
Oh Come, Let us Adore Him!  
Every Wednesday and Friday  

 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time                                Sunday, August 30, 2020 

"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,  
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian  

community of faith, living our love for God and neighbor while growing together as disciples of Christ." 

WEEKEND MASSES 
 

Saturday Vigil Masses 
5:30pm   

Missa em Português: 7:30pm 
 

Sunday Masses 
7:30am, 9:00am, 10:45am,  

12:30pm, 5:30pm 
Misa en Español:  2:00pm  

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
 

Monday through Friday 
7:30am and 12:15pm 

 

Saturday 
8:30am 

 

First Friday Mass 7:30pm 
Third Friday Mass 7:30pm 

*Fourth Friday Mass 7:30pm  
*(en Español) 

 

Reconciliation (Confession) 
Monday - Friday  
11:00am - Noon 

 

Saturdays 
10:00am and 4:00pm  

or upon request 
 

Eucharistic Exposition 
Monday -  Thursday 
8:00am to 4:00pm 

Friday 8:30am - Saturday 8:30am 
 

Morning Prayer 
Monday - Friday 7:00am 

Saturday 8:00am 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Every Second Saturday  
of the Month at 8:30am, 

Thursdays at 2:00pm 
underneath the church 

overhang or upon request 
 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday  

8:00am to 4:00pm 
 

Website: 
www.stpaulchurch.com 

 

Contact us at: 
info@stpaulchurch.com 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE… 
 

Our Lady of Good 
Health Novena 

Schedule 
Page 4 

 

Ministry Updates 
Page 12 

St. Paul Catholic Church 
and Preschool 

 

www.stpaulchurch.com 

12708 North Dale Mabry Highway, Tampa, Florida  33618-2802     

Phone  (813) 961-3023  †  Fax  (813) 962-8780  



NOVENA SCHEDULE (SEE PAGE 4) 
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We’re here to serve you! 
 

Clergy 
Fr. Bill Swengros    Pastor 
Fr. Robert Romaine  Parochial Vicar, Adult 
 Confirmation 
Fr. Ambrose  Parochial Vicar,  
Kadambukatt, OCD Ministry to Homebound 
 and Nursing Homes 
Fr. Peter Okojie Parochial Vicar, 
 Communications  
 (App, Website) 
Deacon Carlos Celaya  RCIA 
Deacon Ray Dever     Mental Health Support 
Deacon Frank Henriquez   
Deacon Rich Spiro     
 

Faith Formation 
Carmen Cayon Director 
Sonia Eberhardt         K-5 Faith Formation  
 Coordinator, First 
 Holy Communion Prep. 
Laura Wendt    High School Youth 
 Minister 
Maria Costa                 Baptism, Marriage, 
 RCIA, Quinceañeras 
Vanessa Vasquez           Faith Formation
 Assistant (Records) 
 

Preschool 
Mindy Geer                Director 
Kelly Mende Assistant Director 
 

Liturgy 
Laurie Erickson Liturgist, Director of  
 Ministries 
Mary Gant                   Music Director, 
 Bereavement Minister 
 

Parish Support 
Brian Smith       Parish Manager  
Barbara Gray               Pastoral Administrative 
  Assistant (Scheduling)     
Sam Mathai Maintenance 
Charles Yezak, Jr.        Director of 
 Communications  
Louis Gobin Accountant 
 
 

  
www.stpaulchurch.com 
 

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 
 

info@stpaulchurch.com 
 

 
 

Our Vision Statement:  
“Growing Together as Disciples 

of Christ.” 
 

Front cover photo credits:   
Charles Yezak, Jr. 

Sign up for Online 
Giving!  

It’s fast, simple  
and convenient.  

 
Go to stpaulchurch.com  
and click on the Online Giving link or 
scan the QR code to the right with 
your phone or tablet for more info on 
how to sign up today! 

