
Oh Come, Let us Adore Him!  
Every Wednesday and Friday  

 24TH Sunday in Ordinary Time                         Sunday, September 13, 2020 

"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,  
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian  

community of faith, living our love for God and neighbor while growing together as disciples of Christ." 

WEEKEND MASSES 

Saturday Vigil Masses 
5:30pm   

Missa em Português: 7:30pm 
 

Sunday Masses 
7:30am, 9:00am, 10:45am,  

12:30pm, 5:30pm 
Misa en Español:  2:00pm  

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Monday through Friday 
7:30am and 12:15pm 

 

Saturday 
8:30am 

 

First Friday Mass 7:30pm 
Third Friday Mass 7:30pm 

*Fourth Friday Mass 7:30pm  
*(en Español) 

 

Reconciliation (Confession) 
Monday - Friday  
11:00am - Noon 

 

Saturdays 
10:00am and 4:00pm  

or upon request 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Monday -  Thursday 
8:30am to 8:30pm 

 

Friday 8:30am - Saturday 8:30am 
 

Morning Prayer 
Monday - Friday 7:00am 

Saturday 8:00am 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Every Second Saturday  
of the Month at 8:30am, 

Thursdays at 2:00pm 
underneath the church 

overhang or upon request 
 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday  

8:00am to 4:00pm 
 

Website: 
www.stpaulchurch.com 

 

Contact us at: 
info@stpaulchurch.com 

 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE… 
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Ministries 
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St. Paul Catholic Church 
and Preschool 

 

www.stpaulchurch.com 

12708 North Dale Mabry Highway, Tampa, Florida  33618-2802     

Phone  (813) 961-3023  †  Fax  (813) 962-8780  
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We’re here to serve you! 
 

Clergy 
Fr. Bill Swengros    Pastor 
Fr. Robert Romaine  Parochial Vicar, Adult 
 Confirmation 
Fr. Ambrose  Parochial Vicar,  
Kadambukatt, OCD Ministry to Homebound 
 and Nursing Homes 
Fr. Peter Okojie Parochial Vicar, 
 Communications  
 (App, Website) 
Deacon Carlos Celaya  RCIA 
Deacon Ray Dever     Mental Health Support 
Deacon Frank Henriquez   
Deacon Rich Spiro     
 

Faith Formation 
Carmen Cayon Director 
Sonia Eberhardt         K-5 Faith Formation  
 Coordinator, First 
 Holy Communion Prep. 
Laura Wendt    High School Youth 
 Minister 
Maria Costa                 Baptism, Marriage, 
 RCIA, Quinceañeras 
Vanessa Vasquez           Faith Formation
 Assistant (Records) 
 

Preschool 
Mindy Geer                Director 
Kelly Mende Assistant Director 
 

Liturgy 
Laurie Erickson Liturgist, Director of  
 Ministries 
Mary Gant                   Music Director, 
 Bereavement Minister 
 

Parish Support 
Brian Smith       Parish Manager  
Barbara Gray               Pastoral Administrative 
  Assistant (Scheduling)     
Sam Mathai Maintenance 
Charles Yezak, Jr.        Director of 
 Communications  
Louis Gobin Accountant 
 
 
 

  
www.stpaulchurch.com 
 

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 
 

info@stpaulchurch.com 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Our Vision Statement:  
“Growing Together as Disciples 

of Christ.” 
 
 

Front cover photo credits: 
Edward Jayaraj 

Sign up for  
Online Giving!  
It’s fast, simple  
and convenient.  

 
Go to stpaulchurch.com  
and click on the Online Giving link or 
scan the QR code to the right with 
your phone or tablet for more info on 
how to sign up today! 

http://www.StPaulChurch.com


My dear friends, 
 
Praise God!  It is here!  Today we are celebrating our 
annual Ministry Fair.  Many people may question why 
we didn’t cancel it this year.  The reason is 
simple.  Everything we do here at St. Paul is for the 
Lord and His people ARE essential services.  The 
Ministry Fair is essential!  
 
Offering the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass to the Lord 
for our needs and the needs of the world with 
beauty, a noble simplicity, and with hearts full of 
peace and joy is not something optional.  It is 
essential to our spiritual well-being and eternal 
salvation.  We are doing exactly what the Lord 
commanded us to do at the Last Supper: “Do this in 
memory of Me” (Lk 22:19) And we need your 
help!  Join a Liturgical Ministry! 
 
Sharing our faith with our children and young people 
is not optional.  It is essential to our mission.  Our 
children are God’s greatest gift and we have an 
obligation to fulfill our divine mandate: “Go, 
therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you” (Mt 28:19-20).  Sign up to be 
a part of any one of our many Faith Formation and 
Family Friendly Ministries! 
 
