
 

 



"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,  
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian  

community of faith, living our love for God and neighbor while growing together as disciples of Christ." 

  Sixth Sunday of Easter                           Sunday, June 2, 2019  

 
All are welcome! 

 
 

WEEKEND MASSES 
 

Saturday Masses 
8:30am Mass 

(Morning Prayer and  
Benediction 8:10am) 

 

Saturday Vigil Masses 
5:30pm   

Missa em Português: 7:30pm 
 

Sunday Masses 
7:30am, 9:00am, 10:45am,  

12:30 pm, 5:30pm 
Misa en Español:  2:00pm  

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
 

Monday to Friday 
7:30am and 12:15pm 

 

First Friday Mass 7:30pm 
Third Friday Mass 7:30pm 

*Fourth Friday Mass 7:30pm  
*(en Español) 

 

Reconciliation (Confession) 
Monday to Friday 11:30am - Noon 

Saturdays 10:00am and 4:00pm  
or upon request 

 

Eucharistic Adoration  
Monday to Thursday 

8:00am to 8:30pm 
Compline & Benediction  

 

Friday 8:00am to  
Saturday 8:30am Mass 

 

Morning Prayer 
Monday - Friday 7:10am 

Saturday 8:10am 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Every Second Saturday  
of the Month at 8:30am 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday 8:00am to 4:00pm 

 

Website: 
www.stpaulchurch.com 

 

Contact us at: 
info@stpaulchurch.com 

 
 

See page 11 inside on 

how you can help! 
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We’re here to serve you! 
 
Clergy 
Fr. Bill Swengros    Pastor 
Fr. George Gyasi       Parochial Vicar 
Fr. Robert Romaine  Parochial Vicar 
Fr. Lenin Fernandez Guest Priest 
Fr. Prakash Rumao Guest Priest 
Deacon Carlos Celaya  RCIA 
Deacon Ray Dever     Mental Health Support 
Deacon Frank Henriquez  Nursing Homes  
 

Faith Formation 
Carmen Cayon Director 
Maria Mendez Baptism and 
 FORMED® Coordinator     
Sonia Eberhardt         K-5 Faith Formation  
 Coordinator, 1st Holy 
 Communion Prep 
Theresa Adams          Middle School 
 Minister (Confirmation) 

Albert Vogt      High School Youth 
 Minister 
Maria Costa                 RCIA, Marriage Prep, 
 Adult  Confirmation, 
 Quinceañeras 
Silvia Rivera               Religious Education 
 Assistant (Records) 
 

Preschool 
Abbie Johnson            Director 
Mindy Geer                Assistant Director 
 

Liturgy 
Elizabeth Hays           Liturgist, Bereavement 
 Minister 
Mary Gant                   Music Director 
 

Parish Support 
Michael Maloney        Parish Manager  
Barbara Gray               Pastoral         
  Administrative      
   Assistant (Scheduling) 
Laurie Erickson Director of Ministries     
Sam Mathai                Maintenance 
Charles Yezak             Director of 
 Communications  
Tina Bubb                  Finance Office  
 

 
www.stpaulchurch.com 
 

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 
 

info@stpaulchurch.com 

 
 

Our Vision Statement:  
“Growing Together as Disciples 

of Christ.”  

Priests of St. Paul Catholic Church 
(l to r) Father George Gyasi, Father Bill Swengros (Pastor),  

and Father Bob Romaine 

 

http://www.StPaulChurch.com


 

 

My Friends, 

Today we celebrate Ascension “Thursday”.  Why did many of the dioceses in the world transfer this feast to Sunday?   

Because for many people, it is not possible to come to Mass on a Thursday and they wanted everyone to experience this 

important mystery of faith.  Forty days after the resurrection on Easter Sunday, Christ ascended to heaven to open the 

gates of paradise for us all and to send His Spirit to remain with us forever on Pentecost Sunday!  The nine days of prayer 

between Ascension Thursday and Pentecost Sunday is the first novena and one we should all do every year.  Pray for a new 

Pentecost for ourselves, our families, our parish, our Church, and our world!  May we all be renewed in the gift of the Holy 

Spirit!  Let us pray: 

Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of your love. Send forth your Spirit and they shall 

be created. And You shall renew the face of the earth.  

O, God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit, did instruct the hearts of the faithful, grant that by the same Holy Spirit we may 

be truly wise and ever enjoy His consolations, Through Christ Our Lord, Amen. 

This past week, I received the results of the annual Assessment of Children/Youth Religious Education (ACRE).  This 

assessment is an important tool to assist us in providing the highest quality of faith formation for our children and youth.  

