
Oh Come, Let us Adore Him!  
Every Wednesday and Friday  

 Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity                              Sunday, June 7, 2020 

"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,  
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian  

community of faith, living our love for God and neighbor while growing together as disciples of Christ." 

 

 
WEEKEND MASSES 

 

Saturday Vigil Masses 
5:30pm   

Missa em Português: 7:30pm 
 

Sunday Masses 
7:30am, 9:00am, 10:45am,  

12:30pm, 5:30pm 
Misa en Español:  2:00pm  

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
 

Monday through Friday 
7:30am and 12:15pm 

 

Saturday 
8:30am 

 

First Friday Mass 7:30pm 
Third Friday Mass 7:30pm 

*Fourth Friday Mass 7:30pm  
*(en Español) 

 

Reconciliation (Confession) 
Monday - Friday  
11:00am - Noon 

 

Saturdays 
10:00am and 4:00pm  

or upon request 
 

Eucharistic Exposition 
Monday -  Friday 
8:00am – 4:00pm 

 

Morning Prayer 
Monday - Friday 7:00am 

Saturday 8:00am 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Every Second Saturday  
of the Month at 8:30am 

or upon request 
 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday  

9:00am to 4:00pm 
 

Website: 
www.stpaulchurch.com 

 

Contact us at: 
info@stpaulchurch.com 
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12708 North Dale Mabry Highway, Tampa, Florida  33618-2802     
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We’re here to serve you! 
 

Clergy 
Fr. Bill Swengros    Pastor 
Fr. Robert Romaine  Parochial Vicar, Adult 
 Confirmation 
Fr. Ambrose  
Kadambukatt, OCD Parochial Vicar  
Fr. Peter Okojie Guest Priest 
Deacon Carlos Celaya  RCIA 
Deacon Ray Dever     Mental Health Support 
Deacon Frank Henriquez  Ministry to Homebound  
  and  Nursing Homes  
Deacon Rich Spiro     
 

Faith Formation 
Carmen Cayon Director and  
 FORMED Coordinator 
Sonia Eberhardt         K-5 Faith Formation  
 Coordinator, First 
 Holy Communion Prep. 
Theresa Adams          Middle School Youth
 Minister 
Laura Wendt    High School Youth 
 Minister, Confirmation 
 Coordinator 
Maria Costa                 RCIA, Marriage Prep., 
 Quinceañeras, Baptism 
Silvia Rivera               Faith Fromation
 Assistant (Records) 
 

Preschool 
Mindy Geer                Director 
 

Liturgy 
Laurie Erickson Liturgist, Director of 
 Ministries  
Mary Gant                   Music Director 
 

Parish Support 
Brian Smith       Parish Manager  
Barbara Gray               Pastoral Administrative 
  Assistant (Scheduling)     
Sam Mathai Maintenance 
Charles Yezak, Jr.        Director of 
 Communications  
Vanessa Vasquez Communications (App, 
 Website) 
Louis Gobin Accountant 
 

 

www.stpaulchurch.com 
 

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 
 

info@stpaulchurch.com 

 
Our Vision Statement:  

“Growing Together as Disciples 
of Christ.” 

 
Front cover photo credits:   

Charles Yezak, Jr. 

 

Father Peter is from Abuja, 
Nigeria. He was ordained on 

January 6, 2018, in the 
Roman Catholic Archdiocese 

of Abuja. Prior to his 
ordination, Father Peter 

studied in Rome. After his 
ordination, Father Peter 

served as a parish priest in 
Africa for eight months. He 

then enrolled in Loyola 
University Chicago, earning a 

Master’s Degree in 
Communications and 

Storytelling in May 2020.  We 
are very blessed to have 

Father Peter Okojie join our 
St. Paul Family!   

http://www.StPaulChurch.com


 
Growing Together in Christ! 

 
My dear friends, 
 

Today, we celebrate the central mystery of our faith – the mystery of God himself – the Most Holy Trinity.  It is in 
this faith that we are baptized, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit (Mt 28:19).  It is this 
faith which we profess each and every Sunday as we proclaim our Creed – our belief in one God in three persons.  It 
is the faith in which we seal ourselves every time we make the sign of the cross.  It is this faith which distinguishes us 
as Christians from our Jewish, Moslem, Mormon, Buddhist, Hindu, Jehovah Witness, and Mormon friends.  We 
believe in one God, a unity of Persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit! 
 

I thank you for your continued patience and understanding as we continue to respond to the challenges of the Covid-
19 pandemic.  If it seems that we are constantly changing our policies and procedures it is because we are!  Please be 
sure to visit www.StPaulChurch.com or our StPaul Tampa Parish Facebook page for the latest updates.  I also 
thank you for your continued support.  Last month, our expenses were greater than our income.  Hopefully, we will 
get back in the black this month! 
 

All our high school youth are invited to come tonight (Sunday) after the 5:30pm Mass for our Summer Kick Off.  
Our new youth minister, Laura Wendt, and our Core Team have multiple zany activities planned.  It will be lots of fun 
for all!  Bring your friends! 
 

