
Oh Come, Let us Adore Him!  
Every Wednesday and Friday  

 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time                           Sunday, September 6, 2020 

"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,  
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian  

community of faith, living our love for God and neighbor while growing together as disciples of Christ." 

WEEKEND MASSES 

Saturday Vigil Masses 
5:30pm   

Missa em Português: 7:30pm 
 

Sunday Masses 
7:30am, 9:00am, 10:45am,  

12:30pm, 5:30pm 
Misa en Español:  2:00pm  

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Monday through Friday 
7:30am and 12:15pm 

 

Saturday 
8:30am 

 

First Friday Mass 7:30pm 
Third Friday Mass 7:30pm 

*Fourth Friday Mass 7:30pm  
*(en Español) 

 

Reconciliation (Confession) 
Monday - Friday  
11:00am - Noon 

 

Saturdays 
10:00am and 4:00pm  

or upon request 
 

Eucharistic Exposition 
Monday -  Thursday 
8:30am to 8:30pm 

 

Friday 8:30am - Saturday 8:30am 
 

Morning Prayer 
Monday - Friday 7:00am 

Saturday 8:00am 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Every Second Saturday  
of the Month at 8:30am, 

Thursdays at 2:00pm 
underneath the church 

overhang or upon request 
 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday  

8:00am to 4:00pm 
 

Website: 
www.stpaulchurch.com 

 

Contact us at: 
info@stpaulchurch.com 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE… 
 

Upcoming Liturgical 
& Parish Events 

Pages 4 & 5 
 

Faith Formation 
Update 
Page 6 

St. Paul Catholic Church 
and Preschool 

 

www.stpaulchurch.com 

12708 North Dale Mabry Highway, Tampa, Florida  33618-2802     

Phone  (813) 961-3023  †  Fax  (813) 962-8780  

ACTS OF  
MERCIFUL LOVE 

 
Top Photo:  The Knights 
of Columbus sponsored 

the Annual Men’s 
Clothing and Toiletries 

Drive in August.  Thanks 
to all of those who 

donated items for this 
worthwhile cause. 

 
Bottom Photo:  Aubrey 

opened a lemonade 
stand this summer.  

Aubrey donated all of 
her earnings to the St. 

Vincent DePaul Society. 
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We’re here to serve you! 
 

Clergy 
Fr. Bill Swengros    Pastor 
Fr. Robert Romaine  Parochial Vicar, Adult 
 Confirmation 
Fr. Ambrose  Parochial Vicar,  
Kadambukatt, OCD Ministry to Homebound 
 and Nursing Homes 
Fr. Peter Okojie Parochial Vicar, 
 Communications  
 (App, Website) 
Deacon Carlos Celaya  RCIA 
Deacon Ray Dever     Mental Health Support 
Deacon Frank Henriquez   
Deacon Rich Spiro     
 

Faith Formation 
Carmen Cayon Director 
Sonia Eberhardt         K-5 Faith Formation  
 Coordinator, First 
 Holy Communion Prep. 
Laura Wendt    High School Youth 
 Minister 
Maria Costa                 Baptism, Marriage, 
 RCIA, Quinceañeras 
Vanessa Vasquez           Faith Formation
 Assistant (Records) 
 

Preschool 
Mindy Geer                Director 
Kelly Mende Assistant Director 
 

Liturgy 
Laurie Erickson Liturgist, Director of  
 Ministries 
Mary Gant                   Music Director, 
 Bereavement Minister 
 

Parish Support 
Brian Smith       Parish Manager  
Barbara Gray               Pastoral Administrative 
  Assistant (Scheduling)     
Sam Mathai Maintenance 
Charles Yezak, Jr.        Director of 
 Communications  
Louis Gobin Accountant 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
www.stpaulchurch.com 
 

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 
 

info@stpaulchurch.com 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Our Vision Statement:  
“Growing Together as Disciples 

of Christ.” 
 

Sign up for Online 
Giving!  

It’s fast, simple  
and convenient.  

 
Go to stpaulchurch.com  
and click on the Online Giving link or 
scan the QR code to the right with 
your phone or tablet for more info on 
how to sign up today! 

 

NOVENA & MASS 
NOW THRU SEPTEMBER 8 

OUR LADY OF GOOD 

HEALTH SHRINE 
(RAIN LOCATION:  MAIN CHURCH) 

 

 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6  

(STARTS AFTER THE 5:30PM MASS) 
 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 @ 7:30PM 
 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 

ROSARY @ 7:00PM 

FEAST DAY MASS 7:30PM 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, EMAIL:  

OLGH@STPAULCHURCH.COM 

http://www.StPaulChurch.com


My dear friends, 
 
I pray that you are enjoying your Labor Day weekend.  
This year, we offer a special prayer of gratitude for all the 
essential workers who have worked tirelessly throughout 
the pandemic, often at significant personal sacrifice.  We 
also offer a prayer for all those who are out of work.  
May they soon find gainful employment.  Be sure to 
enjoy some quality time with those you love and reach 
out to someone who has been sequestered during the 
pandemic.  Let them know you care! 
 
