
Oh Come, Let us Adore Him!  
Every Wednesday and Friday  

 25TH Sunday in Ordinary Time                        Sunday, September 20, 2020 

"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,  
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian  

community of faith, living our love for God and neighbor while growing together as disciples of Christ." 

WEEKEND MASSES 

Saturday Vigil Masses 
5:30pm   

Missa em Português: 7:30pm 
 

Sunday Masses 
7:30am, 9:00am, 10:45am,  

12:30pm, 5:30pm 
Misa en Español:  2:00pm  

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Monday through Friday 
7:30am and 12:15pm 

 

Saturday 
8:30am 

 

First Friday Mass 7:30pm 
Third Friday Mass 7:30pm 

*Fourth Friday Mass 7:30pm  
*(en Español) 

 

Reconciliation (Confession) 
Monday - Friday  
11:00am - Noon 

 

Saturdays 
10:00am and 4:00pm  

or upon request 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Monday -  Thursday 
8:30am to 8:30pm 

 

Friday 8:30am - Saturday 8:30am 
 

Morning Prayer 
Monday - Friday 7:00am 

Saturday 8:00am 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Every Second Saturday  
of the Month at 8:30am, 

Thursdays at 2:00pm 
underneath the church 

overhang or upon request 
 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday  

8:00am to 4:00pm 
 

Website: 
www.stpaulchurch.com 

 

Contact us at: 
info@stpaulchurch.com 

 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE… 
 

Rite of Enrollment 
Page 6 

 

Pumpkin Patch 
Volunteers Needed! 

Page 7 
 

St. Paul Catholic Church 
and Preschool 

 

www.stpaulchurch.com 

12708 North Dale Mabry Highway, Tampa, Florida  33618-2802     

Phone  (813) 961-3023  †  Fax  (813) 962-8780  
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We’re here to serve you! 
 

Clergy 
Fr. Bill Swengros    Pastor 
Fr. Robert Romaine  Parochial Vicar, Adult 
 Confirmation 
Fr. Ambrose  Parochial Vicar,  
Kadambukatt, OCD Ministry to Homebound 
 and Nursing Homes 
Fr. Peter Okojie Parochial Vicar, 
 Communications  
 (App, Website) 
Deacon Carlos Celaya   
Deacon Ray Dever      
Deacon Frank Henriquez   
Deacon Rich Spiro     
 

Faith Formation 
Carmen Cayon Director 
Sonia Eberhardt         K-5 Faith Formation  
 Coordinator, First 
 Holy Communion Prep. 
Laura Wendt    High School Youth 
 Minister 
Maria Costa                 Baptism, Marriage, 
 RCIA, Quinceañeras 
Vanessa Vasquez           Faith Formation
 Assistant (Records) 
 

Preschool 
Mindy Geer                Director 
Kelly Mende Assistant Director 
 

Liturgy 
Laurie Erickson Liturgist, Director of  
 Ministries 
Mary Gant                   Music Director, 
 Bereavement Minister 
 

Parish Support 
Brian Smith       Parish Manager  
Barbara Gray               Pastoral Administrative 
  Assistant (Scheduling)     
Sam Mathai Maintenance 
Charles Yezak, Jr.        Director of 
 Communications  
Louis Gobin Accountant 
 
 
 

  
www.stpaulchurch.com 
 

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 
 

info@stpaulchurch.com 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Our Vision Statement:  
“Growing Together as Disciples 

of Christ.” 
 
 

Front cover photo credits of 2020 Ministry Fair: 
Charles Yezak, Jr. 

Sign up for  
Online Giving!  
It’s fast, simple  
and convenient.  

 
 
Go to stpaulchurch.com  
and click on the Online Giving link or 
scan the QR code to the right with 
your phone or tablet for more info 
on how to sign up today! 

NOVENA  & MASS 
IN  HONOR  OF 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

DAILY  AT 1:00PM  NOW 

THROUGH  SEPTEMBER 22 
 

 
The novena, in honor of Padre Pio, continues  

to be held at 1:00pm each day in the church  
now through September 22.   

 

The Feast Day Mass will be held at 7:30pm on 
Wednesday, September 23, at the outdoor Padre Pio 

Shrine on our campus (Rainout location:  Main Church). 

http://www.StPaulChurch.com


 
My dear friends, 
 
Today’s Gospel is the perfect Gospel for the weekend 
after the Ministry Fair!  Let me rephrase it.  “The 
kingdom of God is like the pastor who was searching 
for volunteers to serve as Ministers of Hospitality and 
catechists for Faith Formation and Youth Ministry.  
He went out after the 5:30pm and 7:30pm vigil 
Masses and found some willing souls.  He went out 
again the next morning after the 7:30am, 9:00am, and 
10:45am Masses and found some more faithful 
volunteers.  He went out again at 12:15pm, 2:00pm, 
and 5:30pm and found still more.  Then a week later, 
in his Sunday bulletin, he put out another clarion call: 
“We still need help!  We need you to become more 
involved in our liturgical ministries, faith building 
ministries, ministries of mercy, community building 
ministries, and community serving ministries.  We 
need you!  Don’t feel bad about volunteering late! 
‘The last shall be first!’  If you have questions about 
any ministry, check our parish website or contact 
Laurie at the parish office at (813) 961-3023 or 
lerickson@stpaulchurch.com. What is not 
important is WHEN you volunteer or for WHAT 
you volunteer, but that you become more involved in 
our parish life ... face to face or virtually!   
 