On Thursday, we will begin the traditional 40 Hours in preparation for next weekend’s feast of Corpus Christi.  40 
Hours begins with the Holy Mass at 7pm.  During this Mass, many of our children will receive their First Holy 
Communion.  Afterwards, we will have a candlelight Eucharistic Procession.  Solemn Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament will continue until midnight.   
 

On Friday, we will resume Eucharistic Adoration.  At 7pm, we will again celebrate Mass and a second group of 
children will receive their First Holy Communion.  Afterwards, we will again have a candlelight Eucharistic 
Procession.  Then, we will again adore the Lord but tonight we will continue all night long!  Please sign up at 
www.StPaulChurch.com! 
 

On Saturday, we will resume Eucharistic Adoration.  At noon and 2pm, we will celebrate a special Mass with two 
more groups of First Holy Communions!  At 5:30pm, we will conclude our 40 Hours of Adoration with the Holy 
Mass and a Solemn Benediction of our parish and all of our ministries. 
 

Finally, on Sunday evening, we will conclude our Corpus Christi celebration with a 5:30pm Baccalaureate Mass.  This 
is the best way to ask God’s blessings upon all our graduates.  If you are graduating or have graduated from high 
school or college this year, please contact Laura at the parish office so we can prepare for you!  Thank you!  

 

As we close, we pray that we will continue to 
be open to the lessons the Lord wants to 
teach us through the pandemic.  May we 
emerge from this experience more humble, 
more merciful, more grateful, and perhaps a 
bit wiser!  Let us also pray for peace and 
healing in our country and throughout the 
world.  Let us courageously live our faith! 

 
 
 

Father Bill Swengros 
Pastor 
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Join us in reading the  
New Testament in 2020!  

 

At St. Paul Catholic Church, we are encouraging 

parishioners to read the New Testament in 2020.  The 

New Testament reading schedule can be found on our 

app or on our webpage at:  www.stpaulchurch.com 
 

 Saturday, June 6 Mt 18: 1-20 

 Sunday, June 7 Mt 18: 21-35 

 Monday, June 8 Mt 19: 1-30 
 Tuesday, June 9 Mt 20: 1-16 
 Wednesday, June10  Mt 20: 17-24 
 Thursday, June 11  Mt 21: 1-22  
 Friday, June 12   Mt 21: 23-46 
 Saturday, June 13 Mt 22: 1-22 
 Sunday, June 14  Mt 22: 23-46 

 

For Father Bill’s commentary, join our Facebook page: 

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 

 

Father’s Day Spiritual Bouquet 
 

Please be sure to pick up a Father’s Day Novena 
cards available now in the Parish Office and the 

Narthex.  Please return it to the office or box 
provided so we can remember your father at each 

Mass during the month of June.  You may also 
enroll those fathers, both alive and/or deceased, 

in our Father’s Day Novena online at:  
 

www.stpaulchurch.com/fathersday 
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You are warmly invited to join us for Forty 

Hours of Eucharistic Adoration from 

Thursday, June 11, beginning with the Holy 

Mass at 7:00pm at St. Paul Catholic Church 

through the Saturday, June 13, 5:30pm Vigil 

Mass.  Forty Hours is an important moment 

of grace for our entire parish! 
 

Why Forty Hours?  We remember the forty days 

Jesus fasted and prayed in the desert in 

preparation for His ministry. We remember the 

forty hours He spent in the tomb between His 

Passion and Death at 3:00pm on Good Friday until 

His Resurrection on Easter Sunday morning. And 

we remember the forty days the Resurrected Lord 

walked the earth before Ascending into Heaven 

on Ascension Thursday. 

 

Forty Hours began in the 16th century as part of a 

profound devotion to the Real Presence of Christ 

in the Blessed Sacrament. For we believe, Jesus 

comes to us in the Holy Eucharist. He is truly 

present, Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity.  As 

Jesus said: “I myself am the living bread come 

down from Heaven. If anyone eats this bread, He 

shall live forever” (Jn 6:51). Numerous Saints have 

encouraged this devotion, including St. Philip Neri 

and St. Ignatius of Loyola. In our own country, St. 

John Neumann (1811-60), the fourth bishop of 

Philadelphia, was a strong promoter of the Forty 

Hours Devotion.  

 

Forty Hours has been invoked especially in 

reparation for the sins. It is my prayer that the 

Forty Hours Devotion will be a special time of 

spiritual renewal for our parish. This year we pray 

in a special way for healing in our Church and a 

renewed devotion to the Eucharistic Lord. May we 

all recognize Him in the Breaking of the Bread. 