This week, we have been gathering every night in prayer 
asking “Our Lady of Good Health” or “Our Lady of 
Vailankanni” to intercede for us, our church, our nation, 
and our world as we journey through these challenging 
times.  The story of our Lady of Vailankanni begins in 
the 16th century when our Lady appeared with the infant 
Jesus in her arms to a poor Hindu boy.  She asked him 
to share some of his buttermilk with her son.  He readily 
agreed.  When he arrived at his masters, the buttermilk 
was miraculously restored.  A few years later, a similar 
apparition occurred, this time to a crippled boy who was 
healed.  The small local community of Catholics 
immediately recognized the nature of the miraculous 
visitation of Our Blessed Mother and Child Jesus.  
Throughout the centuries, many miracles have occurred 
as a result of her intercession including the saving of 
Portuguese sailors from a hurricane!  Today, the Shrine 
in Vailankanni is called the “Lourdes of the East” and is 
frequented by over 20 million Christian, Hindu, and 
Moslem pilgrims every year!  On Tuesday night, we will 
have a special rosary at 7:00pm followed by the Mass at 
her Shrine near the fountains.  Please come and bring 
your friends! 
 
On Wednesday, our Shepherd, Bishop Gregory Parkes, 
has asked us to participate in a special Mass for Racial 
Healing in conjunction with the Feast of St. Peter Claver.  
This is a wonderful opportunity for us to pray in 
solidarity with Catholics throughout our beautiful 
country for peace and healing and for the courage, 
wisdom, and fortitude required to work towards ending 
social injustice and prejudice.  Please join us!  We will 
again begin with the rosary at 7:00pm followed by the 
Sacred Liturgy at 7:30pm. 
 
Finally, on Friday, September 11th, we will offer a special 
Mass for all our first responders as well as all those who 
have suffered as a result of terrorist attacks throughout 
the years.  We pray for our heroes who serve us on the 
front lines as well as for their families.  We also pray for 

an end to the insanity of violence, terror, and war.  May 
we recognize the face of God in every human person and 
never resort to acts of violence or words of hate in order 
to resolve our differences.  Again, the rosary will begin at 
7:00pm followed by the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. 
 
Lastly, but most importantly, we are resuming 
Eucharistic Adoration Monday through Friday from 
8:30am to Compline and Benediction beginning at 
8:30pm. On Friday, we will still have Eucharistic 
Adoration beginning at 8:30am and extending 
throughout the night until 8:30 Saturday morning.  I 
really do believe that the Eucharist is the Source and 
Summit of all we live for and is the secret to our healing 
as individuals, as a Church, as a nation, and throughout 
the world!  Please spread the word and sign up for a holy 
hour at www.stpaulchurch.com.  We must be sure 
there are at least three (3) adorers for every hour.  Thank 
you! 
 
May God bless you and keep you holy, healthy, happy, 
and safe and sound! 

 
 
 

Fr. Bill Swengros 
Pastor 
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• The Parish Office will be CLOSED on Labor Day, Monday, September 7 
• Masses will be held at 7:30am & 12:15pm  
• Eucharistic Adoration will be offered between 8:00am - 4:00pm 
• The Parish Office will re-open on Tuesday, September 8 at 8:00am 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 
7:00PM ROSARY ▪ 7:30PM MASS 
OUR LADY OF GOOD HEALTH SHRINE 

(RAIN LOCATION:  MAIN CHURCH) 

 

NOVENA  IN  HONOR  OF 
 

 
 
 

 

SEPTEMBER 14 - 

SEPTEMBER 22 

1:00PM 
 

The novena in honor of 
Padre Pio will be held at 
1:00pm each day in the 

church during the weekdays 
and at the Padre Pio 

Shrine on campus on the 
weekends. (Sept. 19 & 20).  
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INFANT BAPTISM 
 

God reaches out to us in all kinds of ways. The desire in 
your heart to baptize your child is one of them. The 
promises you make for your child on this day will begin to 
form your child into a faithful follower of Christ. 
However, the day of baptism is only the beginning of this 
journey. Baptism is indeed a life changing event! 
 
If you desire the Sacrament of Baptism for your baby, or 
more information on baptisms here at St. Paul Catholic 
Church, please contact Maria Costa via email at: 
mcosta@stpaulchurch.com or call (813) 961-3023. 
Parents and Godparents will be asked to attend a 
baptismal preparation class. 

Page 6 Page 6 
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  St. Paul Faith Formation     
We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace 

Faith Formation Catechist  
Help Needed! 