 
 

 

 

 

The First Friday Novena 

and Mass in honor of the 

Holy Child, Santo Niño will 

begin after the conclusion 

of The Our Lady of Good 

Health Novena at ~7:30pm 

on Friday, September 4.     

http://www.StPaulChurch.com


My dear friends, 
 

Earlier this month, our Holy Father began a series of 
talks during his weekly Wednesday audience entitled: 
“To Heal the World.”  He writes:  
 

Although the Church administers Christ’s healing 
grace through the Sacraments, and although she 
provides healthcare services in the remotest corners 
of the planet, she is not an expert in the prevention 
or the cure of the pandemic. She helps with the sick, 
but she is not an expert. Neither does she give 
specific socio-political pointers (see St Paul VI, 
Apostolic Letter Octogesima adveniens, 14 May 
1971, no. 4). This is the job of political and social 
leaders. Nevertheless, over the centuries, and by the 
light of the Gospel, the Church has developed 
several social principles which are fundamental (see 
The Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the 
Church, 160-208), principles that can help us move 
forward in preparing the future that we need. I cite 
the main ones which are closely connected: the 
principle of the dignity of the person, the principle 
of the common good, the principle of the 
preferential option for the poor, the principle of the 
universal destination of goods, the principle of the 
solidarity, of subsidiarity, the principle of the care 

for our common home. These principles help the 
leaders, those responsible for society, to foster 
growth and also, as in the case of the pandemic, the 
healing of the personal and social fabric. All of these 
principles express in different ways the virtues of 
faith, hope and love. 

 

We will share excerpts from his teachings each week in 
the bulletin.  The full statements are readily available 
online at www.vatican.va under “Audiences.”   
 

Of course, one of the most important things we can do 
is to pray.  To that end, the Holy See has promulgated a 
special Mass, “In Time of Pandemic.”  We will be 
praying these texts this weekend.  I pray that they bring 
you consolation and that God may hear our pleas.  In 
union with this initiative, our novena to Our Lady of 
Good Health begins after the 5:30pm Mass on Sunday 
and continues each evening until the Festival Mass on 
September 8th.  Please see page 4 of this bulletin for 
more information. 
 

Here at St. Paul’s, our Preschool opened this past week 
and our little ones are eagerly engaged in the great 
adventure of learning.  We are blest with an amazing 
team of teachers and assistants and our parents are 
eager to partner with us to ensure that this year is a 
wonderful and healthy year for all! 
 

This weekend marks the beginning of a new year of 
Faith Formation.  We offer “Face to Face” classes, 
remote learning experiences, and home schooling.  
Remember every child not attending Catholic School 
must be registered and EVERY child anticipating 
receiving First Holy Communion or Confirmation this 
year must also be registered.  Please contact the parish 
office for more information. 
 

For those who are children at heart, our Bible Studies 
are all in full swing... albeit remotely.  You are also 
welcome to join me via Facebook as we prayerfully 
reflect on “The New Testament in 20/20”. This week, 
we are reading Paul’s letters to Philemon and 
Colossians!  Please join us at St Paul Tampa Parish.  
 

May God bless you and keep you holy, healthy, happy, 
and safe and sound! 

 
 

 
 

Fr. Bill Swengros 
Pastor 
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ANNUAL  NOVENA 
AUGUST 30 - SEPTEMBER 8, 2020 

OUR LADY OF GOOD HEALTH SHRINE 
(RAIN LOCATION:  MAIN CHURCH) 

 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 30  

(STARTS AFTER THE 5:30PM MASS) 
 

MONDAY, AUGUST 31 THROUGH 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3 @ 7:30PM 
 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 4 @ 7:00PM 
 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5 & SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6  

(STARTS AFTER THE 5:30PM MASS) 
 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 @ 7:30PM 
 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 (FEAST DAY) @ 7:30PM 
 

E-MAIL:  OURLADYOFGOODHEALTH@STPAULCHURCH.COM 
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• The Parish Office will be CLOSED on Labor Day, Monday, September 7 
• Masses will be held at 7:30am & 12:15pm  
• Eucharistic Adoration will be offered between 8:00am - 4:00pm 
• The Parish Office will re-open on Tuesday, September 8 at 8:00am 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 
7:00PM ROSARY ▪ 7:30PM MASS 
OUR LADY OF GOOD HEALTH SHRINE 

(RAIN LOCATION:  MAIN CHURCH) 

 

NOVENA  IN  HONOR  OF 
 

 
 
 

 

SEPTEMBER 14 - 

SEPTEMBER 22 

1:00PM 
 

The novena in honor of 
Padre Pio will be held at 
1:00pm each day in the 

church during the weekdays 
and at the Padre Pio 

Shrine on campus on the 
weekends. (Sept. 19 & 20).  
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INFANT BAPTISM 

 

God reaches out to us in all kinds of ways. The desire in 
your heart to baptize your child is one of them. The 
promises you make for your child on this day will begin to 
form your child into a faithful follower of Christ. 
However, the day of baptism is only the beginning of this 
journey. Baptism is indeed a life changing event! 
 