As Christians, we don’t have an option to NOT care 
for the poor, sick, elderly, marginalized, or oppressed in 
our midst.  It is essential for our salvation: “Amen, I say 
to you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers 
of mine, you did for me” (Mt 25:40).  Everyone should 
join at least one Ministry of Mercy! 
 
The fact is, each and every one of our ministries 
provides essential services.  Some ministries have 
been able to safely resume active “in person” 
ministry.  This year, they need your support more 
than ever!  While others have not been able to meet 
“in person,” they continue to meet virtually and fulfill 
their mission remotely during these challenging time. 
 
How can you help?  Let me give you one 
suggestion.  Many of our Ministers of Hospitality have 
been unable to resume active ministry.  Volunteer to 
assist us so that everyone who comes to St. Paul feels 
welcome and safe and that we can efficiently collect 
donations, distribute bulletins, and provide emergency 
services when required.  
 
Is there something we are not doing?  A young mom 
recently reached out to me about wanting to form a 
support group for young moms.  Wouldn’t that be 
great? Perhaps God is calling you to start a 
ministry!  Let us know.  We would love to help. 
 
Come to the Ministry Fair this weekend!  Meet new 
friends and discover how God is blessing our 
parish.  If you can’t come, check out our ministries 
on our website www.stpaulchurch.com.  I know you 
and your family will be blest!  
 
May God bless you and keep you holy, healthy, 
happy, and safe and sound! 
 

 
 
 
 

Fr. Bill Swengros 
Pastor 
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PARISH WEBSITE:  

www.stpaulchurch.com 

NOVENA  IN  HONOR  OF 
 

 
 
 

 

SEPTEMBER 14 - 

SEPTEMBER 22 

1:00PM 
 

The novena in honor of 
Padre Pio will be held at 
1:00pm each day in the 

church during the weekdays 
and at the Padre Pio 

Shrine on campus on the 
weekend. (Sept. 19 & 20).  

 

 

Financially, while the August figures are yet to be 
reconciled, it appears we will end up in the black despite 
the need to replace an air conditioning unit for the Parish 
Center. For the weekend of September 5th-6th, the 
offertory (excluding electronic giving) was $22,878. The 
average collection, from previous years, is $27,224. 
Remember, our weekend offertory goal is $25,000.   
 

It is interesting to examine the average offertory donation 
per person.  Note that this does not account for families 
nor does it include those who mail in their donations or 
use online giving.  That being said, last weekend, the 
average donation per person attending Mass was $9.27. 
 

Perhaps this is a good time to reflect on your offertory 
giving.  Does it really reflect your gratitude for all the 
blessings you have received? 
 

Finally, we are still short about $31,000 in new pledges 
for the Annual Pastoral Appeal. Remember, what is not 
paid in pledges must be paid from our offertory. Thank 
you for your sacrificial donations to our parish family! 
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The Council of Catholic Women (CCW), will soon begin our new year.  Due to Covid-19, some 
events will change while some will remain the same.  We still have events planned for the fall and will 
do them as safely as possible (Jesuit Tour, Morning of Reflection, the Giving Tree, and the Christmas 
Luncheon…. just to name a few).  Some are tentative of course, based on the status of the pandemic.  
If you would like to become a member or find out more information about our ministry, please send 
an email to:  catholicwomen@stpaulchurch.com 
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INFANT BAPTISM 

 

God reaches out to us in all kinds of ways. The desire in 
your heart to baptize your child is one of them. The 
promises you make for your child on this day will begin to 
form your child into a faithful follower of Christ. 
However, the day of baptism is only the beginning of this 
journey. Baptism is indeed a life changing event! 
 
If you desire the Sacrament of Baptism for your baby, or 
more information on baptisms here at St. Paul Catholic 
Church, please contact Maria Costa via email at: 
mcosta@stpaulchurch.com or call (813) 961-3023. 
Parents and Godparents will be asked to attend a 
baptismal preparation class. 

Page 6 Page 6 
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  St. Paul Faith Formation     
We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace 

Faith Formation Catechist  
Help Needed! 

 

Does this describe you? 
 Faith Filled, fully initiated Catholic over the age of 18 
 Loves to share their Catholic faith with others 
 Interested in being part of a mission that is about God 

and His glory 
 Interested in being a disciple maker to children and 

adults in our parish 
 

If so....we have been looking for YOU!   
 

The mission of God is about his glory, which he achieves 
through redeeming and reconciling an unworthy people to 
himself.  You and I faithfully live out the mission of God by 
being messengers of reconciliation (disciple makers) to 
children and adults in our Faith Formation/RCIA process 
here at St. Paul Catholic Church. 
 

