
Oh Come, Let us Adore Him!  
Every Wednesday and Friday  

 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time                                  Sunday, August 2, 2020 

"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,  
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian  

community of faith, living our love for God and neighbor while growing together as disciples of Christ." 

WEEKEND MASSES 
 

Saturday Vigil Masses 
5:30pm   

Missa em Português: 7:30pm 
 

Sunday Masses 
7:30am, 9:00am, 10:45am,  

12:30pm, 5:30pm 
Misa en Español:  2:00pm  

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
 

Monday through Friday 
7:30am and 12:15pm 

 

Saturday 
8:30am 

 

First Friday Mass 7:30pm 
Third Friday Mass 7:30pm 

*Fourth Friday Mass 7:30pm  
*(en Español) 

 

Reconciliation (Confession) 
Monday - Friday  
11:00am - Noon 

 

Saturdays 
10:00am and 4:00pm  

or upon request 
 

Eucharistic Exposition 
Monday -  Thursday 

8:00am – 4:00pm 
Friday 8:30am - Saturday 8:30am 

 

Morning Prayer 
Monday - Friday 7:00am 

Saturday 8:00am 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Every Second Saturday  
of the Month at 8:30am, 

Thursdays at 2:00pm 
underneath the church 

overhang or upon request 
 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday  

9:00am to 4:00pm 
 

Website: 
www.stpaulchurch.com 

 

Contact us at: 
info@stpaulchurch.com 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE… 
 

Faith Formation 
Update 
Page 2 

 

New Testament Bible 
Study:  St. Mark 

Page 4 

St. Paul Catholic Church 
and Preschool 

 

www.stpaulchurch.com 

12708 North Dale Mabry Highway, Tampa, Florida  33618-2802     

Phone  (813) 961-3023  †  Fax  (813) 962-8780  
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We’re here to serve you! 
 

Clergy 
Fr. Bill Swengros    Pastor 
Fr. Robert Romaine  Parochial Vicar, Adult 
 Confirmation 
Fr. Ambrose  Parochial Vicar,  
Kadambukatt, OCD Ministry to Homebound 
 and Nursing Homes 
Fr. Peter Okojie Parochial Vicar, 
 Communications  
 (App, Website) 
Deacon Carlos Celaya  RCIA 
Deacon Ray Dever     Mental Health Support 
Deacon Frank Henriquez   
Deacon Rich Spiro     
 

Faith Formation 
Carmen Cayon Director, Middle 
 School Youth 
 Coordinator 
Sonia Eberhardt         K-5 Faith Formation  
 Coordinator, First 
 Holy Communion Prep. 
Laura Wendt    High School Youth 
 Minister, Confirmation 
 Coordinator 
Maria Costa                 Baptism, Marriage, 
 RCIA, Quinceañeras 
Silvia Rivera               Faith Formation
 Assistant (Records) 
 

Preschool 
Mindy Geer                Director 
Kelly Mende Assistant Director 
 

Liturgy 
Laurie Erickson Liturgist, Director of  
 Ministries 
Mary Gant                   Music Director, 
 Bereavement Minister 
 

Parish Support 
Brian Smith       Parish Manager  
Barbara Gray               Pastoral Administrative 
  Assistant (Scheduling)     
Sam Mathai Maintenance 
Charles Yezak, Jr.        Director of 
 Communications  
Vanessa Vasquez Communications (App, 

 Website) 
Louis Gobin Accountant 
 
 

 

 www.stpaulchurch.com 
 

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 
 

info@stpaulchurch.com 
 

 

Our Vision Statement:  
“Growing Together as Disciples 

of Christ.” 

  www.facebook.com/stpaul tpa  

 

 
• Parent Orientations will be held the week 

of August 23 through August 26 

• Faith Formation Classes will begin the 

week of August 30 through September 2 

• All registered families will receive an 

email with information related to the 

2020-2021 year 

• To register your child or if you have 

questions or concerns, please call the 

Faith Formation Office at (813) 961-3023 

http://www.StPaulChurch.com


 

Growing Together in Christ! 
 

My dear friends, 
 

Allow me to share my joy!  First of all, we welcome Fr. 
Peter Okojie of the Archdiocese of Abuja in Nigeria as 
an official member of our parish.  He has been granted 
permission to serve in our parish for the coming year 
on our communications team.  Please join me in 
offering a word of welcome and a prayer of 
thanksgiving for Fr. Peter! 
 
