
 

 



"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,  
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian  

community of faith, living our love for God and neighbor while growing together as disciples of Christ." 

Second Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy Sunday)    Sunday, April 28, 2019 

All are welcome! 
 
 

WEEKEND MASSES 
 

Saturday Masses 
8:30am Mass 

(Morning Prayer and  
Benediction 8:10am) 

 

Saturday Vigil Masses 
5:30pm   

Missa em Português: 7:30pm 
 

Sunday Masses 
7:30am, 9:00am, 10:45am,  

12:30 pm, 5:30pm 
Misa en Español:  2:00pm  

 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
 

Monday to Friday 
7:30am and 12:15pm 

 

First Friday Mass 7:30pm 
Third Friday Mass 7:30pm 

*Fourth Friday Mass 7:30pm  
*(en Español) 

 
 

Reconciliation (Confession) 
Monday to Friday 11:30am - Noon 

Saturdays 10:00am and 4:00pm  
or upon request 

 
 

Eucharistic Adoration  
Monday to Thursday 

8:00am to 8:30pm 
Compline & Benediction  

 

Friday 8:00am to  
Saturday 8:30am Mass 

 
 
 

Morning Prayer 
Monday - Friday 7:10am 

Saturday 8:10am 
 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Every Second Saturday  
of the Month at 8:30am 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday 8:00am to 4:00pm 

 

Website: 
www.stpaulchurch.com 

 

Contact us at: 
info@stpaulchurch.com 
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We’re here to serve you! 
 

St. Paul Catholic Church 
12708 N. Dale Mabry Hwy. 
Tampa, Florida  33618-2802 

(813) 961-3023 
 
 

www.stpaulchurch.com 
 

Questions?  Please send email to:  
info@stpaulchurch.com 

 

Clergy 
Fr. Bill Swengros    Pastor 
Fr. George Gyasi       Parochial Vicar 
Fr. Robert Romaine  Parochial Vicar 
Deacon Carlos Celaya  RCIA 
Deacon Ray Dever     Mental Health Support 
Deacon Frank Henriquez  Nursing Homes  
 

Faith Formation 
Carmen Cayon Director 
Maria Mendez Baptism and 
 FORMED® Coordinator     
Sonia Eberhardt         K-5 Faith Formation  
 Coordinator, 1st Holy 
 Communion Prep 
Theresa Adams          Middle School 
 Minister (Confirmation) 

Stephen Watkins       High School Minister 
Maria Costa                 RCIA, Marriage Prep, 
 Adult Confirmation, 
 Quinceañeras 
Sr. Theresa Betz        Spiritual Direction 
Silvia Rivera               Religious Education 
 Assistant (Records) 
 

Preschool 
Abbie Johnson            Director 
Mindy Geer                Assistant Director 
 

Liturgy 
Elizabeth Hays           Liturgist, Bereavement 
 Minister 
Mary Gant                   Music Director 
 

Parish Support 
Michael Maloney        Parish Manager  
Barbara Gray               Pastoral         
  Administrative      
   Assistant (Scheduling) 
Laurie Erickson Director of Ministries     
Sam Mathai                Maintenance 
Charles Yezak             Director of 
 Communications  
Tina Bubb                  Finance Office  
 

Our Vision Statement:  
“Growing Together as Disciples 

of Christ.”  

My Dear Friends, 
 

Today is the day of Mercy!  Our Lord told Saint Faustina: “My daughter, tell 
the whole world about My inconceivable mercy. I desire that the Feast of Mercy be a refuge 
and shelter for all souls, and especially for poor sinners. On that day the very depths of My 
tender mercy are open. I pour out a whole ocean of graces upon those souls who approach the 

fount of My mercy. The soul 
that will go to Confession and 
receive Holy Communion 
shall obtain complete 
forgiveness of sins and 
punishment. On that day are 
open all the divine floodgates 
through which graces flow. 
Let no soul fear to draw near 
to Me, even though its sins be 
as scarlet. My mercy is so 
great that no mind, be it of 
man or of angel, will be able 
to fathom it throughout all 

eternity. Everything that exists has come forth from the very depths of My most tender mercy. 
Every soul in its relation to Me will contemplate my love and mercy throughout eternity. The 
Feast of Mercy emerged from My very depths of tenderness. It is My desire that it be 
solemnly celebrated on the first Sunday after Easter. Mankind will not have peace until it 
turns to the Fount of My Mercy” (Diary, 699). 
 

Today is the day of Mercy!  Today we are called to turn to the Lord, to bask 
in the rays of his mercy, to be immersed in his merciful love!  One of the 
surest means of opening ourselves to his mercy is through the praying of the 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy before the Eucharistic Lord.  In today’s bulletin, 
we’ve included how to pray the chaplet of Divine Mercy, given by the Lord to 
St. Faustina.  I’m sure you will find it to be an incredibly powerful prayer.  Our 
Lord promised: “Whoever will recite it will receive great mercy at the hour of death.  
Priests will recommend it to sinners as their last hope of salvation.  Even if there were a 
sinner most hardened, if he were to recite this chaplet only once, he would receive grace from 
my infinite mercy.  I desire that the whole world know my infinite mercy.  I desire to grant 
unimaginable graces to those souls who trust in my mercy” (Diary, 687). 
 

