
 

 

"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,  
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian community of faith, living our love for 

God and neighbor while growing together as disciples of Christ." 

 Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time                   Sunday, September 22, 2019 

 

WEEKEND MASSES 

Saturday Masses 
8:30am Mass 

(Morning Prayer and  
Benediction 8:10am) 

 

Saturday Vigil Masses 
5:30pm   

Missa em Português: 7:30pm 
 

Sunday Masses 
7:30am, 9:00am, 10:45am,  

12:30pm, 5:30pm 
Misa en Español:  2:00pm  

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
Monday to Friday 

7:30am and 12:15pm 
 

First Friday Mass 7:30pm 
Third Friday Mass 7:30pm 

*Fourth Friday Mass 7:30pm  
*(en Español) 

 

Reconciliation (Confession) 
Monday to Friday 11:30am - Noon 
Saturdays at 10:00am and 4:00pm  

or upon request 
 

Eucharistic Adoration  
Monday to Thursday 

8:00am to 8:30pm 
Compline & Benediction  

 

Friday 8:00am to  
Saturday 8:30am Mass 

 

Morning Prayer 
Monday - Friday 7:10am 

Saturday 8:10am 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Every Second Saturday  
of the Month at 8:30am 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday 8:00am to 4:00pm 

 

Website: 
www.stpaulchurch.com 

 

Contact us at: 
info@stpaulchurch.com 

 

St. Paul Catholic Church 
and Preschool 

 

www.stpaulchurch.com 

12708 North Dale Mabry Highway, Tampa, Florida  33618-2802     
Phone  (813) 961-3023  †  Fax  (813) 962-8780  
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We’re here to serve you! 
 

Clergy 
Fr. Bill Swengros    Pastor 
Fr. Robert Romaine  Parochial Vicar 
Fr. Ambrose Kadambukatt Parochial Vicar  
Deacon Carlos Celaya  RCIA 
Deacon Ray Dever     Mental Health Support 
Deacon Frank Henriquez  Ministry to Homebound  
  and  Nursing Homes  
Deacon Rich &   Ignatian Spirituality  
Colleen Spiro  
 

Faith Formation 
Carmen Cayon Director 
Maria Costa                 RCIA, Marriage Prep, 
 Adult  Confirmation, 
 Quinceañeras 
Sonia Eberhardt         K-5 Faith Formation  
 Coordinator, 1st Holy 
 Communion Prep 
Maria Mendez Baptism and 
 FORMED® Coordinator   
Silvia Rivera               Religious Education 
 Assistant (Records) 
Andy Gotsch    High School Youth 
 Minister 
Theresa Adams          Middle School Youth
 Minister 
 

Preschool 
Abbie Johnson            Director 
Mindy Geer                Assistant Director 
 

Liturgy 
Mary Gant                   Music Director 
Elizabeth Hays           Liturgist, Bereavement 
 Minister 
 

Parish Support 
Brian Smith       Parish Manager  
Laurie Erickson Director of Ministries 
Louis Gobin Accountant 
Barbara Gray               Pastoral Administrative 
  Assistant (Scheduling)     
Sam Mathai                Maintenance 
Charles Yezak, Jr.        Director of 
 Communications  

 
 

www.stpaulchurch.com 
 

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 
 

info@stpaulchurch.com 

 
Our Vision Statement:  

“Growing Together as Disciples 
of Christ.”  

 

 

 

My Dear Friends, 
 
First, please join me in thanking God for our parish and for all who helped 
make this year’s Ministry Fair such a huge success!  I really loved visiting all 
the ministries and hearing about the wonderful and exciting things they are 
doing.  I feel blest to be a part of this amazing parish! 
 
If you didn’t get a copy of our new Parish Ministry Directory or if you have 
questions about a ministry, just let us know.  Laurie Erickson, our Director of 
Ministries, is here to assist you.  If you signed up for a ministry, you should be 
hearing from them shortly.  If you don’t, please let us know.  We care! 
 
Our evening discussion last week on Bishop Barron’s “Letter to a Suffering 
Church” was well received.  Eighty people attended the open forum and after 
presenting a summary of the book, I shared how our diocese has addressed 
the problem of clergy abuse and presented some ideas of what could be done 
in the future.  It was a difficult discussion but hopeful. 
 
Tragically, the abuse of children is an epidemic and it can be prevented.  How?  
1. Talk to your children about touching safety.  Teach them that it is OK to 
say “NO,” get away, and seek help.  2. Help your children make a list of the 
people they can turn to for help if they have a problem.  3. Teach your 
children that unsafe touching can happen with people they know and trust; 
not only with strangers.  4. Respect your children’s personal boundaries.  
Teach them to trust their intuition about others.  5. Be aware of those who 
have contact with your children and be sure it is a “Safe Environment” with at 
least two adults supervising whenever possible.  In our parish, this is always 
the case.  In addition, everyone having supervision of a child must be Safe 
Environment compliant.  
 