If you desire the Sacrament of Baptism for your baby, or 
more information on baptisms here at St. Paul Catholic 
Church, please contact Maria Costa via email at: 
mcosta@stpaulchurch.com or by phone at (813) 961-
3023. Parents and Godparents will be asked to attend a 
baptismal preparation class. 

Page 6 Page 6 
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  St. Paul Faith Formation     
We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace 

Faith Formation Catechist  
Help Needed! 

 

Does this describe you? 
 Faith Filled, fully initiated Catholic over the age of 18 
 Loves to share their Catholic faith with others 
 Interested in being part of a mission that is about God 

and His glory 
 Interested in being a disciple maker to children and 

adults in our parish 
 

If so....we have been looking for YOU!   
 

The mission of God is about his glory, which he achieves 
through redeeming and reconciling an unworthy people to 
himself.  You and I faithfully live out the mission of God by 
being messengers of reconciliation (disciple makers) to 
children and adults in our Faith Formation/RCIA process 
here at St. Paul Catholic Church. 
 

If you are interested, please send an email to the Director of 
Religious Education, Mrs. Carmen Cayon, at 
ccayon@stpaulchurch.com or call the Faith Formation 
office at (813) 961-3023 for more information. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

• Faith Formation Classes will begin the 
week of August 30 - September 2 

• All registered families will receive an 
email with information related to the 
2020-2021 Faith Formation year 

• To register your child or if you have 

questions or concerns, please contact 
the Faith Formation Office at (813) 
961-3023 or email Carmen Cayon, 

Director of Faith Formation, at:  
ccayon@stpaulchurch.com 

 

Rite of  
Christian Initiation 

of Adults 
 

 

RCIA  
Orientation Session 

Thursday, September 3 7:00pm 
Parish Center 

 

Come and see what this journey is all about 
as you prepare to receive the Sacraments in 
the Catholic Church,. 
 

Please remember to wear your 
mask and bring your hand 
sanitizer. 
 

Please RSVP to Maria Costa at 
813-264-3305 or email: 
mcosta@stpaulchurch.com 
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Baptism Ministry Help Needed 
We are looking for active, faith filled, 
Catholic men and women who feel God is 
calling them to helping with Baptism 
Ministry during this time. The commitment 
is no more than 2 hours on a Saturday 
morning for a few times during each 

month. If  you are bilingual, that would be very 
helpful.  Please contact our office by email at 
baptism@stpaulchurch.com or by calling us on the 
phone at (813) 961-3023 for more details.   

St. Paul Tampa Youth Group Instagram Account: 

stpaultampayg 

Interested in receiving text messages 
regarding upcoming Youth Group activities 

and events? If YES, text: 
@9bf4c7 to 81010 

for the Youth Group Remind App! 

 

 
The reading schedule for 
this week is as follows: 

 

Saturday 8/29   Mk 15:26-47 
Sunday 8/30   Mk 16 
Monday 8/31   Phil 1 
Tuesday 9/1  Phil 2 
Wednesday 9/2 Phil 3 
Thursday 9/3   Phil 4 
Friday 9/4   Col 1 
Saturday 9/5   Col 2 
Sunday 9/6   Col 3 
 

The entire New Testament 
reading schedule can be 

found on our app or on our 
webpage at:   

www.stpaulchurch.com 
 

For Father Bill’s 
commentary, please join 

our Facebook page: 
www.facebook.com/

stpaultpa 

PARISH WEBSITE 

WWW.STPAULCHURCH.COM  



 

WE WELCOME THE  
NEWEST MEMBERS TO  
OUR ST. PAUL FAMILY! 

 

Ms. Lori Rodriguez 
Ms. Katherine Napier 

Mr. Fabio Quiroz & Ms. Mayvis Lavin 
Mr. Daniel Barboza & Ms. Stefania Cuffaro 

Mr. Manuel Gomez & Ms. Micaela Hernandez-Diaz 
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Pope Francis:  Our Holy Father recently began a series of 
teachings during his  weekly 
Wednesday Audiences on a Christian 
response to the Covid-19 pandemic.  
They are excellent and are available 
at vatican.va.  We will provide 
excerpts each week in our bulletin. 

 

The pandemic continues to cause deep wounds, exposing our 
vulnerability. On every continent there are many who have 
died, many are ill. Many people and many families are living a 
time of uncertainty because of socio-economic problems 
which especially affect the poorest. 
 