Today is the day of Mercy!  Mercy, like love, is empty if it is not shared.  
Saint Faustina recommends at least one act of mercy a day.  It could be 
through a “merciful word, by forgiving and by comforting; secondly, if you 
can offer no word, then pray – that too is mercy; and thirdly, deeds of 
mercy” (Diary, 1158).  The seven corporal acts of mercy are: to feed the 
hungry, give drink to the thirsty, clothe the naked, visit the imprisoned, shelter 
the homeless, visit the sick and bury the dead.  The seven spiritual acts of 
mercy are: to admonish the sinner, instruct the ignorant, counsel the doubtful, 
comfort the sorrowful, bear wrongs patiently, forgive all injuries and pray for 
the living and the dead.  Let us do an act of mercy today! 
 

Today is the day of Mercy!  May our merciful 
God shower his blessings upon you and your loved 
ones!  And may we grow together in Christ! 

 
 

Fr. Bill Swengros 
Pastor 

http://www.StPaulChurch.com


 

 

First Friday Mass in honor of the Holy Child  

Santo Niño 
 

Friday, May 3rd 
7:00pm Novena † 7:30pm Mass 
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“Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you’” (Jn 20:21).   

Special Mass of Divine Mercy 
 

Sunday, April 28th at 3:00pm 
St. Paul Family Center 

Mothers’ Day Spiritual Bouquet 
Please be sure to pick up a Mother’s Day Novena card 

available now in the Narthex.  Please return it to the box 
provided so we can remember your mother at each Mass 

during the month of May. 

The Chaplet of Mercy is recited 
using ordinary rosary beads of 
five decades. The Chaplet is 
preceded by two opening prayers 
from the Diary of Saint Faustina 
and followed by a closing prayer. 

 
1. Sign of the Cross 
2. Opening Prayers 

“You expired, Jesus, but the 
source of life gushed forth for 
souls, and the ocean of mercy 

opened up for the whole world. 
O Fount of Life, unfathomable 

Divine Mercy, envelop the whole 
world and empty Yourself out 

upon us”.  
(Repeat three times)  

“O Blood and Water, which 
gushed forth from the Heart of 
Jesus as a fountain of Mercy for 

us, I trust in You!” 
3. Our Father 
4. Hail Mary 

5. The Apostle's Creed 
6. The Eternal Father 

“Eternal Father, I offer you the 
Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity 
of Your Dearly Beloved Son, Our 
Lord, Jesus Christ, in atonement 

for our sins and those of the whole 
world”. 

7. On the Ten Small Beads of 
Each Decade 

“For the sake of His sorrowful 
Passion, have mercy on us and 

on the whole world.” 
8. Repeat for the remaining 

decades, saying the "Eternal 
Father" (6) on the ‘Our Father’ 
bead and then 10 "For the sake 

of His sorrowful Passion" (7) on 
the following ‘Hail Mary’ beads. 
9. Conclude with Holy God 

(Repeat three times) 
“Holy God, Holy Mighty One, 

Holy Immortal One, have mercy 
on us and on the whole world”. 
10. Optional Closing Prayer:  

“Eternal God, in whom mercy is 
endless and the treasury of 

compassion — inexhaustible, 
look kindly upon us and increase 
Your mercy in us, that in difficult 
moments we might not despair 
nor become despondent, but 
with great confidence submit 
ourselves to Your holy will, 

which is Love and Mercy itself.  
Amen.” 
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St. Paul Catholic Preschool & Announcements 

 

Page 5 

“Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you’” (Jn 20:21).   

License # C HC 110273  

Excellence in Catholic preschool education  for  over 35 years 

Contact us! 
Preschool Office: (813) 264-3314 

Email:  preschool@stpaulchurch.com  

Welcome back from Easter Break!  We hope everyone is 
refreshed and ready to dive into our last month of school.  For 
some of our students, this means getting ready for 
kindergarten.  We are so happy to have been blessed enough to 
begin integrating more technology into our classrooms this 
year.  We started with the 4 year old classrooms in which  
students are using different websites, such as ABC Mouse, to 
work on not only academic skills but also are utilizing a 

mouse.  Most people think 
this would be a simple task 
to learn; however, our staff 
have learned quickly that 
this is not such an easy task 
to teach.  Parents can help 
out at home by purchasing a 
mouse for students to use 
with computers, iPads or 
s i m i l a r  e l e c t r o n i c 
devices.  Children are well 
aware on how to use a touch 
screen, in today’s world of 
iPhone’s and iPads, but 
most elementary schools 
utilize regular desktops and/
or laptops for testing, even 

in kindergarten.  We are proud of the improvements we have 
made towards integrating more technology into our classrooms 
in order to ensure the students are more ready for kindergarten.  
 