On the subject of protecting our children, you should know that our parish 
has recently spent a great deal of money to tighten the security of our campus 
including installing bollards in the courtyard, locks on our classroom doors, 
phones in all the preschool classrooms and speakers so that if there ever was a 
lockdown or an active shooter situation, everyone could be quickly informed.  
In addition, we have added fire drills, active shooter drills and lockdown drills 
to our Faith Formation program.  I wish these measures were not necessary 
but unfortunately, they are. 
 
You should also know that in the past week the Church was vandalized.  A 
television from the narthex, a vacuum cleaner, and electronic equipment was 
stolen.  I pray for the poor soul who felt the need to steal from the Church of 
God. 
 
To end on a happier note, please join me on Monday night at 7:30pm for 
Mass in honor of Padre Pio at his shrine on our beautiful Peace Path.  May 
Padre Pio pray for us all! 

 
 
 

Fr. Bill Swengros 
Pastor 

http://www.StPaulChurch.com
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“No servant can serve two masters. He will hate one and love the other or be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon (wealth)” (Lk 16:13).   

 

Monday - Thursday 
8:00am - 8:30pm 

 

Friday 8:00am -  
Saturday 8:30am Mass 

NOVENA TO 

OUR LADY OF 

APARECIDA 
 

October 3 - 11 

7:30pm 
 

Our Lady of 
Aparecida Shrine 

 
Sister Irene Onyai, from the Little Sisters of Mary Immaculate of Gulu, has 
returned to provide us an update on her ministry and mission work!  For many 
years, our parish has generously supported the work of Sister Irene with girls 
and young women in Uganda through the World of Princesses Conference, 
including the construction of the Divine Mercy Multipurpose Center to support 
her ministries.  Sister Irene will share her mission’s progress this weekend. If you 
would like to contribute to her mission efforts, please make checks payable to 
St. Paul Catholic Church with note on your check or envelope, for LSMIG or Sr. 
Irene’s mission.  You may also bring your contribution next weekend or drop it 
off in the Parish Office.  Thank you for your prayers and offerings! 
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“No servant can serve two masters. He will hate one and love the other or be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon (wealth)” (Lk 16:13).   

 

We welcome the newest members 
of  our parish family! 

 

Klaudia Rosado & Arely Badillo ▪ Leyra Albaladejo, Alex, 
Girellys & Adriana Diaz ▪ Mariana Bermudez, Jackson & Jorge 

Dominguez ▪ Arta Deda, Albert & Robert Curaj ▪ Svetlana 
Mena, Williams & Nathalie Fernandez ▪ Patrick, Grace, Agape 
& Nino Habal ▪ Paul, Sylvia & Oliver Holsinger ▪ Laura Baron, 

Oscar, Paula & Camila Ocampo ▪ Lourdes Camacho, Oscar 
and Arturo Rodriguez ▪ Sam Samuels ▪ Nelson, Ana Maria & 
Javier Vargas ▪ Rossana & Jayme Vergara ▪ Amelia Whitmire  

 

Catholic Life Bible Study© 

St. Paul’s Letters  
to the Corinthians  

and Galatians 
 

Wednesdays 9:00am - 11:00am  
Family Center, Sections 1 & 2 

 

Wednesdays 7:30pm - 9:00pm 
Family Center, Section 3 

 

biblestudy@stpaulchurch.com 

• Preparations for the reception of the Sacraments of 
Baptism, Reconciliation, First Communion and 
Confirmation are coordinated though the Faith 
Formation Office.  Please call (813) 961-3023.    

• For preparation to receive the Sacrament of Holy 
Matrimony or for Convalidation, please call Maria Costa 
at (813) 961-3023.   

• For Anointing of the Sick, please contact Barbara Gray 
at (813) 961-3023. 

 

 
 

 

The purpose of the Adult Faith Enrichment Program 

(formerly known as Adult Continuing Education Ministry) is 

to enrich the faith of adults who have already been practicing 

the Catholic Faith for years. The program offers participants 

the opportunity of study and reflection in a non-academic and 

friendly atmosphere. We gather every Thursday from 7:00pm 

- 8:30pm in the Family Center, Section 3. 
 

The first video and discussion series is entitled "PRIEST, 

PROPHET, KING" from Bishop Robert Barron's Word on 

Fire ministry. This series runs for seven weekly sessions, now 

through October 31, 2019. 

St. Paul Catholic Church 
 

Annual Charity  
Golf Tournament 

 

Saturday, October 26 

Cheval Golf & Athletic Club 
 

In support of:   

St. Paul Catholic Church Charities 
 
Here is how you can participate... 
 
