 
Preschool Office: (813) 264-3314 

Email:  preschool@stpaulchurch.com  

Enrollment for the 2019-2020 School Year is still open.  
If you are interested in having your child attend our 
preschool, please apply soon.  A limited number of 
spaces are available. 

Staff Positions Open for the 2019-20 School Year 

Do you have a passion for working with children?        

St. Paul Catholic Preschool has a few staff openings, as 

well as a need for substitute teachers.  Bachelors Degree 

in Early Childhood Education or related field, desired.  

Part-time positions only.  If you are interested, please 

send a cover letter and resume to Mrs. Abbie Johnson at 

director@stpaulchurch.com  

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!  In the 2 year old classes, we have 
taken this opportunity to learn about St. Patrick, the beloved 
patron saint of Ireland, and some of the traditions that go 
along with this holiday.  

We talked about the color green and students named some 
green things such as grass, leaves and shamrocks. The 
shamrock represents the Holy Trinity: the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, which the children recite at the 
beginning of all our daily prayers. We used green peppers 
and green paint to stamp a shamrock. The children used 
their fine motor skills and stickers dots to make a rainbow. 

We learned that green is one of the colors of the rainbow 
and they dressed up in festive clothes in the dramatic play 
center.  We also have been learning a new song, “Five Little 
Leprechauns” during Music & Movement time. Even 
though March 17th does not fall on a school day this year, 
you know we will be wearing our green!  

How do you celebrate St. Patrick’s Day? 

            -Karen Overmyer, 2 year old Lead Teacher 



 

 

 7 

        

  St. Paul Faith Formation     
We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace 

 “I am the Lord who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land as a possession” (Gn 15:7).  

Baptism 
 

God reaches out to us in all kinds of ways. The desire in your 
heart to baptize your child is one of them. The promises you 
make for your child on this day will begin to form your child 
into a faithful follower of Christ. However, the day of baptism 
is only the beginning of this journey. Baptism is literally a life 
changing event! 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism at St. Paul Catholic Church takes 
place on the first three Saturdays of every month in English 
and the fourth Saturday of every month in Spanish.   If your 
child needs to be baptized please contact our Baptism 
Coordinator, Maria Mendez, at (813) 961-3023 or via email 
at: mmendez@stpaulchurch.com. Parents and Godparents 
will be asked to attend a baptismal preparation class. 

Faith Formation Registration 

If your child is not currently attending a Catholic School, 

he and/or she should be registered in our parish’s  

Religious Education Program.  Early Bird registration 

for 2019-20 year began last weekend. Enjoy $10 off each 

child’s registration if paid before April 1  and reserve 

your child’s spot for next year.  

 

If your child is over the age of 7 and has not started 

preparing for First Communion or is over the age of 13 

and has not started to prepare for Confirmation, please 

contact us!  We can help you begin the preparation. It is 

not too late to inquire about Faith Formation! For 

more information, call our office at:  (813) 961-3023. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED to assist with the Easter Egg Hunt!   
Would like to share your ideas or help with organization 
and implementation of the annual Easter Egg Hunt? Please 
contact Maria Mendez, in the Faith Formation Office, via 
email at mmendez@stpaulchurch.com or (813) 961-3023.  
 

DONATIONS NEEDED for the Easter Egg Hunt!  
We would greatly appreciate donations of plastic eggs, 
small individually wrapped candy, non-melting chocolate 
and toys that would fit inside a standard plastic egg.   
Please drop off your donations to the Faith Formation 
Office on or before Monday, April 8, 2019.  Thank you! 

St. Paul Council of Catholic 
Women & Faith Formation invites 

you and your family to attend... 