On a completely different note, a number of people 
have asked me to speak about the current election 
cycle and more specifically, to tell others for whom to 
vote.  As Catholics, we are called to carry the values 
of the Gospel and the teachings of the Church into 
the public sphere as well as the voting booth. 
Catholic citizens not only have the right, but a serious 
moral obligation to vote and to participate in the 

democratic process.  It is one of the ways we share in 
the redemptive act of Christ and help build the 
Kingdom of God here on earth.  Our goal should be 
to foster a just society which safeguards the inherent 
dignity and sacredness of every human person from 
conception to natural death, preserves peace, justice, 
and liberty for all, and promotes the common good.  
Easier said than done! 
 
As Catholics, we are obligated to follow our 
consciences as we mark our ballots.  The conscience 
is the meeting place between God and his children 
and must be well-formed by prayerful reflection of 
Sacred Scripture and the teachings of the Church.  
This means we need to be informed not only of the 
Gospel values and rich deposit of faith, but also the 
issues at hand and where the candidates stand on the 
issues.  Our diocese has assembled an excellent 
variety of resources to help you in your discernment 
(https://www.dosp.org/faithful-citizenship-
resources/).  Be informed. 
 
All that being said, at the end of the day, we may very 
well feel that we must choose between the lesser of 
two evils.  That is okay.  Perfection is only found in 
heaven.  Good and faithful Catholics can reach 
different conclusions based on their personal needs, 
experiences, and values.  What is needed is not 
condemnation but understanding and a renewed trust 
in God. 
 
My hope and prayers are that these thoughts will help 
us as a parish family to be more tolerant and 
understanding of one another as we journey through 
this election cycle.   
 
May God bless 
you and keep you 
holy,  healthy, 
happy, and safe 
and sound! 
 

Fr. Bill Swengros 
Pastor 
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PARISH WEBSITE:  

www.stpaulchurch.com 

Mass of the Angels 
 

The annual Diocesan Mass of the Angels for children 
(born or unborn) who have gone to be with the Lord 

will be celebrated by Fr. Lipscomb on Saturday, 
October 3, at 11:00am at St. Timothy’s  Parish, 

17512 Lakeshore Road, Lutz, Florida.  
Please wear a face mask.  

 
 

For more 
information  
or to have a 
child's name 
added to the 

program, please 
contact Diane at  
(727) 344-1611 

ext. 5308  
or  

email:  
dcs@dosp.org 

HOLY WATER DISPENSER 
Fr. Bill Swengros, Pastor, blesses 
the water in the new Holy Water 
dispenser in the Narthex of the 
main  church  on  F r iday , 
September 11, 2020.  Parishioners 
may bring a Holy Water bottle or 
clean container to dispense Holy 
Water for home and personal use. 

 

SEPTEMBER 25 -  
OCTOBER 3 

 

7:30PM 
 

SANTO NIÑO 
SHRINE 

 
BLESSING  OF  PETS  

Saturday, October 3 @ 9:00am 
Santo Niño Shrine/Peace Path 



Parish & Liturgical Events Page 5 

 

THE ANNUAL NOVENA TO OUR 
LADY OF APARECIDA WILL BE 

HELD AT THE OUR LADY OF 
APARECIDA SHRINE FROM 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1 
THROUGH FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9.  
THE FESTIVAL MASS WILL BE 

HELD ON SATURDAY, OCTOBER 
10 AT 7:30PM.  THE SCHEDULE IS: 

THURSDAY, OCT 1 @ 7:30PM 
FRIDAY, OCT 2 @ 7:00PM 

SATURDAY, OCT 3 @ 7:00PM 
SUNDAY, OCT 4 @ 7:00PM 
MONDAY, OCT 5 @ 7:30PM 
TUESDAY, OCT 6 @ 7:30PM 

WEDNESDAY, OCT 7 @ 7:30PM 
THURSDAY, OCT 8 @ 7:30PM 

FRIDAY, OCT 9 @ 7:00PM 

The Q&A Parish Meetings (Town 

Hall Format), hosted by Father 

Bill Swengros, 

will be held 

on Thursday, October 

8th at 1:00pm 

and 7:00pm in the Parish Center.  