Thus, we must keep our gaze firmly fixed on Jesus (see Heb 
12:2): in the midst of this pandemic, our eyes on Jesus; and 
with this faith embrace the hope of the Kingdom of God that 
Jesus Himself brings us (see Mk 1:5; Mt 4:17; CCC 2816). A 
Kingdom of healing and of salvation that is already present in 
our midst (see Lk 10:11). A Kingdom of justice and of peace 
that is manifested through works of charity, which in their 
turn increase hope and strengthen faith (see 1 Cor 13:13). 
Within the Christian tradition, faith, hope and charity are 
much more than feelings or attitudes. They are virtues infused 
in us through the grace of the Holy Spirit (see CCC, 1812, 
1813): gifts that heal us and that make us healers, gifts that 
open us to new horizons, even while we are navigating the 
difficult waters of our time … 
 

And so we can ask ourselves: today, in what way can we help 
heal our world? As disciples of the Lord Jesus, who is the 
physician of our souls and bodies, we are called to continue 
“His work, work of healing and salvation” (CCC, 1421) in a 
physical, social and spiritual sense … 
 

In the next few weeks, I invite you to tackle together the 
pressing questions that the pandemic has brought to the fore, 
social ills above all. And we will do it in the light of the 
Gospel, of the theological virtues and of the principles of the 
Church’s social doctrine. We will explore together how our 
Catholic social tradition can help the human family heal this 
world that suffers from serious illnesses. It is my desire that 
everyone reflect and work together, as followers of Jesus who 
heals, to construct a better world, full of hope for future 
generations (see Apostolic Exhortation, Evangelii gaudium, 
24, November 2013, no. 183). Thank you” (Pope Francis, 
Audience, 5 August 2020. For the full document, see 
www.vatican.va).  

Saturday, August 29, 2020 

Memorial of the Passion of Saint John the Baptist 
8:30am  Consuelo De Jimenez † 

5:30pm   Phillip A. Bowers † 

7:30pm    St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 
 

Sunday, August 30, 2020 

Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:30am  Penny Haladay †  

9:00am   John Hendrickson † 

10:45am Robert Durst † 

12:30pm  Gloria Morales † 

2:00pm  Jesus Bravo † 

5:30pm  Modesta & Raul Rodriguez † 

 

Monday, August 31, 2020 
7:30am   Theodora Gobin † 

12:15pm Armando & Hortense Pinero † 
  

Tuesday, September 1, 2020 
7:30am  Sophie Ratka † 

12:15pm  Hector Zambrano † 
 

Wednesday, September 2, 2020 
7:30am  Consecrated Life & Priestly Vocations (int.) 

12:15pm Cecilia Snow † 

 

Thursday, September 3, 2020 

Memorial of Saint Gregory the Great, Pope and Doctor of  

the Church 
7:30am  Jose Maria Paulos † 

12:15pm Michael Zwiesler †  
 

Friday, September 4, 2020 
7:30am  Ratke Family † 

12:15pm Jaxon Raiano (int.) 

7:30pm  Santo Niño Devotees (int.) 

 

Saturday, September 5, 2020 
8:30am  Louis Gobin (int.) 

5:30pm   St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 

7:30pm    Jorge Zorrillo † 
 

Sunday, September 6, 2020 

Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:30am  Josephine & Ted Kardys † 

9:00am   Josefa Briceno † 

10:45am Richard Smith † 

12:30pm  Celia Morales † 

2:00pm  Eva Nuñez † 

5:30pm  Students Returning to School (int.) 
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We pray for the repose of the souls of those recently 
departed: John Matera, Sr., Anthony Cutrono, Jr., Orifiel 
Barredo, Howard Workowski, Thomas Henry Santiago, Ana 
Basques, Manuel Emilio Farfan, Pastor Umberto Lopez, 
Marlene Wohl, Antonio Victor Pagan, and Joyce Cauchon. 
 
 

Please remember in your prayers those with 
various health needs: Mark Domantay, John 
Morrow, Bonnie Cayon, Billy Diaz, Patricia Smith, 
Jaime Zambrano, Mary Garcia, Allan Garcia, Frank 
Loscalzo, Doreen Miller and Leelah Sharma. 

Looking Ahead!  August 30 - September 
3: Faith Formation Classes begin; August 30 
- September 7: Our Lady of Good Health 
Novena; September 7: Labor Day; 
September 8:  Feast of the Nativity of Mary 

and Our Lady of Good Health; September 11:  World Day of 
Prayer for Peace; September 12 - 13:  Ministry Fair; 
September 14 - 22: Padre Pio Novena; September 19: Our 
Lady of Penafrancia; September 23: Feast of Padre Pio; 
September 25 - October 3:  St. Francis Novena.   