 
The St. Paul Seder Supper 

Monday, April 15, 2019 
6:30pm - 8:00pm 
Family Center 

 
Seating is limited.  There are six places at each table, so 
please reserve your place today by completing and 
submitting a reservation form to the Faith Formation 
on by Wednesday, April 10.  Registration forms are 
available online or at the Parish Office.  Cost is $15.00 
per person.  Children 12 and under are free.  Please call 
(813) 961-3023 for more information. 
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Readings for the Week of March 17th 

 

Sunday Second Sunday of Lent 

 Gn 15:5-12, 17-18; Ps 27:1, 7-8, 8-9, 13-14; Phil 

 3:17 - 4:1; Lk 9:28b-36 

Monday Dn 9:4b-10; Ps 79:8, 9, 11 and 13; Lk 6:36-38 

Tuesday 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 29; 

 Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22; Mt 1:16, 18-21; 24a or Lk 

 2:41-51a 

Wednesday Jer 18:18-20; Ps 31:5-6, 14, 15-16; Mt 20:17-28 

Thursday Jer 17:5-10; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6; Lk 16:19-31 

Friday Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a; Ps 105:16-17, 18-19,  

 20-21; Mt 21:33-43, 45-46 

Saturday Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12; 

 Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 

Sunday Third Sunday of Lent 

 Ex 3:1-8a, 13-15; Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8, 11;  

 1 Cor 10:1- 6, 10-12; Lk 13:1-9 

Pope Francis: “Let us ask the Lord for 
the grace not to hesitate when the Spirit 
calls us to take a step forward. Let us 
ask for the apostolic courage to share 
the Gospel with others and to stop 

trying to make our Christian life a museum of memories. In 
every situation, may the Holy Spirit cause us to contemplate 
history in the light of the risen Jesus. In this way, the Church 
will not stand still, but constantly welcome the Lord’s 
surprises” (Pope Francis, Gaudete et Exsultate, 139). 

 

Faith and Reason: Blessed Nicolas Steno (1/1/1638-
11/25/1686) is a wonderful example of a 
man of faith AND reason! Nicolas (Niels 
Steensen) was born of a Lutheran family in 
Denmark and had a naturally inquisitive 
mind. He was well-trained in the classical 
science of his time but seriously questioned 
accepted knowledge of the natural world 
such as explanations for tear production, the 

idea that fossils grew in the ground, and how rock formations 
were created. As a result, he is known as one of the founders 
of modern stratigraphy and modern geology as well as a 
pioneer in anatomy. In 1667, his inquisitive mind led him to 
convert to Catholicism and become a master of theology. On 
Easter of 1675, he was ordained priest. The Pope later 
appointed him as an vicar apostolic of Nordic Missions. 
Nicolas played an active part in the Counter-Reformation in 
Northern Germany and he was beatified by St. John Paul II in 
1988. Blessed Nicolas Steno is a wonderful example of a man 
of faith and reason! 

Words of Wisdom: “The wider our contemplation of 
creation, the grander is our conception of God.” 
 

                         – St. Cyril of Jerusalem 

Food for Thought: “I only seek in my old age to perfect that 
which I had not before thoroughly learned in my youth, 
because my sins were a hindrance to me.”  
 

                               – St. Patrick 

Mass Intentions for the Week of March 17th 
 

Saturday, March 16, 2019 

8:30am    Anthony Aguilar (int.) 

5:30pm   Valentin Munoz + 

7:30pm   Arturo Florez + 

Sunday, March 17, 2019 

Second Sunday of Lent 

7:30am    St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 

9:00am   Carolyn Bodo +  

10:45am    Pryan and Vitale Family (int.) 

12:30pm  Fred Layo + 

2:00pm   6th Anniversary of Matrimonial Dialogue (int.) 

5:30 pm     Charles Glass (int.) 
Monday, March 18, 2019 

Saint Cyril of Jerusalem, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 

7:30am     Paul Mikkelsen + 

12:15pm   Pionisia Lozada + 

Tuesday, March 19, 2019 

Solemnity of Saint Joseph, husband of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

7:30am     Lucy Nguyen + 

12:15pm  Dora Rose de Endara + 

Wednesday, March 20, 2019 

7:30am    Consecrated Life and Priestly Vocations (int.) 

12:15pm  Linda Nastri + 

Thursday, March 21, 2019 

7:30am   Michael Songy + 

12:15pm  Irving Ortega Diaz + 

Friday, March 22, 2019 

7:30am   Kathryn Seever +  

12:15pm   Sosamma Joseph + 

7:30pm   Guido and Sonia Alizo (int.) 