We still have a few openings for the 2019-20 school year.  I 
conduct school tours most Wednesday’s at 10:00am.  Please 
call the school office if you are interested in a tour of our 
preschool.   
 
Don’t forget all students and teachers return to school 
Monday, April 29, 2019! 
 
God Bless, 
 
Abbie Johnson 
Director 

DIVINE MERCY 
ITEMS  

Available after Mass TODAY! 
Donations are to support our sister 

parish in San Jose,  
in Montijo, Panama 

Amor de Jesus Prayer Group  
29th Anniversary Mass 

Thursday, May 9 
6:30pm Rosary † 7:00pm Mass 
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  St. Paul Faith Formation     
We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace 

 

God reaches out to us in all kinds of ways. The desire in 
your heart to baptize your child is one of them. The 
promises you make for your child on this day will begin to 
form your child into a faithful follower of Christ. 
However, the day of baptism is only the beginning of this 
journey. Baptism is literally a life changing event! 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism at St. Paul Catholic Church 
takes place on the first three Saturdays of every month in 
English and the fourth Saturday of every month in 
Spanish.   If your child needs to be baptized please contact 
our Baptism Coordinator, Maria Mendez, at (813) 961-
3023 or via email at: mmendez@stpaulchurch.com. 
Parents and Godparents will be asked to attend a 
baptismal preparation class. 

Faith Formation Registration: If your child is not 
currently attending a Catholic School, he and/or she 
should be registered in our parish’s Religious 
Education Program.   
 

If your child is over the age of 7 and has not started 
preparing for First Communion or is over the age of 
13 and has not started to prepare for Confirmation, 
please contact us!  We can help you begin the 
preparation. It is not too late to inquire about Faith 
Formation! For more information, call our office at:  
(813) 961-3023. 

2019 Vacation Bible School 

“SET SAIL 
WITH  
THE 

TRINITY” 
 
 

June 17 - 21, 2019 

9:00am - 12:00pm 

$35.00 per child 
 

Register now at:   www.stpaulchurch.com 

Baptism 

Members of the St. Paul Catholic Church Youth Group performed  a live version of the Stations of the 

Cross at Noon on Good Friday, April 19 in the Church. 



 

 

Youth Ministry & Military Families 

Please keep all servicemen and women in 
your prayers, especially those from our 

church family: 
 

Dylan Anthony Agnes, PVT, US Army  

Timothy O’Loughlin, Ensign, USCG 

Hans C. Arcand, CPT, USAF 

Martin O. Reina, USCG  

Patrick Rose, CPT PA, US Army  

Nicholas Ringo III, US Navy  

Mathew M Colon, SGT, US Army 

Michael Dunkelberger, MSGT, USAF 

Christopher A. Garcia, LTJG, U.S. Navy 

Richard Majette, CPT, USMC 

Katrina Monti, CPT, PA US Army 

Richard Sison Jr, 2nd LT, USAF 

Matthew Mooney, CPT, USAF 

Curtis Gardner, SGT, USAF  

Adriana Trigg, USAF 

Anthony Mazzie, US Army  

Luis Luccani, SGT, US Navy  

Austin Jacob Ferlita, PVT2s, US Army 

Josh C. Seal, PO, U.S. Navy  

Corinna Fleischmann, CDR, USCG    

Morganne Oyler, U.S. Navy  

Sean C. Andino, LTJG, U.S. Navy  

Thomas Krasnicki, LT, U.S. Navy  

Brett Smith, USMC 

Dominick J. Agnes III, SGT, USMC  

 Brian J. Babin, SS, USMC 

Spencer M. Brown, PVT, U.S. Army 

John Erickson, Cpl U.S. Army  

Jacob Torrens, Pvt., U.S. Army  

Cody Rigney, LT, U.S. Navy 

Adam Tapia, LT, U.S, Army  

Jason Mitchell, WO4, U.S. Army  

Alexander Maldonado, Captain, USAF 
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“Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you’” (Jn 20:21).   

SACRAMENT CORNER 

 
 

 

 

 

•Preparations for the reception of the Sacraments of Baptism, 
 Reconciliation, First Communion and  Confirmation are coordinated  

 though the Faith  Formation Office.   Please call (813) 961-3023. 
 

•For preparation to receive the Sacrament of Holy  Matrimony or 
Convalidation, please call Maria Costa at (813) 961-3023. 

 

•For information regarding our Vocations Program and  Formation to 
receive the Sacrament of Holy Orders  please  contact Sister Theresa 

Betz at (813) 961-3023. 
 

•For Anointing of the Sick please contact Barbara Gray at   
(813) 961-3023. 

Are You A Vet? If you are a military veteran 
and have experienced 
p h y s i c a l ,  m e n t a l , 
emotional, spiritual, sexual 
or any other form of 
trauma during the course 
of your service, “Reboot 

Combat Recovery” can help.  Please feel free to 
contact Fr. Gary Fukes at (813) 789-9934 or  
email gary.fukes@va.gov for more information. 