Ask It Basket:  “What is a Quinceañera?”   
A “Quinceanera” is a beautiful tradition rooted 
in many Latino countries.  It is a celebration of a 
young woman’s 15th birthday and her entry into 

womanhood.  During the Mass or ceremony, the young 
woman thanks God for the blessings she has received and, 
following the example of our Blessed Mother, renews her 
baptismal promise to love and serve God all her life.  The 
parents often offer a prayer as well.  There are customary gifts 
to mark this special occasion such as a rosary, bible, ring, or 
cross.  In some cultures the young Quineañera may be 
accompanied by her young friends.  Afterwards, there may be 
a reception.  Today, many young men are also requestion a 
similar ceremony to mark their 15th birthday.  At St. Paul, we 
encourage families to keep this beautiful tradition, preferably 
AFTER she or he has been confirmed.  We also encourage 
modest celebrations which focus on the religious reason for 
the celebration as they can be financially burdensome for 
families.  If you are interested in knowing more, please contact 
Maria Costa at the parish office! 

 
If you have a question for the Ask It Basket, please send an 
email to Father Bill Swengros at: frbill@stpaulchurch.com 

Saints of God:  Tuesday is the feast day of St. Simeon 
Stylites the Elder, hermit († 459).  St 
Simeon entered a monastery at 16 but 
within two years, was asked to leave 
because of his extreme penances.  He then 
lived in his own hut as a hermit, fasting 
entirely from food during Lent.  The first 
year, he was unconscious by Easter 
morning.  Thankfully, some monks found 
him and revived him.  Three years later, 

Simeon went to the desert where he chained himself to a 
rocky mount.  So many people came to visit him, he built a 
nine foot tall pillar of stone about 20 miles from present-day 
Aleppo, Syria.  He lived on a platform at the top, standing 
most of the time.  As time went on, he built taller pillars.  
When he died 37 years later, the pillar on which he lived was 
50 feet high!  People loved him and came twice a day for his 
homilies and for spiritual advice.  After his death, a church 
and monastery were built over his remains.  It has now been 
destroyed by radical Islamist groups. 

Scripture Readings  
for the Week of August 30, 2020 
 

Sunday Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Jer 20:7-9; Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9; Rom 12:1-2;  
 Mt 16:21-27 
Monday 1 Cor 2:1-5; Ps 119:97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102;  
 Lk 4:16-30 
Tuesday 1 Cor 2:10b-16; Ps 145:8-9, 10-11, 12-13ab,  
 13cd-14; Lk 4:31-37 
Wednesday 1 Cor 3:1-9; Ps 33:12-13, 14-15, 20-21;  
 Lk 4:38-44 
Thursday 1 Cor 3:18-23; Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6; Lk 5:1-11 
Friday 1 Cor 4:1-5; Ps 37:3-4, 5-6, 27-28, 39-40;  
 Lk 5:33-39 
Saturday 1 Cor 4:6b-15; Ps 145:17-18, 19-20, 21;  
 Lk 6:1-5 
Sunday Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Ez 33:7-9; Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9; Rom 13:8-10;  
 Mt 18:15-20 

First Friday Devotions:  This Friday is the first Friday of the 
month, a beautiful opportunity to develop your 
relationship with God.  This is a good time to 
examine your conscience and participate in the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation.  In addition to our 
normal Friday daily Masses, we offer a special 
Friday Mass beginning at 7:00pm with a Rosary in 

commemoration of Santo Niño and the Sacred Heart of Jesus.  
We also offer Eucharistic Adoration after the 7:30am Mass 
through to our Saturday 8:30am Mass.  Please come and bring 
a friend! 

Thought for the Day:  “If you judge people, you have no 
time to love them.”  
            – St. Teresa of Calcutta 

Deo Gratias: We thank God for those who 
offered to help us purchase new altar server 
vestments so that our servers don’t have to share 
clothes during this pandemic.  We also thank those 

who offered to help cover the deductibles from our recent 
lightening strike.  May God bless them all!  Also, don’t forget, if 
you are traveling, please bring us bulletins from your travels.  
We love to hear how God is blessing our sister parishes!  
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Divine Mercy in My Soul 

 

“Once when I was being crushed by 

these dreadful sufferings, I went 

into the chapel and said from the 

bottom of my soul, "Do what You 

will with me, O Jesus; I will adore 

You in everything. May Your will 

be done in me, O my Lord and my 

God, and I will praise Your infinite 

mercy." Through this act of 

submission, these terrible torments 

left me. Suddenly I saw Jesus, who 

said to me, I am always in your 

heart. An inconceivable joy entered 

my soul, and a great love of God set 

my heart aflame. I see that God 

never tries us beyond what we are 

able to suffer. Oh, I fear nothing; if 

God sends such great suffering to a 

soul, He upholds it with an even 

greater grace, although we are not 

aware of it. One act of trust at such 

moments gives greater glory to God 

than whole hours passed in prayer 

filled with consolations. Now I see 

that if God wants to keep a soul in 

darkness, no book, no confessor 

can bring it light” (n. 78). 