As a Player, join in the Tournament’s Four Person scramble.  
Your donation of $100 per player or $400 per foursome 
includes: 

• 18 holes of golf and cart fees 

• Boxed lunch, an Italian buffet dinner and 
complimentary beverages 

• A gift bag that includes a $39 round of golf at Cheval 
and a $100 catalog gift certificate just for test driving a 
Cadillac at Ed Morse   

• Golf vacation trips and/or premiums for a hole-in-
one on all Par 3's 

• Silent auction and raffle prizes  
 
As a Hole Sponsor, by choosing your donation level: 

• Contest Sponsor - Prepays 4 players, places your sign 
on 2 holes ($800)  

• Gold Sponsor - Prepays 4 players and places your sign 
on 1 hole ($600)  

• Hole Sponsor - Places your sign on 1 hole ($200) 
 
As a Raffle and Silent Auction Sponsor, advertise your 
business with gift cards, discount coupons, free rounds of 
golf...or donate bottles of wine, cigars, golf balls, golf bags, 
sports memorabilia, game tickets, gift baskets and more! 
 

Sponsored by:   

Knights of Columbus 

Council 11211 
knights@stpaulchurch.com 

OCTOBER 11  ▪  5:00pm - 8:00pm 
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  St. Paul Faith Formation     
We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace 

 

God reaches out to us in all kinds of ways. The desire in your 
heart to baptize your child is one of them. The promises you 
make for your child on this day will begin to form your child 
into a faithful follower of Christ. However, the day of baptism 
is only the beginning of this journey. Baptism is indeed a life 
changing event! 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism at St. Paul Catholic Church takes 
place on the first three Saturdays of every month in English and 
the fourth Saturday of every month in Spanish.   If your child 
needs to be baptized please contact our Baptism Coordinator, 
Maria Mendez, at (813) 961-3023 or via email at: 
mmendez@stpaulchurch.com. Parents and Godparents will 
be asked to attend a baptismal preparation class. 

Baptism 
 

 
 

 
 

Attention all Faith Formation families!   
You are invited during the week of September  22 - 25 
to join us during your child's Faith Formation class for 
Breaking Open the Word. This is a casual gathering 
where we reflect on the Sunday Gospel, have some 
faith sharing time and fellowship with other parents.  
We will provide refreshments.  We will meet in the 
Family Center on the following dates and times: 
 

Sunday, Sept. 22:  10:15am -  11:30am  
Monday, Sept. 23:  4:15am - 5:30pm 
Monday, Sept. 23:  6:00pm - 7:15pm 

Tuesday, Sept. 24:  6:00 -  7:15pm  
Wednesday, Sept. 25:  6:00 -  7:15pm  

PARENT/CONFIRMANDI 
MEETING  

for Confirmation Preparation 
 

Saturday, September 28 
9:30am - 12:00pm 

Family Center, Section 3 

 

Fri., Sept. 20 - Sun., Sept. 22:  The Brick Retreat at Our 
 Lady of Good Counsel Camp (pre-registration required) 
Sun., Sept. 29:  Topic:  Pro-Life Issues Part 1 
Sun., Sept 29:  Parent Update from 6:30pm - 8:30pm at  
 the St. Michael’s Building 

Sunday Nights 
6:30pm - 8:30pm 

in the Family Center 
A night of faith, fellowship, community and fun 

for all high school students! 

Interested in receiving text messages regarding 
upcoming Youth Group activities and events?  If 

YES, please text  

@9bf4c7 to 81010   

St. Paul Tampa Youth Group Instagram Account: 

stpaultampayg 

JOB POSTING:  PART-TIME NURSERY CARE GIVER 
 

The St. Paul Nursery is hiring 
two, part-time care givers.  
We are looking for those who 
would like to share their love 
and dedication in helping our 
families participate in Mass by 
taking care of their little ones. 
If interested, please contact 
our Baptism Coordinator, Maria Mendez, at (813) 961-3023 or 
via email at:  mmendez@stpaulchurch.com. 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Faith Formation Office has approximately 100 families 
that have not registered with the Faith Formation Office for 
2019-2020.  Over 150 youth, who were registered last year, 
have not returned for this year’s classes.  Every child 
attending a public school should be registered in our Faith 
Formation program. We also encourage homeschoolers to 
register, so our office can assist you with materials.  If your 
child is attending a Catholic School and receiving a Sacrament 
this year, they must be registered with our Faith Formation 
Office.   
 

Remember...formation 
as a Catholic is a life-
long process. Please 
reach out to us so that we 
can assist your child and your family.  For 
assistance, please call the Faith Formation 
Office at (813) 961-3023. 

Announcements & St. Paul Catholic Preschool Page 7 

“No servant can serve two masters. He will hate one and love the other or be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon (wealth)” (Lk 16:13).   

NEWS ▪ PHOTOS ▪ EVENTS 

Join the  
St. Paul Facebook  

page today! 
 