If you are interested, please send an email to the Director of 
Religious Education, Mrs. Carmen Cayon, at 
ccayon@stpaulchurch.com or call the Faith Formation 
office at (813) 961-3023 for more information. 

Our Faith Formation Team is here to help you keep your 
children and teens engaged in learning and reflecting on 
how much they are loved by God and how to hear God 
calling and loving them in the midst of any situation.  If 
your child is not attending a Catholic school, please 
register them in our Faith Formation program by 
contacting our office by sending an email to us at: 
ccayon@stpaulchurch.com or call (813) 961-3023. 
 

Our Youth Ministry Core Team is 
planning our upcoming annual Pumpkin 
Patch that runs the month of October.  
This fundraiser is our one big way in how 
we can finance inspiring Catholic retreat 
experiences such as Cove Crest, Steubenville, and 
National Catholic Youth Conference (NCYC) as well as 
other great teen events. We encourage you to consider 
helping to volunteer to support our youth by selling 
pumpkins, either as a family or with a friend, by signing 
up at this link:   
signupgenius.com/go/70A0A4FA5A72BA0FF2-20201 

Mass of the Angels 
 

The annual Diocesan Mass of the Angels for children 
(born or unborn) who have gone to be with the Lord 

will be celebrated by Fr. Lipscomb on Saturday, 
October 3, at 11:00am at St. Timothy’s  Parish, 17512 

Lakeshore Rd, Lutz. Please wear a face mask.  
 
 

For more 
information  
or to have a 
child's name 
added to the 

program, 
please contact 

Diane at  
(727) 344-1611 

ext. 5308  
or  

email:  
dcs@dosp.org 
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The St. Paul Youth Group is open to all high school teenagers.   
The group usually meets in the St. Paul Pavilion immediately after the  

5:30pm Sunday Mass, unless stated otherwise.   
 

September 13:  Crossroads of the World 
Crossroads of the World is a simulation activity where participants walk in the shoes of 
young people in different parts of the world.  This event will be led by Mike Buckler, 
Diocesan Regional Youth Director.  Participants will gain a better understanding of the 
limiting realities that many people live with each day. 
 

September 20:  Service Project and Confessions 
 

September 27:  One Heart + Parent Meeting 
A LifeTeen night with the goal of helping teens understand the dangers and 
dehumanizing qualities of euthanasia, the death penalty, abortion, and other actions 
that stop the human heart.  
 

October 4:  XLT 
“eXaLT” (also referred to as XLT) is a special night for teens to experience Eucharistic 
Adoration. The event begins with a guest speaker sharing their experiences in faith in 
relationship to the Eucharist.  Afterwards, the night continues with Eucharistic 
Adoration, which is accompanied with praise and worship music. As Catholics, we 
believe the Eucharist is the source and summit of our faith and so these nights are an 
opportunity for teens to experience the glory of God through the Eucharist. 
 

For more information, please contact Laura Wendt, High School Youth 
Minister, at lwendt@stpaulchurch.com or by phone at (813) 961-3023 

 

 
The reading schedule for 
this week is as follows: 

 
Saturday 9/12  Eph 4 
Sunday 9/13  Eph 5:1-16 
Monday 9/14 Eph 5:17-33 
Tuesday 9/15  Eph 6 
Wednesday 9/16 1Tim 1 
Thursday 9/17 1Tim 2 
Friday 9/18  1Tim 3 
Saturday 9/19  1Tim 4 
Sunday 9/20  1Tim 5 

 
 

The entire New Testament 
reading schedule can be 

found on our app or on our 
webpage at:   

www.stpaulchurch.com 
 

 

For Father Bill’s 
commentary, please join 

our Facebook page: 
www.facebook.com/

stpaultpa 

Interested in receiving text messages regarding 
upcoming Youth Group activities and events?  

 

If YES, text: @9bf4c7 to 81010 
for the Youth Group Remind App! 

 

Rite of  
Christian Initiation 

of Adults 
 

 

 

RCIA Meetings are held on Thursdays  
at 7:00pm in the Family Center 

Come and see what this journey 
is all about as you prepare to 
receive the Sacraments in the 

Catholic Church.  Please 
remember to wear your mask 
and bring your hand sanitizer. 

 
For questions or more 

information, please contact: 
Maria Costa at 813-264-3305 

or mcosta@stpaulchurch.com 
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Pope Francis:  Our Holy Father recently began a series of 
teachings during his weekly 
Wednesday Audiences on a Christian 
response to the Covid-19 pandemic.  
They are excellent and are available 
at vatican.va.  We will provide 
excerpts each week in our bulletin. 