All are welcome to attend this 

event.  For those who are unable to attend the meetings in person, 

the events will be streamed on the StPaul Tampa Parish Facebook page. 



Page  6 

INFANT BAPTISM 
 

God reaches out to us in all kinds of ways. The desire in 
your heart to baptize your child is one of them. The 
promises you make for your child on this day will begin to 
form your child into a faithful follower of Christ. 
However, the day of baptism is only the beginning of this 
journey. Baptism is indeed a life changing event! 
 
If you desire the Sacrament of Baptism for your baby, or 
more information on baptisms here at St. Paul Catholic 
Church, please contact Maria Costa via email at: 
mcosta@stpaulchurch.com or call (813) 961-3023. 
Parents and Godparents will be asked to attend a 
baptismal preparation class. 

Page 6 Page 6 

 6 

        

  St. Paul Faith Formation     
We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace 

St. Paul Tampa Youth Group Instagram Account: 

stpaultampayg 

Interested in receiving text messages 
regarding upcoming Youth Group 

activities and events?  
If YES, text: @9bf4c7 to 81010 

for the Youth Group Remind App! 

Our Faith Formation Team is here to help you keep your 
children and teens engaged in learning and reflecting on 
how much they are loved by God and how to hear God 
calling and loving them in the midst of any situation.  If 
your child is not attending a Catholic school, please 
register them in our Faith Formation program by 
contacting our office by sending an email to us at: 
ccayon@stpaulchurch.com or call (813) 961-3023. 

Next weekend, September 26 & 27, all 
second year Confirmation students are 
asked to participate in the Rite of 
Enrollment, which will take place at ALL 
Masses. No pre-enrollment is required.  
 

When your family comes to Mass, please sign in your child 
at the entrance to the church. You will find your child’s 
name listed by class. They will receive a cross to wear. 
Please have them stand when the priest invites them to do 
so. This rite is an important step in the Confirmation 
process. It is a public declaration of your child’s openness 
and readiness for Confirmation.  
 

Thank you for all you do in support of your confirmandi.  If 
you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
Carmen Cayon, Director of Religious Education, at (813) 
961-3023.  THANK YOU!  

INFANT BAPTISMS  
FOR THE MONTH OF AUGUST 
 

Camilo Casimiro Gonzales  ▪  Preston Osley Benitez 
Ray Santiago Villadonga  ▪ Sophia Lopez 

Larry Lorenzo Cruz III   ▪  Ariella Recio 
Colton Taylor Tedesco  ▪ Cristian Lopez Contreras 

Stephanie Lopez Contreras  ▪  Samara Pardo 
Diego Rodriguez  ▪ Thiago Mandina  ▪  Eloise Romano 

Calling All 
Middle 
Schoolers!  
 

You are invited to our 
"Visions Retreat” 
designed just for you! 
It will be a fun day of outdoor activities, scriptural 
reflection, prayer & fellowship. Come and bring a friend! 

 

Date:  Saturday, October 3rd 
Time:  10am-3:00pm 

Where:  St. Paul Church Family Center 
Cost:  $10 lunch donation per person 

 

To register, please contact Carmen Cayon by 
September 29th by calling (813) 961-3023 ext. 3337  

or email:  ccayon@stpaulchurch.com 
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The St. Paul Youth Group is open 
to all high school teenagers.  The 
group usually meets in the 
Family Center immediately after 
the 5:30pm Sunday Mass, unless 
stated otherwise.  Our upcoming 
events are  

September 20:  Service Project 
and Confessions 
September 27:  One Heart + 
Parent Meeting 
October 4:  XLT 
October 10:  Search Retreat (see 
ad below) 

 

The reading schedule for 
this week is as follows: 

 
Saturday 9/19   1Tim 4 
Sunday 9/20   1Tim 5 
Monday 9/21   1Tim 6 
Tuesday 9/22  Titus 1 
Wednesday 9/23 Titus 2 
Thursday 9/24  Titus  
Friday 9/25   2Tim 1 
Saturday 9/26   2Tim 2 
Sunday 9/27   2Tim 3 

 
 

The entire New Testament 
reading schedule can be 

found on our app or on our 
webpage at:   

www.stpaulchurch.com 
 

 

For Father Bill’s 
commentary, please join 

our Facebook page: 
www.facebook.com/

stpaultpa 

PUMPKIN PATCH VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
 

The St. Paul Pumpkin Patch will open on October 3rd.  The Youth 
Group is in need of individuals to assist with the unloading of 
40,000 pounds of pumpkins from the delivery truck on Friday, 
October 2nd at 4:00pm.  In addition, we are in need of adult and 
student volunteers to assist every day with the Pumpkin Patch 
from Noon - 8:00pm, Monday through Saturday and from 8:00am 
- 8:00pm on Sundays from October 3 - 31, 2020.  To help, please 
contact Laura Wendt, High School Youth Minister via email at 
lwendt@stpaulchurch.com or by phone at (813) 961-3023. 