 

 

Mass Intentions for the Week of April 28th 
 

Saturday, April 27, 2019 

8:30am   William Rodriguez + 

5:30pm   John Costello + 

7:30pm   In Thanksgiving for the King Family (int.) 

Sunday, April 28, 2019 

Second Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy Sunday) 
7:30am    Josephine and Ted Kardys + 

9:00am   Robert Todd + 

10:45am    Louis Gunn + 

12:30pm  Rebecca Bowen (int.) 

2:00pm   Roger Benitez + 

3:00pm   St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 

5:30 pm     Paul Alexander Orellana + 

Monday, April 29, 2019 

Memorial of Saint Catherine of Siena, Virgin and Doctor of the Church 

7:30am     Catherine Maldonado (int.) 

12:15pm   Lolita Lolarga + 

Tuesday, April 30, 2019 

Saint Pius V, Pope 
7:30am    Juan A. DelCueto +    

12:15pm  Rita Woloszyn + 

Wednesday, May 1, 2019 

Saint Joseph the Worker  
7:30am   Consecrated Life and Priestly Vocations (int.)  

12:15pm  Springer/Gutowski Family (int.) 

Thursday, May 2, 2019 

Memorial of Saint Athanasius, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 

7:30am       Emilio Francescon + 

12:15pm  William Russell + 

Friday, May 3, 2019 

Feast of Saints Philip and James, Apostles  

7:30am   Luis Felipe Perez + 

12:15pm  Eucharistic Adoration Society (int.) 

7:30pm   Filipino Community Intentions (int.) 

Saturday, May 4, 2019 

8:30am   Fernando Salvador + 

10:00am  In Thanksgiving for the Luccani Family (int.) 

11:30am  Sister Theresa Betz (int.) 

2:00pm   Jaques Sequin + 

5:30pm   Maggie and Jose Lopez + 

7:30pm   Gaetano Carone + 
Sunday, May 5, 2019 

Third Sunday of Easter 
7:30am   Ivette Stern (int.)     

9:00am    Lucy Nguyen + 

10:45am   Alfonso Ruiz + 

12:30pm   Jaroslaw P. Miernik + 

2:00pm   Edward Eusebio LaMadrid + 

5:30 pm     St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 

Liturgy Corner Page 8 

Pope Francis: “[To grow in holiness], 
some moments spent alone with God are 
also necessary. For Saint Teresa of Avila, 
prayer “is nothing but friendly intercourse, 

and frequent solitary converse, with him who we know loves 
us”. I would insist that this is true not only for a privileged 
few, but for all of us, for “we all have need of this silence, 
filled with the presence of him who is adored”. Trust-filled 
prayer is a response of a heart open to encountering God face 
to face, where all is peaceful and the quiet voice of the Lord 
can be heard in the midst of silence. 

In that silence, we can discern, in the light of the Spirit, the 
paths of holiness to which the Lord is calling us. Otherwise, 
any decisions we make may only be window-dressing that, 
rather than exalting the Gospel in our lives, will mask or 
submerge it. For each disciple, it is essential to spend time 
with the Master, to listen to his words, and to learn from him 
always. Unless we listen, all our words will be nothing but 
useless chatter” (Pope Francis, Gaudete et Exsultate, 149-150). 

Readings for the Week of April 28th 

 

Sunday Second Sunday of Easter/Sunday of Divine 

 Mercy - Acts 5:12-16; Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-

 24; Rev 1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19; Jn 20:19-31 
Monday  Acts 4:23-31; Ps 2:1-3, 4-7a, 7b-9; Jn 3:1-8 
Tuesday Acts 4:32-37; Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5; Jn 3:7b-15 

Wednesday Acts 5:17-26; Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Jn 3:16-21 
Thursday Acts 5:27-33; Ps 34:2 and 9, 17-18, 19-20;  
 Jn 3:31-36 
Friday 1 Cor 15:1-8; Ps 19:2-3, 4-5; Jn 14:6-14 

Saturday Acts 6:1-7; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19; Jn 6:16-21 
Sunday Third Sunday of Easter - Acts 5:27-32, 40b- 
 41; Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13; Rev 5:11-14; Jn  
 21:1-19 or Jn 21:1-14 

First Friday Devotion:  This Friday is the first 
Friday of the month, a beautiful opportunity to 
develop your relationship with God.  This is a 
good time to examine your conscience and 
participate in the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  
In addition to our normal Friday daily Masses, 

we offer a special Friday Mass at 7:30pm in commemoration 
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.  We also offer Eucharistic 
Adoration after the 7:30am Mass through to our Saturday 
8:30am Mass.  Please come and bring a friend!  

Divine Mercy Prayer:  You expired, O Jesus, but the source 
of life gushed forth for souls and an ocean of mercy opened 
up for the whole world. O Fount of Life, unfathomable 
Divine Mercy, envelop the whole world and empty Yourself 
out upon us. O Blood and Water, which gushed forth from 
the Heart of Jesus as a fount of mercy for us, I trust in You. 
Amen. 
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Deo Gratias! We thank God for our liturgical 
team: Lectors, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion, Altar Servers, Sacristans, Ministers 
of Hospitality, and Musicians for all they do to 
make our liturgies so beautiful and meaningful, 

especially during Holy Week.  May God bless you all!  We also 
thank those who shared bulletins from their travels with us.  
This week we received them from California, Mississippi, 
Virginia and Florida!  