Saturday, March 23, 2019 

Saint Turibius of Mogrovejo, Bishop 

8:30am   Brenda Angeles-Caturay + 

5:30pm   Mauro and Ronald Arong + 

7:30pm   Mallavara pu Raja + 

Sunday, March 24, 2019 

Third Sunday of Lent 

7:30am    Frank Pishioneri +  

9:00am   St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 

10:45am    Father Bill Swengros (int.) 

12:30pm  Caridad and Anselmo Alvarez + 

2:00pm   Irving Ortega Diaz + 

5:30 pm     Osimen Family (int.) 



 

 

Ask It Basket: “Reading the Ask It Basket 
it said “baptism is necessary for salvation”. 
Would you elaborate in that I’m concerned 
this at face value would exclude a lot of 

people?” Good question! Jesus said: “I solemnly assure you, 
no one can enter into God’s kingdom without begotten of 
water an Spirit” (Jn 3:5). The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church states: “Baptism is necessary for salvation for those to 
whom the Gospel has been proclaimed and who have had the 
possibility of asking for this sacrament” (n. 1257). But does 
that mean if you are not baptized you are not saved? No. We 
don’t presume to judge. We accept a “baptism by desire” and 
“baptism by blood” for catechumens who died prior to 
baptism or those who were martyred prior to baptism for their 
faith in our Lord. Children who die prior to baptism are 
entrusted to the merciful arms of God. For those of other 
faiths, the Church states: “Every man who is ignorant of the 
Gospel of Christ and of his Church, but seek the truth and 
does the will of God in accordance with his understanding of 
it, can be saved. It can be supposed that such persons would 
have desired Baptism explicitly if they had known its 
necessity” (n. 1260). I’m reminded of Gandhi who once said 
that he would be a Christian if he ever met one. The bottom 
line is that only God can judge whether one is saved or not. 
Our task is simply to proclaim His Gospel of Truth and to 
offer the gift of Baptism to those who desire it. I hope that 
answers your question! (If you have a question for the Ask It 
Basket, please contact FrBill@StPaulChurch.com.) 
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Deo Gratias!  Please join me in thanking God for 
our terrific Knights of Columbus who faithfully 
prepare and serve our Lenten Dinners every Friday 
night. Thank you and may God bless you! Also, 

kudos to those who shared bulletins from their travels. This 
week we received them from Bulletins from New York, North 
Carolina, and Florida. Thank you! 

“I am the Lord who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land as a possession” (Gn 15:7).  

We pray for the repose of the souls of those 
recently departed: Felix Cayon, Sr.; Edward D. 
Bocchino; Luis Alfredo Gonzalez; Dr. Cesar Cruz; 
Paul Joseph Bullara; Margaret Theil; Michael 
Campanelli; Johny Rodriguez; Samual Perales; Mary 

Conrad; Noel Jose Hernandez; Andrea Cruz Trovar; Irving 
Ortega-Diaz; Anna Maria Dusek; Raquel Pedrero; Allan 
Navarro; Carlos Byrnes; Louis Marcano; and Valentin Munoz. 
 

Please remember in your prayers those with particular 
health needs: Paul Martin; Margaret Uremovich; Linda 
Taylor; Rosemary Fenton; Freida Cardona; Mary García; Lucy 
Rosario; Adeliza Bacon; Suzette Hillis; and Bill Kollner. 

Looking Ahead! March 18 - 22:  Hillsborough 

County Schools Spring Break; March 19:  Feast of 

St. Joseph; March 22:  Lenten Dinner from 

5:00pm - 7:00pm at Family Center; March 22: 4th 

Friday Spanish Mass - Stations of the Cross at 7:00pm, Mass at 

7:30pm, no reception after Mass; March 24:  Third Sunday of 

Lent; March 25 - 28:  Parish Mission with Father Larry 

Richards, 7:00pm - 9:00pm each night; March 29:  Lenten 

Dinner from 5:00pm - 7:00pm at Family Center; March 29:  5th 

Friday Pan-African Mass at 7:30pm, no reception after Mass; 

March 29 - 30: Eucharistic Congress in Jacksonville,, Florida; 