Second, we welcome our new Preschool Assistant 
Director, Mrs. Kelly Mende.  Kelly has dedicated her 
life to the Lord and serving His little ones.  She has 
served as Director of a Child Care Center and as a 
teacher for years.  We are very excited to welcome her 
to our Preschool team. 
 
Third, I’m very excited about two recent retreats.  Last 
weekend, our Apostles of the Eucharist offered a retreat 
tailor-made for young adults (see photos on front cover) and, 
this weekend, our Youth Ministry team offered a Family 
Retreat at our very own diocesan Camp Good Counsel.  
Hats off to Valerie Merimee and Laura Wendt for 
providing an excellent opportunity to grow in the Lord 

while remaining as safe as possible.  May God bless them 
and their teams! 
 
Fourth, the pandemic has provided a lot of opportunities 
for us to grow in the Lord.  Our Faith Formation 
Director, Carmen Cayon, and her team have been 
dreaming how to provide the best faith formation 
experiences to our young people.  Some parents have 
chosen to “home school” their children.  Others are 
choosing a remote learning experience.  Finally, for those 
who would like, we are planning an experience here on 
our campus which will observe all the CDC guidelines, 
including physical distancing, while providing an 
excellent interactive experience which borrows from 
Vacation Bible School and LifeTeen models.  But we 
need volunteers.  If you would like to assist as a 
catechist, assistant, musician, drama coach, multimedia 
specialist, or team member, please contact Carmen at the 
parish office as soon as possible!   
 
Fifth, as we journey through the pandemic, we are always 
trying to discover new ways to serve everyone better and 
in a safer way.  As mentioned last weekend, our diocese 
recommends that people receive the Blessed Sacrament 
in their hands.  For this reason, we are asking that those 
sitting in the two sections closest to the Sacred Heart 
statue or nearest the ambo/pulpit, to receive Holy 
Communion ONLY in the hand.  Those sitting in the 
two sections directly in front of the altar have a choice.  
They can receive the Blessed Sacrament either in their 
hands or on their tongue.  While I have NEVER heard 
of anyone contracting Covid-19 from receiving the 
Blessed Sacrament, I have great respect for those who 
wish to be extra careful. 
 
Sixth, we have installed HEPA filters in our 
confessionals.  Combined with wearing masks, physical 
separation of the priest and penitent, and the use of fans, 
our confessionals are as safe as possible.    
 
Finally, I wanted to again thank you for your prayerful 
and generous financial support for our parish.  We 
depend totally upon you!  With attendance a third of 
what it was a year ago, your weekly donations are of vital 
importance.  Thank you! 
 
May God bless you and keep you holy, healthy, and 
happy! 

 
 
 

Fr. Bill Swengros 
Pastor 
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This month, we will be reading the 
Gospel according to Saint Mark.  
This is the shortest of all New 
Testament gospels and it is likely 
the first to have been written.  This 
book often tells of Jesus’ ministry 
in more detail than either Matthew 
or Luke.   
 
St. Mark stresses Jesus’ message 
about the kingdom of God now 
breaking into human life as good 
news.  Jesus is the Son whom 
God has sent to rescue humanity 
by serving and by sacrificing his 
life.  The reading schedule for this 
week is as follows: 

 
 Saturday 8/1  Mk 1:1-22 
 Sunday 8/2  Mk 1:23-45 
 Monday 8/3  Mk 2 
 Tuesday 8/4  Mk 3:1-19 
 Wednesday 8/5  Mk 3:20-35 
 Thursday 8/6  Mk 4:1-20 
 Friday 8/7  Mk 4:21-41 
 Saturday 8/8  Mk 5:1-20 
 Sunday 8/9  Mk 5:21-43 

 
The entire New Testament reading 
schedule can be found on our app 

or on our webpage at:  
www.stpaulchurch.com 

 
For Father Bill’s commentary, 

please join our Facebook page: 
 

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 

WITH GOD IN RUSSIA! Join Fr. Bill for a 

Facebook Book Club this month.  We will be 

reading and discussing “With God in Russia” by 

Venerable Father Walter J. Ciszek, SJ.  It is a story 

about an American priest who was called by God to 

be a missionary in Russia.  Get a copy and join the 

StPaul Tampa Parish Facebook page!  Fr. Bill will be 

using the Harper edition but you are welcome to 

use any of the published versions.  Don’t worry if 

you start a bit late!  Once you begin reading this 

book, you won’t want to put it down!  
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Is God calling you today? 
 