 

Forty Hours will begin with a Solemn Mass of 

Exposition on Thursday, June 11th at 7:00pm, 

which concludes with the exposition of the 

Blessed Sacrament and a procession. Afterwards, 

the Eucharist will be exposed until midnight.  On 

Friday, Mass will be held at 7:30am and exposition 

will continue through Saturday, June 13.  The 40 

hours celebration will conclude with the Saturday 

Vigil Mass on June 13 at 5:30pm.  The Blessed 

Sacrament will be exposed during these 40 hours 

except during those times when the Holy Mass is 

scheduled. Then, the Blessed Sacrament will be 

reposed in the tabernacle. Every parishioner and 

every family is invited to “adopt” an hour to come 

and pray with the Lord in the “Garden of 

Gethsemene”.  Come and worship the Lord! 
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Baptism Ministry:  Help Needed 
We are looking for active, faith filled, Catholic 
men and women who feel God is calling them 
to helping with Baptism Ministry during this 
time. The commitment is no more than 2 
hours on a Saturday morning (starting in June), 
for a few times during each month. If  you are 
bilingual, that would be very helpful.  Please 

contact our office by email at baptism@stpaulchurch.com 
or by calling us at (813) 961-3023 for more details.   
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  St. Paul Faith Formation     
We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace 

BAPTISM MINISTRY 

The world may have paused for a few months, but Praise 
be to God that many babies are being born and families 
are desiring baptism for them in our Catholic faith. We are 
here to help prepare you!  
 

All our Baptisms follow the safety protocols recommended 
by the CDC and our Bishop’s office.  If you desire baptism 
for your baby, or simply information on baptisms, please 
contact the Faith Formation Office via email at 
baptism@stpaulchurch.com or call us at (813) 961-3023. 
We are happy to help you prepare to baptize your child! 

First Holy Communion 
Children who are prepared 
for First Holy Communion 

and were delayed due to the 
pandemic have been invited 
to receive the Sacrament at 
one of five special Masses in 

June via Sign Up Genius.  
Please contact the Faith 

Formation office at          
(813) 961-3023 or email 

ccayon@stpaulchurch.com if 
you have not yet selected the 

Mass for your child. 

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN FOR 
2020-21 FAITH FORMATION CLASSES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parents, you are the primary educators of your 
children in the Catholic faith.  Our Faith 
Formation Program is here to assist and 

supplement the religious education that you have 
begun in your family.  We have an online Home 

Study options as well as an excellent weekly, 
classroom-based Catholic curriculum program.   

We invite you to register your children            
(ages 5-18) in our Faith Formation Classes for Fall.  

Classes fill up fast. Don’t delay! 

2020 Vacation Bible School Cancelled 
Due to the pandemic and current health risks, we are sad to 
announce that we cancelled our Summer Vacation Bible 
School that was planned for June. Please see our Faith 
Formation website for fun ideas of ways to share your faith 
and safely enjoy this summer! 

CONFIRMATION 
Teens who are prepared for 
Confirmation and were delayed 
due to the pandemic have been 
invited to receive this Sacrament 
at one of two special Masses in 
June via Sign Up Genius.  
 

Please contact the Faith Formation 
office at (813) 961-3023 or send an email to: 
confirmation@stpaulchurch.com if you have not yet 
selected the Mass for your teen or if you need more 
information regarding this Sacrament. 
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StPaulChurch.com 

Faith Formation Catechist 
Help Needed! 

 

Does this describe you? 
 Faith Filled, fully initiated Catholic over the age of 18 
 Loves to share their Catholic faith with others 
 Interested in being part of a mission that is about God 

and His glory 
 Interested in being a disciple maker to children and 

adults in our parish 
 

If so....we have been looking for YOU!   
 

The mission of God is about his glory, which he achieves 
through redeeming and reconciling an unworthy people to 
himself.  You and I faithfully live out the mission of God by 
being messengers of reconciliation (disciple makers) to 
children and adults in our Faith Formation/RCIA process 
here at St. Paul Catholic Church. 
 

If you are interested, please send an email to the Director 
of Religious Education, Mrs. Carmen Cayon, at 
ccayon@stpaulchurch.com or call the Faith Formation 
office at (813) 961-3023 for more information. 

Baccalaureate Mass 
June 14, 2020 
5:30pm Mass  
 

All graduating high school seniors that would like to attend 
the 2020 Baccalaureate Mass, to be held in your honor, 
please send an email to Laura Wendt, High School Youth 
Minister, at:  lwendt@stpaulchurch.com with the following 
requested attachment and information: 
 

• A picture of yourself 
• Name of the high school you graduated from 
• Your future plans (i.e. college and major, military, and/

or work, etc.) 

 

Is God calling you today? 
 

Who is Jesus for you and 
how is your relationship to 

Him? 
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation 
for Adults (RCIA) program 

may be just for you! 
 

If you are interested in finding out about the Catholic 
Faith or if you are in need of completing your 
Sacraments of Initiation, please contact us. We offer 
different options during these challenging times.  Or, if 
you are an active catholic willing to share your faith, 
please consider joining our team! 