Looking Ahead! May 3:  First Friday Mass in Honor of the 

Holy Child, Santo Niño, 7:00pm Rosary, 

7:30pm Mass; May 4:  First Holy Communion 

in the Church, 10:00am and ; May 4:  St. 

Joseph the Worker, 11:30am Mass, reception 

after Mass in Family Center; May 5: First 

Holy Communion in the Church, 2:00pm; May 5 - 8:  Many 

Faces of Mary and the Crowning of Mary at all Faith 

Formation Classes; May 9: Amor de Jesus Prayer Group 26th 

Anniversary Mass, 6:30pm Rosary, 7:00pm Mass, reception in 

Family Center after Mass; May 10:  Healing Mass in Honor of 

Our Lady of Fatima, 7:00pm Rosary, 7:30pm Mass; May 12:  

Mother’s Day - Mother’s Day Mass Novena and Crowning of 

Mary at every Mass by First Communicants; May 12: 56th 

World Day of Prayer for Vocations; May 13:  Our Lady of 

Fatima; May 17:  Our Lady of Good Health Novena and 

Mass, 7:00pm Novena, 7:30pm Mass; May 18:  Ordinations at 

St. Jude Cathederal, 11:00am; May 19 - 22: Final Faith 

Formation Classes; May 19: Council of Catholic Women 

(CCW) Installations and Luncheon, 12:30pm; May 19:  

Baccalaureate Mass, 5:30pm; May 22: Mass for Nuestro Fiat 

(Mantle of Mary) Anniversary, 7:00pm Rosary, 7:30pm Mass, 

reception in Family Center after Mass; May 22:  End of Year 

Preschool Field Day; May 23-24:  Last Day of Preschool. 

“Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you’” (Jn 20:21).   

Words of Wisdom:  “Those who sincerely say ‘Jesus, I trust 
in You’ will find comfort in all their anxieties and fears.”  

                            – St. John Paul II  

We pray for the repose of the souls of those 
recently departed: Edward Harvey Fisher; Blanche 
Rose Almerico; Irma Mae Scarinci; Bernard Gant; 
Edward Frank Cigarran; Adele Smith; Alice Theard; 
Joesphine Tornero; William Haladay; Susan 

Morrison; Peter Nunes; Roberta Castellani; Felix Cayon, Sr.; 
Edward D. Bocchino; and Luis Alfredo Gonzalez. 
 

Please remember in your prayers those with particular 
health needs: Dave Beiro; Karen Lepa-Rottler; Dan Teal; 
Paul Martin; Margaret Uremovich; Linda Taylor; Rosemary 
Fenton; Freida Cardona; Mary García; and Lucy Rosario. 

Safe Environment: Child abuse is a tragic 
reality which can be prevented.  How?  1. Talk 
to your children about touching safety.  Teach 
them that it is OK to say “NO,” get away, and 
seek help.  2. Help your children make a list of 
the people they can turn to for help if they have 

a problem.  3. Teach your children that unsafe touch can 
happen with people they know and trust; not only with 
strangers.  4. Respect your children’s personal boundaries.  
Teach them to trust their intuition about others.  5. Be aware 
of those who have contact with your children and be sure it is 
a “Safe Environment” with at least two adults supervising 
whenever possible.  For more information, please call our 
Faith Formation office at (813) 961-3023. 

Faith and Reason: Louis Pasteur (1822-1895) was a French 
biologist, microbiologist, and chemist best 
known for his remarkable breakthroughs in 
microbiology. His experiments confirmed 
the germ theory of disease, and he created 
the first vaccines for rabies and anthrax. He 
is best known to the general public for 

showing how to stop milk and wine from going sour - this 
process came to be called pasteurization. He is regarded as 
one of the three main founders of bacteriology, together with 
Ferdinand Cohn and Robert Koch. He also made many 
discoveries in the field of chemistry, most notably the 
asymmetry of crystals.  Pasteur was also a devout Catholic 
throughout his life, seeing no contradiction between his 
spiritual life and his pursuit of scientific truth. 

Food for Thought: “All grace flows from mercy, and the 
last hour abounds with mercy for us.  Let no one doubt 
concerning the goodness of God; even if a person’s sins were 
as dark as night, God’s mercy is stronger than our misery.  
One thing alone is necessary; that the sinner set ajar the door 
of his heart, be it ever so little, to let in a ray of God’s merciful 
grace, and then God will do the rest.” (Diary of a Soul,1507).  