 

Does this describe you? 
 Faith Filled, fully initiated Catholic over the age of 18 
 Loves to share their Catholic faith with others 
 Interested in being part of a mission that is about God 

and His glory 
 Interested in being a disciple maker to children and 

adults in our parish 
 

If so....we have been looking for YOU!   
 

The mission of God is about his glory, which he achieves 
through redeeming and reconciling an unworthy people to 
himself.  You and I faithfully live out the mission of God by 
being messengers of reconciliation (disciple makers) to 
children and adults in our Faith Formation/RCIA process 
here at St. Paul Catholic Church. 
 

If you are interested, please send an email to the Director of 
Religious Education, Mrs. Carmen Cayon, at 
ccayon@stpaulchurch.com or call the Faith Formation 
office at (813) 961-3023 for more information. 

 
Every year, our Faith Formation Team partners with parents to 

bring home the Catholic Faith.  Parents, you are truly the 

primary catechists of your children! You prepare the soil and 

plant the first seeds of faith.  We commend you, encourage and 

support you, to take seriously your role of making your 

Catholic household a place where faith is passed on. We 

encourage you not to take this year off for the faith formation 

of your child.  More than ever, our children need to deepen 

their knowledge and love for our Lord.  This year has been 

especially challenging due to concerns of the Covid-19 virus.  

We understand your concerns for the wellbeing of your 

children and we have developed ways to give you choices that 

may suit your family needs. Many are choosing our Home-

Based Faith Formation Program. We will be supporting you in 

this choice by offering virtual classes and sending you online 

resources weekly.  We also continue to offer you a face to face 

class experience.  We are still working hard to have all previous 

class options in place for every session.   

 

Thank you to all the catechists who stepped up to help us open 

classes this week!  Our volunteer catechists are the ones that 

make having different class options, be it face to face or virtual, 

possible!  Please consider stepping out in faith as a volunteer 

catechist or assistant in one of our classrooms. Our Youth 

Ministry has been going strong all summer. Their kickoff night 

started Sunday evening after the 5:30pm Mass with a dinner, 

fun games and included a talk and group reflection on the 

“Dignity of the Human Person”.  All teens are invited to join 

us Sunday evenings and bring a friend!  Our Youth Ministry 

Core Team is planning our upcoming annual Pumpkin Patch 

that runs the month of October.  This fundraiser is our one big 

way in how we can finance inspiring Catholic retreat 

experiences such as Cove Crest, Steubenville, and National 

Catholic Youth Conference (NCYC) as well as other great teen 

events . We encourage you to consider helping to volunteer to 

support our youth by selling pumpkins, either as a family or 

with a friend, by signing up at the link listed below:  

signupgenius.com/go/70A0A4FA5A72BA0FF2-20201 

 

Our Faith Formation Team is here to help you keep your 

children and teens engaged in learning and reflecting on how 

much they are loved by God and how to hear God calling and 

loving them in the midst of any situation.  If your child is not 

attending a Catholic school, please register them in our Faith 

Formation program by contacting our office by emailing us at: 

ccayon@stpaulchurch.com or call (813) 961-3023. 
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The St. Paul Youth Group is open to all high school teenagers.   
The group usually meets in the St. Paul Pavilion immediately after the  

5:30pm Sunday Mass, unless stated otherwise.   
 

Setember 6:  No Meeting (Labor Day Holiday) 
 

September 13:  Crossroads of the World 
Crossroads of the World is a simulation activity where participants walk in the shoes of 
young people in different parts of the world.  This event will be led by Mike Buckler, 
Diocesan Regional Youth Director.  Participants will gain a better understanding of the 
limiting realities that many people live with each day. 
 

September 20:  Service Project and Confessions 
 

September 27:  One Heart + Parent Meeting 
A LifeTeen night with the goal of helping teens understand the dangers and 
dehumanizing qualities of euthanasia, the death penalty, abortion, and other actions 
that stop the human heart.  
 

October 4:  XLT 
“eXaLT” (also referred to as XLT) is a special night for teens to experience Eucharistic 
Adoration. The event begins with a guest speaker sharing their experiences in faith in 
relationship to the Eucharist.  Afterwards, the night continues with Eucharistic 
Adoration, which is accompanied with praise and worship music. As Catholics, we 
believe the Eucharist is the source and summit of our faith and so these nights are an 
opportunity for teens to experience the glory of God through the Eucharist. 
 

For more information, please contact Laura Wendt, High School Youth 
Minister, at lwendt@stpaulchurch.com or by phone at (813) 961-3023 

 

 
The reading schedule for 
this week is as follows: 

 
Saturday 9/5   Col 2 
Sunday 9/6   Col 3 
Monday 9/7   Col 4 
Tuesday 9/8   Philemon 
Wednesday 9/9  Eph 1 
Thursday 9/10  Eph 2 
Friday 9/11   Eph 3 
Saturday 9/12   Eph 4 
Sunday 9/13   Eph 5:1-16 

 
 

The entire New Testament 
reading schedule can be 

found on our app or on our 
webpage at:   

www.stpaulchurch.com 
 

 

For Father Bill’s 
commentary, please join 

our Facebook page: 
www.facebook.com/

stpaultpa 

Interested in receiving text messages regarding 
upcoming Youth Group activities and events?  