 

You can visit our website at 
www.stpaulchurch.com  
or contact Maria Costa at 

mcosta@stpaulchurch.com or call 
813-961-3023 ext. 3305 

Interested in receiving text messages 
regarding upcoming Youth Group 
activities and events?   If YES, text: 

 

@9bf4c7 to 81010   

St. Paul Tampa Youth Group Instagram Account: 

stpaultampayg 

 

Sunday Nights from 5:30pm - 8:30pm 
 

ATTENTION ALL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS! 
(Yes, you 8th graders who are now 9th graders!) 

 

5:30pm Mass is the TEEN Mass!  We will 
start our night there, then flow out to the 

Peace Path for game night! 
 

Parents, JOIN US to play some games and 
hear about the summer plans for the      

St. Paul Youth Group! 
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Saturday, June 6, 2020 
Saint Norbert, Bishop 
8:30am  Joseph Ondrula † 
5:30pm  Dick Parker † 
7:30pm   Fr. Victor Reckziegel (int.) † 
 

Sunday, June 7, 2020 
Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity 
7:30am  Jaroslaw P. Miernik † 
9:00am   Alice Swan † 
10:45am  Silvia V. Garcia † 
12:30pm  Michael and Mike Hingson † 
2:00pm  St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 
5:30pm  Heather Sullivan (int.) 
 

Monday, June 8, 2020 
7:30am   Alfredo Gonzalez † 
12:15pm James Douglas Ure † 
 

Tuesday, June 9, 2020 
Saint Ephrem, Deacon and Doctor of the Church 
7:30am  Anna Alcain Sneed (int.) 
12:15pm  Vickie Hite † 
  

Wednesday, June 10, 2020 
7:30am  Consecrated Life and Priestly Vocations (int.) 
12:15pm Bob Silah † 
  

Thursday, June 11, 2020 
Memorial of Saint Barnabas, Apostle 
7:30am  Marion Staumann † 
12:15pm Lisa Eley † 
7:00pm  Gregory Hnat † 

 

Friday, June 12, 2020 
7:30am  Alicia Celeste Martinez †   
12:15pm Ofelia de Molina  † 
7:30pm  Jorge Martinez † 
   

Saturday, June 13, 2020 
Memorial of Saint Anthony of Padua, Priest and Doctor of the 
Church 
8:30am  Antonio Ramones (int.) 
5:00pm (PORT) Vickie Hite †  
7:30pm   Juan A. Del Cueto †  
 

Sunday, June 14, 2020 
Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ, Corpus 
Christi 
7:30am  Sarah Steidle † 
9:00am   Alquizola Family (int.) 
10:45am  Marge Flach † 
12:30pm  Frank Suszynski † 
2:00pm  Nora Montealegre † 
5:30pm  St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 

We pray for the repose of the souls of those recently 
departed: Yolanda Blechingberg, Hortensia Reyes, Jorge 
Capote, Nick B. Scaglione, Laura Alburquerque, Betty 
McCaffrey, Silvia Garcia, Michael Muraszewski, Dahlia 
Martinez, Betty McCaffrey Lincoln Gobin, Julio Herrera, Paul 
Gonzalez, Pauline Hammond, and Dr. Sam Ferreri. 
 
 

Please remember in your prayers those with 
various health needs: John Morrow, Bonnie 
Cayon, Billy Diaz, Jan Jenkins, Patricia Smith, Jaime 
Zambrano, Mary Garcia, Allan Garcia, Frank 
Loscalzo, Doreen Miller and Leelah Sharma. 

Scripture Readings  
for the Week of June 7, 2020 
 

Sunday Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity 
 Ex 34:4b-6, 8-9; Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56;  
 2 Cor 13:11-13; Jn 3:16-18 
Monday 1 Kgs 17:1-6; Ps 121:1bc-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8;  
 Mt 5:1-12 
Tuesday Saint Ephrem, Deacon and Doctor of the  
 Church 
 1 Kgs 17:7-16; Ps 4:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8; Mt 5:13-16 
Wednesday 1 Kgs 18:20-39; Ps 16:1b-2ab, 4, 5ab and 8,  
 11; Mt 5:17-19 
Thursday Memorial of Saint Barnabas, Apostle 
 Acts 11:21b-26; Acts 13:1-3; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab,  
 3cd-4, 5-6; Mt 5:20-26 
Friday 1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-16; Ps 27:7-8a, 8b-9abc,  
 13-14; Mt 5:27-32 
Saturday Memorial of Saint Anthony of Padua, Priest  
 and Doctor of the Church 
 1 Kgs 19:19-21; Ps 16:1b-2a and 5, 7-8, 9-10;  
 Mt 5:33-37 
Sunday Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of 

Christ, Corpus Christi 
 Dt 8:2-3, 14b-16a; Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20;  
 1 Cor 10:16-17; Jn 6:51-58 

Pope Francis:   “Today we begin a new series of catechesis on 
the theme of prayer. Prayer is the breath 
of faith; it is its most proper expression. 
Like a cry that issues from the heart of 
those who believe and entrust themselves 
to God ...Faith is a cry. Lack of faith is the 

suppression of that cry. ...Faith is a protest against a pitiful 
condition the cause of which we do not understand. Lack of 
faith is to limit ourselves to endure a situation to which we have 
become accustomed. Faith is the hope of being saved. Lack of 
faith is becoming accustomed to the evil that oppresses us and 
continuing in that way” (Pope Francis, Audience, 6 May 2020). 
For the full document, see www.vatican.va).  