For  
more 

information  
on  

upcoming 
Youth  
Group  
events, 

including 
registration  

for  
the  

October  
10th  

Search  
Retreat  
please  
contact:  

 

Laura  
Wendt  

 

High  
School  
Youth 

Minister 
 

lwendt@ 
stpaulchurch. 

com 
  

(813) 
961-3023 
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Pope Francis:  Our Holy Father recently began a series of 
teachings  during his  weekly 
Wednesday Audiences on a Christian 
response to the Covid-19 pandemic.  
They are excellent and are available at 
vatican.va.  We will provide excerpts 
each week in our bulletin. 

 

“The pandemic has exposed and aggravated social problems, 
above all that of inequality. Some people can work from 
home, while this is impossible for many others. Certain 
children, notwithstanding the difficulties involved, can 
continue to receive an academic education, while this has been 
abruptly interrupted for many, many others. Some powerful 
nations can issue money to deal with the crisis, while this 
would mean mortgaging the future for others. 
 

These symptoms of inequality reveal a social illness; it is a 
virus that comes from a sick economy. And we must say it 
simply: the economy is sick. It has become ill. It is the fruit of 
unequal economic growth — this is the illness: the fruit of 
unequal economic growth — that disregards fundamental 
human values. In today’s world, a few wealthy people possess 
more than all the rest of humanity. I will repeat this so that it 
makes us think: a few wealthy people, a small group, possess 
more than all the rest of humanity. This is pure statistics. This 
is an injustice that cries out to heaven! At the same time, this 
economic model is indifferent to the damage inflicted on our 
common home. Care is not being taken of our common 
home. We are close to exceeding many limits of our wonderful 
planet, with serious and irreversible consequences: from the 
loss of biodiversity and climate change to rising sea levels and 
the destruction of the tropical forests. Social inequality and 
environmental degradation go together and have the same 
root (cf. Encyclical, Laudato Si’, 101): the sin of wanting to 
possess and wanting to dominate over one’s brothers and 
sisters, of wanting to possess and dominate nature and God 
himself. But this is not the design for creation.” (Pope Francis, 
Audience, 26 August 2020. For the full document, see 
www.vatican.va).  

We pray for the repose of the souls of those recently 
departed: Franko Coladonato, Sister Irene Onyai, Susan 

Elizabeth Thompson, Eileen Schutz, John Morrow, John 
Matera, Sr., Anthony Cutrono, Jr., Orifiel Barredo, Howard 
Workowski, Thomas Henry Santiago, and Ana Basques. 
 
 

Please remember in your prayers those with 
various health needs: Mark Domantay, Bonnie 

Cayon, Billy Diaz, Patricia Smith, Jaime Zambrano, 
Mary Garcia, Allan Garcia, Frank Loscalzo, Doreen 
Miller and Leelah Sharma. 

 

Saturday, September 19, 2020 
Saint Januarius, Bishop and Martyr 
8:30am  Joe Fernandez † 
11:00am Denise Ward † 
5:30pm   Phil Petresky & Michael Petresky, Sr. † 
7:30pm    Partners in Prayer Mnistry (int.) 
 

Sunday, September 20, 2020 
Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:30am  St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 
9:00am   Carol Fanella (int.) 
10:45am José & Aura Serrato † 
12:30pm  Theresa Thompson † 
2:00pm  Bravo children (int.) 
5:30pm  Zoila Rivas † 

 
Monday, September 21, 2020 
Feast of Saint Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist 
7:30am   Ghislaine Bazelais † 
12:15pm Nelly Pedraza † 
  

Tuesday, September 22, 2020 
7:30am  Rita & Charles Mahlmeister † 
12:15pm  Angel Guevara †  
 

Wednesday, September 23, 2020 
Memorial of Saint Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest 
7:30am  Jesus Mendoza † 
12:15pm Consecrated Life & Priestly Vocations (int.) 
7:30pm  Gilberto Rivera † 
  

Thursday, September 24, 2020 
7:30am  Mary Evers † 
12:15pm Barbara Codling †  
 

Friday, September 25, 2020 
7:30am  Rebecca Ploehn † 
12:15pm Monica Abaunza † 
7:30pm  Jorge Genis Flores † 
 

Saturday, September 26, 2020 
Saints Cosmas and Damian, Martyrs 
8:30am  Freddy Jimenez †  
5:30pm   Lexi Girard (int.) 
7:30pm    Edward Ratka † 
 

Sunday, September 27, 2020 
Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:30am  Dahlia Martinez † 
9:00am   St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 
10:45am Barbara Johnson † 
12:30pm  Joseph Aguiar † 
2:00pm  Maria Dolores Villa de Cifuentes † 
5:30pm  Frances DeLauro † 

Prayer for a Sick Pet: Healing Father in heaven, You made 
all things for your praise and glory.  You also made us 
guardians of this creature who is now ill and suffering.  Please 
restore _______ (name of pet) to health and strength if that is 
your design.  Blessed are you, O Lord our God, and precious 
is your name for ever and ever.  Amen.  (Judith A. Bauer) 
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Words of Wisdom:  “Pray, hope, and don't worry.  Worry is 
useless. God is merciful and will hear your prayer.”  
     