It is given to our 5th, 8th, and 11th graders.  Our 8th grade was our big success.  While they underperformed in every area last 

year, this year they surpassed the national parish averages in all 10 domains!  The dramatic improvement is a testament to 

the concerted efforts of our Faith Formation staff and catechists.  The second part of the instrument pertains to how they 

live their faith.  Unfortunately a large number still do not read the Bible, feel comfortable talking about faith with their 

friends or even talking about the morality of actions.  Unfortunately, faith is a taboo subject for many of them.  

Our 5th graders scored better than the national parish average in 7 of 10 domains.  This is a decline from last year’s 

assessment and we will need to redouble our efforts.  Our goal is to score better than students who attend Catholic schools!  

Why should our public school students be at a disadvantage?  They struggle with the same issues as the 8th graders.  I was 

surprised how few report that their family prays together at home.  For both grades, most of those polled have never even 

thought about serving God as priest or religious.  This year, none of our 11th graders were assessed. 

What does all this mean?  Our children are our priority.  They are gifts from God, entrusted to us for a time so that we can 

help them develop to their full potential...spiritually, intellectually, morally, and physically.  Clearly we have more work to 

do and together, we can do it!  Please prayerfully consider volunteering to help with our Faith Formation and Youth 

Ministry programs next year. 

On another note, I would like to thank everyone who has participated in this year’s Annual Pastoral Appeal.  As you 

know, our goal is $452,000.  To date, we have over $400,000 in pledges!  Praise God!  This money is used to provide vital 

services to so many.  Our diocese uses this money to provide housing for the poor and elderly, counseling, immigration 

and refugee services, seminarian education and formation, and help to women with unexpected or difficult pregnancies.  

As a parish, it helps us to provide the best education to those enrolled in our preschool, Faith Formation programs and 

Youth Ministry.  If you haven’t yet made your pledge, please do so!  I would love to see every family in our parish pledge.  

Thank you! 

Finally, the clergy and staff of St. Paul often meet with people who are in need of counseling or mental health care.  If you 

are a mental health professional, please let me know.  I’d like to arrange a meeting with the clergy and staff and create a list 

of parish professionals which we can use when making referrals.  Thank you so very much! 

Courageously living our faith! 

 

 

Fr. Bill Swengros 

Pastor 

 

P. S.  Don’t forget to wear your Pentecost Red next weekend! 
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“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end” (Rev 22:13).  
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FOR PENTECOST SUNDAY 

JUNE 9
th

 

 

 

 

 

 

JUNE 12 - 14 
7:30 P.M. 

SANTO NIÑO SHIRNE 
Rain location:  Prayer Room 

Join us for three days of prayer 
remembering our June Saints! 

SATURDAY, JUNE 15 
MASS AT 5:00PM 

6th ANNUAL FESTA JUNINA 
6:30PM - 10:30PM 

ST. PAUL PARISH CENTER 

Join us for this traditional 
Brazilian celebration 

featuring  food, music, 
games & dancing! 

         License # C HC 110273  

         Excellence in Catholic preschool education  for  over 35 years 

Mrs. Julia Sisco has been a part of St. Paul Preschool for 
more than 20 years.  Her mom was the very first director.  
When her son attended preschool here, she became a 
volunteer and the rest is history.  She came to us with a 
Bachelors in Advertising and Marketing, but went back to 
school to obtain her National CDA and continues to live 
her philosophy of “never stop learning”.  She will spend 
her retirement years assisting the school when needed as 
well as spending more time with her family.  I am certain 
she will continue her thirst for knowledge through reading 
and other various outlets.  We are sad to see Mrs. Sisco 
move on from her role as a preschool teacher; however, 
we are so happy with the years that she worked here at St. 
Paul’s. We wish her blessings and all the best!  
 

                         — Abbie Johnson, Director 

Contact us! 
Preschool Office: (813) 264-3314 

Email:  preschool@stpaulchurch.com  



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Last year, the Santa Maria Mission offered a summer tutoring program for students in grades K - 5 in the subjects of 
reading and math.  The program was very successful and is being offered again this summer at the Santa Maria Mission.  
However, we need high school students and adult volunteers to make this another successful year! 
 

The program is scheduled for Tuesday mornings from 9:15am - 11:30am during the months of June and July.  The 
purpose of the program is to provide a review of reading and mathematics.  Our goal is to prepare students in grades 3 
and 5 for the FCAT.  Lesson plans and materials will be provided.  All we need is your time, talent, patience and your heart 
to work with these children. 
 