Words of Wisdom:  “Actions speak louder than words; let 
your words teach and your actions speak.” 
  
            – St. Anthony of Padua 
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Looking Ahead! June 11-13:  40 Hours and 
First Holy Communions; June 14: Corpus 
Christi, 5:30pm Baccalaureate Mass; June 19: 
7:00pm Rosary and Mass in honor of Our 
Lady of Good Health; June 19: Sacred Heart 

of Jesus; June 20: Immaculate Heart of Mary; June 21: 
Father’s Day; June 24: 7:00pm RCIA Initiations; June 26: 
7:00pm Confirmations; June 27: 2:00pm confirmations; July 3 
7:00pm Rosary and Mass in honor of Santo Nino; July 4: 
Independence Day!  And don’t forget to buy your tickets for 
Matthew Kelly on December 15, 2020 at 
www.DynamicCatholic.com/Tampa 

Saints of God: On Saturday, June 13, we honor St. Anthony 

of Padua, priest and doctor of the 

Church (1195-1231).  St. Anthony 

was born in Portugal and joined the 

Augustinian Order.  Anthony heard 

of the missionaries who suffered 

martyrdom in North Africa for 

sharing the faith and at the age of 26 

joined the Franciscans in hopes of shedding his blood for the 

faith.  He became known for his simple yet profound defense 

of the faith.  It was his hope to profess the Catholic Faith with 

his mind and his heart, at every moment.  Anthony is typically 

depicted with a book and the Infant Child Jesus, to whom He 

miraculously appeared, and is commonly referred to today as 

the "finder of lost articles.”  Today, let us join Anthony in 

prayer for our Church and especially for missionaries.  Here is 

a simple prayer to St. Anthony shared by a parishioner: “Tony, 

Tony look around, something's lost and can't be found!!!” 

Ask It Basket: “In the 7th grade 
Confirmation book it says that ‘Eucharist 
forgives venial sins and helps us avoid 
serious sins.’ So if I receive communion, my 

venial sins are forgiven?”   
 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church affirms that the 
Eucharist “wipes away venial sins” and “preserves us from 
future mortal sins” (nn. 1394-95).  This teaching is rooted in 1 
Cor 11:26.  That is one reason why throughout the Mass, we 
renounce sin and ask God’s forgiveness and mercy. (See 
“Mass Appeal” column to the left.) 
 

If you have a question for the Ask It Basket, please send an 
email to Father Bill Swengros at: frbill@stpaulchurch.com 

Thought for the Day: “Anyone who wants to be an 
example to others, must first examine himself.” 
  
                –St. Ephrem 

Mass Appeal: Immediately after we profess our common 

faith with the Sign of the Cross and recognize 

that the Spirit of God is with us, we 

acknowledge our unworthiness and beg God’s 

mercy with the Penitential Act.  Why?  Jesus 

told us to reconcile with others before 

offering sacrifice (Mt 5:23-25) and the psalmist noted that 

God is pleased with a contrite heart (Ps 51:17-19).  Originally, 

the prayers were said in private before the liturgy and before 

receiving communion.  Now they are said by all. 

 

The Penitential Act has three options.  The first involves an 

invitation to the people to recall their need for God’s mercy, a 

period of silence, the common recitation of the prayer the 

Confiteor, and then the priest’s prayer of absolution.  The 

second option is one rarely used in our diocese and involves a 

simple but profound dialogue.  Priest: “Have mercy on us, O 

Lord.”  People: “For we have sinned against you.”  Priest: 

“Show us, O Lord, your mercy.”  People: “And grant us your 

salvation.”  It concludes with the priest’s prayer of absolution.  

The final option involves three invocations offered by the 

minister followed by the three-fold response of the people: 

“Lord, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy”.  

This phrase has a two-fold meaning: a pleading for God’s 

infinite mercy and a cry of praise to Christ for his 

compassionate love and mercy.  It concludes with the same 

prayer of absolution.   

 

Regardless of which option is used, the effect of the 

Penitential Act is to prepare our hearts for the celebration of 

the Eucharist by asking the Lord for forgiveness for our many 

failings.  It sets us free from venial sins.  Mortal sins are 

absolved only through the Sacraments of Baptism or 

Reconciliation.  Next week we’ll discuss the possibility of 

substituting the Penitential Act with a memorial of Baptism.  