 
If YES, text: @9bf4c7 to 81010 

for the Youth Group Remind App! 

 

Rite of  
Christian Initiation 

of Adults 
 

 

 

RCIA Meetings are held on Thursdays  
at 7:00pm in the Family Center 

Come and see what this journey 
is all about as you prepare to 
receive the Sacraments in the 

Catholic Church.  Please 
remember to wear your mask 
and bring your hand sanitizer. 

 
For questions or more 

information, please contact: 
Maria Costa at 813-264-3305 

or mcosta@stpaulchurch.com 
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We pray for the repose of the souls of those recently 
departed: John Morrow, John Matera, Sr., Anthony Cutrono, 
Jr., Orifiel Barredo, Howard Workowski, Thomas Henry 
Santiago, Ana Basques, Manuel Emilio Farfan, Pastor 
Umberto Lopez, Marlene Wohl, and Antonio Victor Pagan. 
 
 

Please remember in your prayers those with 
various health needs: Mark Domantay, Bonnie 
Cayon, Billy Diaz, Patricia Smith, Jaime Zambrano, 
Mary Garcia, Allan Garcia, Frank Loscalzo, Doreen 
Miller and Leelah Sharma. 

Pope Francis: Our Holy Father recently began a series of 
teachings during his  weekly 
Wednesday Audiences on a Christian 
response to the Covid-19 pandemic.  
They are excellent and are available 
at vatican.va.  We will provide 
excerpts each week in our bulletin. 

 

“[A] renewed awareness of the dignity of every human being 
has serious social, economic and political implications. 
Looking at our brother and sister and the whole of creation as 
a gift received from the love of the Father inspires attentive 
behaviour, care and wonder. In this way the believer, 
contemplating his or her neighbor as a brother or sister, and 
not as a stranger, looks at him or her compassionately and 
empathetically, not contemptuously or with hostility. 
Contemplating the world in the light of faith, with the help of 
grace, we strive to develop our creativity and enthusiasm in 
order to resolve the ordeals of the past. We understand and 
develop our abilities as responsibilities that arise from this 
faith, as gifts from God to be placed at the service of 
humanity and of creation. 
 

While we all work for a cure for a virus that strikes everyone 
without distinction, faith exhorts us to commit ourselves 
seriously and actively to combat indifference in the face of 
violations of human dignity. This culture of indifference that 
accompanies the throwaway culture: things that do not affect 
me, do not interest me. Faith always requires that we let 
ourselves be healed and converted from our individualism, 
whether personal or collective; party individualism, for example. 
 

May the Lord “restore our sight” so as to rediscover what it 
means to be members of the human family. And may this 
sight be translated into concrete actions of compassion and 
respect for every person and of care and safeguarding of our 
common home” (Pope Francis, Audience, 12 August 2020. 
For the full document, see www.vatican.va).  

Saturday, September 5, 2020 
8:30am  Louis Gobin (int.) 
5:30pm   St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 
7:30pm    Jorge Zorrillo † 
 

Sunday, September 6, 2020 
Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:30am  Josephine & Ted Kardys † 
9:00am   Josefa Briceno † 
10:45am Richard Smith † 
12:30pm  Celia Morales † 
2:00pm  Eva Nuñez † 
5:30pm  Students Returning to School (int.) 
 

Monday, September 7, 2020 
Labor Day 

7:30am   Avegille Tabelon Uy (int.)  
12:15pm Flordeliza LLesis † 
  

Tuesday, September 8, 2020 
Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

7:30am  Salim Muñoz (int.) 

12:15pm  Theresa Giordano † 
7:30pm  Presentacion Farias † 
 

Wednesday, September 9, 2020 
Memorial of Saint Peter Claver, Priest 
7:30am  Ethel Monforte † 
12:15pm Consecrated Life & Priestly Vocations (int.) 

7:30pm  John Morrow † 
 

Thursday, September 10, 2020 
7:30am  Alicia Celeste Martinez † 
12:15pm Claudia Vitale (int.)  
 