Think About It: “If you are what you should be, you will set 
the whole world on fire!”  
                       – St. Catherine of Siena  

Ask It Basket: “While I was at the Spanish Mass, I was 
asked to sit during the consecration.  In 
my native country we always stand.  
What gives?”  Good question!  The bishops 
of every country determine liturgical posture 
with the approval of the Holy See.  The basic 

principle is unity in worship as we use our bodies to express 
our interior disposition during prayer.  Here in the United 
States, we have enjoyed a long history of kneeling throughout 
the Eucharistic Prayer as well as just before receiving the 
Blessed Sacrament.  Personally, I think it is one of the reasons 
why our Church has been able to avoid many of the problems 
in Europe.  We spend more time on our knees!  (Smile!).  All 
that being said, the rule of thumb is to follow what the local 
people do during Mass.  If they stand, you stand.  If they 
kneel, you kneel.  If they sit, you sit!  I hope this helps!  (If you 
have a question for the Ask It Basket, please contact 
frbill@stpaulchurch.com.)  
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Home Makers of Hope Ministry:  We 
continue to accept new or slightly used 
items on Fridays from 10:00am to 

12:00pm in the Parish Center. We are in desperate need of 
towels, bedsheets and comforters (please label size  twin, 
full or queen), shower curtains and bath mats. 

St. Francis  
of Assisi Ministry 

 

The St. Francis of Assisi 
Ministry is accepting prayer 
requests from those who are 
coping with the loss of a pet 
or struggling with their pet’s 
illness. Please submit your 
prayer request to: st-francis-
ministry@stpaulchurch.com 

The St. Paul Council of Catholic 
Women will meet for their General 
Meeting on Thursday, May 9th at 7:00pm in 
the Family Center, Section 1. The CCW 
members will be having a baby shower for 
The Foundation of Life Pregnancy Center. 

SOS Human Trafficking 
Ministry at St. Paul Catholic 
Church provides awareness and 
education, conducts fund-raising 
events and offers spiritual 
rehabilitation to survivors. The ministry encourages others to 
use their God inspired passions to help put an end to human 
trafficking while joining in the fight against modern day 
slavery.  If you have questions or are interested in joining our 
ministry, please let us know.  
 

Email us at humantrafficking@stpaulchurch.com or call 
Cathy Hayter at (813) 843-8969 

Knights of Columbus - Council 11211 
 

To learn more about becoming a Knight, please 
email: kofc@stpaulchurch.com 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Pantry Hours 

Monday & Thursday 9:00 am - 12:00 pm    
Assistance Line: (813) 264-3325   

 

Thank you parishioners for your continued food and 
monetary donations to the St. Vincent de Paul Society!  Your 
abundant generosity allowed us to prepare 40 Easter food 
boxes to needy families in our area. 
 
A special thank you to the St. Paul Council of Catholic 
Women (CCW) for the beautiful candy bags they made for 
our food boxes. We appreciate your time and the 
thoughtfulness that you displayed by bringing the love and 
peace of Christ to those we serve.  Thank you so much! 

ROSARY MAKERS MINISTRY 

The Rosary Makers Ministry will be holding a 

training class for individuals wishing to learn to 

make missionary style rosaries.  If you are 

interested in learning how to make rosaries and 

would like information on the training class,  

please contact: 

 Gary Hays 

(352) 817-4087 or grh1echo@aol.com 

The Baby Bottle Boomerang is Back!   
In support of Foundations of Life, the Respect Life Ministry 
will be in the Narthex the weekends of May 4-5 and May 
11-12, 2019.   

All proceeds go to Foundations of Life Pregnancy Centers of 
Catholic Charities (foundationsoflife.org) to support 
women and men facing unplanned pregnancies to choose 
life for their child and provide mentoring and assistance to 
plan for the future.  

On May 4-5, we will be handing out empty baby bottles for 
you to take home and fill with spare change and bills.  

On May 11-12, please bring your bottles back with your 
donations. We’ll be collecting them before or after Mass,  
or you can place them in the 
baskets in the Narthex or return 
them to the parish office. 

Contact us for more information 
at: www.stpaulrespectlife.com 
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Legal Consultation and Referral Service  
Every Monday by appointment only 

  Please call (813) 961-3023 

Divorced and Separated Support Group 
This ministry provides caring support for both women and 
men experiencing separation or divorce.  The group meets 
every Friday night at 7:30pm in the St. Paul Parish Center.  
You may come as often as you would like...every week, once a 
month or whenever it is convenient for you.  No charges/no 
fees.  All are welcome!  For more information and to answer 
any questions, please call Don Hemke at (813) 205-1735. 

Counseling Services 
Offered by Dr. Pat Berne 

Please call (813) 961-3023 to make an appointment 

AA Meetings:  Do you feel your life is out of control?  Is 
Alcohol ruining your life?  Help is here!  Our parish is blessed 
to host weekly Alcoholics Anonymous meetings every 
Wednesday at 8:15pm in the St Michael Building.  For more 
information, call (813) 933-9123.  May God bless you! 

“Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you’” (Jn 20:21).   