 

“The pandemic has exposed the plight of the poor and the 
great inequality that reigns in the world. And the virus, while 
it does not distinguish between people, has found, in its 
devastating path, great inequalities and discrimination. And it 
has exacerbated them! 
 

The response to the pandemic is therefore dual. On the one 
hand, it is essential to find a cure for this small but terrible 
virus, which has brought the whole world to its knees. On the 
other, we must also cure a larger virus, that of social injustice, 
inequality of opportunity, marginalisation, and the lack of 
protection for the weakest. In this dual response for healing 
there is a choice that, according to the Gospel, cannot be 
lacking: the preferential option for the poor (see Apostolic 
Exhortation Evangelii gaudium [EG], 195). And this is not a 
political option; nor is it an ideological option, a party 
option… no. The preferential option for the poor is at the 
centre of the Gospel. And the first to do this was Jesus; we 
heard this in the reading from the Letter to the Corinthians 
which was read at the beginning. Since He was rich, He made 
Himself poor to enrich us. He made Himself one of us and 
for this reason, at the centre of the Gospel, there is this 
option, at the centre of Jesus’ proclamation. 
 

If the virus were to intensify again in a world that is unjust to 
the poor and vulnerable, then we must change this world. 
Following the example of Jesus, the doctor of integral divine 
love, that is, of physical, social and spiritual healing (cf. Jn 5:6-
9) - like the healing worked by Jesus - we must act now, to 
heal the epidemics caused by small, invisible viruses, and to 
heal those caused by the great and visible social injustices. I 
propose that this be done by starting from the love of God, 
placing the peripheries at the centre and the last in first place. 
Do not forget that protocol by which we will be judged, 
Matthew, chapter 25. Let us put it into practice  in this 
recovery from the epidemic. And starting from this tangible 
love - as the Gospel says, there - anchored in hope and 
founded in faith, a healthier world will be possible. Otherwise, 
we will come out of the crisis worse. May the Lord help us, 
and give us the strength to come out of it better, responding 
to the needs of today’s world. Thank you.” (Pope Francis, 
Audience, 19 August 2020. For the full document, see 
www.vatican.va).  

Saturday, September 12, 2020 
The Most Holy Name of Mary 

8:30am  Edward Brennan † 
5:30pm   Louise Francescon † 
7:30pm    St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 
 

Sunday, September 13, 2020 
Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:30am  Celina & Mesio Ruiz † 
9:00am   John Griggs † 
10:45am Micki Plourde † 
12:30pm  Michael & Mike Hingson † 
2:00pm  Juliana Galvis (int.) 
5:30pm  Jaroslaw P. Miernik † 
 

Monday, September 14, 2020 
Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
7:30am   Bertha Kosiorek † 
12:15pm Kevin Mason † 
  

Tuesday, September 15, 2020 
Memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows 
7:30am  William Russell † 
12:15pm  Doloras Mastrino †  
 

Wednesday, September 16, 2020 
Memorial of Saints Cornelius, Pope, and Cyprian, Bishop, Martyrs 
7:30am  Consecrated Life & Priestly Vocations (int.) 
12:15pm Mildred Cucinotta † 
  

Thursday, September 17, 2020 
Saint Robert Bellarmine, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 
7:30am  James Krejci † 
12:15pm Eric Matos †  
 

Friday, September 18, 2020 
7:30am  Dave Baragar † 
12:15pm Maria Linda Alcasio † 
7:30pm  Angel Loper † 
 

Saturday, September 19, 2020 
Saint Januarius, Bishop and Martyr 
8:30am  Joe Fernandez † 
11:00am Denise Ward † 
5:30pm   Phil Petresky & Michael Petresky, Sr. † 
7:30pm    Partners in Prayer Mnistry (int.) 
 

Sunday, September 20, 2020 
Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:30am  St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 
9:00am   Carol Fanella (int.) 
10:45am José & Aura Serrato † 
12:30pm  Theresa Thompson † 
2:00pm  Bravo children (int.) 
5:30pm  Zoila Rivas † 

Thought for the Day: “Be constantly committed to     
prayer or to reading [Scripture]; by praying, you speak to God, 
in reading, God speaks to you.”  
                – St. Cyprian 
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Words of Wisdom:  “There is no one who is without faults, 
and who is not in some way a burden to others, whether he is 
a superior or a subject, an old man or a young one, a scholar 
or a dunce.” 
  