Who is Jesus for you and how 
is your relationship to Him? 

 

The Rite of Christian Initiation for 
Adults (RCIA) program may be 

just for you! 
 

If you are interested in finding out about the Catholic 
Faith or if you are in need of completing your 

Sacraments of Initiation, please contact us. We offer 
different options during these challenging times.  Or, if 

you are an active catholic willing to share your faith, 
please consider joining our team! 

 

For more information, please contact Maria Costa via 
email at mcosta@stpaulchurch.com  

or call  
813-961-3023 ext. 3305 

MASS ▪ NEWS 

PHOTOS ▪ EVENTS 
 

Join the St. Paul Catholic Church  
Facebook page today! 

 

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 
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INFANT BAPTISM 

Praise be to God that many babies are being born and 
families are desiring baptism for them in our Catholic faith. 
We are here to help prepare you!  
 

All our Baptisms follow the safety protocols recommended 
by the CDC and our Bishop’s office.  If you desire baptism 
for your baby, or simply information on baptisms, please 
contact the Faith Formation Office via email at 
baptism@stpaulchurch.com or call us at (813) 961-3023. 
We are happy to help you prepare to baptize your child! 

Page 6 Page 6 
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  St. Paul Faith Formation     
We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace 

REGISTRATION FOR  
2020-21 FAITH FORMATION CLASSES 

 
Parents, you are the primary educators of your 
children in the Catholic faith.  Our Faith 
Formation Program is here to assist and 
supplement the religious education that you 
have begun in your family.  We have an online 
Home Study options as well as an excellent 
weekly, classroom-based Catholic curriculum 
program.    
 

For more information, please send an email to: 

ccayon@stpaulchurch.com 

Faith Formation Catechist  
Help Needed! 

 

Does this describe you? 
 Faith Filled, fully initiated Catholic over the age of 18 
 Loves to share their Catholic faith with others 
 Interested in being part of a mission that is about God and 

His glory 
 Interested in being a disciple maker to children and adults 

in our parish 
 

If so....we have been looking for YOU!   
 

The mission of God is about his glory, which he achieves 
through redeeming and reconciling an unworthy people to 
himself.  You and I faithfully live out the mission of God by 
being messengers of reconciliation (disciple makers) to children 
and adults in our Faith Formation/RCIA process here at St. 
Paul Catholic Church. 
 

If you are interested, please send an email to the Director of 
Religious Education, Mrs. Carmen Cayon, at 
ccayon@stpaulchurch.com or call the Faith Formation 
office at (813) 961-3023 for more information. 

St. Paul Tampa Youth Group  
Instagram Account 

stpaultampayg 
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An Invitation from the 
Lay Pastoral Ministry 

Institute (LPMI) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The LPMI program, in accordance 
with the teachings of the Catholic 
Church; equips Catholics with 
knowledge and skills to carry out 
ministry competently, collaboratively, and 
professionally. Through an integrated 
process of education and ongoing faith 
formation, we provide an opportunity 
for Catholics across the Diocese to 
grow Spiritually, Intellectually, and 
Pastorally. The 2020-2021 “Year of 
Discernment” classes begin September 
12, 2020. 
 

For more information: 
Web:  www.dosp.org/lpmi 

E-mail:  lpmisepi@dosp.org 
Call:  (727) 344-1611 

“Spilling Tea” with Father P…. Revealing the Truth!    
 

Teenagers!  Join us for our new series 
with Fr. Peter Okojie, Parochial Vicar of 
St. Paul Catholic Church.  Father Peter 
will be doing a Question and Answer 
Session with teens on Zoom. The 
program will continue through the month 
of August on Wednesdays (Aug. 5, 12, 
19 & 26) at 5:00pm.  For the Zoom link 
to this weekly event, please contact 
Laura Wendt, High School Youth 
Minister, at lwendt@stpaulchurch 

ST. PAUL YOUTH GROUP KICK-OFF EVENT 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 23 

5:30PM - 8:30PM 
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Scripture Readings  
for the Week of August 2, 2020 
 

Sunday Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Is 55:1-3; Ps 145:8-9, 15-16, 17-18; Rom 8:35,  
 37-39; Mt 14:13-21 
Monday Jer 28:1-17; Ps 119:29, 43, 79, 80, 95, 102;  
 Mt 14:22-36 
Tuesday Memorial of Saint John Vianney, Priest 
 Jer 30:1-2, 12-15, 18-22; Ps 102:16-18, 19-21,  