             – St. Padre Pio

Looking Ahead!  September 23: 7:00pm 
Rosary, 7:30pm Mass in honor of Padre Pio; 
September 25 - October 3: St. Francis 
Novena;  October 3: Annual Blessing of 
Animals at 9:00am; October 3 - 30:  

Pumpkin Patch; October 8: Q&A Meeting with Fr. Bill at 
1:00pm & 7:00pm will be live as well as on Facebook;  
October 9: Fall Festival, 5:00pm - 8:00pm; October 10: Our 
Lady of Aparecida Feast Day Mass at 7:00pm; October 18: 
World Mission Sunday; October 31: All Hallow’s Eve; 
November 1:  All Saints Day;  November 2: All Souls Day; 
November 4: Journey to New Life Workshop; Novemer 5 - 
December 8: 33 Days of Preparation for Total Consecration 
to Jesus through Mary; November 7: Parish Picnic! 

Ask It Basket:  “Why hasn't the Catholic 
Church stood up for the rights of it's 
members publicly, regarding the 
suppression of religion during these times?  

Walmart can fill their stores, but the Catholic Church has 
been idle in it's stance to fight for the right of religious 
freedoms, of it's members in this country.”   
 

First of all, thank you for your question.  The Catholic Church 
has been very vocal about the importance of religious 
freedoms, one of the most fundamental of all human rights.  
Yet, it isn’t often shared by our local or national news.  As for 
the closing of the churches, while I can’t speak for other 
dioceses, Bishop Parkes wisely directed churches in our 
diocese to close prior to any government recommendation and 
has been slower to open them up because of his care and 
concern for the safety of the people of God.  In fact, our ideal 
occupancy rate of 25% is far below what has been set by our 
government.  It should be noted that President Trump, 
Governor DeSantis, and Bishop Parks agree that churches and 
other religious institutions provide “essential services.”  What 
is noteworthy is that our bishop has provided extraordinary 
direction and support to ensure that these services are 
provided in a manner as safe as possible for all.  What people 
tend to forget is that the Church has had 2000 years of 
experience of living through pandemics.  In fact, many of our 
most beloved saints are noted specifically for the way they 
cared for those most vulnerable in times much like these.  As 
in the past, safe physical distancing, covering faces, basic 
hygiene, and yes, the shuttering of churches were all part of the 
established protocol.  Our response is always with care for the 
afflicted, concern for the vulnerable, a respect for science, and 
great faith in God.  
 

(If you have a question for the Ask It Basket, please contact 
frbill@stpaulchurch.com). 

Saints of God:  This Wednesday, September 23, is the Feast 
of St. Padre Pio of Pietrelcina.  
Francesco was born on May 25, 
1887, in Pietrelcina, a small village 
near Naples.  While weak in stature, 
from an early age he had a great 
devotion to the Lord.  At the age of 
16, he entered the Franciscan 

Capuchin Order and took on the name Pio.  He was ordained 
in 1910.  He had several mystical experiences which 
culminated on September 20, 1918 when he received the 
stigmata or mystical wounds of Christ.  Although he suffered 
terribly from his wounds and the misunderstanding of the 
Church, Padre Pio was blest with the ability to read hearts of 
penitents, heal the sick, and bilocate.  He founded a great 
hospital to care for the sick in   He died on this day in 1968 at 
the age of eighty-one and was canonized by St. John Paul II. 
 

This is a prayer by Padre Pio:  
 

Stay with me, Lord, for it is necessary to have 
You present so that I do not forget You. You 
know how easily I abandon You. Stay with 
me, Lord, because I am weak, and I need 
Your strength that I may not fall so often. 
Stay with me, Lord, for You are my light, and 
without You I am in darkness. Stay with me, 
Lord, to show me Your will.  
Stay with me, Lord, so that I hear Your voice 
and follow You. Stay with me, Lord, for I 
desire to love You very much and to be in 
Your company always.  
Stay with me, Lord, if You wish me to be 
faithful to You. Stay with me, Lord, for as 
poor as my soul is I want it to be a place of 
consolation for You, a nest of love.  
Amen. 