Friday, September 11, 2020 
7:30am  Mirta Martinez † 
12:15pm Fr. Jacob Mullore, Sr. † 
7:30pm  Jorge Guarin Gomez † 
 

Saturday, September 12, 2020 
The Most Holy Name of Mary 

8:30am  Edward Brennan † 

5:30pm   Louise Francescon † 
7:30pm    St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 
 

Sunday, September 13, 2020 
Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:30am  Celina & Mesio Ruiz † 
9:00am   John Griggs † 

10:45am Micki Plourde † 
12:30pm  Michael & Mike Hingson † 
2:00pm  Juliana Galvis (int.) 
5:30pm  Jaroslaw P. Miernik † 

WE WELCOME THE NEWEST MEMBERS 
TO OUR ST. PAUL FAMILY! 

 

Ms. Elisa Nguyen 
Mr. & Mrs. Carlos Pardo  

Mr. & Mrs. Fernando Viana 
Mr. & Mrs. Charlie Gonzalez 

Mr. & Mrs. Mitchell Alexander 
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Looking Ahead!  September 7: Labor Day; 
September 8:  Feast of the Nativity of Mary 
and Our Lady of Good Health; September 
11: World Day of Prayer for Peace; 
September 12-13: Ministry Fair; September 

14 - 22: Padre Pio Novena; September 19: Our Lady of 
Penafrancia; September 23: Feast of Padre Pio; September 
25 - October 3:  St. Francis Novena;  October 3 - Annual 
Blessing of Animals at 9:00am, Santo Niño Shrine. 

Ask It Basket: “In this morning’s first 
reading from Ezekiel the phrase ‘Son of 
Man’ is used. Is it God the Father, Jesus or 
the Spirit? Who is he referring to?”   

 

Good question!  The answer is.... none of the above.  The 
term “Son of Man” is used 104 times in the Old Testament.  
Ezekiel uses the phrase “Son of Man” 93 times and it refers to 
Ezekiel.  Other times it refers to a “human being.”  In the 
New Testament, it has a decidedly different meaning.  Son of 
Man refers to Christ.  It is used 81 times in the Gospels by 
Christ to refer to Himself and once in Acts and Hebrews, and 
twice in Revelations, again to refer to Christ.  Many biblical 
scholars propose that the titles “Son of Man” and “Son of 
God” are emphasized throughout the New Testament in 
order to convey the fullness of the truth that Jesus is truly 
God and truly man.  I hope this helps!  
 

If you have a question for the Ask It Basket, please send an 
email to Father Bill Swengros at: frbill@stpaulchurch.com 

Christ Heal Us!  On the second Saturday of every month 
during the 8:30 morning Mass, we will offer 
the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick.  This 
beautiful Sacrament is for all those who are 
advanced in age as well as those who suffer 
from a serious (grave) illness.  It is recom-
mended for all those who are scheduled to be 
admitted to a hospital for surgery later this 

month to be anointed.  This Sacrament can be received as 
often as needed.  Come and experience the healing touch of 
the Divine Physician!  

Saints of God: On Wednesday, we celebrate one of the great 
Saints of the New World: St. 
Peter Claver.  Born in Spain in 
1580, he joined the Jesuits and 
arrived in Colombia in 1610 to 
minister to the thousands of 
African slaves who were 
arriving every year.  Boarding 
the slave ships as they entered 

the harbor, he would hurry to the revolting inferno of the 
hold, and offer whatever food and water he could afford, care 
for the sick and dying, and instruct the slaves through 
catechists before administering the Sacraments. Through his 
efforts 300,000 souls entered the Church.  Afterwards, he 
would visit them in plantations, minister to their needs, and 
exhort their masters to treat them humanely.   
 

Peter saw himself as “the slave of the slaves forever” and 
believed that “We must speak to them with our hands before 
we try to speak to them with our lips.”  As we celebrate his 
feast, let’s redouble our efforts to care for the poor in our 
midst.  Why not bring some dry or canned food to the church 
so we can distribute it to the poor or volunteer with one of 
our ministries who care for the homeless in Tampa each 
Sunday?  
 

Let us pray: “God of mercy and love, you offer all 
peoples the dignity of sharing in your life. By the example 
and prayers of Saint Peter Claver, strengthen us to 
overcome all racial hatreds and to love each other as 
brothers and sisters. We ask this through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen”. 

Scripture Readings  
for the Week of September 6, 2020 
 

Sunday (9/6) Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Ez 33:7-9; Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9; Rom 13:8-10;  
 Mt 18:15-20 
Monday (9/7) 1 Cor 5:1-8; Ps 5:5-6, 7, 12; Lk 6:6-11 
Tuesday (9/8) Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30; Ps 13:6ab, 6c;  
 Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 or Mt 1:18-23 
Wednesday (9/9) 1 Cor 7:25-31; Ps 45:11-12, 14-15, 16-17;  
 Lk 6:20-26 
Thursday (9/10) 1 Cor 8:1b-7, 11-13; Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab,  
 23-24; Lk 6:27-38 
Friday (9/11) 1 Cor 9:16-19, 22b-27; Ps 84:3, 4, 5-6, 12;  
 Lk 6:39-42 
Saturday (9/12) 1 Cor 10:14-22; Ps 116:12-13, 17-18;  

Lk 6:43-49 
Sunday (9/13) Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Sir 27:30—28:7; Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12;  
 Rom 14:7-9; Mt 18:21-35 

Thought for the Day:  “When you are proclaiming peace 
with your lips, be careful to have it even more fully in your 
heart.”  
 