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 

         License # C HC 110273 

Excellence in Catholic preschool education for over 35 years 

JOB POSTING:  SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS  

St. Paul Catholic Preschool is looking for substitute 
teachers.  If you have an education background, love to work 
with kids and are looking for part-time work, we would love 
to speak to you.  County and Diocesan background checks 
are required as well as some paid training.  If interested, please 
send a cover letter and resume to Mrs. Abbie Johnson at 
director@stpaulchurch.com  

Preschool Office: (813) 264-3314 
Email:  preschool@stpaulchurch.com  

Let the children come! Infants and children are always 
welcome at St. Paul Catholic Church.  We 
support the parents as they discern how best to 
teach their children about the Mass.  For some, 
the best option may be to drop off your children 
at our nursery.  In that way you can pray while 
they play!  For others, the Family Room is the 

best option.  In this way, you and your children can participate 
in the Mass together while allowing your children to be 
children without distracting others.  Remember, this is not a 
“play room” but a place for our “young church” to participate 
in the Mass as a family. The narthex is a good place for those 
toddlers who need to move around. For others, the best 
option is to have your children with you in the church so you 
can teach them about the Mass.  If they are having a “bad hair 
day”, you can always choose one of the other options.  The 
important thing is that YOU are going to church and can pray 
and that you and your children always feel WELCOME.   

(P.S. If the nursery is not open during your Mass time, contact 
Maria Mendez at the Parish Office and let’s see if we can open 
it for you!) 

My name is Barbara Blair and I am a new 
Teacher Assistant this year for 3-year-old 
children in our preschool.  I am very 
excited about teaching your children 
throughout this school year and pray the 
Lord will guide me and give me strength to 
work with the children to become the best 
version of themselves they can possibly be.   
 

I was born in Atlanta, Georgia, and came to Tampa when I 
was 12 years old; therefore, I consider Tampa my home.  I 
owned and operated my own Italian Restaurant (some of you 
may  remember Paesano's in Temple Terrace).  Afterwards, I 
worked at Tampa Electric Company and then at St. Joseph's 
Hospital as a Laboratory Manager for 19 years, retiring in 
March 2017.  My Bachelor degree is in in Business 
Management and I am currently working towards a Teaching 
Certification.  My spouse and I have been together 46  
years.  We spend as much time as possible with Zoey, our 4 
year old great niece and my God-daughter.  Spending time 
with Zoey from birth until now is the primary reason I 
decided to teach at St. Paul Preschool.  
 

I took a different direction in Business and Corporate 
environments for my career but after retiring there was 
something missing.  I needed a purpose and wanted to make a 
difference in the lives of young people.  God led me here.   
 

My hobbies include taking care of my little dogs, gardening, 
swimming, reading and watching movies.  I look forward to 
meeting all of you and especially the children. God Bless You! 

We are so excited to start the 2019-20 school year off not only 
with returning staff but with new staff as well.  We will be 
showcasing them here the next few weeks. 

COME  
BAAA-CK! 



 

 

 

 
Saturday, September 21, 2019 

Feast of Saint Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist 
8:30am   Gis Laine Bazelais + 
5:30pm   Russ and Elizabeth Crawford + 
7:30pm   Holy Souls in Purgatory + 
 
Sunday, September 22, 2019 

Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30am   Marge and Frank Phelan + 
9:00am    St. Paul Parishioners (int.)   
10:45am    Rose Matassini + 
12:30pm    Angel Guevara + 
2:00pm   Carlos Lino Rodriguez + 
5:30 pm     John Paul Llanos (int.) 
 
Monday, September 23, 2019 

Memorial of Saint Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest 
7:30am    Jesus Mendoza + 
12:15pm  Auria Fernandez + 
7:30pm   For All Beloved Priests, Living and Deceased (int.) 
 
Tuesday, September 24, 2019 
7:30am   Mary Evers + 
12:15pm  Cecilia Rodriguez + 
 
Wednesday, September 25, 2019 
7:30am   Alida Hayner + 
12:15pm  Consecrated Life and Priestly Vocations (int.) 
 
Thursday, September 26, 2019 

Saints Cosmas and Damian, Martyrs 
7:30am    Liliana Montoya (int.) 
12:15pm  Leslie Flynn Snyder + 
 
Friday, September 27, 2019 

Memorial of Saint Vincent de Paul, Priest 
7:30am   Lillian Stone + 
12:15pm  William Rodriguez + 
7:30pm   Olga Capo (int.) 
     
Saturday, September 28, 2019 

Saint Wenceslaus, Martyr; Saint Lawrence Ruiz and 
Companions, Martyrs 
8:30am   Liliana Montoya (int.) 
5:30pm   Guido Tiozzo + 
7:30pm   Isabel Rondon + 
 
Sunday, September 29, 2019 

Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30am   Roland Sprague +  
9:00am    Edward Fisher +  
10:45am    St. Paul Parishioners (int.)  
12:30pm    Joseph Timothy Buscia + 
2:00pm   Armando Fleitas + 
5:30 pm     Paul Llanos (int.) 
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Pope Francis: “I would like these 
reflections to be crowned by Mary, 
because she lived the Beatitudes of Jesus 
as none other. She is that woman who 
rejoiced in the presence of God, who 

treasured everything in her heart, and who let herself be 
pierced by the sword. Mary is the saint among the saints, 
blessed above all others. She teaches us the way of holiness 
and she walks ever at our side. She does not let us remain 
fallen and at times she takes us into her arms without judging 
us. Our converse with her consoles, frees and sanctifies us. 
Mary our Mother does not need a flood of words. She does 
not need us to tell her what is happening in our lives. All we 
need do is whisper, time and time again: “Hail Mary…”  It is 
my hope that these pages will prove helpful by enabling the 
whole Church to devote herself anew to promoting the desire 
for holiness. Let us ask the Holy Spirit to pour out upon us a 
fervent longing to be saints for God’s greater glory and let us 
encourage one another in this effort. In this way, we will share 
a happiness that the world will not be able to take from 
us” (Pope Francis, Gaudete et Exsultate, 176-177).  