It is not necessary to volunteer for every Tuesday...any Tuesday you are available is greatly appreciated!  Please fill out the 
form below and make a commitment to the Tuesdays you are available so that we know the accurate number of 
volunteers to student ratio.  You will be contacted if too many volunteers are signed up for the same date. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Doris Yimoyines at dcy702@yahoo.com or call (813) 732-4703. Please return the 
sign-up form below by June 7, 2019 to:  Doris Yimoyines, c/o St. Mary Catholic Church, Summer Tutoring Program, 15520 
North Boulevard, Tampa, Florida  33613. 
 
 

Name:  _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Street Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City:  ____________________________________________    State: _____________________  Zip Code:  _____________ 
 
Telephone:  _______________________________________   Email: ___________________________________________ 
 
Please check if you are a:  □ High School Student         □ Adult 
 
Please check the Tuesday dates you can commit to:  □  June 4    □  June 11   □  June 18    □ June 25 
 
                                 □  July 2    □  July 9    □  July 16     □  July 23    □  July 30 

Santa Maria Mission Summer Tutoring Program 
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“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end” (Rev 22:13).  

Father’s Day  
Spiritual Bouquet 

Please be sure to pick up a Father’s Day 
Novena card available now in the Narthex.  

Please return it to the box provided so we can 
remember your father at each Mass during the 

month of June. 
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  St. Paul Faith Formation     
We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace 

 

God reaches out to us in all kinds of ways. The desire in your 
heart to baptize your child is one of them. The promises you 
make for your child on this day will begin to form your child 
into a faithful follower of Christ. However, the day of 
baptism is only the beginning of this journey. Baptism is a 
life changing event! 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism at St. Paul Catholic Church takes 
place on the first three Saturdays of every month in English 
and the fourth Saturday of every month in Spanish.   If your 
child needs to be baptized please contact our Baptism 
Coordinator, Maria Mendez, at (813) 961-3023 or via email 
at: mmendez@stpaulchurch.com. Parents and Godparents 
will be asked to attend a baptismal preparation class. 

Baptism Ministry:  Help Needed 
 

The Baptism Ministry is in need of 
coordinators to assist the families, 
priests and deacons at Infant Baptisms 
at both our English and Spanish 
services!  Help is needed on Saturday 
mornings from 9:00am - 11:00am, once 
or twice a month.  Training is available 
and coordinators work together in 
teams. Bilingual in English and Spanish 

is a plus. We are also in critical need of teachers for 
our English baptismal preparation classes to ready 
our parents and Godparents for this important first step 
in their child’s faith journey!  Join us in serving at this 
beautiful Sacrament! For more information and/or to 
join the Baptism Ministry, please contact Maria 
Mendez at (813) 961-3023 or via email at: 
mmendez@stpaulchurch.com.   

Baptism 

Faith Formation Highlights 
• Please make sure your child has reserved his/her 

spot for next year by registering early for Faith 
Formation classes 

• Fall classes begin August 18 - 21, 2019 

2019 Vacation Bible School 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 17 - 21, 2019 

9:00am - 12:00pm 

$35.00 per child 

 

Register now at: 

www.stpaulchurch.com 
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“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end” (Rev 22:13).  

BIBLE STUDY IN SPANISH 
 

“A Journey Through the Bible” 
 

Session 17: the Maccabean Revolt, where we will 
conclude the study of the Old Testament and there will 
be a two month vacation period until August 13, 2019 
when the study of the New Testament will begin. In 
Session 17 we shall see the revolt of the Maccabean 
family against a terrible Greek oppression. In only three 
years they obtained an independent Jewish Kingdom for 
around 100 years, until being conquered by the Roman 
Empire in 63 BC. 
 

Join the Bible Study in Spanish...it is never too late! 
 

Tuesday, June 4th 
7:30pm to 9:00pm 

 

Contact Pilar or Gaetano Garibaldi 
Phone:  (813) 968-7376 ▪ (813) 943-5887 

E-mail:  pilar@garibaldi.net 

St. Paul Youth Group to 
Celebrate Pentecost!  

 

The St. Paul Youth Group will be hosting a fun 
evening that includes food, friendship and fun!   

Join us in the Family Center from 6:30pm to 
8:30pm on Sunday, June 9th. All of you eighth 
graders...remember you are now officially ninth 
graders and can be a part of our St. Paul Youth 
Group Family! Come and try us out this summer! 



 

 

Mass Intentions for the Week of June 2nd
 

Saturday, June 1, 2019 

Memorial of Saint Justin, Martyr 
8:30am   Pete Fellner +  

5:30pm   Edward Geary, Jr. + 

7:30pm   John Martin + 
Sunday, June 2, 2019 

The Ascension of the Lord 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 
7:30am   Jack Walsh + 

9:00am    St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 

10:45am    Kathleen Basham + 

12:30pm    Dick Parker + 

2:00pm   Alberto Rico + 

5:30 pm     Honorio Serrano + 

Monday, June 3, 2019 

Memorial of Saint Charles Lwanga and Companions, Martyrs 
7:30am     Bill Haladay +  

12:15pm  Dr. Romeo de Gracia + 

4:00pm   JMJ Homeschool and JMJ Graduates (int.) 