Articles & St. Paul Catholic Preschool 

Mass Appeal:  The proclamation of the Gospels is the high 
point of the Liturgy of the Word because they 
contain the words and deeds of Jesus Christ.  
That is why we carry the Book of Gospels in 
great honor as we process to the ambo or 
pulpit while singing “Alleluia” (which means 

“Praise the Lord”) or during Lent, another song of praise.  We 
stand together as a sign of our united respect and alertness in 
the presence of the Risen Lord.  We make the sign of the 
cross on the book, forehead, mouth and heart to express our 
readiness to open our mind to the Word, confess it with the 
mouth, and to safeguard it in the heart.  This is a time of joyful 
expectation as we eagerly await the Good News. 
 

We believe it is Christ himself is present and speaks to us 
through the instrument of the deacon or priest.  We hear the 
living words of God - the words of everlasting life!  This 
experience of listening to the Gospels changes us.  In fact, 
after the proclamation of the Gospel the priest or deacon 
prays “Through the words of the Gospel may our sins be 
wiped away.” 
 

Afterwards, we sit for the homily.  Based on some aspect of 
the Sacred Scriptures, text of the Mass, or Saint of the day, the 
priest or deacon helps the community to understand and to 
apply the teachings of Jesus Christ to our daily lives.  One of 
the things we can do to help make our liturgies more 
meaningful is to discuss the readings and homily on the way 
home.  What did the Lord reveal to you?  How will you apply 
it to your life this week?  

License # CHC 110273  

Excellence in Catholic preschool education for 40 years 

Office: 813-264-3383 ▪ Email: preschool@stpaulchurch.com 

After weeks of research, preparation and many prayers, St. 
Paul Catholic Preschool has opened for the 2020-2021 school 
year! With only a few tears, the children are adjusting to their 
classrooms, the teachers, and the companionship of their new 
friends. The very dedicated teaching staff have worked 
diligently to prepare classrooms that are safe and inviting for 
their students. Thank you for your continued support and 
prayers for our preschool! 
 

We have a few openings in our three year old classroom. This 

class meets on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8:10am - 1:00pm. 

The children stay and have lunch with their teachers. If 

interested, please call (813) 264-3314.  

Safe Environment:  Our parish is follows Safe 
Environment protocols.  Every adult who 
supervises children is required to complete the 
Safe Environment Training and requisite 
background checks.  In addition, throughout 
the year we teach our children and teens about 
appropriate behavior and ways to avoid and 

report abuse.  We also offer workshops to help our parents to 
protect their children.  If you would like more information on 
our programs, please contact our Faith Formation office.  If 
you or anyone you love has suffered from abuse, please 
contact the police and our Victim Assistance Minister (toll free 
1-866-407-4505).  Safety is everyone’s concern! 

Prayer for Protection from Hurricanes:  God, our 

Father, Creator and Lord of the 
Universe, you have set the earth on 
its foundation and all elements of 
nature obey your command.  We 
humbly beseech you to keep us safe 
from all dangers and to calm the 

storms that threaten us.  May we be secure in your loving 
protection and serve you always with grateful hearts.  We ask 
this through our Lord, Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and 
ever.  Amen. 
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Legal Consultation & Referral Service  
Every Monday by appointment only 

  Please call (813) 961-3023 

Ministries are encouraged to send information regarding 
upcoming meetings and events to: 

bulletin@stpaulchurch.com 
 

Submissions for the bulletin are due 10 days 
prior to the bulletin’s front cover date.  Please 
include the word “Bulletin” in the subject line 

of your email.  Thank you! 

“Building A New Church” 
 

Bible Study (in English) begins 
Wednesday, September 16th in the 

Family Center 
 

Morning sessions 
9:15am - 11:00 am 

 

Evening sessions 
7:30pm - 9:00pm 

 

Learn about the early history of the Church 
through the Acts of the Apostles! 