Scripture Readings  
for the Week of September 20, 2020 
 

Sunday (9/20) Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Is 55:6-9; Ps 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18; Phil 1:20c-24,  
 27a; Mt 20:1-16a 
Monday (9/21) Eph 4:1-7, 11-13; Ps 19:2-3, 4-5; Mt 9:9-13 
Tuesday (9/22) Prv 21:1-6, 10-13; Ps 119:1, 27, 30, 34, 35, 44;  
 Lk 8:19-21 
Wednesday (9/23) Prv 30:5-9; Ps 119:29, 72, 89, 101, 104, 163;  
 Lk 9:1-6 
Thursday (9/24) Eccl 1:2-11; Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 and  
 17bc; Lk 9:7-9 
Friday (9/25) Eccl 3:1-11; Ps 144:1b and 2abc, 3-4; Lk 9:18-22 
Saturday (9/26) Eccl 11:9—12:8; Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14  
 and 17; Lk 9:43b-45 
Sunday (9/27) Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Ez 18:25-28; Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Phil 2:1-11, or  
 Phil 2:1-5; Mt 21:28-32 

www.stpaulchurch.com  
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Divine Mercy in My Soul 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“O Holy Trinity, One and Indivisible 
God, may You be blessed for this great 
gift and testament of mercy. My Jesus, 
to atone for blasphemers I will keep 
silent when unjustly reprimanded and in 
this way make partial amends to You. I 
am singing within my soul an unending 
hymn to You, and no one will suspect 
or understand this. The song of my soul 
is known to You alone, O my Creator 
and Lord!” (n. 81). 

Welcome Home!! 
We would like to 
extend a  hear ty 
welcome to those who 
have recently moved to 
our parish.  We 
certainly hope you feel 

at home.  You are encouraged to 
register and to participate in our 
ministries, see a minister of hospitality 
for a Welcome Folder.  If you are 
involved in a particular ministry in your 
previous parish, why not continue that 
ministry here at St Paul’s?  We can 
always use another Minister of 
Hospitality, Eucharistic Minister, or 
Catechist!  If you are a member of the 
Knights of Columbus or your parish 
prayer group, join us!  If you are 
interested in starting a new ministry, let 
us know!  Don’t hesitate to become 
involved, you will be glad you did! 



Articles & St. Paul Catholic Preschool 

Something Missing? There are a number of couples in our 
parish who are living in irregular marriages or 
marriages which have not been blessed in the 
Church.  Remember, it is not sufficient for 
Catholics to be civilly married or married in a 

non-Catholic church.  For validity, Catholics must be married 
in a ceremony recognized by the Church.  Don’t wait.  We’re 
here to help! If neither of you was previously divorced, 
contact Maria Costa at the parish office at (813) 961-3023 to 
start the process to have your marriage convalidated. It is very 
easy and won’t take much of your time.  If you or your spouse 
were previously divorced, contact Maria or the priest or 
deacon of your choosing to start the “annulment” process so 
that, hopefully, your present marriage can be convalidated.  Let 
us help you! 

Deo Gratias: Please join me in thanking our wonderful 
Ministers of Hospitality for all they do to help 
us feel welcome and safe in our spiritual home.  
I especially thank Sophia for her extraordinary 
leadership during these challenging times.  May 
God bless each and every one of you!  As 

gentle reminder: if you are traveling, please bring us bulletins 
from your travels.  We love to hear how God is blessing our 
sister parishes!  

 

License # CHC 110273  

Excellence in Catholic preschool education for 40 years 

Office: 813-264-3383 ▪ Email: preschool@stpaulchurch.com 

Lifelong parishioner and Preschool Alumni, Justin Sanchez, 
was recently commissioned by Fr. Bill to design a covering for 
the safety bollards that were installed earlier this year.  Justin 
visualized a concept to create a cover that looked like a crayon 
to go over each of the bollards. The crayon colors were 
named one of five different languages: three liturgical 
languages offered at our parish: English, Spanish and 
Portuguese as well as and Italian and French.  The crayon 
wrapper lists is the name of the color (in one of five 
languages) and its language of origin.  Recently, his vision 
came to life, as Justin along with Sam Mathai (Maintenance 
Director) and Brian Smith (Parish Manager) installed his 
creation on our campus.  
 

Are you looking for a preschool for your 2, 3 or 4-year-
old?  We are space available!  Please call (813) 264-3383 for 
more information! 
       — Mindy Geer, Director 
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Mass Appeal:  The Sacred Scriptures frequently exhort us to 
pray for one another.  One of the ways we 
fulfill this is through our Prayers of the 
Faithful or General Intercessions.  Having 
listened to the Word of God during the first 
part of the Mass, the Liturgy of the Word, we 

respond by lifting up those in need to our heavenly Father, 
especially the needs of the Church, public authorities, the 
salvation of the whole world, those burdened by any kind of 
difficulty, and the needs of the local community. 
 