            – St. Robert Bellarmine 

Looking Ahead!  September 12-13: 
Ministry Fair; September 14 - 22: Padre Pio 
Novena; September 19: Our Lady of 
Penafrancia; September 23: 7:00pm Rosary, 
7:30pm Mass in honor of Padre Pio; 

September 25 - October 3:  St. Francis Novena;  October 3:  
Annual Blessing of Animals, 9:00am at Santo Niño Shrine; 
October 3 - 30:  Pumpkin Patch; October 8:  Q&A Meeting 
with Fr. Bill at 1:00pm & 7:00pm in Family Center (and 
Facebook LIVE); November 1:  All Souls Day! 

Ask It Basket:   “What did you think of the 
new movie "Fatima" directed by Marco 
Pontecorvo?”   
 

First of all, I am delighted that this movie has 
been released at this time because more than ever, we need to 
be attentive to the message of Fatima: of God's mercy and the 
need for conversion of hearts.  I wish it was less expensive to 
view but it was worth it!  So … like every movie, it probably 
says more about the director than the actual events.  I wish the 
movie presented more about three apparitions of St. Michael 
and the importance of Holy Communion, the apparition of St. 
Joseph and Jesus, and more of the private revelations of 
Servant of God Sr. Lucia.  The miracle of the sun also was not 
depicted as well as I hoped.  I was also confused and annoyed 
by the fictional “inquisition” by Professor Nichols.  That 
being said, I appreciate the complex way in which the 
characters where presented and developed throughout the 
film.  While is easy to demonize or dismiss others, it is 
important to realize the pressures and burdens which shape 
people's response to the events in their lives.  All in all, it was 
well worth the $20.  I only wish the local theaters were open 
so we could all go together to see it!   
 

(If you have a question for the Ask It Basket, please contact 
frbill@stpaulchurch.com). 

Saints of God: This Thursday, September 17, is the feast of 
St Hildegard of Bingen, abbess and doctor 
of the Church (1098-1179).  Hildegard is 
one of the premier German Rhineland 
mystics. She is known for her 
accomplishments in the fields of theology, 
medicine, science, poetry, music, and art.  
Her mystical visions and insights form the 
basis of her work Scivias and are still the 

subject of much study today.  Through her intercession, we 
pray for the young girls of our parish.  May they fulfill the 
dreams God has for them! 

Scripture Readings  
for the Week of September 13, 2020 
 

Sunday (9/13) Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Sir 27:30—28:7; Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12;  
 Rom 14:7-9; Mt 18:21-35 
Monday (9/14) Nm 21:4b-9; Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37, 38;  
 Phil 2:6-11; Jn 3:13-17 
Tuesday (9/15) 1 Cor 12:12-14, 27-31a; Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5;  
 Jn 19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35 
Wednesday (9/16) 1 Cor 12:31—13:13; Ps 33:2-3, 4-5, 12 & 22;  
 Lk 7:31-35 
Thursday (9/17) 1 Cor 15:1-11; Ps 118:1b-2, 16ab-17, 28;  
 Lk 7:36-50 
Friday (9/18) 1 Cor 15:12-20; Ps 17:1bcd, 6-7, 8b & 15; Lk 8:1-3 
Saturday (9/19) 1 Cor 15:35-37, 42-49; Ps 56:10c-12, 13-14;  
 Lk 8:4-15 
Sunday (9/20) Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Is 55:6-9; Ps 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18; Phil 1:20c-24,  
 27a; Mt 20:1-16a 

We pray for the repose of the souls of those recently 
departed: Susan Elizabeth Thompson, Eileen Schutz, John 

Morrow, John Matera, Sr., Anthony Cutrono, Jr., Orifiel 
Barredo, Howard Workowski, Thomas Henry Santiago, Ana 
Basques, Manuel Emilio Farfan, and Pastor Umberto Lopez. 
 
 

Please remember in your prayers those with 
various health needs: Mark Domantay, Bonnie 

Cayon, Billy Diaz, Patricia Smith, Jaime Zambrano, 
Mary Garcia, Allan Garcia, Frank Loscalzo, Doreen 
Miller and Leelah Sharma. 

This Week In Prayer:  This week celebrate two related 
feasts - the Exultation of the Cross and Our 
Lady of Sorrows.  On Monday we celebrate 
the Feast of the Exultation of the Cross 
originates in the beginning of the 4th Cen-
tury.  Constantine had issued his Edict of 
Toleration - allowing citizens of Rome to 
choose their own religion.  His mother, 
Saint Helena, then went to Jerusalem to visit 
the holy places associated with Christ.  

Through God’s grace and a lot of ingenuity, she discovered 
the Holy Wood of the Cross and built the church of the Holy 
Sepulcher over the site of the crucifixion, burial, and resurrec-
tion of Christ.  On Tuesday, we recall Our Lady of Sorrows 
(LK 2:35; Jn 19:26-27) and recall to follow Christ also means 
to transverse the via dolorosa. 