 

For more information, please send an email to: 
biblestudy@stpaulchurch.com 

 

St. Vincent  
de Paul Society 

 

Food Pantry Hours 
Monday & Thursday 9:00am - 12:00pm    

Assistance Line: (813) 264-3325  
 

The St. Vincent de Paul Society continues to help those in 
need in our community.  In addition to helping clients with 
their monetary needs, we are currently serving 50 - 60 families 
a week at our Food Pantry.  We could not do this without your 
very generous donations week after week! 
 

If you would like to help, food donations to the St. Vincent de 
Paul Food Pantry can be left in the marked baskets located in 
the Narthex.  Monetary donations can be dropped in the Poor 
Box, also located in the Narthex. Please make sure to specify 
SVDP in the memo line for check donations or you may use 
an offertory envelope for cash donations and label it SVDP.   
 

Pantry Wish List This Week: 

Boxed Rice ▪ Canned Fruit ▪ Canned Meat 

Canned Soup ▪ Crackers ▪ Tuna 

 

Thank you for your generosity!  ~ SVdP Society 
 

*** Please note we are unable to use expired items  *** 

COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN UPDATE 
 

The Council of Catholic Women (CCW) 
held their Zoom meeting in August.  Connie, 
the President, provided an update on the 
various activities and opportunities to engage 
during these times.  Mary Beth and Dee led 
the group in the Rosary. There were 26 

online participants.  The 
Council of Catholic Women 
continues to be connected 
in prayer during these 
times.  We are praying for all 
St. Paul Parishioners.  For 
more information, email:  
ccw@stpaulchurch.com 

Shawls of Hope Ministry Continues 
To Share Hope and Love in the 

Midst of the Pandemic 
 

Shawls of Hope members haven't let this 
pandemic slow them down from their 
mission of sharing hope and love with 
others.  They have created 300 sanitizer cozies for 
parishioners who serve in our church ministries.  Over 30 
shawls have been given to those in nursing homes and the 
home bound.   The ministry has expanded  their outreach to 
new moms and babies with the donation of two dozen baby 
blankets, booties and hats. They are holding meetings twice a 
month on Zoom for now… inspiring each other, learning 
new patterns, and praying together. 

Are you interested in 
participating in a Women's 

Catholic Study? 
. 

Join the Women of Grace 
Foundational Study at  

St. Paul Catholic Church! 
 

The Women of Grace Study is a wonderful review of the 
Catholic faith for women with an emphasis on the gift of 
femininity and the purpose and mission of women in the 
world today.  We will review the lives of women saints and 
holy women throughout the history of the Church.  With the 
Blessed Virgin Mary as our Spiritual Mother, we grow in 
feminine virtue and fulfillment. 
 

Our parish is offering the nine week Foundational Women 
of Grace study.  We will meet online in a Zoom format from 
7:00pm-8:30pm on Wednesdays, beginning September 23

rd
 

through Wednesday November 18
th
.  There will be an 

online, informational session on Wednesday, September 
16

th
 at 7:00pm for those planning to participate as well as 

those interested in learning more about the study. 
 

If you are interested in attending the study or learning 
more you must email Allison Poff & Judy Johnston at 
women-of-grace@stpaulchurch.com as we will send you 
the Zoom links to access the informational session and 
subsequent meetings. 



On a Lighter Note:  There is old man Dic-Tate 
who wants to run everything, while Uncle Ro-Tate 
tries to change everything. There’s sister Agi-Tate 
who stirs up plenty of trouble, with help from her 

husband, Irri-Tate. Whenever new projects are suggested, 
Hesi-Tate and his wife, Vege-Tate, want to wait until next 
year. Then there is Aunt Imi-Tate, who wants our church to 
be like all the others. Devas-Tate provides the voice of doom, 
while Poten-Tate wants to be a big shot. But not all members 
of the family are bad. Brother Facili-Tate is quite helpful in 
church matters. And a delightful, happy member of the family 
is Miss Felici-Tate. Cousins Cogi-Tate and Medi-Tate always 
think things over and lend helpful, steady hands. And of 
course there is the black sheep of the family, Ampu-Tate, 
who has completely cut himself off from the church. How 
about it – do you know anyone in our parish who belongs to 
the “Tate” family?  