We pray for the repose of the souls of those recently 
departed: Benedict Heter, Rojan Vincent Hosein, Daniele 

Martinez DeSena Moura, Judith Ann Smith, James 
Barrow, Christine LeBlanc, Nicolle Butler, Richard 
Hemming, Edwin Roberts, Jose Hernan Rodas-
Valencia, Marie Catania, Jennie Savata, Joseph Paul 
Bodo, Jr., Jennifer Guccione, Terence Bowen 
Cramer, Victor Torres and Albert L. Mercer. 

 
 

Please remember in your prayers those with various 
health needs: Allan Garcia, Doreen Miller, Leelah Sharma, 
Anne Marie Q., Nancy H. Cramer, Catalina Feller, Jamie 
Zambrano, Charlie Gnirke, Todd Caouette and Frank Permuy. 

Sunday Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Am 8:4-7; Ps 113:1-2, 4-6, 7-8; 1 Tm 2:1-8; 
 Lk 16:1-13 or 16:10-13 
Monday Ezr 1:1-6; Ps 126:1b-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6;  
 Lk 8:16-18 
Tuesday Ezr 6:7-8, 12b, 14-20; Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5; 
 Lk 8:19-21 
Wednesday Ezr 9:5-9; Tb 13:2, 3-4a, 4befghn, 7-8; Lk 9:1-6 
Thursday Hg 1:1-8; Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b; Lk 9:7-9 
Friday Hg 2:1-9; Ps 43:1, 2, 3, 4; Lk 9:18-22 
Saturday Zec 2:5-9, 14-15a; Jer 31:10, 11-12ab, 13; 
 Lk 9:43b-45 
Sunday Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Am 6:1a, 4-7; Ps 146:7, 8-9, 9-10; 1 Tm 6:11-16;  
 Lk 16:19-31 

Words of Wisdom: “Humility is nothing but truth, and 
pride is nothing but lying.” 

                                                               – St. Vincent de Paul 
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“No servant can serve two masters. He will hate one and love the other or be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon (wealth)” (Lk 16:13).   

Looking Ahead! September 23: Padre Pio 
Feast Day Mass at 7:30pm at Shrine; 
September 25 - November 3: 40 Days for 
Life; October 2: Many Faces of Santo Niño 
Mass beginning with Rosary at 7:00pm; 
October 5: 9:00am Blessing of Animals in 

honor of St. Francis; October 5 - October 30:  Pumpkin 
Patch; October 10: Q&A Session with Fr. Bill at 1:00pm and 
7:00pm; October 11: Fall Festival 5:00pm - 8:00pm; October 
12: Our Lady of Aparecida Feast, 7:00pm Rosary and Mass at 
Shrine; October 13: Jamaica Mission Breakfast; October 26: 
Knights of Columbus Golf Tournament at Cheval Country 
Club; October 31: Trunk or Treat 6:30pm - 7:30pm;  
November 1: All Saints - Holy Day of Obligation - (5:30 
Thurs Vigil; Friday 7:30am, 12:15pm, 5:30pm, 7:30pm 
Trilingual - 7:00pm Rosary and Novena - reception in Parish 
Center; November 2: All Souls Day - 8:30am Mass, 12:15pm 
Mass; November 2: 11:00am - 3:00pm Parish Picnic; 
November 3: Daylight Savings Time begins; Nov 5 - Dec 7: 
33 Days of Preparation for Total Consecration to Jesus 
through Mary; November 8: All Souls Day Memorial Mass - 
7:00pm Rosary and Novena followed by the All Souls Day 
Memorial Mass; November 11: Veteran’s Day: offices closed, 
regular Mass and adoration schedule; November 14:  Journey 
to a New Life Workshop at 7:00pm; November 15:  Our 
Lady of Good Health/Our Lady of Divine Providence 
Healing Mass, Novena 7:00pm, Mass at 7:30pm.    