Priests of St. Paul Catholic Church 
(l to r) Father George Gyasi, Father Bill Swengros (Pastor),  

and Father Bob Romaine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

There are only three places left for the pilgrimage to see 
the Passion Play in Oberammergau, Germany and 
Danube River Cruise.  We will leave on July 29, 2020. In 
addition to seeing the Passion Play, we will visit the 
medieval city of Innsbruck, the baroque Benedictine 
Abbey of Ettal, the romantic castle of Neuschwanstein 
before embarking on a cruise up the Danube 
River...visiting such picturesque cities as Nuremberg, 
Regensburg, Passau, Melk, Vienna and Budapest!  

Be sure to reserve your spots now!   
 

Call Margie at 1-800-644-4659  

American Heritage Girls Troop 147 
 

AHG Troop 147 will be hosting a First 
Aid Kit Fundraiser on the weekends of 
April 27-28 & May 4-5.  

 

If your daughter is age 5 to 18 and is 
interested in AHG, contact Melissa at  

ahg@stpaulchurch.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st Prize:  Four, one year annual passes to Busch  

       Gardens, Adventure Island and Seaworld 

2nd Prize:  Publix $300 Gift Card  

3rd Prize:  Amazon $200 Gift Card 
 

DONATIONS 
• $5 per ticket or $20 for 5 tickets. 
• Purchase your tickets after all Masses in the 

Portico during the weekends of May 18 & 19 and 
May 25 & 26. 

 

RAFFLE DATE AND LOCATION 
Sunday, June 2 at 5:30pm Mass  

at St. Paul Catholic Church 
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OFFERTORY 
 

Offertory for Holy Thursday (St. Vincent de Paul) 
Offertory:  $3,507 

 

Offertory for Good Friday 
Offertory:  $11,568 

 

Offertory for Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday 
Offertory: $ 58,657 

Online Giving:  $ 13,225 

Attendance:  8,998 

Envelopes:  1,321 
 

Thank you very much for your generosity! 

Sign up for Online Giving!   
It’s simple and convenient.   

Go to stpaulchurch.com, and click on the Online Giving 
link for more info on how to sign up.   

Remember us!  Resolve now not to be 

numbered among the more than 60% of 

adult Americans who die intestate.  If 

you die without a will the State will de-

termine how your assets are to be dis-

posed of.  In addition to remembering your loved ones, 

include the parish in your will or beneficiaries of your trust 

or life insurance.  See your attorney for assistance or con-

tact Michael Maloney at the parish office (813-961-3023); 

mmaloney@stpaulchurch.com 

Coffee & Donuts 

Hosted by:  
 

Finance Council:  Come meet this team of men and 
women who assist Father Bill in financial matters here at 
St. Paul Parish.  For more information about the 
Finance Council contact Dawn Ellis at 
finance@stpaulchurch.com  
 

Pastoral Council:  The Pastoral Council  assists the 
pastor in the formation of parish guidelines, 
development, and interaction with the parish ministries.  
Come and meet your parish representatives.  For more 
information,  contact  J im Demer at 
pastoralcouncil@stpaulchurch.com 
 

Preschool Advisory Board:  The Preschool Advisory 
board assists the director in making decisions for the 
preschool, please contact Chris Leuzze via email at 
preschool@stpaulchurch.com 
 
Please be sure to thank these three wonderful ministries 
for their faithful service to St. Paul Catholic Church!   

 

Rejoice in the resurrection!  Thank you to 
the 622 households that have responded 
generously to the 2019 Annual Pastoral 
Appeal.  We have reached $370,269  
toward our goal amount of $452,049.  A 
follow-up message will be going out to 

those who have not yet made a commitment, with an 
invitation to be a conscious, active participant in the 
mission of our Church with a gift to the Annual Pastoral 
Appeal.  If you have not yet made a pledge or gift, please 
prayerfully consider sharing a portion of the blessings you 
have received to help to advance our mission of love and 
mercy in Jesus’ name to uphold God’s kingdom here in 
our local Church.  Every gift is courageous, no gift is too 
small and each gift changes a life.  You can make a one-
time gift, or you can pledge an amount that is payable over 
10 months.  Our parish wants and needs your active 
participation and support. 

A Stewardship Moment … 

In today’s first reading 
from the Acts of the 
Apostles we hear it 
proclaimed that many 
“signs and wonders” were 
performed in public by 
Christ’s followers, a 
d e m o n s t r a t i o n  t h a t 

produced two results. First, the people of Jerusalem outside 
the Christian community were awed by what the disciples 
were performing. And in the midst of all this amazement, 
many were being converted. Good stewards know of the 
evangelizing power emanating from their daily acts of love, 
compassion, kindness and generosity. They believe that if 
they stay focused on Christ each day, every act has the 
power to transform a broken world. 
 

What “signs and wonders” will we perform today?  
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“Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you’” (Jn 20:21).   

Faith in Action: “Jesus said to them again, 
‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, 
so I send you’” (Jn 20:21).  Peace – the first gift 
of the risen Lord. Just as Jesus sent the apostles 
out into the world, so too, He sends us. As 

disciples of Jesus, we are called to be grateful and generous. 
Look for opportunities to share His peace, not only within our 
local parish boundaries, but outside of them as well. In giving, 
we receive the peace of Jesus Christ. 