March 29 - 31: Teen Camping Retreat at our Lady of Good 

Counsel Camp; March 30: Confirmation Workshop #3 from  

9:00am - 12:00pm; March 31:  Fourth Sunday of Lent; April 4:  

This Light Is on for You (Confessions) from 5:00pm - 8:00pm; 

April 5:  Lenten Dinner from 5:00pm - 7:00pm at Family 

Center; April 5:  Stations of the Cross followed by Novena and 

Mass in honor of Santo Niño starting at 7:00pm; April 7:  Fifth 

Sunday in Lent; April 9: Communal Penance Service from 

7:00pm - 9:00pm; April 12: Lenten Dinner from 5:00pm - 

7:00pm at Family Center; April 12: Lenten Choir Concert 

following 7:00pm Stations of the Cross; April 13:  OCIA Retreat 

for teens and adults from 9:00am - 5:30pm; April 14: Palm 

Sunday of the Lord’s Passion; April 15: Seder Supper from 

6:30pm - 8:30pm at Family Center. 

Think about it: "As Lent is the time for 
greater love, listen to Jesus’ thirst…He knows 
your weakness. He wants only your love, wants 
only the chance to love you.”  

                       – St. Teresa of Calcutta 

Did you know?  The Annuarium Statisticum 
Ecclesiae 2017 has just been published.  Out of 
a world population of 7,408 million, 1,313 
million or 17.7% are baptized Catholics, 

distributed by continent: 48.5% in America, 21.8% in 
Europe, 17.8% in Africa, 11.1% % in Asia and 0.8% in 
Oceania.  This represents a positive growth, especially in 
relation to the growth in the world population.  Europe is 
the only continent to have an almost zero trend (+ 0.1%) 
while for America the growth rate (+ 0.96%) is below the 
world level. 63.8% Catholics live in the Americas, 39.7% in 
Europe, 19.2% in Africa, and up to 3.3% in Asia.  The 
number of candidates to the priesthood worldwide has 
decreased from 116,160 in 2016 to 115,328 in 2017, a drop 
of 0.7 percent.  Let us pray for an increase in vocations! 

Welcome Home! We would like to extend a 
hearty welcome to those who have recently moved 
to our parish.  We certainly hope you feel at home.  

You are encouraged to register and to participate in our 
ministries, see a minister of hospitality for a Welcome Folder.  
If you are involved in a particular ministry in your previous 
parish, why not continue that ministry here at St Paul’s?  We 
can always use another Minister of Hospitality, Eucharistic 
Minister, or Catechist!  If you are a member of the Knights of 
Columbus or your parish prayer group, join us!  If you are 
interested in starting a new ministry, let us know!  Don’t 
hesitate to become involved, you will be glad you did! 
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Home Makers of Hope Ministry 
provides gently used furniture to 
families in need. If you are interested 
in joining us for a Monday delivery 

to see if this is a ministry for you, please meet at our 
Ybor City warehouse (Gulf Eagle Supply, 2900 East 7th 
Avenue, Tampa, FL 33605) at 9:00am. We select the 
furniture to deliver, load it onto a truck and then deliver 
the furniture to at least two homes. If you would like to 
donate furniture please go to our website and fill out the 
information online at:  www.homemakersofhope.com 
 

Questions?  
Email:  home-makers-of-hope@stpaulchurch.com 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul  
Pantry Hours 

Monday & Thursday 9:00 am - 12:00 pm    
Assistance Line: (813) 264-3325   

Bereavement Ministry of St. Paul 
 

Our ministry offers God’s healing love through 
emotional, physical, mental and spiritual comfort. Due 
to the upcoming Parish Mission, we will not meet on 
Tuesday, March 26, 2019.  Our next, meeting will be 
held on Tuesday, April 9, 2019 at 7:30pm in the 
Parish Center, Room H . For more information, 
please contact Diana at (813) 748-2874.   

Want  to join the AHG Troops? 
 

If your daughter is age 5 to 18, contact 
Melissa at ahg@stpaulchurch.com 

for more information about this  
incredible program! 

 

 CUB SCOUT PACK 143 
Open to all boys and girls! 