Ask It Basket: “I saw the initials “O.C.D.” after Fr. 
Ambrose’s name.  What does this mean?  
I’m glad you asked!  O.C.D. is the 
abbreviation for Order of Discalced 
Carmelites (Latin: Ordo Carmelitarum 
Discalceatorum).  The first Carmelites were 

pilgrims who went to Mount Carmel in the Holy Land in the 
13th century.  They lived a simple life of poverty, penance, and 
prayer with a special devotion to the Blessed Mother.  Over 
time, they developed the Carmelite Order and where known 
for the brown scapular.  As a result of the reforms of St. 
Teresa of Ávila and St. John of the Cross in the 16th century, 
the Discalced or “shoeless” Carmelites were founded.  The 
heart of the Carmelite charism is prayer and contemplation 
with an emphasis on the ministry of teaching prayer and 
giving spiritual direction.  I hope this helps!  (Note:  If you 
have a question for the Ask It Basket, please contact 
frbill@stpaulchurch.com).  

Saints of God: Monday, September 23, is the Feast of St. 
Padre Pio of Pietrelcina.  Francesco was 
born on May 25, 1887, in Pietrelcina, a 
small village near Naples.  While weak in 
stature, from an early age he had a great 
devotion to the Lord.  At the age of 16, he 
entered the Franciscan Capuchin Order 
and took on the name Pio.  He was 

ordained in 1910.  He had several mystical experiences which 
culminated on September 20, 1918 when he received the 
stigmata or mystical wounds of Christ.  Although he suffered 
terribly from his wounds and the misunderstanding of the 
Church, Padre Pio was blest with the ability to read hearts of 
penitents, heal the sick, and bilocate.  He founded a great 
hospital to care for the sick in   He died on this day in 1968 at 
the age of eighty-one and was canonized by St. John Paul II. 

This is a prayer by Padre Pio:  

Stay with me, Lord, for it is necessary to have You present 
so that I do not forget You. You know how easily I 
abandon You. Stay with me, Lord, because I am weak, 
and I need Your strength that I may not fall so often. 

Stay with me, Lord, for You are my light, and without You 
I am in darkness. Stay with me, Lord, to show me Your 
will.  

Stay with me, Lord, so that I hear Your voice and follow 
You. Stay with me, Lord, for I desire to love You very 
much and to be in Your company always.  

Stay with me, Lord, if You wish me to be faithful to You. 
Stay with me, Lord, for as poor as my soul is I want it to 
be a place of consolation for You, a nest of love. Amen. 

Come to our special Mass at 7:30pm at his shrine  
on the Peace Path on Monday, September 23! 

Food for Thought: “Pray, hope, and don't worry.  Worry is 
useless. God is merciful and will hear your prayer. Have 
courage and do not fear the assaults of the Devil.”  

                                                    – St. Padre Pio of Pietrelcina 

Now is the Time of Mercy:  You are invited to join me 
for a Facebook discussion of a book by 
Fr Michael E Gaitley, MIC: "The 
Second Greatest Story Ever Told: Now 
is the Time of Mercy."  We will read 
two chapters a week beginning today, 
September 22. You can get your copies 
from your favorite Catholic bookstore, 
online, in our book stand in the Narthex 
or at the front desk of the Parish Office.  

Each chapter is about ten pages and is subdivided so it will 
be easy to follow.  In addition, Fr Gaitley's style is easy to 
read and is solid food for all. Please pass the word! 

Pray for Priests! Heavenly Father, please grant to your   
faithful servants, the grace and strength to carry 
out your mission for the Church each day.  Keep 
our priests close to you and continue to inspire 
them to serve others in your holy name.  Please 
help to inspire men who are called to a priestly 

vocation to answer your call and participate in the fullness that you 
have planned for them.  Amen. 
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Legal Consultation and Referral Service  
Every Monday by appointment only 

  Please call (813) 961-3023 

Divorced and Separated Support Group 
This ministry provides caring support for both women and 
men experiencing separation or divorce.  The group meets 
every Friday night at 7:30pm in the St. Paul Parish Center, 
Room C.  No charges or fees.  All are welcome!  For more 
information, please call Don Hemke at (813) 205-1735. 

Counseling Services 
Offered by Dr. Pat Berne 

Please call (813) 961-3023 to make an appointment 

AA Meetings:  Do you feel your life is out of control?  Is 
Alcohol ruining your life?  Help is here!  Our parish is blessed 
to host weekly Alcoholics Anonymous meetings every 
Wednesday at 8:15pm in the St Michael Building.  For 
more information, call (813) 933-9123.  May God bless you! 

Shawls of Hope: Inviting all knitters and 
crocheters to create shawls and baby 
blankets as a source of comfort and prayer. 
Our next meeting is Friday, September 27 
at 10:00am in the St. Paul Parish Center.  
Email:  shawlsofhope@stpaulchurch.com 

Bereavement Ministry 

Our ministry offers God’s healing love through emotional, 
physical, mental and spiritual comfort. Our next, meeting will 
be held on Tuesday, September 24, 2019, from 7:30pm - 
9:00pm in the Parish Center, Room H. For more 
information contact Kathy at (813) 361-5134.   

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Pantry Hours 

Monday & Thursday 9:00am - 12:00pm    
Assistance Line: (813) 264-3325  

 
  

Just a reminder!  Please continue with your food and financial 
assistance to the St. Vincent de Paul Society.  There is no let-up 
in the needs of many families who ask for assistance each week. 
 