Living Faith: What does “Divine 
Mercy” mean to you?  Why do you 
think Jesus asked St. Faustina to initiate 
today’s Feast of Divine Mercy?  

On a Lighter Note! The oldest computer can 
be traced back to Adam and Eve. No surprise, it 
was an Apple. But with extremely limited 
memory. Just one byte...then everything crashed! 

I. Acts 5:12-16.  A “Snapshot” of the  
 Early Christian Community. 
 
Reflection: This portion of Acts is called 
a "Summary," one of three short sections 
of Acts that serve two functions: (a) they 
separate sections of the narrative, like an 
intermezzo, and (b) they demonstrate to 
their (presumably Greek) readers that the 
apostles were "athletes of virtue."  This 
kind of summary is well attested in other 
Hellenistic writings.  The reference to 
bringing the sick to the apostles may 
resonate with Mark, 6:55   “(People) 
rushed about that whole region and began 
to bring the sick on mats to wherever they 
heard he (Jesus) was. 6:56 And wherever 
he went, into villages or cities or farms, 
they laid the sick in the marketplaces, and 
begged him that they might touch even 
the fringe of his cloak; and all who 
touched it were healed.” which was not 
included by Luke in the Gospel.  Recall, 
Christ remains at work in his church 
through the apostles...and through us. 

II. Revelation 1:9-11a, 12,13, 17-19.  A  
  Mystic Vision. 
 

Reflection:  This book is part of a literary 
genre known as "Apocalyptic," which 
describes a "Revelation" to the Seer by 
God of things no ordinary mortals would 
ever see.  The Greek word, "apocalypsis" 
means "revelation."  The Old Testament 
includes part of the Book of Daniel and 
part of Ezekiel as examples of 
"apocalyptic" literature.  The vision of the 
Seer of "one like a son of man" attributes 
to Christ the description of the "Ancient 
One" in Daniel 7, who is God.  The 
"burnished bronze" might refer to the 
Angel of Daniel 10; in all, these are images 
of the End Time, when God/Christ 
brings all things to fulfillment.  For the 
early church, such days were anticipated in 
the near future....indeed, the Resurrection 
was the "first fruits" of the End Time! 
 

III.  John 20:19-31 An Early “Ending”  
 of the Gospel. 

Reflection:  This famous passage 
describing the "Doubting Thomas" is  
critical to the entire Gospel of John, for it 

contains the absolute climax of the story.  
For we have three elements that bring 
everything to a head:  (1) We have the 
commissioning of the apostles.  This 
grounds the authority of the leaders of the 
Johannine community.  They are both sent 
and given the power to forgive sins.  
R e c a l l ,  i n  t h a t  co m m u n i t y ' s 
"Scriptures" (only the Old Testament) 
only God could forgive sins.  (2) Thomas' 
doubt produced an interchange wherein 
Thomas uttered the clearest expression of 
who Jesus really was:  "My Lord and my 
God!"  In chapter 8, (read before Easter) 
Jesus had proclaimed three separate times 
that he was "I AM."  This is what God 
calls Himself in Exodus 3:14 (re-read 
John. 8:24, 28 and 58). (3) We, "who have 
not seen and yet believe" are declared 
"Blessed."  While the blessing is directed 
by John to his own community of 
believers, we as their progeny share in that 
blessing.  This brings us to the rationale 
for the Gospel as a whole...that the signs 
contained therein might bring us to belief, 
which in turn brings Life (re-read 6:34-40).  
With these three points, the Gospel 
appears to end. Many believe that the next 
chapter is a later addition.   

Due to copyright restrictions, we are not 
able to print the Scriptures with the 

Reflections of Dr. Jack Conroy.   

Saints of God:  Wednesday, May 1, is the Feast of St. Joseph 
the Worker.  Prayer to St. Joseph for 
the Unemployed:  O Saint Joseph, we 
pray to you for those who are out of 
work, for those who want to earn their 
living or support their families.  You who 
are the patron of workers; grant that 
unemployment may vanish from our 
ranks; that all those who are ready to 
work may put their strength and abilities 

in serving their fellowmen and earn a just salary.  You are the 
patron of families; do not let those who have children to 
support and raise lack the necessary means. Have pity on our 
brothers and sisters held down in unemployment and poverty 
because of sickness or social disorders. Help our political 
leaders and captains of industry find new and just solutions. 
May each and everyone have the joy of contributing, 
according to his abilities, to the common prosperity by an 
honorable livelihood. Grant that we may all share together in 
the abundant goods God has given us and that we may help 
underprivileged countries. Amen. 

Don’t forget our service men and women! Please 
remember the young men and women who 
are separated from their loved ones this Holy 
Season as they serve our country.  If you 
would like to have your loved one 

remembered by our parish family, please contact Elizabeth at 
the parish office.  Electronic images are welcome.  Let us pray 
peace in the world and for their safe return home!  

 