 

 

For more information on how to join  
Cub Scout Pack 143, contact: 

 

George Melendez 
(813) 928-2765 

    cubscouts@stpaulchurch.com 

Have you ever had to go without a meal because of no 
money?  Please help us make sure that no one in our 
parish family has to suffer this indignity.  Your monetary 
and food donations allow us to help everyone who comes 
through our pantry door. 
 

If you would like to help, please leave your food donations 
for our St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry, in the marked 
baskets located in the Narthex.  Monetary donations can 
be dropped in the poor box, also located in the Narthex. 
Please make sure to specify SVDP in the memo line for 
check donations or you may use an offertory envelope for 
cash donations and label it SVDP.  
 

Thank you for your generosity! ~ SVDP Society 
 

Pantry Wish List This Week: 
Ramen Noodles and Bagged Rice 

 

Please note we are unable to use expired items.  

St. Paul Active Retired Seniors (SPARS)                
Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 20th 

at 1:00pm in the Parish Center Room F. 

St. Francis  
of Assisi Ministry 

 

The St. Francis of Assisi 
Ministry is accepting prayer 
requests from those who are 
coping with the loss of a pet 
or struggling with their pet’s 
illness. Please submit your 
prayer request to: st-francis-
ministry@stpaulchurch.com 

SHAWLS OF HOPE MINISTRY:  Inviting  
all knitters and crocheters to create shawls 
and baby blankets as a source of comfort 
and prayer.  Next meeting is Friday, March 
22nd at 10:00am in the Parish Center. 

Forg iveness and Renewal  
Remiss ione et  Renovat io  
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WE ARE A COMMUNITY THAT PRAYS!  

Each week people gather on our campus to pray.  Listed below are some of our prayer groups:  

Eucharistic Adoration  Monday through Thursday 8:00 am - 8:30 pm 
Rosary (in Church)  Weekdays after the 7:30 am Mass    
Rosary and Prayer for Vocations (in Church)     Weekdays before the 12:15 pm Mass   
Our Mother of Mercy                   Tuesdays after the 12:15 pm Mass   
Legion of Mary (español)                 Tuesdays at 7:30 pm     
La Familia (español)                    2nd Tuesdays at 7:00 pm     
Spiritual Mothers                     Thursdays after the 12:15 pm Mass   
Amor de Jesus Grupo de Oración (español)      Thursdays at 7:30 pm     
Cenaculo de Maria Rosa Mistica (português)  Thursdays      
Grupo Tercoo dos Homens (português)  3rd Thursday at 7:40 pm     
24-hour Eucharistic Adoration             Friday 8:00 am - Saturday 8:30 am   
Rosary and Santo Niño Perpetual Novena       1st Fridays at 7:00 pm     
Sacred Heart Novena Mass               1st Fridays at 7:30 pm     
Nossa Senhora Da Rosa Mistica (português)  1st, 3rd, and 5th Fridays at 8:00 pm    
Cursillo de Cristiandad (español)  2nd Fridays of every other month    
Our Lady of Good Health Novena Mass       3rd Fridays at 7:30 pm    
Miraculous Medal Novena                Saturdays after the 8:30 am Mass    
Anointing of the Sick                   2nd Saturday during the 8:30 am Mass   
Our Lady of Peñafrancia  4th Saturday after the 8:30 am Mass  
Cenacles of Divine Mercy (eng, sp, port)  Various times     
Fiat (english and español)                Various times   
   

 Please call Laurie Erickson at the Parish Office at (813) 961-3023 for more information  

Legal Consultation and Referral Service  
Every Monday by appointment only 

  Please call (813) 961-3023 

Divorced and Separated Support Group 
This ministry provides caring support for both women and 
men experiencing separation or divorce.  The group meets 
every Friday night at 7:30pm in the St. Paul Parish Center.  
You may come as often as you would like...every week, once a 
month or whenever it is convenient for you.  No charges/no 
fees.  All are welcome!  For more information and to answer 
any questions, please call Don Hemke at (813) 205-1735. 

Counseling Services 
Offered by Dr. Pat Berne 

Please call (813) 961-3023 to make an appointment 

AA Meetings:  Do you feel your life is out of control?  Is 
Alcohol ruining your life?  Help is here!  Our parish is blessed 
to host weekly Alcoholics Anonymous meetings every 
Wednesday at 8:15pm in the St Michael Building.  For more 
information, call (813) 933-9123.  May God bless you! 