If you would like to help, food donations to the St. Vincent 
de Paul Food Pantry can be left in the marked baskets in the 
church Narthex.  Monetary donations can be dropped in the 
Poor Box, located in the Narthex. Please make sure to specify 
SVDP in the memo line for check donations or you may use 
an offertory envelope for cash donations and label it SVDP.   
       

Thank you for your generosity! ~ SVDP Society 
 

Pantry Wish List This Week: 
Cereal, Canned Milk and Canned Fruit 

      

*Please note we are unable to use expired items* 

 

 

 

 

 

DATE        TOPIC 
September 26   Creating 21st Century Resumes 
October 3     Mastering the Interview 
October 10     Effective Compensation Negotiation 
October 17     Professional Portfolio Development 
October 24     The “Inner Game” of Job Search 
October 31     Career Networking + Overcoming  
           Interview Anxiety 

THURSDAYS FROM 8:30AM - 11:30AM 

ST. MICHAEL BUILDING 

A NEW MINISTRY has come to our parish! 
 

Are you interested in experiences to enhance your 
faith?  Would you like to journey to a shrine or site 
that Catholic pilgrims consider important in the light of 
His faith?   
 

IGNITE YOUR FAITH is a ministry  focused on taking 
pilgrimages to Florida and U.S. sites. 

 

Email: igniteyourfaith@stpaulchurch.com for a list of 
sites we will be visiting in the coming months. 

The Respect Life Ministry is open to all parishioners who 
are passionate about respect life issues such as care for our 
aging and elderly, marriage and family, abortion and help 
for the homeless.  We strive to reach out to the community 
as well as bring awareness to the many issues regarding the 
sanctity of human life.   
 

Our next meeting will take place on Tuesday, September 24 
at 7:30pm in the Parish Center, Room G.  Our ministry will 
attend Eucharistic Adoration prior to the Tuesday meeting 
from 6:15pm - 7:15pm in the Chapel.  Please join us this 
Tuesday!  For more information, please send an email to: 
respectlife@stpaulchurch.com 



 

 

 

 

 

 

JOIN the PANAMA MISSION to bring LOVE to 
our sister parish, St. Jose in Montijo, Panama! 

ARE YOU READY TO MAKE THE TRIP? 

Email:  panamamission@stpaulchurch.com 

 

 

Our ministry is collecting reading 

glasses during all Masses on 

October 12 & 13.  Please bring your 

old or out-of-prescription specs and place them in 

marked baskets in the Narthex.  These glasses will be 

distributed to those in need of corrective eyewear. 

100% of all proceeds and collections from our 

events go to help our sister parish in Panama. 
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“No servant can serve two masters. He will hate one and love the other or be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon (wealth)” (Lk 16:13).   

SOS Human Trafficking 
Ministry at St. Paul Catholic 
Church provides awareness and 
education, conducts fund-raising 
events and offers spiritual 
rehabilitation to survivors. The ministry encourages others to 
use their God inspired passions to help put an end to human 
trafficking while joining in the fight against modern day 
slavery.  If you have questions or are interested in joining our 
ministry, please let us know.  
 

Email us at humantrafficking@stpaulchurch.com or call 
Cathy Hayter at (813) 843-8969 

The St. Francis of Assisi Ministry is accepting prayer 
requests from those who are coping with the loss of a pet 
or struggling with their pet’s illness. Please submit your 
prayer request(s) via email to the following address:  

st-francis-ministry@stpaulchurch.com 

Home Makers of Hope 
Ministry has a representative 
at the Parish Center to 
accept donations on Fridays 
from 10:00am to 12:00pm.  
We continue to accept new 
or slightly used items.  We 

are in need of towels, bath mats, shower curtains, 
bedsheets and comforters (please label size) as well as 
pots, pans and flatware. 
 

For additional questions, please contact Ed Ortega at:   
home-makers-of-hope@stpaulchurch.com 

 

What are Religious Emblems? 
The religious emblems program is designed to complement a 
girl’s faith formation, as well as satisfy  the “reverent” 
component of a number of scouting programs, allowing the 
youth to learn about their Catholic faith. 
 

Who: All Catholic girls, whether or not you 
are in American Heritage Girls, Campfire 
Girls, Girl Scouts, Knights of Peter Claver 
Ladies Auxiliary 
 

Diocesan Religious Awards: 
K-1:  God is Love 
2-3:  Family of God 
4-6:  I Live My Faith 
7-10:  Mary, The First Disciple 
9-12:  The Spirit Alive 

 

Meeting Dates: 
Session 1: September 26 at 6:30 pm 
Session 2: October 24 at 6:30 pm 
Session 3: December 12 at 6:30 pm 
Session 4: January 23 at 6:30 pm 
Session 5: February 27 at 6:30 pm 
 

First Meeting Location:  Family Center, St. 
Paul Catholic Church 
 

Cost:  $10 per girl or $25 family cap; 
scholarships are available 
 

RSVP to ahg@stpaulchurch.com or 
register online at www.stpaulchurch.com. 
 