               – St. Francis of Assisi 

Deo Gratias:  We are truly blest with a 
generous parish!  The Knights of Columbus 
collections of school supplies and men’s clothing 
was truly inspirational.  Our Society of St. 

Vincent de Paul continues to be able to feed record numbers 
of people due to your generosity.  Thank you, thank you, 
thank you!  A gentle reminder: if you are traveling, please 
bring us bulletins from your travels.  We love to hear how 
God is blessing our sister parishes!  
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Divine Mercy in My Soul 

 
“O Mary, my Mother and my Lady, I 
offer You my soul, my body, my life 
and my death, and all that will Follow 
it. I place everything in Your hands. O 
my Mother, cover my soul with Your 
virginal mantle and grant me the grace 
of purity of heart, soul and body. 
Defend me with Your power against all 
enemies, and especially against those 
who hide their malice behind the mask 
of virtue. O lovely lily! You are for me 
a mirror, O my Mother!” (n. 79). 

Mass of the Angels 
 

The annual Diocesan Mass of the 
Angels for children (born or 

unborn) who have gone to be with 
the Lord will be celebrated by Fr. 

Lipscomb on Saturday, October 3, 
2020, at 11:00am at St. Timothy’s  
Parish, 17512 Lakeshore Rd, Lutz. 

Please wear a face mask. For 
more information or to have a 

child's name added to the program, 
please contact Diane at  

727-344-1611 ext. 5308 or  
email:  dcs@dosp.org 



Articles & St. Paul Catholic Preschool 

Remember us! Resolve now not to be numbered among the 
more than 60% of adult Americans who die 
intestate.  If you die without a will the State will 
determine how your assets are to be disposed of.  
In addition to remembering your loved ones, 
include the parish in your will or beneficiaries of 

your trust or life insurance.  See your attorney for assistance or 
contact Brian Smith at the parish office at (813) 961-3023 or 
email  bsmith@stpaulchurch.com. 

MASS ▪ NEWS ▪ PHOTOS ▪ EVENTS 

 
Join the St. Paul Catholic Church  

Facebook page today! 
 

facebook.com/stpaultpa  

Diocesan Animal Policy:  In order to ensure the safety of 

all of our parishioners as well as their pets, it 

is prohibited to have animals on Diocesan 

property other than service animals.  Thank 

you for your understanding! 

License # CHC 110273  

Excellence in Catholic preschool education for 40 years 

Office: 813-264-3383 ▪ Email: preschool@stpaulchurch.com 

Mass Appeal: God speaks to us through the Sacred Liturgy.  
We hear his Word and reflect on his 
presence and action throughout history.  
The homily is intended to help us grow in 
faith by expounding the mysteries of our 
faith and the principles of Christian life.  

Based on the readings or liturgy of the day, the priest or 
deacon helps us apply these eternal truths to our daily lives.  
The homily is different from a sermon in that the homily 
begins with the theme presented by that day’s Sacred Liturgy 
and a sermon is based on a theme and Scriptures chosen for 
that day by the minister. 
 

Every homilist tries his best to feed, affirm, and challenge the 
listener.  Notice that the goal is not to entertain.  One way to 
help make the homily more relevant is to develop a habit of 
reflecting on the readings of the Liturgy prior to the Mass.  
Most priests begin reflecting Sunday night for the next 
weekend’s homily.  You should too!  In fact, this is the 
foundation of most of our Small Christian Communities.  
Another idea is to develop the habit of discussing the homily 
on the way home.  What did it say to you?  What was the 
homilist’s main point?  What would you have said if you were 
the homilist?  Those who are preparing to become Catholic 
through the Order of Christian Initiation do this each and 
every week.  Lastly, you are encouraged to pray for the 
homilist and for all those in the church – may the homilist 
share the things God wants them to share and may all those 
listening hear God’s Word and take them to heart!  

Note Well!  If you, a member of your family or a friend are 
ill and unable to attend weekly Mass, please 
inform us by calling Fr. Ambrose at the parish 
office.  No Catholic should be deprived of the 
opportunity for frequent reception of 
Communion.  Also, if you have an upcoming 

surgery, receive the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick before 
admission.  Due to the pandemic, we can’t visit you in the 
hospital but each hospital does have a Catholic chaplain who 
can!  Be sure to let the hospital know that you would like a visit 
from a Catholic priest.  We care.  Know you are in our prayers! 