29 and 22-23; Mt 15:1-2, 10-14 
Wednesday The Dedication of the Basilica of Saint Mary  
 Major 

Jer 31:1-7; Jer 31:10, 11-12ab, 13;  
Mt 15:21-28 

Thursday Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord 
Dn 7:9-10, 13-14; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9;  
2 Pt 1:16-19; Mt 17:1-9 

Friday Saint Sixtus II, Pope, and Companions,  
 Martyrs; Saint Cajetan, Priest 
 Na 2:1, 3; 3:1-3, 6-7; Dt 32:35cd-36ab,  
 39abcd, 41; Mt 16:24-28 
Saturday Memorial of Saint Dominic, Priest 

Hb 1:12—2:4; Ps 9:8-9, 10-11, 12-13;  
Mt 17:14-20 

Sunday Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-13a; Ps 85:9, 10, 11-12, 13-14;  
 Rom 9:1-5; Mt 14:22-33 

Pope Francis:  “Today’s Gospel [Mt 13:24-43] presents two 
ways of acting and of experiencing 
history: on the one hand, the vision of 
the master who sees far; on the other, 
the perspective of the servants who see 
the problem. The servants care about a 

field without weeds; the master cares about good wheat. The 
Lord invites us to adopt his vision, one that is focused on 
good wheat, that knows how to protect it even amid the 
weeds. It is not those who are always searching for others’ 
limitations and flaws who cooperate well with God but, rather, 
those who know how to recognize the good that silently 
grows in the field of the Church and history, cultivating it until 
it becomes mature. And then, God, and he alone, will reward 
the good and punish the wicked. May the Virgin Mary help us 
to understand and imitate the patience of God, who does not 
want the loss of any of his children, whom he loves with a 
Father’s love” (Pope Francis, Angelus, 19 July 2020. For the 
full document, see www.vatican.va).  

Saturday, August 1 
Memorial of Saint Alphonsus Liguori, Bishop and Doctor of the 
Church   
8:30am  Jessica Roberts †  
5:30pm   Carol Mercer † 
7:30pm    John Bernardino Campos (int.) 
 

Sunday, August 2 
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30am  Eneida Pinhal † 
9:00am   Aniseta Marina Puertoreal † 
10:45am St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 
12:30pm  Catalina Maniscalco † 
2:00pm  Noelia Loaiza † 
5:30pm  Maria Linda Alcasid †  

 
Monday, August 3, 2020  
7:30am   Barbara Morrison †  
12:15pm Monica Kosiorek (int.) 
  

Tuesday, August 4, 2020 
Memorial of Saint John Vianney, Priest 
7:30am  Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Gray (int.) 
12:15pm  Michael Drabik † 
  

Wednesday, August 5, 2020 
The Dedication of the Basilica of Saint Mary Major 
7:30am  Consecrated Life & Priestly Vocations (int.) 
12:15pm 2020 Graduates (int.) 
 

Thursday, August 6, 2020 
Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord 
7:30am  Luzviminda Aguirre † 
12:15pm Delores Moore (int.) 
  

Friday, August 7, 2020 
Saint Sixtus II, Pope, and Companions, Martyrs; Saint Cajetan, 
Priest   
7:30am  Michael Songy † 
12:15pm Joseph Mullore † 
7:30pm  Zanarias Arado † 
 

Saturday, August 8 
Memorial of Saint Dominic, Priest  
8:30am  Lucy Nguyen † 
5:30pm   Anna Kovach † 
7:30pm    A Good Samaritan (int.) 
 

Sunday, August 9 
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30am  John “Jack” Lamb † 
9:00am   Jaroslaw P. Miernik † 
10:45am Matthew Brown † 
12:30pm  St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 
2:00pm  Maria Villagarcia † 
5:30pm  Don & Barbara Reighard † 

Prayer for Protection from Hurricanes:  God our Father, 

Lord of heaven and earth.  We praise you and thank you for 

your protection during the hurricane season.  Keep us and all 

your children safe from natural and manmade disasters.  Bless 

our families and bring peace to all nations.  We ask this 

through our Lord Jesus Christ who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen.   
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We pray for the repose of the souls of those recently 
departed: Antonio Victor Pagan, Joyce Cauchon, Joseph 
Fernandez, Zoila Rivas, Cielo Benedetti, Jerry Barker, Mary 
Therese Waddick, Carlos Policarpio, Reynaldo Alberto Colon, 
Sr., Alexander Kay Acosta, Mercedes Sison, and Victoria Hite. 
 