Tuesday, June 4, 2019 

7:30am   Rita Helena Mahlmeister +      

12:15pm  Edward Clement + 

Wednesday, June 5, 2019 

Memorial of Saint Boniface, Bishop and Martyr 
7:30am   Julia Sciarrotta (int.) 

12:15pm  Consecrated Life and Priestly Vocations (int.)    

Thursday, June 6, 2019 

Saint Norbert, Bishop 

7:30am    Elizabeth Evers (int.)  

12:15pm  Joseph and Carol Ondrula (int.) 

Friday, June 7, 2019 

7:30am   Bernard Gant + 

12:15pm  Henrietta Sarna + 

7:30pm   Filipino Community Intentions (int.) 

Saturday, June 8, 2019 

8:30am   Fernando Baryol (int.) 

5:30pm   Maria Rivero Revello (int.) 

7:30pm   Partners in Prayer (int.) 
Sunday, June 9, 2019 

Pentecost Sunday 

7:30am   Jaroslaw P. Miernik + 

9:00am    Alquizola Family (int.) 

10:45am    St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 

12:30pm    Michael and Mike Hingson + 

2:00pm   Yolanda Suarez + 

5:30 pm     Marie Olivier (int.) 

Liturgy Corner Page 8 

Pope Francis:  “The prayerful reading of 
God’s word, which is ‘sweeter than 
honey’ (Ps 119:103) yet a ‘two-edged 
sword’ (Heb 4:12), enables us to pause 
and listen to the voice of the Master. It 

becomes a lamp for our steps and a light for our path (cf. Ps 
119:105). As the bishops of India have reminded us, ‘devotion 
to the word of God is not simply one of many devotions, 
beautiful but somewhat optional. It goes to the very heart and 
identity of Christian life. The word has the power to transform 
lives’” (Pope Francis, Gaudete et Exsultate, 156).  

Faith and Reason:  Marchese Guglielmo Marconi (1874-
1937) was an Italian inventor and 
electrical engineer, known for his 
pioneering work on long-distance radio 
transmission, development of Marconi's 
law, and a radio telegraph system. He is 

credited as the inventor of radio, and he shared the 1909 
Nobel Prize in Physics with Karl Ferdinand Braun “in 
recognition of their contributions to the development of 
wireless telegraphy.”  At the age of 53, he converted to 
Catholicism and was instrumental in setting up the famous 
Vatican Radio for Pope Pius XI. Marconi is one of 
countless creative geniuses who celebrated the gift of faith 
and reason.  

Food for Thought:  “The Church is like a great ship being 
pounded by the waves of life's different stresses. Our duty is 
not to abandon ship, but to keep her on her course.”  

                              – St. Boniface 

Readings for the Week of June 2nd
 

 

Sunday The Ascension of the Lord 
 Acts 1:1-11; Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9; Eph 1:17-23 or 
 Heb 9:24-28; 10:19-23; Lk 24:46-53 or 
 Seventh Sunday of Easter 
 Acts 7:55-60; Ps 97:1-2, 6-7, 9; Rev 22:12-14, 16- 
 17, 20; Jn 17:20-26 
Monday  Acts 19:1-8; Ps 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd, 6-7ab; Jn 16:29-33 
Tuesday Acts 20:17-27; Ps 68:10-11, 20-21; Jn 17:1-11a 
Wednesday Acts 20:28-38; Ps 68:29-30, 33-35a, 35bc-36ab; 
 Jn 17:11b-19  
Thursday Acts 22:30; 23:6-11; Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8, 9-10, 
 11; Jn 17:20-26  
Friday Acts 25:13b-21; Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20ab;  
 Jn 21:15-19 
Saturday Day: Acts 28:16-20, 30-31; Ps 11:4, 5 and 7; 
 Jn 21:20-25 
 Vigil: Gn 11:1-9; Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b or Ez 37:1-14 
 or Jl 3:1-5; Ps 104:1-2, 24, 35, 27-28, 29, 30; Rom 
 8:22-27; Jn 7:37-39 
 Extended Vigil: Gn 11:1-9; Ps 33:10-11, 12-13, 
 14-15; Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b; Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 
 56 or Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11; Ez 37:1-14; Ps 107:2-3, 
 4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Jl 3:1-5; Ps 104:1-2, 24 and 35, 
 27-28, 29-30; Rom 8:22-27; Jn 7:37-39  
Sunday Pentecost Sunday 
 Acts 2:1-11; Ps 104:1, 24, 29-30, 31, 34; 
 1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13 or Rom 8:8-17; Jn 20:19-23 
 or Jn 14:15-16, 23b-26 
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Deo Gratias! As we close another year of Faith Formation, 
we thank God for our children and youth, their parents, and 
our wonderful catechists.  It has been an amazing year of 
grace!   We also thank God for our fellow parishioners who 
are leaving this week for the parish Mission to Panama!  May 
God bless them, their faimilies, and their benefactors!  We 
also thank those who shared bulletins from their travels with 
us.  This week we received them from Arizona, Connecticut, 
Illinois, North Carolina, and Florida!  