Divine Mercy in My Soul:  Jesus to St. Faustina: “+I 
desire that priests proclaim this great 
mercy of Mine towards souls of sinners. 
Let the sinner not be afraid to approach 
Me. The flames of mercy are burning 

Me - clamoring to be spent; I want to pour them out 
upon these souls.  Jesus complained to me in these words, 
Distrust on the part of souls is tearing at My insides. The 
distrust of a chosen soul causes Me even greater pain; 
despite My inexhaustible love for them they do not trust 
Me. Even My death is not enough for them. Woe to the 
soul that abuses these [gifts]” (n. 50). 

Christ Heal Us!  On the second Saturday of every month 
during the 8:30 morning Mass, we will offer 
the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick.  This 
beautiful Sacrament is for all those who are 
advanced in age as well as those who suffer 
from a serious (grave) illness.  It is recom-
mended for all those who are scheduled to be 
admitted to a hospital for surgery later this 

month to be anointed.  This Sacrament can be received as 
often as needed.  Come and experience the healing touch of 
the Divine Physician!  
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Journey in the Footsteps of Jesus! Join Fr. Bill in a 
once in a lifetime pilgrimage to the Holy Land April 12-22, 
2021.  Celebrate Mass where the Gabriel spoke to Mary, 
where Mary gave birth to Jesus and where Jesus performed 
his first miracle.  Climb Mount Tabor, take a boat on the 
Sea of Galilee, and pray on the Mount of Beatitudes.  Cele-
brate Mass where Jesus died and rose from the dead for our 
salvation!  We are already 3/4 full!  So please contact Margie 
ASAP to reserve your seat at 1-800-644-HOLY.  Come and 
experience the 5th Gospel!  

Mass Offerings:  The Mass is the most powerful of all 
prayers since it is a participation in the 
redemptive act of Jesus Christ.  
Throughout history, it has been praised as 
a sure means of assisting both the living 
and deceased to attain eternal salvation.  
Each Mass is offered for the intentions of 
all who are present.  A special intention 
for the Mass may also be requested.  In 
this case, it is usually announced in the 
bulletin and may be included in the 

prayers of the faithful.  The suggested donation is $15-20, 
depending on the day.  You may also request an 
“unannounced” Mass.  This Mass will be celebrated during a 
private celebration.  It could be celebrated by one of the 
priests of the parish who are not scheduled for Mass that day 
or by a retired priest, foreign missionary, or a priest who is not 
assigned to a parish.  The suggested offering is $10.  For more 
information, stop by the parish office. 

We Want to Celebrate!  Are you or a fellow 
parishioner celebrating a special milestone such 
as a birthday, anniversary, graduation or other 
special event?  Are you expecting a child or 
preparing to move?  Please call Elizabeth at the 
parish office and let us know!  We would like to 

remember you in our prayers and invite you to bring up the 
gifts at the Sunday Mass.  Let your parish family be a part of 
your celebration! 

Tired of Writing Checks?  Our parish offers an Automatic 
Offering Plan.  You can choose to have 
money automatically withdrawn from your 
savings, checking or credit card account on 
a monthly or semi-monthly basis.  There is 

no charge for this service and it can be stopped at any time 
with only a weeks notice.  No more envelopes, no more writ-
ing checks, no more having to remember to bring your cash!  
For more information, please visit www.StPaulChurch.com or 
contact Brian at the parish office at (813) 961-3023 or send an 
email to bsmith@stpaulchurch.com. 

Hurricane Season is here! Now is the time to prepare.  
Make sure you have evacuation routes, 
water, batteries, and non-perishable foods.  
Also make a note of friends and neighbors 
who may need extra help when a storm 
threatens.  Let us pray: “Our Father in 

Heaven through the intercession of Our Lady of Prompt 
Succor, spare us during this Hurricane season from all harm.  
Protect us and our homes from all disasters of nature.  Our 
Lady of Prompt Succor, hasten to help us.  We ask this 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen.” 
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License # CHC 110273  

Excellence in Catholic preschool education for 40 years 

Office: 813-264-3314 ▪ Email: director@stpaulchurch.com 

PRESCHOOL ASSISTANT DIRECTOR  
POSITION OPENING 

We are forming a search committee to hire a new 
Assistant Director for our preschool.  If you know of a 
qualified candidate, please encourage the individual to 
apply on the diocesan website at: https://
www.dosp.org/schools-office/position-openings-2 

St. Paul Catholic Church to host New York Times Bestselling Author... 
 

DECEMBER 15 
7:00PM - 8:30PM 
Order your tickets online  

for this upcoming event today at:  

DynamicCatholic.com/Tampa 

St. Paul Catholic Preschool's mission is to encourage the 
spiritual, intellectual and emotional growth of each child using 
developmentally appropriate practices. Working in partnership 
with family members as well as our parish and community, we 
provided a nurturing, safe, Catholic environment where 
children are inspired to learn, play and grow. 
 