Ready… Set... GO!!!  We have been going all week long and 
the children are doing amazing!  We have been learning how to 
properly wash our hands, we’ve made new friends, practicing 
our Pledge of Allegiance, weather graphing, following 
directions, cleaning up after ourselves, sharing, walking in a 
straight line and our daily routines. We are also saying our daily 
prayers. We have learned about green choices (Go choices) and 
red choices (Stop choices),  new songs and played several color 
and number games.  We started to learn how we are all unique, 
special and are loved by God, our families and our teachers. 
 
      — Shannon Wynn, 3 year old Lead Teacher 

We have a few openings in our 2 day, 3 year 
old preschool class which meets on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8:15am to 
1:00pm.  Please contact Mindy Geer, 

Director, at (813) 264-3383 for more info. 
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Legal Consultation & Referral Service  
Every Monday by appointment only 

  Please call (813) 961-3023 

Ministries are encouraged to send information regarding 
upcoming meetings and events to: 

bulletin@stpaulchurch.com 
 

Submissions for the bulletin are due 10 days 
prior to the bulletin’s front cover date.  

Please include the word “Bulletin” in the 
subject line of your email.  Thank you! 

 

St. Vincent  
de Paul Society 

 

Food Pantry Hours 
Monday & Thursday 9:00am - 12:00pm    

Assistance Line: (813) 264-3325  
 

The St. Vincent de Paul Society continues to help those in 
need in our community.  In addition to helping clients with 
their monetary needs, we are currently serving 50 - 60 families 
a week at our Food Pantry.  We could not do this without your 
very generous donations week after week! 
 

If you would like to help, food donations to the St. Vincent de 
Paul Food Pantry can be left in the marked baskets located in 
the Narthex.  Monetary donations can be dropped in the Poor 
Box, also located in the Narthex. Please make sure to specify 
SVDP in the memo line for check donations or you may use 
an offertory envelope for cash donations and label it SVDP.   
 

Pantry Wish List This Week: 

Canned Fruit ▪ Chili ▪  Mac & Cheese 

Pasta ▪ Pasta Sauce ▪ Ravioli  

 

Thank you for your generosity!  ~ SVdP Society 
 

*** Please note we are unable to use expired items  *** 

SUPPORT GROUP 
Wednesday, Sept. 9 at 7pm 

 

Any person with diabetes or 
concerned about diabetes is 

welcome to participate.  To obtain 
the link to the online zoom meeting,  

please send an email to: 
 

diabetes@stpaulchurch.com 

Are you interested in 
participating in a Women's 

Catholic Study? 
. 

Join the Women of Grace 
Foundational Study at  

St. Paul Catholic Church! 
 

The Women of Grace Study is a wonderful review of the 
Catholic faith for women with an emphasis on the gift of 
femininity and the purpose and mission of women in the 
world today.  We will review the lives of women saints and 
holy women throughout the history of the Church.  With the 
Blessed Virgin Mary as our Spiritual Mother, we grow in 
feminine virtue and fulfillment. 
 

Our parish is offering the nine week Foundational Women of 
Grace study.  We will meet online in a Zoom format from 
7:00pm-8:30pm on Wednesdays, beginning September 23

rd
 

through Wednesday November 18
th
.  There will be an online, 

informational session on Wednesday, September 16
th
 at 

7:00pm for those planning to participate as well as those 
interested in learning more about the study. 
 

If you are interested in attending the study or learning 
more you must email Allison Poff & Judy Johnston at 
women-of-grace@stpaulchurch.com as we will send you 
the Zoom links to access the informational session and 
subsequent meetings. 

“Building A New Church” 
 

Bible Study (in English) begins 
Wednesday, September 16th  

in the Family Center 
 

Morning sessions 
9:15am - 11:00 am 

 

Evening sessions 
7:30pm - 9:00pm 

 

Learn about the early history of the Church 
through the Acts of the Apostles! 

 

For more information, including on 
how to attend the meetings via 
zoom, please send an email to: 
biblestudy@stpaulchurch.com 

This year, the SOS Human Trafficking 
Ministry was unable to host its annual 
Tea Luncheon event because of current 

health precautions.  Although this is a very popular 
event for our parishioners and friends to gather and 
support our efforts to help 
v i c t i m s  o f  h u m a n 
trafficking, we hope you 
will plan to join us next 
August, 2021, for a 
spectacular Tea Luncheon 
event full of entertainment, 
delicious foods, special 
teas, and  comradery. 



On a Lighter Note:  Father Paul had been 
advised by his doctor to lose 30 pounds or risk 
serious health consequences. The good pastor took 
his new diet seriously, even changing his driving 

route to the church building to avoid his favorite bakery. One 
morning, however, he arrived for Bible study carrying a 
gigantic devil’s food cake. The class chuckled and chided him, 
but the good pastor’s smile remained cherubic. 
 