“I am the Lord who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land as a possession” (Gn 15:7).  



 

 

 
March 6, 2019 

    Ash Wednesday   
 

Offertory:  $13,346 
Attendance:  4,461 

Envelopes:  416 
 

March 10, 2019 
First Sunday of Lent   

 

Offertory:  $35,784 
Online Giving:  14,250 

Attendance:  3,639 
Envelopes:  831 

  

Stewardship:  A Way of  Life 
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OFFERTORY 

Sign up for Online Giving!  It’s simple and convenient.   

Go to StPaulChurch.com, and click 
on the Online Giving link for more 

info on how to sign up.   

To all the amazing 

people who made 

the St. Paul Fest  

such an  

awesome event!  
 

At St. Paul's, we are blessed to have such a talented 

parish family who give of themselves and share their 

time and talents with everybody!  That is what makes 

St. Paul such a special place to pray and play!   

Maloney’s Local Irish Pub 

12904 N Dale Mabry Hwy, Carrollwood 

813-252-5526 

www.maloneyslocalirishpub.com  

Barbecue 
8546 N Dale Mabry Hwy. 

813-936-5555 
www.hanksplacebbq.com 

Talking Rain Beverage 
(found in local stores) 

Parishioner  
Neil Norden 

Vizcaya 

10905 N. Dale Mabry Hwy 
Carrollwood 

813-968-7400  
www.vizcayarestaurante.com 

St. Paul Fest: 

A Multicultural Event  
We were treated to authentic 
cuisine and musical performances 
from the following countries.  
They donated not only their time 
and talent but also their treasure!   

Countries Food 

Africa, Brazil, Colombia, Cuba, Dominican 
Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, England, Haiti, 

Hungary, India, Ireland, Italy, Mexico, 
Nicaragua, Panama, Peru,  Philippines, Poland, 
Puerto Rico, Scotland, Slovakia, Spain, United 

States of America, Venezuela and Vietnam 

Performances 

Deacon Carlos Celaya … Emcee 

Jose Antonio Acevedo … National Anthem 

Niños Cantores Venezolanos & Americanos 

Trumpet Performance - Lou Savary 

Singer—Jose Antonio Acevedo 

Mexican Dance Group 

Flamenco Dance—Maria Roldan 

Broadway Performance - Dottie Workowski 

Santo Niño Dance Group 

Singer—Sonia Eberhardt with Mariachi 

Brazilian Folk Dance 

Singers—Doc Omar y sus Gaiteros  

Singer—Elizabeth Cabrera 

Nancy Medina & Los Ruiseñores 

Special Events Ministry 
(Organizers of the Event) 

Maria Allison, Hal Burger, Patti Cash, Laurie 
Erickson, Al Garcia, Natalie Gutowski, Isabel Mas, 
Bob Patterson, Lilia Persky, Dawn Ramos and 
Alex & Anita Vazquez. 

El Rincon Peruano 

8502 N Armenia Ave #1-G 
Tampa, FL 

813-936-8845 

www.elrinconperuano.com 

3023 W Waters Ave 

Tampa, FL 33614 

813-931-7257 

ContactUs@LaAntioquena.com 
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“I am the Lord who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land as a possession” (Gn 15:7).  

Faith in Action: “I am the Lord who brought 
you from Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this 
land as a possession” (Gn 15:7). Just as the 
Lord gave Abraham, Moses and the Israelites a 
land to possess, He has also given each of us a 

home. Whether your home is grand or humble, it is a gift from 
God. Abraham prepared a great sacrifice to the Lord in 
gratitude for the home God gave him. How do you show your 
gratitude to God for the home He has given you? Do you 
make a sacrifice of any kind? Do you return any of your 
finances to God, investing equally in your eternal home just as 
you invest in your earthly home? 

Living Faith:  Today’s Gospel tells of the 
Transfiguration of Jesus on Mount Tabor. 
When have we had a “mountain top” 

encounter with the Lord? When did you truly feel His 
presence in a very clear and personal way? Share that 
experience with a loved one or close friend. 