 

Please remember in your prayers those with 
various health needs: Mark Domantay, John 
Morrow, Bonnie Cayon, Billy Diaz, Patricia Smith, 
Jaime Zambrano, Mary Garcia, Allan Garcia, Frank 
Loscalzo, Doreen Miller and Leelah Sharma. 

Looking Ahead!  August 15: Assumption 
of Mary; August 21: “Back to School” Mass, 
12:15pm; August 22 - 23:  Blessing of Cars; 
August 23 - 26: Faith Formation Parent 
Meetings; August 30 - September 3: Faith 

Formation Classes begin; August 30 - September 7: Our 
Lady of Good Health Novena; September 7: Labor Day; 
September 8:  Feast of the Nativity of Mary and Our Lady of 
Good Health; September 11:  World Day of Prayer for Peace; 
September 12 - 13:  Ministry Fair; September 14 - 22: Padre 
Pio Novena; September 19: Our Lady of Penafrancia; 
September 23: Feast of Padre Pio; September 25 - October 
3:  St. Francis Novena.   

Ask It Basket:  “In the bulletin, there are 
references to ‘Doctor of the Church.’  
Could you explain?”   
 

Great question!  “Doctor of the Church” is a 
honorific title bestowed upon a saint by the Holy Father in 
recognition for the profound contribution of that person to 
our theological understanding of the faith through their life 
and writings.  There are presently 36 Doctors of the Church.  
 

If you have a question for the Ask It Basket, please send an 
email to Father Bill Swengros at: frbill@stpaulchurch.com 

Mass Blessings:  Today, we continue our presentation of the 
Liturgy of the Word.  Following the reforms 
of the Second Vatican Council, the Liturgy 
of the Word was expanded “so that a richer 
fare may be provided for the faithful at the 
table of God’s Word.”  Sunday’s Liturgy of 

the Word has been structured so that in the course of three 
years, most of the Bible, both Old and New Testaments, is 
proclaimed.  In addition, the Homily and Prayers of the 
Faithful have been given due importance and are to be 
omitted rarely. 
 

During the Mass, there are four readings from the Holy 
Scriptures.  The first reading is from the Old Testament or Acts 
of the Apostles during the Easter Season.  The second reading 
is the Responsorial Psalm which is usually taken from the Book 
of Psalms.  The third reading is from a New Testament epistle.  
And lastly and most importantly, there is the Gospel.  For 
convenience sake, these readings are organized in a book called 
the Lectionary although we could always read directly from the 
Bible.  The readings are taken from a slightly modified edition 
of the Revised New American Bible.  

Saints of God: Today, August 2nd, is the Feast of St. Peter 
Julian Eymard (1811-68).  As a youth, Peter 
had a great yearning to serve the Lord as 
priest.  He studied Latin in secret until his 
father allowed him to enter the seminary at 
the age of 18.  In 1834, he was ordained a 
diocesan priest but soon found himself drawn 
to the Marist order.  On May 25, 1845, Peter 
had a profound experience of Christ’s love 

while leading a Eucharistic procession.  In 1856, he started the 
Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament - an order dedicated to 
the Eucharistic Lord!  Soon afterwards, he started a women’s 
branch.  His passion was to promote Eucharistic adoration 
and devotion to the Sacred Heart.  We, at St. Paul, are blest to 
have Disciples of the Eucharist for high school youth, 
Apostles of the Eucharist for young adults, and Associates of 
the Blessed Sacrament for adults – all embracing the 
wonderful spirituality of St. Peter Julian Eymard.  “The 
Eucharist is the life of the people.” 

PARISH WEBSITE:  

www.stpaulchurch.com 
Thought for the Day: “A man who governs his passions is 
master of his world.”  
              – St. Dominic 

Deo Gratias:  We give thanks to God for our 
communications team.  The pandemic has 
created a tremendous opportunity/challenge 
for us to increase our social footprint through 
broadcast Masses, the parish app, Facebook 

and other social media platforms, mailings, etc.  We are so 
grateful for all our communications team has done to make 
this possible.  May God bless you!  We also thank everyone 
who made this weekend’s Family Retreat at Camp Good 
Counsel such a success.  May God bless you!  Finally, we 
received bulletins from Colorado and Indiana.  Thank you for 
you sharing bulletins from your travels with us!  We love to 
hear how God is blessing our sister parishes!  