“This is a very special cake,” he explained. “I accidentally 
drove by the bakery this morning and there in the window 
were a host of goodies. I felt this was no accident, so I prayed, 
‘Lord, if you want me to have one of those delicious cakes, let 
me have a parking place directly in front of the bakery.’ And 
sure enough,” he continued, “the eighth time around the 
block, there it was!”  
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Words of Wisdom: “We must speak to them with our 
hands by giving, before we try to speak to them with our lips.”
  
         – St. Peter Claver 

 
I. Ezekiel 33:7-9.  Watchman. 
 
Reflection: The problem of our 
responsibility for the actions of others 
has been a knotty one from the earliest 
times.  In Genesis 4:9, Cain asks the 
question, "Am I my brother's guardian?"  
This question is one that every parent or 
older brother or sister must have asked 
herself/himself in a moment of agony 
when someone close to us has made a 
bad mistake.  In today's world, we 
acknowledge, celebrate and affirm the 
autonomy of others; we know that as all 
acts are rooted in a radical freedom, that 
freedom must be respected.  But what if 
the other person is operating out of 
ignorance; what if she/he does not 
foresee the consequences; what if advice, 
counsel or exhortation may avoid a 
gigantic problem, not merely for the 
individual, but for the entire community?  
Ezekiel tells us:  there is a time when 
silence is not "golden," but may be evil.  
"When?" "How?" and "What is to be 
said?" are prudential matters that we 
must decide; but to abdicate speaking out 
les t unfet tered "freedom" be 
compromised may be a cop-out.   

II. Romans 13:8-10.  The Essence of 
Torah. 
 
Reflection: Recall that St. Paul has told 
us that the "New Covenant" is one that 
has superseded the Torah. Cultic 
observance was no longer required.  And 
the structure of Oral Torah that provided 
a "fence around the Torah" was also 
declared obsolete.  The problem, 
however, is: "If the ‘Law’ is dead, how do 
we regulate our lives?"  This is a practical 
and compelling question.  His answer was 
simple: "Love one another."  We see the 
same expression in Galatians 5:2.  The 
Pauline community was modeled on that 
one principle; if something, anything, is 
done out of a complete and honest sense 
of Love, then there can be no violation 
of any Law.  Ironically, the Church 
enshrined this statement in its Theology; 
but it still constructed its own edifice of 
Rules and Regulations, Canons and 
Rubrics as perhaps a practical response to 
the difficult to interpret "Law of Love." 
 
 
III. Matthew 18:15-20. Brotherly/
Sisterly Correction. 
 
Reflection: Here we see the primitive 
church in action.    First, this reading has 
two parts:  The first part deals with the 

question, "What does one do when one 
party ‘steps out of line’?"  We see an 
important counterpart to what we read 
two Sundays ago in Matt. 16:18 
appointing Simon Peter as head of the 
church, giving him authority to "loose 
and bind."  Here we see the communal 
character of the authority of the Spirit, 
what contemporary theoreticians of 
Ecclesiology would call the sensus 
fidelium, the theological good sense of 
the People of God.  At the time of the 
Reformation, we saw the Reformers 
referring to this passage and rooting 
authority in the Church as a whole; the 
Roman Church pointed to 16:18 and the 
Pope's authority.  Today, we know that 
both are true; the Pope never forges out 
into new territory and declares some 
doctrine as True apart from the interior 
movement of the People of God.  
Hence, the Matthaean Church saw a 
dialectic within the Community as the 
means of "binding and loosing," and 
that exists today.  The second part of 
the reading affirms the value of that 
same community in prayer.  Not only 
must the community determine for itself 
the "rights and wrongs" acceptable to it, 
it must pray together, becoming a unity 
and expressing the Love that is at the 
root of each and every "Regulation." † 
 

Due to copyright restrictions, we are 
unable to print the Scriptures with the 

Reflections of Dr. Jack Conroy.   

Faith in Action:  “You, son of man, I have 
appointed watchman for the house of 
Israel…” (Ez 33:7).  Many of us are generous with 
our gifts. However, many of us are not generous 

in proportion to the gifts we have been given. How often do 
we give at the minimum level required? Remember, the Lord 
calls us to nurture and develop our gifts. He calls us to be 
generous with all the gifts He has given us, especially the one 
that means the most to us.  

Living Liturgy: St. Paul tells the Romans, 
“Love is the fulfillment of the law.”  How 
would you apply this to one of the political 
debates taking place in society? 

WWW.STPAULCHURCH.COM 

Gluten Intolerant?  If you have an adverse reaction to the 
gluten found in bread, including the Holy 
Eucharist, there are low-gluten or “gluten free” 
altar breads available which contain less than 
0.00042% gluten.  If you would like to know 
more about the procedure we use at St. Paul to 

distribute the low-gluten Hosts, contact Laurie Erickson at the 
parish office at  (813) 961-3023. 