Looking Ahead! June 3: JMJ Promotion Mass at 4:00pm, 
dinner in Family Center after Mass from 
5:30pm - 9:00pm; June 5 - 12:  Panama 
Mission IV; June 7: First Friday Santo Niño 
Novena and Mass, 7:00pm Rosary, 7:30pm 
Mass; June 9: Pentecost; June 10: Mary 
Mother of the Church; June 13: Feast of St. 

Anthony; June 13: Catechist Appreciate Dinner at the 
Bethany Center from 7:00pm - 9:00pm; June 15: Sixth 
Annual Festa Junina, 5:00pm Mass in the Parish Center with 
Festa Junina Celebration after Mass from 6:30pm - 10:30pm; 
June 15:  No 7:30pm Mass; June 16:  Holy Trinity; June 16:  
Father’s Day; June 17 - 21: Vacation Bible School; June 19 - 
27: Sacred Heat Novena; June 20 - 22: 40 Hours of 
Adoration - Thursday, June 20, from 7:00pm - Midnight 
with Compline; Friday, June 21 beginning at 7:00am Lauds 
and Mass and continuing through Saturday, June 22 until 
5:30pm Mass; June 21: Third Friday - Our Lady of Good 
Health Novena - 7:00pm Rosary, 7:30pm Mass; June 21-29:  
Novena in Honor of Jesus de Maravillas at 7:30pm in Prayer 
Room; June 22:  Closing Mass from VBS at 5:30pm; June 23:  
Corpus Christi (last coffee and donuts until fall); June 28:  
Sacred Hearth of Jesus/Fourth Friday Spanish Mass, 7:00pm 
Rosary, 7:30pm Mass, reception in Parish Center after Mass. 

“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end” (Rev 22:13).  

Words of Wisdom:  “A talkative, over-curious, and restless 
person is like an oven which is open and exposed on all sides, 
and which keeps no heat; you will never enjoy the sweetness 
of a quiet prayer unless you shut your mind to all worldly 
desires and temporal affairs.”   

                                – St. Norbert  

We pray for the repose of the souls of those 

recently departed: Linda Taylor, Alfred 

Durivage, Jubrial Shehadeh, John Mays, William 

Gregory, Ellen Haglich, Roland Strague, Esteban 

Pelaez, Edward Harvey Fisher; Blanche Rose 

Almerico, Irma Mae Scarinci and Bernard Gant. 
 

Please remember in your prayers those with particular 
health needs: Julie Cate, Beatrice Schultz, Dave Beiro, Karen 
Lepa-Rottler, Dan Teal, Paul Martin, Margaret Uremovich, 
Rosemary Fenton, Freida Cardona and Mary García.  

Ask It Basket:  “I always see women, at various Catholic 
churches, wear veils (mantillas).  
Although I have never worn one...my 
mother grew up wearing one to Mass...as 
it was obligatory! I know that women 
wore them prior to Vatican II...but what 

is the purpose of veils?  Was the practice of wearing one 
just handed down from generations because of cultural 
practice? Or do they hold a special meaning? Do you 
believe that women should wear them?  Does it make 
someone more 'holy'?”  Good questions! St. Paul states that 
women should cover their heads when praying or prophesying 
(1 Cor 11:5).  Culturally, covered heads were a sign of modesty 
and still is in many cultures.  The 1983 Code no longer 
prescribes the use of veils as there are better ways of 
displaying modesty.  And as you pointed out, many were using 
veils as a symbol of their spiritual pride - that it somehow 
reflected one’s spiritual holiness and the quality of the lace 
demonstrated their material wealth.  I personally don’t have an 
opinion on whether a woman should wear lace.  I’m far more 
concerned about her interior disposition and whether she is 
living her life in fidelity to the will of God.  (If you have a 
question for the Ask It Basket, please contact 
frbill@stpaulchurch.com).  