The preschool has openings in the 3 and 4 year-old classes 
for the 2020-2021 school year.  For more information, 
please call the preschool office at 813-264-3383 or send an 
email to director@stpaulchurch.com 

 
 
 
 
 

 
PRESSURE 

 

All our Masses are in the Church.  The seating capacity is 
880.  220 is 25% capacity and 440 is 50% capacity.  Last 
week’s attendance: 
 

Daily Masses (5/25– 5/30) 
 7:30am daily Mass averaged 50 attendees 
 12:15pm daily Mass averaged 84 attendees 
 Saturday 8:30am Mass had 59 attendees 
 
Weekend Masses 5/30-5/31: 
 Saturday 5:30pm 109 attendees 
    7:30pm  92 attendees 
 Sunday   7:30am 218 attendees 
    9:00am 186 attendees 
    10:45am 240 attendees 
    12:30pm 101 attendees 
    2pm  177 attendees 
    5:30pm 124 attendees 
 

This weekend, we added a Sunday 7:30am and a 10:45am 
Masses in the Family Center so that there is ample 
“elbow” room for you and your guests.  Please wear a 
mask or facial covering, bring hand sanitizer, and observe 
physical distancing. 
 

Remember, if you have are sick or have been exposed to 
someone who is sick, please stay safer-at-home.  Also, if 
you are vulnerable to Covid-19 or especially anxious about 
becoming ill, please stay safer-at-home.  Lastly, if you are 
unwilling to follow our protocols, please stay safer-at-
home.  We understand and so does the Lord!  We will 
continue to broadcast the Masses every day on 
www.StPaulChurch.com and the StPaul Tampa Parish 
Facebook page.  May God bless you! 
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Filipino Community 
We welcome all our brothers and sisters from 
the Philippines and all over the world who are 
visiting us and we hope you would make of St. 
Paul Parish your spiritual home.  Please visit our 

Santo Niño Shrine adjacent to the church and join us for our 
Perpetual Novena to the Santo Niño Devotion and Rosary to 
our Blessed Mother every first Friday at 7:00pm. For 
information, please contact Susan and Ed Bilbao at 503-6460 
or via email at filipino@stpaulchurch.com 

Comunidad Hispana   
 

Bienvenidos Todos! A aquellos que nos visitan por primera 
vez les damos la mas cordial bienvenida a St. Paul.  Nos 
gustaría mucho que se registraran en nuestra parroquia y 

hagan de éste su hogar espiritual. 
Para encontrar mas información 
sobre los ministerios en nuestra 
parroquia por favor revise el boletín 
en Español que esta a su disposición 
a la entrada de la Iglesia. Contamos 

con Grupos de Oración, Coros, Dialogo Matrimonial, Estudio 
Bíblico, Cursillo, y muchos más en nuestro idioma! Les 
esperamos! Email:  hispanic@stpaulchurch.com 

Comunidade Brasileira     
Bem-vindos a todos aqueles que nos visitam pela primeira vez, 
damos-lhe as mais cordiais boas-vindas a St. 
Paul. Gostaríamos, se você se registrar em 
nossa paróquia e que faria a este o seu lar 
espiritual. Para encontrar mais informações 
sobre a Comunidade Portuguesa na nossa 
paróquia queira obter um boletim em 
português na entrada da igreja. Que a paz de Cristo esteja com 
você. Email:  brazilian@stpaulchurch.com 

Indian Community 
 

We cordially invite you 

and your family to join 

us in celebrating the 

special Novena Prayer 

and Mass in honor of 

“Our Lady of Good 

Health” at St. Paul 

Catholic Church on 

every third Friday at 7:00pm. Please contact us via email at: 

ourladyofgoodhealth@stpaulchurch.com 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Sign up for  
Online Giving!  

It’s fast, simple and 
convenient.  

 

Go to 

stpaulchurch.com  
and click on the 
Online Giving link or 
scan the QR code to 
the right with your 
phone for more info 
on how to sign up. 

 

 

During the Covid-19 crisis, the parish was faced 
with both physical and financial constraints.  Due to 
these limitations, some changes had to be made 
within our staff which resulted in the separation of 
several of our good and faithful employees. We 
wish to extend our unending gratitude to the 
following former employees for their countless good 
deeds and efforts: 
 

• Elizabeth Hayes (retired), Liturgist 
• Maria Mendez, Coordinator of Baptisms 
• Kim Smith, Faith Formation Assistant 
• Andy Gotsch, High School Youth Minister 
• Jose Rodriguez (retired), Maintenance 

 

Liturgical duties have been reassigned to Laurie 
Erickson, Director of Ministries.  Baptisms are now 
being coordinated by Maria Costa.  Laura Wendt 
was recently hired as the new High School Youth 
Minister.  Maintenance assistant, Jose Rodriguez 
retired and has been replaced by J. J. Galvez. 
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I. Exodus 34:4b-6, 8-9  Ancient 
Patronal Politics 
 