Reflections Page 13 

Words of Wisdom: “The sacred Scriptures grow with the 
one who reads them.” 
            – St. Gregory the Great 

 
I.  Jeremiah 20:7-9. From his 
"Confessions." 
 
Reflection: We spoke last week about 
how Isaiah was not an "ordinary" temple 
prophet who placed the "Good 
Housekeeping Seal of Approval" on 
everything the King did.  Neither was 
Jeremiah.  He was always haranguing the 
power-structure, constantly challenging 
what he saw as Godless activity.  So, he 
periodically found himself in persecuted, 
jeered at, tossed in jail or in stocks subject 
to the ridicule of the people.  He is also 
mercurial; in one set of verses (these) he 
sounds depressed...but a few verses 
further on (11-13) we see him get his act 
back together and affirm that YHWH is 
at his side as a hero.  Today's verses 
express the "real" side of the prophet, 
when it seems like it isn't worth it.  But he 
recognizes a "fire burning in my heart," 
and sees that he is condemned to his 
vocation of crying out against injustice.  
He introduced a good deal of "interiority" 
into what was to become Judaism--and 
Christianity, a flash of which we see here. 
 
 

II. Romans 12:1-2.  Exhortation. 
 
Reflection:  This reading begins the final 
section of this letter, and consists of a 
series of "exhortations," a standard topos 
in ancient letter-writing.  Recall that St. 
Paul has rejected "The Law" as the means 
of salvation; and this includes sacrifice in 
the Temple.  Hence, we see him 
substituting the Christian Community as 
the locus for worship, instead of the 
Temple.  This means that the Spirit dwells 
within the Community, and not in the 
Temple (see Ex. 40:34-38). We also see an 
allusion to a "New Covenant," violating 
an attitude that was well entrenched in the 
ancient world, that the "Valuable" was the 
"Ancient."  To trample upon Tradition 
was almost unthinkable; Paul proposed a 
novel approach to spirituality was radical 
and difficult.  Imagine today if a radical 
preacher entered our church and began to 
challenge our Tradition.  Would he or she 
find easy acceptance?  I doubt it.  That 
was the position of St. Paul.  He was 
challenging Tradition...in the same way 
that Jeremiah did!  We accept St. Paul and 
Jeremiah, but lots of people like us didn't 
back then.  Makes one think, doesn't it? 
 
 
III. Matthew 16:21-27.  First Passion 

Prediction. 

Reflection: Some of the ancient 
commentaries on Matthew's Gospel 
suggest that he favored Peter.  Last week, 
in the verses immediately preceding 
these, we saw Peter invested with 
authority.  But within the same literary 
conversation, Jesus calls him "Satan."  
First, Peter's humanity shows forth, just 
as his perceptiveness afforded by God 
did a few verses before.  Matthew takes 
an even-handed approach to this person; 
he wins a few, and he loses a few...just 
like us.  We then read a passage 
appearing in  Mark (8:34-9:1) and edited 
by Luke (9:23-27) affirming the price of 
discipleship.  The teachings of Jesus, 
today, are "Main Line."  But that may be 
because we have interpreted these 
teachings so much that the radical edge 
has been removed; they have been 
institutionalized, homogenized and 
pasteurized of their ability to be 
disruptive.  But in this passage, He is 
saying that we must be like Jeremiah and 
like St. Paul.  What does it mean to "take 
up one's cross" in a world where injustice 
is just as apparent as in Jeremiah's time?  
Do we pray for things to change?  Or do 
we do something?  The former is easy 
and makes us feel very "Christian;" the 
latter may be what the (dangerous) text 
suggests.  Do we ignore it? † 
 

Due to copyright restrictions, we are 
unable to print the Scriptures with the 

Reflections of Dr. Jack Conroy.   

Faith in Action:  “What profit would there be 
for one to gain the whole world and forfeit his 
life?” (Mt 16:26).  St. Francis of Assisi once said, 
“Remember, you are what you are in the eyes of 

God, and nothing else.” We often forget this stewardship 
wisdom when we spend all of our time, talent, and treasure 
to gain more of the world’s riches. We need to set our 
priorities based on God’s values and not the values of the 
material world. 

Living Liturgy: In the Gospel Jesus says, 
“Whoever wishes to come after me must deny 
himself, take up his cross, and follow me.”  
What is the cross you have been given to bear? 

WWW.STPAULCHURCH.COM 

Liturgical Ministries: St. Paul Parish is a great place because 

so many people are actively part of it! THANK YOU for 
sharing your outstanding gifts of time and talent! Our 
Volunteers are priceless!  Pray and contact us if you can help 
in these ways: Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers of Holy 
Communion, Ushers, Lectors, and Sacristans. Please 
contact Laurie Erickson, at (813) 961-3023 or send an email 

to:  lerickson@stpaulchurch.com  