Walk in the Footsteps of Jesus!  Interested in growing 
closer to the Lord?  Join Fr. Bill in a once in 
a lifetime pilgrimage to the Holy Land April 
12-22, 2021. Come visit Bethlehem, 
Nazareth, Capernaum, Cana, Caesarea by the 
Sea, Mount Carmel, Mount Tabor, Megiddo, 
Jericho, Qumram, Emmaus, Samaria and 
Jacob’s Well, and of course Jerusalem!  It 

will be an incredible experience of grace!  Now is the time to 
make a deposit to reserve your seat.  Please contact Martiza 
ASAP at igniteyourfaith@stpaulchurch.com or call her at 
(813) 363-8133.  There are only a few seats left so please 
reserve your spot today! 
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Divine Mercy in My Soul 
 

“O Jesus, eternal Truth, our Life, I 
call upon You and I beg Your 
mercy for poor sinners. O 
sweetest Heart of my Lord, full of 
pity and unfathomable mercy, I 
plead with You for poor sinners. 
O Most Sacred Heart, Fount of 
Mercy from which gush forth rays 
of inconceivable graces upon the 
entire human race, I beg of You 
light for poor sinners. O Jesus, be 
mindful of Your own bitter 
Passion and do not permit the loss 
of souls redeemed at so dear a 
price of Your most precious 
Blood. O Jesus, when I consider 
the great price of Your Blood, I 
rejoice at its immensity, for one 
drop alone would have been 
enough for the salvation of all 
sinners. Although sin is an abyss 
of wickedness and ingratitude, the 
price paid for us can never be 
equaled. Therefore, let every soul 
trust in the Passion of the Lord, 
and place its hope in His mercy. 
God will not deny His mercy to 
anyone. Heaven and earth may 
change, but God's mercy will 
never be exhausted. Oh, what 
immense joy burns in my heart 
when I contemplate Your 
incomprehensible goodness, O 
Jesus! I desire to bring all sinners 
to Your feet that they may glorify 
Your mercy throughout endless 
ages” (n. 72). 
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Tired of Writing Checks?  Our parish offers an Automatic 
Offering Plan.  You can choose to have 
money automatically withdrawn from your 
savings, checking or credit card account on a 
monthly or semi-monthly basis.  There is no 

charge for this service and it can be stopped at any time with 
only a weeks notice.  No more envelopes, no more writing 
checks, no more having to remember to bring your cash!  For 
more information, please visit www.stpaulchurch.com or 
contact Brian at the parish office at (813) 961-3023 or send an 
email to bsmith@stpaulchurch.com. 

First Friday Devotions:  This Friday is the first Friday of the 
month, a beautiful opportunity to develop your 
relationship with God.  This is a good time to 
examine your conscience and participate in the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation.  In addition to our 
normal Friday daily Masses, we offer a special 
Friday Mass beginning at 7:00pm with a Rosary in 

commemoration of Santo Niño and the Sacred Heart of Jesus.  
We also offer Eucharistic Adoration after the 7:30am Mass 
through to our Saturday 8:30am Mass.  Please come and bring 
a friend! 

Gluten Intolerant?  If you have an adverse reaction to the 
gluten found in bread, including the Holy 
Eucharist, there are low-gluten or “gluten free” 
altar breads available which contain less than 
0.00042% gluten.  If you would like to know more 

about the procedure we use at St. Paul to distribute the low-
gluten Hosts, contact Laurie Erickson at the parish office at  
(813) 961-3023. 
 

Hospital Visits: Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, our 
priests are not able to visit you in the hospital although all of 
the local hospitals have Catholic chaplains.  Our strong 
recommendation is to be anointed PRIOR to being admitted 
to the hospital whenever possible.  You can either call the 
office for an appointment, see a priest after any Mass, come to 
the communal anointing during the 8:30am Mass on the 
second Sunday of the month, or take advantage of our “drive 
thru” on Thursdays at 2:00pm.  We care! 

We want to celebrate!  Are you or a fellow parishioner 
celebrating a special milestone such as a birthday, 
anniversary, graduation, or other special event?  Are 
you expecting a child or preparing to move?  Please 
call Laurie at the parish office and let us know!  We 
would like to remember you in our prayers and in-

vite you to bring up the gifts at the Sunday Mass.  Let your 
parish family be a part of your celebration! 