Prayer for Protection from Hurricanes:  Our Father in 
Heaven, through the intercession of 
Our Lady of Prompt Succor, spare us 
during this Hurricane season from all 
harm.  Protect us and our homes from 
all disasters of nature.  Our Lady of 

Prompt Succor, hasten to help us.  We ask this through 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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Divine Mercy in My Soul 
 

 

“O Jesus, Divine Prisoner of Love, 
when I consider Your love and how 
You emptied Yourself for me, my 
senses fail me. You hide Your 
inconceivable majesty and lower 
Yourself to miserable me. O King of 
Glory, though You hide Your beauty, 
yet the eye of my soul rends the veil. I 
see the angelic choirs giving You honor 
without cease, and all the heavenly 
Powers praising You without cease, 
and without cease they are saying: 
Holy, Holy, Holy. 
 
Oh, who will comprehend Your love 
and Your unfathomable mercy toward 
us! O Prisoner of Love, I lock up my 
poor heart in this tabernacle, that it 
may adore You without cease night and 
day. I know of no obstacle in this 
adoration, and even though I be 
physically distant, my heart is always 
with You. Nothing can put a stop to 
my love for You. No obstacles exist for 
me. O my Jesus, I will console You for 
all the ingratitude, the blasphemies, the 
coldness, the hatred of the wicked, the 
sacrileges. O Jesus, I want to burn as 'a 
pure offering and to be consumed 
before the throne of Your hiddenness. 
I plead with You unceasingly for poor 
dying sinners” (n. 80). 



Articles & St. Paul Catholic Preschool 

Let Your Light Shine!  Don’t hide your light under a bushel 
basket!  We all want to hear about the exciting 
things Christ is doing through your ministry!  
Submit your bulletin or web notes to Charles in 
the Parish Office and be sure to include lots of 
pictures!  Let your light shine! 

MASS ▪ NEWS ▪ PHOTOS ▪ EVENTS 

 
Join the St. Paul Catholic Church  

Facebook page today! 
 

facebook.com/stpaultpa  

Deo Gratias:  Please join me in thanking 
everyone who has helped make this year’s 
Ministry Fair so wonderful.  These are 
extraordinary times and it took extraordinary 

effort to share the exciting things God is doing in our 
parish while keeping us all safe.  May God bless you! A 
gentle reminder: if you are traveling, please bring us 
bulletins from your travels.  We love to hear how God is 
blessing our sister parishes! 

 

License # CHC 110273  

Excellence in Catholic preschool education for 40 years 

Office: 813-264-3383 ▪ Email: preschool@stpaulchurch.com 

Mass Appeal:  After hearing the Word of God and listening 
to the explanation of the priest or deacon in 
the Homily, we respond with an act or 
profession of faith called the Creed or 
Symbolum.  The word “Creed” comes from 
the Latin credo or “I believe”.  It is a summary 

of the principal truths of the faith and expresses our belief in 
the Triune God.  As the Catechism of the Catholic Church affirms: 
“To say the Credo with faith is to enter into communion with 
God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and also with the whole 
Church which transmits the faith to us and in whose midst we 
believe (n. 197).  
 

At Mass, we usually profess the Nicene Creed, drawn from the 
teachings of the Councils of Councils of Nicaea (325) and 
Constantinople (381) and ratified by the Council of Chalcedon 
(451).  There are other Creeds, most notable being the 
Apostles’ Creed which is used at Masses with children and 
while praying the Rosary and Chaplet of Divine Mercy.  The 
Creeds were often developed in response to the heresies of the 
day, many of which denied that Jesus was fully human as well 
as fully divine! 

WWW.STPAULCHURCH.COM  

We had a busy week of PreK!  We continued our “All About 
Me” theme and learned the names of our friends in the 
class. We graphed “How many letters are in your name?” 
and used sticker dots to make the first letter of our 
names.  Children often recognize the letters in their own 
names first, because these are the letter of the words that 
are most important to them! 
 

  — Karen Overmyer, 4 year old Lead Teacher 

We are still accepting children for the 

2020 – 2021 school year.   