Saints of God:  Monday is the feast of Charles Lwanga and 
Companions.  King Mwanga of Uganda was 
very immoral and cruel.  Although few in 
number, the Catholics knew they could not 
remain silent.  Mwanga separated the 
Christians from the rest by saying, “Those 
who do not pray stand by me, those who do 
pray stand over there.”  He then ordered the 
execution of the Christians.  One said, “A 

Christian who gives his life for God is not afraid to die.”  
Another added: “Goodbye, then. I am going to Heaven, and I 
will pray to God for you.”  Another stated, “You can burn our 
bodies, but you cannot harm our souls.” Years later, when 
missionaries returned to Uganda, they found 500 Christians 
and 1000 catechumens waiting for them.  Twenty-two of the 
Catholic martyrs of the Uganda persecution were canonized.  
Let us pray:  

Martyrs of Uganda, pray for the faith where it is danger and for 
Christians who must suffer because of their faith. Give them the same 
courage, zeal, and joy you showed. And help those of us who live in 
places where Christianity is accepted to remain aware of the 
persecution in other parts of the world. Amen. 

Christ Heal Us! This Saturday during the 8:30am Mass, we will 
offer the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick.  
This beautiful Sacrament is for all those who 
are advanced in age as well as those who 
suffer from a serious (grave) illness.  It is 
recommended for all those who are scheduled 
to be admitted to a hospital for surgery later 
this month to be anointed.  This Sacrament 
can be received as often as needed.  Come 

and experience the healing touch of the Divine Physician!  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

AMERICAN HERITAGE 
GIRLS TROOP 147  

 

For information on how to 
join the American Heritage 

Girls, please send an email to:  
ahg@stpaulchurch.com 
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Bereavement Ministry of St. Paul 
 

Our ministry offers God’s healing love through emotional, 
physical, mental and spiritual comfort. Our next, meeting will 
be held on Tuesday, June 11, 2019 from 7:30pm - 9:00pm in 
the Parish Center, Room H. For more information 
regarding the Bereavement Ministry, please contact Kathy at 
(813) 361-5134.   

St. Francis  
of Assisi Ministry 

 

The St. Francis of Assisi 
Ministry is accepting prayer 
requests from those who are 
coping with the loss of a pet 
or struggling with their pet’s 
illness. Please submit your 
prayer request to: st-francis-
ministry@stpaulchurch.com 

Home Makers  
of Hope Ministry 

 

Our ministry will have someone at the Parish Center to 
accept donations every Friday this summer from 10:00am 
to 12:00pm. 
 

We continue to accept new or slightly used items.  We are 
in need of towels, bedsheets and comforters (please label 
size  twin, full or queen), shower curtains and bath mats.  
 

Questions?  
Email:  home-makers-of-hope@stpaulchurch.com 

 

 CUB SCOUT 
 PACK 143 

 

Open to all boys and girls! 
 

For more information on how to join Cub Scout Pack 143, 
please contact: 

 

George Melendez 
(813) 928-2765 or cubscouts@stpaulchurch.com 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Pantry Hours 

Monday & Thursday 9:00 am - 12:00 pm    
Assistance Line: (813) 264-3325  

 
Summer vacation is here and children will not be receiving a 
meal at school again until the fall.  Money is tight for many 
families in our area...to fill the gap, they will be coming to our 
pantry to supply food for their children.  Extra donations 
during the summer months will be a true blessing! 
     

If you would like to help, food donations to the St. Vincent 
de Paul Food Pantry can be left in the marked baskets in 
the church Narthex.  Monetary donations can be dropped 
in the Poor Box, also located in the Narthex. Please make 
sure to specify SVDP in the memo line for check donations 
or you may use an offertory envelope for cash donations 
and label it SVDP.  Please note that our pantry will be 
closed on Memorial Day, Monday, May 27 th. 
       

Thank you for your generosity! ~ SVDP Society 
 

Pantry Wish List This Week: 
Chile, Saltine Crackers and Rice 

 

    *Please note we are unable to use expired items* 

 
 

 

The Baby Bottle Boomerang  
was a huge success! 

 

Many thanks and blessings to all the parishioners who 
participated in the Respect Life Ministry's Baby Bottle 
Boomerang event this past month.  Over $8,340 was raised, 
and we are still counting!  

This event raises funds for Foundations of Life to support 
those families experiencing unplanned or difficult pregnancies 
and much more.  Learn about all their services at: https://
foundationsoflife.org/ 

If you still have your bottle at home, you can bring it to the 
church office or hand it to an usher at Mass.  