 

Remember us! Resolve now not to be numbered among the 
more than 60% of adult Americans who die 
intestate.  If you die without a will the State will 
determine how your assets are to be disposed of.  
In addition to remembering your loved ones, 
include the parish in your will or beneficiaries of 

your trust or life insurance.  See your attorney for assistance or 
contact Brian Smith at the parish office at (813) 961-3023 or 
email  bsmith@stpaulchurch.com. 



Page 12  Ministries & Online Giving Page 12 

Legal Consultation & Referral Service  
Every Monday by appointment only 

  Please call (813) 961-3023 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Sign up for  
Online Giving!  

It’s fast, simple and 
convenient.  

 

Go to 

stpaulchurch.com  
and click on the 
Online Giving link or 
scan the QR code to 
the right with your 
phone for more info 
on how to sign up. 

Ministries are encouraged to send information 
regarding upcoming meetings and events to: 

bulletin@stpaulchurch.com  
 

Submissions for the bulletin are due 10 
days prior to the bulletin’s front cover 

date.  Please include the word 
“Bulletin” in the subject line of your 

email.  Thank you! 

 

St. Vincent  
de Paul Society 

 

Food Pantry Hours 
Monday & Thursday 9:00am - 12:00pm    

Assistance Line: (813) 264-3325  
 

 

The St. Vincent de Paul Society continues to help those in 
need in our community.  In addition to helping clients with 
their monetary needs, we are currently serving 50 - 60 families 
a week at our Food Pantry.  We could not do this without your 
very generous donations week after week! 
 

If you would like to help, food donations to the St. Vincent de 
Paul Food Pantry can be left in the marked baskets located in 
the Narthex.  Monetary donations can be dropped in the Poor 
Box, also located in the Narthex. Please make sure to specify 
SVDP in the memo line for check donations or you may use 
an offertory envelope for cash donations and label it SVDP.   
 

Pantry Wish List This Week: 

Canned Soup ▪ Cereal ▪ Evaporated Milk 

Mac & Cheese ▪ Peanut Butter ▪ Rice 
 

Thank you for your generosity! ~ SVdP Society 
 

*** Please note we are unable to use expired items *** 

“Building A New Church” 
 

Bible Study (in English) begins 
Wednesday, September 16th in 

the Family Center 
 

Morning sessions 
9:15am - 11:00 am 

 

Evening sessions 
7:30pm - 9:00pm 

 
 

Learn about the early history of the Church 
through the Acts of the Apostles! 

 

For more information, please send an email to: 
biblestudy@stpaulchurch.com 

Liturgical Ministries: St. Paul Parish is a great place 
because so many people are actively part of it! 
THANK YOU for sharing your outstanding 
gifts of time and talent! Our Volunteers are 
priceless!  Pray and contact us if you can help 
in these ways: Altar Servers, Eucharistic 

Ministers of Holy Communion, Ushers, Lectors, and 
Sacristans. Please contact Laurie Erickson, at (813) 961-3023 
or send an email to:  lerickson@stpaulchurch.com  

SPIRITUAL MOTHERHOOD FOR PRIESTS 
Ladies, if you appreciate all that our priests have 
been doing to keep our parishioners "in the fold" 
during this pandemic and are looking for a way 
to express your gratitude, please consider joining 
us on Thursdays after the 12:15pm Mass, as our 
ministry will pray for our priests.  If you can make it every 
week or only periodically, we welcome you!  If you wish to 
pray the rosary with us or simply sit with us in quiet prayer and 
solidarity for our priests, we welcome you!  For more 
information, email: spiritualmothers@stpaulchurch.com 
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Words of Wisdom: “There is nothing so great as the 
Eucharist. If God had something more precious, He would 
have given it to us.”  
       – St. John Vianney 

 
Isaiah 55:1-3  Nourishment of the 
New Covenant 
 
Reflection:  This reading begins the 
concluding chapter to "Second-Isaiah," 
probably written sometime in the late 
sixth-century, BC, when the Hebrews 
had returned from the Babylonian Exile 
and were attempting to re-establish their 
lives in Judah.  It is likely that they were 
totally dispirited, returning to a city that 
had been utterly destroyed two 
generations ago, and had not been 
rebuilt.  Note that the promise of 
nourishment (real nourishment) is 
offered at the same time as a "new 
covenant" in fulfillment of the promise 
to David (2 Sam. 7:14) that God's 
faithful love would never be withdrawn.  
It was hard for them to see this, since 
their city and God's temple were in 
ruins.  At issue is: "In times of deep 
problem, what will sustain (nourish) a 
people?"  The Lord invites the returnees 
to listen carefully; to open their minds 
and hear ts  to  the spir i tual 
nourishment...then will come the 
concrete, physical nourishment.   
 