Reflection: This is the second time 
Moses went up to the mountaintop, 
after the episode of the Golden Calf.  
O u r  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  t h e 
"unpronounceable name YHWH" is 
"LORD."  This follows the Jewish 
tradition that when the word YHWH 
occurs in a passage, the reader 
automatically substitutes "Adonai," or 
"Lord" for this word.  But our 
translation obscures the Hebrew 
reading that God pronounced (we read 
"proclaimed")  His own name, YHWH.  
Notice, also, that God is pronouncing 
His own praises and His own 
characteristics (some of which are 
truncated in today's Lectionary). It is 
clear that the author intends to exhibit 
an intimacy between God and Moses, 
using the same argument a Patron 
would use to secure benefits for his 
clients (the Israelites.)  But the "punch 
line" is the request that God accepts 
this "stiff-necked" people (us) as His 
own.  The next verse (unread today) is 
God's answer: The Covenant. 

 
II. 2 Corinthians 13:11-13  The End. 
 
Reflection: We read the ending of the 
Second Letter to the Corinthians, but 
out of context.  The Apostle has just 
completed a three-chapter "defense" of 
his ministry, full of passion and anxiety.  
He ends abruptly with an exhortation to 
joy, growth towards perfection, and 
emphasis on values of commonality.  
Recall that the community was deeply 
divided, full of dissent, and a significant 
part had rejected St. Paul.  His defense 
ended, he counsels the overcoming of 
divisions, suggesting that if the 
community has a common mind and 
lives in peace, then the God of love and 
peace will be with them.  This is the 
only place the phrase "God of love" 
appears in the New Testament, though 
there are references to the "God of 
peace" in Romans, Philippians and 
Thessalonians.  Urging people to "greet 
one other with a holy kiss" may reflect 
the earliness of a liturgical use of this 
gesture.  And the final phrase refers to 
the grace which Jesus Christ is, the love 
God has for us and fellowship 
bestowed by the Holy Spirit suggest an 
unformed Trinitarian theology, not 
actually formulated for about 275 years 
in the future. 

 
III. John 3:16-18  Often Flashed at 
Football Games 
  
Reflection: This section is abstracted 
from the discourse with Nicodemus, 
the "Born Again" discourse.  Here we 
have Jesus exhibiting himself as the 
very product of God's love for the 
entire world.  This is a bit unusual, 
since St. John generally has Jesus 
express His love for His disciples, not 
for the entire world.  The Greek 
grammatical structure (unique in this 
Gospel) is to stress the remarkable 
actuality of what happened.  And the 
word "gave" meant not only the 
Incarnation, but also the crucifixion.  
The Suffering Servant of Isaiah 53 
was "given up for their sins."  Being 
"sent" also has a powerful subtext--
remember that Jesus "sent" his 
disciples in last week's reading, as He 
was "sent" by the Father.  Note that 
the Evangelist refers to belief in the 
"name" of the Son.  It is an 
interesting juxtaposition with the First 
Reading, where the "Name" of 
YHWH is stressed.  For the ancients, 
the "Name" was almost substantive, 
almost something that existed itself, 
as a source of power.  † 
 

Due to copyright restrictions, we are 
not able to print the Scriptures with the 

Reflections of Dr. Jack Conroy.   

On a Lighter Note:  An elderly woman had just returned to 
her home from an evening of religious service 
when she was startled by an intruder. As she 
caught the man in the act of robbing her home of 
its valuables, she yelled, "Stop - Acts 2:38!" (..turn 

from your sin...) The burglar stopped dead in his tracks. The 
woman calmly called the police and explained what she had 
done. As the officer cuffed the man to take him in, he asked 
the burglar, "Why did you just stand there? All the old lady did 
was yell a scripture to you." "Scripture?" replied the burglar, 
"She said she had an AXE and two 38's!" 

Deo Gratis:  We give thanks to God for all those 
who faithfully donated to our parish during our 
Covid-19 lockdown.  Your generosity was truly 
inspirational and allowed us to survive the 10 

week hiatus.  We also thank all those who donated non-
perishable food, cleaning supplies, masks, and money to our 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul so that we could care for the 
poor living in our area.  May God bless you! 

Faith in Action: “For God so loved the world 
that He gave His only Son…” (Jn 3:16).  Is your 
love conditional? Is there a price others have to 
pay to receive your love and forgiveness? Are you 

generous with your time, skills, money, and possessions? If 
you give someone something, do you expect something in 
return? Do you give your time freely or do you "fit it in" when 
it's convenient for you? God desires a personal relationship 
with us so much that He gave us His Son, unconditionally! 
Pray for a grateful and generous heart. 

Living Liturgy: Today we celebrate the central 
mystery of our Christian faith: The Holy 
Trinity.  How would you explain the Sacred 
Trinity to a child or someone who does not 

embrace the Christian faith? 

Parish Website:  www.stpaulchurch.com 

Diocesan Animal Policy: In order to ensure the safety of all 

our parishioners, as well as their pets, it is 
prohibited to have animals on Diocesan 
property other than service animals.  Thank you 
for your cooperation and understanding. 