Want to join the Respect Life Ministry?  Contact Carol at 
respectlife@stpaulchurch.com 

https://foundationsoflife.org/
https://foundationsoflife.org/
mailto:respectlife@stpaulchurch.com
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Legal Consultation and Referral Service  
Every Monday by appointment only 

  Please call (813) 961-3023 

Divorced and Separated Support Group 
This ministry provides caring support for both women and 
men experiencing separation or divorce.  The group meets 
every Friday night at 7:30pm in the St. Paul Parish Center.  
You may come as often as you would like...every week, once a 
month or whenever it is convenient for you.  No charges/no 
fees.  All are welcome!  For more information and to answer 
any questions, please call Don Hemke at (813) 205-1735. 

Counseling Services 
Offered by Dr. Pat Berne 

Please call (813) 961-3023 to make an appointment 

AA Meetings:  Do you feel your life is out of control?  Is 
Alcohol ruining your life?  Help is here!  Our parish is blessed 
to host weekly Alcoholics Anonymous meetings every 
Wednesday at 8:15pm in the St Michael Building.  For more 
information, call (813) 933-9123.  May God bless you! 

“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end” (Rev 22:13).  

Knights of Columbus - Council 11211 
 

To learn more about becoming a Knight, 
please email: kofc@stpaulchurch.com 

Not Well? If you, a member of your family or a friend are 
ill and unable to attend weekly Mass, please 
inform us by calling Barbara at the parish 
office.  No Catholic should be deprived of 
the opportunity for frequent reception of 
Communion.  Also, if you have an 
upcoming surgery, receive the Sacrament of 

Anointing of the Sick before admission. Due to HIPPA 
laws, it is imperative that you let the hospital know that 
you would like a visit from a Catholic priest.  Also, be 
sure to call the parish office to inform us as well.  Thank 
you and know you are in our prayers! 
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OFFERTORY FOR SUNDAY, MAY 26th 
 

Offertory:  $  21,718 
Online Giving:  $  15,250 

Attendance:  3,518 
Envelopes:  661 

 

Thank you very much for your generosity! 

Sign up for Online Giving!   
It’s simple and convenient.   

 

Go to stpaulchurch.com, and click on the Online Giving 
link for more info on how to sign up.   

Family Ministry 
Respond to Diverse Needs of Families 

• Create a Family Counselor Resource Ministry that 

will serve our community by January 2020.  While we 

have a psychologist who practices on staff that 

addresses some of these needs, so much more is 

needed to assist the large number of parishioners in 

need of counseling services.    

• Implement a new family friendly Ministry of Mercy 

for young families to gather and serve our 

community through local charities by October 2019. 

Youth Ministry  
Enhance or Establish Youth Ministry 

• Increase the number of parishioners aged 15-30 in 

active ministry by 100% by July 1, 2020. 

• Participate in the North Central Deanery Catholic 

Youth Sports Initiative by July 2020.  This includes 

building a new sports field. 

 

Parish Action Plan 
Bishop Gregory Parkes has asked all parishes to develop strategies to enhance three areas that are important for 

growth and evangelization: Family Ministry, Youth Ministry and Missionary Discipleship.  He has also asked parishes 

to collaborate with their neighboring parishes to create a “Catholic Impact Initiative” that meets a community need.  

In a spirit of accountability and open communication, we are pleased to share part one of our plans with you in this 

week’s bulletin.   

Thank you to all parish staff  and volunteers who have contributed to this amazing effort! 

Coffee & Donuts Host Today:  
Estudio Biblico en Español 

Spanish Bible Study 

This very popular Bible Study en Español meet every 
Tuesday evening.  Their 115+ members are always ready to 
volunteer their time and talent to St. Paul’s as well.  Come 
and meet these dedicated individuals and thank them for their 
commitment to our Parish Family here at St. Paul’s.   
 

For more information, contact Gaetano Garibaldi at:  
biblestudy-esp@stpaulchurch.com 

Leaving a Legacy 
Leaving a legacy by including St. 
Paul Catholic Church in your will is 
most appreciated.  There can be 

many advantages to leaving a gift in this way.  Naming our 
parish as an entity in your will, trust, or as a beneficiary on a 
life insurance policy is a way for any parishioner to bless 
future generations through a legacy gift and support the 
ministry of the church.  For additional information please call 
Michael Maloney at 813-961-3023 or e-mail 
mmaloney@stpaulchurch.com. 



 

 

Diocesan Animal Policy: In order to ensure 

the safety of all of our parishioners as well as 

their pets, it is prohibited to have animals on 

Diocesan property other than service animals.  

Thank you for your understanding! 