Please contact the preschool office at  

(813) 264-3383 for more information. 
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Friendly Reminder: If we want our children to develop a 
personal life-long relationship with the 
Lord, it is extremely important that faith be 
lived at home.  This means praying with our 
children before meals and before going to 
bed.  It means sharing your faith with them 
and modeling what it means to be a good 
Christian.  It also means attending Mass 
each and every Sunday as a family.  Some 

parents mistakenly think that sending their kids to Religious 
Education or Catholic School is a substitute for a Christian 
home or weekly Mass attendance.  No.  It is an important sup-
plement but no school or program can replace what you do as 
parents or the value of participating in Sunday Mass each 
weekend as a family. 
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Legal Consultation & Referral Service  
Every Monday by appointment only 

  Please call (813) 961-3023 

 

St. Vincent  
de Paul Society 

 

Food Pantry Hours 
Monday & Thursday 9:00am - 12:00pm    

Assistance Line: (813) 264-3325  
 

The St. Vincent de Paul Society continues to help those in 
need in our community.  In addition to helping clients with 
their monetary needs, we are currently serving 50 - 60 families 
a week at our Food Pantry.  We could not do this without your 
very generous donations week after week! 
 

If you would like to help, food donations to the St. Vincent de 
Paul Food Pantry can be left in the marked baskets located in 
the Narthex.  Monetary donations can be dropped in the Poor 
Box, also located in the Narthex. Please make sure to specify 
SVDP in the memo line for check donations or you may use 
an offertory envelope for cash donations and label it SVDP.   
 

Pantry Wish List This Week: 

Cereal ▪ Jelly ▪  Maple Syrup 

Oatmeal ▪ Pancake Mix ▪ Peanut Butter 

 

Thank you for your generosity!  ~ SVdP Society 
 

*** Please note we are unable to use expired items  *** 

Are you interested in 
participating in a Women's 

Catholic Study? 
. 

Join the Women of Grace 
Foundational Study at  

St. Paul Catholic Church! 
 

The Women of Grace Study is a wonderful review of the 
Catholic faith for women with an emphasis on the gift of 
femininity and the purpose and mission of women in the 
world today.  We will review the lives of women saints and 
holy women throughout the history of the Church.  With the 
Blessed Virgin Mary as our Spiritual Mother, we grow in 
feminine virtue and fulfillment. 
 

Our parish is offering the nine week Foundational Women of 
Grace study.  We will meet online in a Zoom format from 
7:00pm-8:30pm on Wednesdays, beginning September 23

rd
 

through Wednesday November 18
th
.  There will be an online, 

informational session on Wednesday, September 16
th
 at 

7:00pm for those planning to participate as well as those 
interested in learning more about the study. 
 

If you are interested in attending the study or learning 
more you must email Allison Poff & Judy Johnston at 
women-of-grace@stpaulchurch.com as we will send you 
the Zoom links to access the informational session and 
subsequent meetings. 

“Building A New Church” 
 

Bible Study (in English) begins 
Wednesday, September 16th  

in the Family Center 
 

Morning sessions 
9:15am - 11:00 am 

 

Evening sessions 
7:30pm - 9:00pm 

 

Learn about the early history of the Church 
through the Acts of the Apostles! 

 

For more information, including on 
how to attend the meetings via 
zoom, please send an email to: 
biblestudy@stpaulchurch.com 

Knights of  
Columbus  

Council 11211  
 

Annual Charity 
Golf  Tournament  

 

at Cheval Golf & 
Country Club 

Saturday, October 17 
 

 

Here is how you can participate….  
 

As a Player, join in the Tournament’s Four Person scramble. 
Your donation of $100 per player (or $400 per foursome) will 
include the following:  

• 18 holes of golf and cart fees  
• Boxed lunch, Italian-style dinner and complimentary 
beverages  
• A gift bag that includes a $39 round of golf at Cheval and 
a $100 catalog gift certificate just for test-driving a Cadillac 
at Ed Morse 
• Golf vacation trips and/or premiums for a hole-in-one 
on all Par 3's  
• Silent auction and raffle prizes  

 

As a Hole Sponsor, by choosing your donation level:  
• Contest Sponsor - Prepays 4 players, places your sign on 
2 holes ($800)  
• Gold Sponsor - Prepays 4 players and places your sign on 
1 hole ($600)  
• Hole Sponsor - Places your sign on 1 hole ($200)  

 

As a Raffle & Silent Auction Sponsor, advertise your 
business with gift cards, discount coupons, free rounds of golf 
or donate bottles of wine, cigars, golf balls, golf bags, sports 
memorabilia, game tickets, gift baskets, etc.  
 

 For information, e-mail:  knights@stpaulchurch.com  



On a Lighter Note:  Dad: "Why did you fail your 
mathematics test?" 
Son: "On Monday, teacher said 3+5=8." 
Dad: "So?" 

Son: "On Tuesday, she said 4+4=8.  And on Wednesday, she 
said 6+2=8 ... If she can't make up her mind, how do I know 
the right answer?" 
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I. Sirach 27:30-28:7  Late Hellenistic 
Jewish Thought. 
  