The Prayers of the Faithful were an important part of the 
liturgy of the Early Church.  Unfortunately, they fell into 
disuse over time, save for the Solemn Prayers of Good Friday.  
Thankfully, the Prayers of the Faithful were restored following 
the Second Vatican Council at all Masses celebrated with a 
congregation.  The next time you participate in the Prayers of 
the Faithful, know that these prayers are important and are 
one of the many ways we exercise our baptismal priesthood. 

You Are Invited!  Remember when Jesus was in the Garden 
of Gethsemane and simply wanted his apostles to 
stay awake and pray with him?  He is asking you 
to do the same!  Come adore the Lord every 
weekday 8:30am-8:30pm and every Friday begin-
ning with 7:30am Mass and concluding Saturday 
morning with the 8:30 Mass.  Even if you can only 
stop by for a short visit, you won’t be sorry! 

Join the St. Paul Catholic Church Facebook page! 

facebook.com/stpaultpa  
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Legal Consultation & Referral Service  
Every Monday by appointment only 

  Please call (813) 961-3023 

 

St. Vincent  
de Paul Society 

 

Food Pantry Hours 
Monday & Thursday 9:00am - 12:00pm    

Assistance Line: (813) 264-3325  
 

If you would like to help, food donations to the St. Vincent de 
Paul Food Pantry can be left in the marked baskets located in 
the Narthex.  Monetary donations can be dropped in the Poor 
Box, also located in the Narthex. Please make sure to specify 
SVDP in the memo line for check donations or you may use 
an offertory envelope for cash donations and label it SVDP.   
 

Pantry Wish List This Week: 
Canned Fruit  ▪  Canned Soup  ▪  Chili 

Mashed Potatoes  ▪  Pork & Beans  ▪  Tuna 
 

Thank you for your generosity!  ~ SVdP Society 
 

*** Please note we are unable to use expired items  *** 

Are you interested in 
participating in a Women's 

Catholic Study? 
. 

Join the Women of Grace 
Foundational Study at  

St. Paul Catholic Church! 
 

The Women of Grace Study is a wonderful review of the 
Catholic faith for women with an emphasis on the gift of 
femininity and the purpose and mission of women in the 
world today.  We will review the lives of women saints and 
holy women throughout the history of the Church.  With the 
Blessed Virgin Mary as our Spiritual Mother, we grow in 
feminine virtue and fulfillment. 
 

Our parish is offering the nine week Foundational Women of 
Grace study.  We will meet online in a Zoom format from 
7:00pm-8:30pm on Wednesdays, beginning September 23

rd
 

through Wednesday November 18
th
.  There will be an online, 

informational session on Wednesday, September 16
th
 at 

7:00pm for those planning to participate as well as those 
interested in learning more about the study. 
 

If you are interested in attending the study or learning 
more you must email Allison Poff & Judy Johnston at 
women-of-grace@stpaulchurch.com as we will send you 
the Zoom links to access the informational session and 
subsequent meetings. 

Knights of 
Columbus  

Council 11211  

Annual Charity 
Golf  Tournament  

at Cheval Golf  
& Country Club 

Saturday, October 17 
 

 

Here is how you can participate….  
 

As a Player, join in the Tournament’s Four Person scramble. 
Your donation of $100 per player (or $400 per foursome) will 
include the following:  

• 18 holes of golf and cart fees  
• Boxed lunch, Italian-style dinner and complimentary 
beverages  
• A gift bag that includes a $39 round of golf at Cheval  
• Golf vacation trips and/or premiums for a hole-in-one 
on all Par 3's  
• Silent auction and raffle prizes  

 

As a Hole Sponsor, by choosing your donation level:  
• Contest Sponsor - Prepays 4 players, places your sign on 
2 holes ($800)  
• Gold Sponsor - Prepays 4 players and places your sign on 
1 hole ($600)  
• Hole Sponsor - Places your sign on 1 hole ($200)  

 

As a Raffle & Silent Auction Sponsor, advertise your 
business with gift cards, discount coupons, free rounds of golf 
or donate bottles of wine, cigars, golf balls, golf bags, sports 
memorabilia, game tickets, gift baskets, etc.  
 

 For information, e-mail:  knights@stpaulchurch.com  

AA Meetings:  Do you feel your life is out 
of control?  Is Alcohol ruining your life?  
Help is here!  Our parish is blest to host 
weekly Alcoholics Anonymous meetings on 
every Wednesday at 8:15pm in the St 

Michael Cabin.  For more information, call 813-933-9123.  
May God bless you! 