 

II. Romans 8:35, 37-39  What is 
separable? 
 
Reflection: St. Paul concludes this 
section that we have been reading for 
three weeks with a hymn of affirmation.  
There is such a powerful bond between 
the love that Christ has for us, his 
church, that nothing in all creation can 
possibly sever that connection.  First, he 
refers to the common disappointments 
we all have, from "anguish" to the 
"sword."  Then he "ups the ante" to 
deal with the cosmic spiritual forces to 
which we are subject, from "death" to 
"principalities."  In other words, the 
character of the bond between Christ 
and us will resist any and all threats.  
But this is like separating a "person" 
from his "self."  It is an impossibility, 
just as it is impossible to separate the 
"vine" from the "branches."  If we look 
at a grapevine, we conclude that it is a 
singular entity. 
 
 
III. Matthew  14:13-21  Nourishment  
 
Reflection: Let us look beneath the 
mere narrative of "feeding" and see if 
we can see other symbolism at work.  
First, the disciples were directed to 
provide the food.  The people were 
specifically not to be "sent away," but to 

be taken care of then and there.  
Second, let's look at the similar language 
elsewhere in the Gospel of 
Matthew...namely, 26:26, where we see 
Jesus instituting the Eucharist.  There, 
as here, he "took" bread, "blessed," 
"broke," and "gave" the bread for 
everyone.  Once again, we ask what 
"nourishment" means.  In the Eucharist 
we have a sacramental source of 
nourishment, for it is received in 
"communion" with the others in the 
Church.  It is a "horizontal" sacrament, 
linking us one to the other.  And we can 
be nourished only in community, as 
anyone knows who sees the alienation 
of those who cannot make a connection 
with others.  There is a deep risk in 
contemporary society that technology is 
attacking the embeddedness of who we 
are by focusing on our "individuality," 
and forgetting about our "community."  
This Gospel Story is not about a 
"miracle" of producing food for 5,000 
men plus women and children; it is 
about the miracle that occurs when 
Christ-centered community is brought 
about.  † 

Due to copyright restrictions, we are 
not able to print the Scriptures with the 

Reflections of Dr. Jack Conroy.   

Faith in Action:  “Jesus said to them, ‘There is 
no need for them to go away; give them some 
food yourselves’” (Mt 14:16).  This is what Jesus 
said right before he fed the five thousand men. 

How often do we really place our trust in Jesus when the 
situation looks grim? With Jesus, no gift is too small or 
insignificant when offered with love. But, we have to do our 
part. We should trust that Jesus will provide all that we need. 
We need to believe that Jesus has a better plan in store for us. 

On a Lighter Note: Mr. Green peered over his 
fence and noticed that the neighbor's little boy was 
in his backyard filling in a hole. Curious about what 
the youngster was up to, Mr. Green asked, "What 

are you doing, Jimmy?"  Tearfully, little Jimmy replied, "My 
goldfish died, and I've just buried him."  "That's an awfully 
large hole for a goldfish, isn't it?" Mr. Green said.  Patting 
down the last bit of earth, little Joey replied, "That's because 
he's in your cat!" 

Welcome! We welcome the new parishioners 
to our parish family:  Mr. and Mrs. Alberto 
Castillo ▪ Mr. Erick Orellana and Ms. Jenny 
Torres ▪ Mr. Gustavo Vargas and Ms. Catalina 
Fonseca ▪ Mr. and Mrs. Mohan Varghese 

Living Liturgy: Many times in the Gospels we 
hear of Jesus going off to a “deserted place by 
himself” in order to pray.  Where do you find 
solace and quiet to pray? 

OUR PARISH WEBSITE IS UPDATED DAILY!   GO NOW TO:  WWW.STPAULCHURCH.COM 

Santo Niño Shrine: We thank the devotees of Santo Niño for 
allowing us to use the Shrine for Eucharistic Adoration for the 
past three months.  We will continue to offer this opportunity to 
adore the Lord 24/7.   Please join us for the First Friday Novena 
and Mass in honor of St. Niño on August 7th at 7:00pm! 