 

I.  Acts 1:1-11.  Looking at the Sky 

Reflection: Here we have two important 
events in one reading: First, Luke affirms 
the reality that Jesus not only rose from 
the dead and appeared to his disciples, 
but that he was with them for forty days. 
This provides enough time for continued 
teaching. This is summarized in a “Mini-
Farewell Speech” in which final 
instructions are given to the disciples, to 
wait for the promised Spirit, in virtue of 
which they will be his witnesses (Greek: 
martures) to the end of the earth. This sets 
up the structure of the Book of Acts, 
which traces the spread of the Good 
News from Jerusalem to Rome (and 
maybe to Spain). Second, we have an 
account of the Ascension, in which Jesus 
was lifted up until he was obscured by a 
cloud. Then appeared two men in white 
garments telling them that Jesus would 
return in the same way they saw him 
ascend to heaven. This helps root the 
phrase in the Creed where we say, “He 
will come again in glory.” This, in turn, is 
rooted in St. Paul’s first letter to the 
Thessalonians 4:16-17 where not only 

the dead, but also they who are still alive 
will be lifted up to meet Jesus in the 
clouds and will be with him forever. We 
also proclaim this in two of the post-
consecration prayers, “We proclaim your 
death, O Lord and profess your 
resurrection until you come again.” 

 

II.  Ephesians 1:17-23  A Prayer for 
 Enlightenment 

Reflection: There are two parts to this 
reading: The first part is vv 17-19, a 
prayer of petition, asking God the Father 
to provide the spirit of wisdom, which 
will produce an enlightenment of heart. 
In the ancient world, the center of one’s 
being was the heart, and it was the 
source of activity. The author is not 
referring to the “Holy Spirit,” but an 
attitude of being open to “Lady 
Wisdom” (Proverbs 8) and revelation a 
gift that is like “interpretation” that St. 
Paul refers to in 1 Cor 12:10. Secondly, 
the balance of the reading is a paean to 
God the Father, who raised Jesus from 
the dead and placing him at his right 
hand (Ps. 110) above every heavenly 
power (Philippians 2:10). God is also 
praised for giving the glorified Jesus 
dominion (Daniel 7:14) and headship of 
the church, which is Christ’s body. The 

rich allusion to other Scripture and Paul’s 
writings makes this an important reading 
when we celebrate the Ascension. 

 

III Luke 24:46-53  Another 
Description of the Ascension 

Reflection: We have a slightly different 
account of Jesus’ Ascension in this 
reading by the same author as the Book 
of Acts, read above. Again, we have a 
“Mini-Farewell Speech” where Jesus’ last 
teaching is given. When we read, “thus it 
is written,” the reference is to the 
Hebrew Scriptures, and Luke is affirming 
that the events of “the Christ’s” 
suffering, death and resurrection were 
included in those writings. “The Christ” 
is not Jesus’ “Second Name” (like mine 
is “Conroy,”) but is a “Title,” the 
affirmation that Jesus is the “Anointed” 
one, the “Messiah.” Additionally, as in 
Acts, there is the call for preaching in 
Jesus’ name to the ends of the earth. 
Finally, he was somehow parted from the 
disciples (no clouds here, no men in 
white). But he was taken to heaven. The 
disciples returned to Jerusalem and 
frequented the Temple, as they were all 
Jews. This sets the stage for the next 
book written by Luke, “The Acts of the 
Apostles.”  
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Faith in Action: “I am the Alpha and the 
Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and 
the end” (Rev 22:13). This is a reminder of how 
we should live our lives 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week – putting God first in all that we do. Not 

only when I am at Mass and parish activities, but when I am 
in the world, at work or at school. Living gratefully and 
generously is a lifestyle; it should influence how I make all my 
daily decisions.  

“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end” (Rev 22:13).  

On a Lighter Note! Little Boy’s Prayer:  

“Dear God, please take care of my daddy and my 
mommy and my sister and my brother and my 
doggy and my cat and me. Oh, please take care of 
yourself, God. If anything happens to you, we're 

gonna be in a big mess.”  

Due to copyright restrictions, we are not 
able to print the Scriptures with the 

Reflections of Dr. Jack Conroy.   

 

Going on vacation?  Ever travel to a new town and wonder 
where the nearest church is and when is Mass?  
Mass Times Trust provides information on 
locations of nearby churches and times of 
Masses, adoration, confession, and devotions.  
The languages of the services and wheelchair 
accessibility are also included.  This service is 

free of charge and is available 24 hours a day; click on 
www.masstimes.org.  (Be sure to bring us back a bulletin!  We 
love to check out what other parishes are doing!). 

Vacation Prayer:  Loving Father, during this time of rest and 
relaxation, please repair in me whatever is weary or broken, and 
revive my drooping spirit.  Let this vacation be a graced time of 
recollection and rejuvenation, of deeper self-awareness and eager self-
giving.  May it be an occasion of refreshment and reinvigoration – a 
time to reclaim my friendship with Jesus Christ, who is our Lord now 
and for ever.  Amen. 

Stay Connected This Summer!   
Join our parish’s Facebook page at:   

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 