On a Lighter Note:  A pig and a chicken were 
walking through a poor section of the city.  The 
chicken said to the pig, “Look at all those hungry 
people. Let’s give them ham and eggs for 

breakfast.”  The pig said, “Wait a minute. For you, it’s a 
donation. For me, it’s a sacrifice.” 
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I. Isaiah 55:6-9 Immanence and 
Transcendence of God 
 
Reflection: Here we read from "Trito-
Isaiah," likely to have been the third 
person to write under the name "Isaiah."  
We see the theme of God's willingness to 
forgive (which we saw last week) but we 
also see a companion element, the sense 
that God's ways are not necessarily our 
ways.  It is surely a human reaction to 
substitute our own form of "rationality" 
for what God ought to think or do.  The 
essential tension that we believers have is 
that which exists between the 
"immanence" of God in the world, His 
proximity to us, His presence in the affairs 
of the planet, and His "transcendence," 
expressing the reality that every notion of 
"being" that we have does not apply to 
God.  Every sentence we utter about God 
is false because our predicates are merely 
derived from the human level; for the 
Being who (Super-) existed before the 
Moment of Singularity, who breathed out 
a cosmos 13.75 billion light years in 
diameter, His Transcendence is the source 
of awe and non-knowing.  Isaiah saw this 
and shared his insight here. 

II. Philippians 1:20c-24, 27a  Death as 
Value. 
  
Reflection: For the next three weeks, we 
will be reading perhaps St. Paul's second 
most intimate letter; (the most intimate is 
Philemon.)  He had great relations with 
this church, and they sent him money 
when he needed it.  He may have been in 
prison when he wrote this letter.  It would 
have been better to have a longer section, 
and I urge you to read the entire first 
chapter.  Here we also see a rare 
expression of the expectations of an early 
Christian upon death...that he or she 
would be "with Christ."  This is one area 
where the Hellenistic Judaism espoused by 
St. Paul differed from that which we see in 
what became Rabbinic Judaism.  For the 
value of death was not stressed in the 
ancient world as we see it stressed here.  
Two thousand years later, our perceptions 
have changed; but at the time of St. Paul, 
this was a relatively new insight. 
 
 
III. Matthew 20:1-16a  Lawfulness and 
Justice.  
 
Reflection: This Parable has been 
analyzed from many perspectives, 
including that of social scientists who 
perceive the essential injustice that was 

incorporated in the economic inequalities 
between landowners and landless peasant 
workers.  However, probably the simplest 
insight is to recall that the Hebrew 
Scriptures often referred to Israel as a 
"vineyard" (Isaiah 5:1-7, Jeremiah 12:10).  
Joined with this symbolism is that of the 
"Last Judgment" as "Harvest." (Matt. 
13:39).  At the time of Harvest there is a 
Judgment, but such Judgment may include 
a measure of mercy that is beyond the 
normal human concept of "Strict Justice."  
Here is where the first reading will shed 
light on the Gospel.  We (like the laborers 
who began the first hour) might have 
labored a full lifetime, and might feel 
angered at someone’s "death-bed 
baptism."  However, God's rationality is 
not our rationality.  As Jesus' companions 
were "sinners and tax collectors," and 
those whom the “proper society” of His 
day rejected, so this parable may speak to 
a level of rationality that we are unable to 
grasp.  Mercy, generosity, open-
heartedness, even violating "strict justice" 
is that which God (and even ourselves) 
have as an open option.  Giving more 
than is "just" is not evil. † 

Due to copyright restrictions, we are 
unable to print the Scriptures with the 

Reflections of Dr. Jack Conroy.   

Faith in Action: “So the last will be first and the 
first last” (Mt 20:16).  You’ve heard the saying 
“It’s not where you start, but how you finish.” 
This certainly applies to this Bible passage. We 

have a responsibility not only for our own lives, but for the 
lives of others as well. We are called to generously share our 
gifts with others, not hoard them for our own use. Our sincere 
gratitude and cheerful generosity will help us live “God-
centered” lives and not “self-centered” lives. 

Living Liturgy: In what ways do you try to live 
out Jesus’ proverb, “The last will be first, and 
the first will be last”? 

Ministries are encouraged to send information regarding 
upcoming meetings and events to: 

bulletin@stpaulchurch.com 
 

Submissions for the bulletin are due 10 days 
prior to the bulletin’s front cover date.  

Please include the word “Bulletin” in the 
subject line of your email.  Thank you! 

Thought for the Day: “We are not the sum of our 
weaknesses and failures; we are the sum of the Father’s love 
for us.” 
         – St. John Paul II 

WE WELCOME THE NEWEST MEMBERS  
TO OUR ST. PAUL FAMILY! 

 

Ms. Sandra Soto  
Mrs. Laura Menichino 

Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Capitano  
Mr. & Mrs. Nino Achille Cristiano  

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Etienne  
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Sierra  

Mr. Sergioi Armando Torres & Ms. Yamily Rodriguez  
Mr. Bernanrdo Martinez & Mrs. Leticia Eufracio 

 