First Aid: The church’s First Aid kit and AED 
are located in the minister’s room. The Parish 
Center has a First Aid kit in the kitchen and the 
AED is located by the bathrooms. The Family 
Center First Aid kit and AED are in the 

kitchen. If you use them, please let a staff person know so 
that they can be stocked and secured. It will also help us to 
ensure that our church is always a safe environment.  

On a Lighter Note! Even though O'Malley was a licensed 
scuba diver, he finally got an answer to a 
question that had annoyed him for decades. 
Here it is. Harold, an American tourist, asked 
his friend Murphy, 'Why do Scuba divers 
always fall backwards off their boats?' To 

which Murphy replies, 'If they fell forwards they'd still be 
in the flippin' boat.' 

 

I. Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18: The 

Earliest Described Act of Faith 
 

Reflection: There are two critical 

issues:  1)  Verse 6 is the first "Act of 

Faith" that we see described in the 

Bible.  Abram (soon to be called 

"Abraham") believed in what the Lord 

had told him.  It was this Act of 

Faith that "reckoned it to him as 

righteousness." This means that 

Abram existed in the "Right 

Re lat ion"  with  God,  or  was 

"Righteous." St. Paul used this text to 

demonstrate that one not circumcised  

c o u l d  e x i s t  i n  t h e  " R i g h t 

Relationship" with God. 2) We see an 

ancient ritual that confirms an Oath; 

God is represented by the fire and 

smoke-pot; in the ancient world, after 

a contract was executed, there was a 

sacrificial offering and the parties to 

the contract passed between the dead 

halves of the animals, affirming that 

if they violated their contract, the 

same end should come upon them! It 

was both a solemn validation of a 

promise and the root of the Jewish 

claims to Israel.   

 

II. Philippians 3:17-4:1  Advice of a 

"Trainer." 
 

Reflection:  Many of us tend to get 

turned off by someone who says, "Be 

like me!" And it seems worse when 

that person is then judgmental about 

others.  But sometimes we do accept 

that.  For instance, if one is a 

"Personal Trainer," one must be fit.  

He or she really says, "Do what I do; 

work out this way, eat that way, and 

you will be like me."  And they may 

also say, "Just look at him (or her)!  

Look at that flab!"  We aren't 

offended then, because he or she is 

probably right!  St. Paul is a "Spiritual 

Trainer." He's just saying, "Put 

yourselves in my hands, and you will 

become Spiritually Fit."  Then he 

emphasizes an important Christian 

doctrine, that our bodies are so 

valuable that they will be "glorified" 

one day as Christ's body was 

"glorified" on "that day" of the Lord.  

We tend to forget that; but it is part 

of our Faith.  

III. St. Luke 9:28b-36 The 

Transfiguration. 
 

Reflection:  The word "Glory" is 

difficult.  One gave "glory" (or 

praise) in the ancient world to 

Patrons, or those higher in the social 

hierarchy to whom one looked for 

access to power.  God was the 

ultimate Patron, so was entitled to 

praise, or "glory".  However, it was 

also used to express what is nearly a 

"state" of God's being.  God 

permitted Moses not to see Himself, 

but to see "His Glory" (Ex. 33:22).  

Here Jesus was seen to exist in His 

"glorified body," or perhaps that 

which was similar to how He 

appeared after the Resurrection.  And 

we also hear God's validation of this 

reality.  Most interesting, however, is 

that Moses and Elijah spoke of "his 

exodus;" that is a Greek word which 

can mean: 1) the road out; or 2) the 

final song  at the end of a tragedy as 

the cast files out.  This may describe 

how St. Luke visualized his Gospel: 

A Tragedy with Prologue; but whose 

Epilogue turns it into a "Comedy," or 

a play with a "Happy Ending." 

Due to copyright restrictions, we are not 
able to print the Scriptures with the 

Reflections of Dr. Jack Conroy.   

Offertory Gifts: Our ushers are always looking for 
parishioners to volunteer to bring up the 
offertory gifts.  Next Sunday, why not ask them if 
they need help.  You will find it to be a great 
blessing for your family.  Peace! 