Reflection:  The Book of Sirach is also 
called "Ecclesiasticus" in some Catholic 
editions of the Bible; it is considered by 
Protestants to be "Apocryphal," and is 
not included in their Bibles.  It is a Book 
that was published in the late 2nd 
Century BC (some authors suggest 
around 117 BC) in Alexandria.  It is 
included as part of the "Wisdom 
Literature," as you can see.  The message 
is quite "modern," in Biblical time.  
There are two themes: 1) The 
inappropriateness of "wrath," "anger," 
and "vengeance."  All three were 
considered proper responses in the 
Ancient world to an insult or injury.  
Hence, Sirach is "counter-cultural."  2) 
The centrality of "forgiveness."  Many 
Christians suggest that "forgiveness" was 
introduced as a value by Jesus.  Here we 
see it as a Jewish value nearly 150 years 
prior to his time.   
 
II. Romans 14:7-9  The Essential 
Point. 
 
Reflection: This reading is a short 

"interior" passage of the continuing 
"Exhortation."  It really should be read 
in context (14:1-12).  St. Paul is dealing 
with the most basic issues here; he 
presupposes the question, "What is the 
goal of life?"  He answers that it is not 
"for ourselves."  In other words, the 
center of gravity of the Christian life is 
external to the person him/herself.  That 
is the essence of what it means "to love."  
"Living for the Lord" means to have the 
focus of our lives in others, for this is 
how we love God concretely.  If the 
emotion that constitutes Love of God 
does not find its outlet in living for 
others, then it is an empty and 
meaningless mood that we can conjure 
up at will to make ourselves feel good.  
Hence, Life for the Lord, and Death for 
the Lord imply that we belong to the 
Lord; we are His People, His Church.  
Remember, for St. Paul Christ = Church; 
belonging to Christ is to belong to the 
Church, not as mere "membership," but 
as vibrant parts of the community.  This 
is how Christ is "Lord of both living and 
dead." 
 
III. Matthew 18:21-35  Forgiveness. 
 
Reflection:  This is a popular parable, 
but also should be read in the proper 
context of 18:15-35.  Verses 15 to 20 

dealt with discipline in the Church, 
where a "brother" (sic) sins (maybe 
"against you").  The instruction was first 
reprove him alone, then with others; 
then, if that failed, to bring him to the 
Church.  And if he refuses, he is to be 
treated as a "Gentile and tax collector."  
Here, also, the Church has the power to 
"bind and lose."  Then the question 
arises as to how often sin should be 
tolerated.  The Greek texts refers to the 
servant owing his master "ten thousand 
talents," an equivalent of billions of 
dollars, which amount was forgiven.  
The servant was owed the equivalent of 
about $8,000.00, and he refused to 
forgive that amount.  There are two 
connections with Sirach:  First, God 
alone has the right of "vengeance," or 
the right to insist on Justice.  He is a 
forgiving God, but if one does not 
forgive others, one cannot expect that 
very forgiveness of God.  You can see 
the continuity of that thought from 
Sirach to Matthew, as he put those 
words in Jesus' mouth.  Practically, it is 
probably impossible for any marriage to 
succeed if absolute, complete forgiveness 
is not offered after an injury...forgiveness 
so complete that the injury is not only 
forgiven, but is forgotten.  Amnesty 
(forgetfulness) is the only true form of 
forgiveness. † 

Due to copyright restrictions, we are 
unable to print the Scriptures with the 

Reflections of Dr. Jack Conroy.   

Faith in Action: “For if we live, we live for the 
Lord, and if we die, we die for the Lord; so then, 
whether we live or die, we are the Lord's” (Rom 
14:8).  This is the essence of stewardship….  

everything we have and everything we are is a gift from God. 
We aren't "owners" of anything, we are merely "stewards" of 
the gifts that God has given us, especially our very own lives.  
Pray to God daily and ask Him how He is calling you to live 
the life that He intended for you. 

Offertory Gifts: Our ushers are always looking for 
parishioners to volunteer to bring up the offertory 
gifts.  Next Sunday, why not ask them if they need 
help.  You will find it to be a great blessing for your 
family.  Peace! 

Living Liturgy: What has helped you when 
you found it difficult to forgive others for the 
harm they have done? 
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Ministries are encouraged to send information regarding 
upcoming meetings and events to: 

bulletin@stpaulchurch.com 
 

Submissions for the bulletin are due 10 days 
prior to the bulletin’s front cover date.  

Please include the word “Bulletin” in the 
subject line of your email.  Thank you! 

 

We strongly urge all parishioners to register, to 
become informed on key issues, and to vote. 
The Church does not support or oppose any 
candidate, but seeks to focus attention on the 

moral and human dimensions of issues. We do not 
authorize the distribution of partisan political materials on 
parish property. 