2019-2020 Religious Awards Program hosted by: 
St. Paul Catholic Church AHG Troop 147 

40 Days for Life is an internationally coordinated 40-day 
campaign that aims to end abortion locally through prayer 
and fasting and a peaceful vigil in front of an abortion 
businesses.  You are invited to join area clergy for the 
Kickoff Vigil for 40 Days for Life Tampa to be held at 
6:00pm on Tuesday, September 24, 2019. We will meet in 
front of Knights Women's Center (strip mall next to the 
abortion center at 2002 E. Fletcher Ave.).  Contact Sabrina 
at sab@dosp.org; 727-344-1611 to learn more.   
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BY   THE   NUMBERS... 
 

6,828 - Number of families registered in our parish 

60 - Number of new families which registered last month 

21,134 - Number of people registered in our parish 

3,807 - Number of people joining us for worship last     

                    weekend 

108 - Number of ministries at St. Paul Catholic Church 

2,065 - Number of people attending the Ministry Fair 

828 - Number of people who volunteered  last weekend         

                to  join a ministry 

 
Thank you for your prayers and generous support!  

 

 

 
 

Sign up for Online Giving!   
It’s simple and convenient.   

 
 

Go to stpaulchurch.com, 
and click on the Online 

Giving link for more info 
on how to sign up.   

 

 YOUR HOST TODAY: 

Estudio Biblico en Español 
Spanish Bible Study 

 

Come meet some of the members of this dynamic Spanish 
Bible Study that meets weekly.  If you are interested in 
learning more, please contact: 
 

Gaetano & Pilar Garibaldi at  

biblestudy-esp@stpaulchurch.com 
 

Would you consider volunteering for the Coffee and 
Donuts Ministry? This is a great way to promote your 
ministry and meet other parishioner.  To host an upcoming 
Coffee and Donuts event, please contact Demilsa at  
coffeeanddonuts@stpaulchurch.com. 

A Stewardship Moment …  

In Jesus’ parable of the unjust steward, we encounter a 

financial manager who has wasted his master’s wealth and 

faces dismissal from his position. To overcome the crisis 

confronting him, the steward reduces some very 

considerable debts owed by poor neighbors to his master in 

order to help them out. Though the steward has sinned 

against God and his master by squandering what belongs to 

someone else, both the prudent way in which he goes about 

resolving the crisis coupled with relieving people who are in 

need can be seen as a way to better steward the gifts 

entrusted to us by God. Although good stewards today 

acknowledge that they may never use their God-given gifts 

in a way that completely conforms to the demands of the 

Gospel, a commitment to using their gifts with prudence and 

for the purpose of helping their neighbors wins God’s favor.  
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Faith in Action:  “No servant can serve two 
masters. He will hate one and love the other or 
be devoted to one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve God and mammon (wealth)” (Lk 
16:13).  Is money a "god" that you put before 

God? Giving money to support the Church and other charity 
is a pillar of our faith, just like attending Mass every Sunday 
and participating in parish ministry. Giving money frees us 
from being a slave to money. It increases our dependence on 
God and our trust that God will provide all that we need.  

“No servant can serve two masters. He will hate one and love the other or be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon (wealth)” (Lk 16:13).   

I.   Amos 8:4-7. Early Hebrew   
        Social Policy 
 
Reflection:  Amos was one of the 
earliest Prophets, whose work dates 
from the Eighth Century, BC.  He was 
the first who saw a social vector in the 
expectations of following the Word of 
God.  In this reading, he reacts angrily 
to the economic exploitation of the 
weak.  It is those in power who can 
tamper with weights and measures; and 
by fraudulent schemes, can reduce the 
poor to a point of economic weakness 
that a person would sell him/herself 
into slavery for the price of a pair of 
sandals!  This was a novelty at the time, 
but it became incorporated in the very 
structure of the social programs of 
those who see the Word of God as 
having practical application.  Do you see 
an application today? 
 
 
II. I Timothy 2:1-8. Pray for our  
   Leaders 
  

Reflection: We continue with the First 
letter to Timothy and see the author's 
concern for social stability by urging 
prayers for whomever is in authority.  
This theme is characteristic of the 
"Pastoral Epistles," (1 & 2 Timothy, 
Titus) and is indicative of that stage of 
the Early Church where respectability 
and being undisturbed by outside forces 
was a great value.  We also see an early 
expression of who Jesus Christ was, 
here affirming his complete humanity.  
Recall that this was written at least 225 
years prior to the Council of Nicea, 
where the Trinity was expressed 
canonically.  It is often that we forget 
about Jesus' role as "Human Mediator,” 
but this passage emphasizes his human 
quality; he had headaches, maybe sore 
feet, giggled and slept...just like us. 
 
 
III. Luke 16:1-13  Facing the Music 
 
Reflection:  This parable (verses 1-8) is 
extraordinarily difficult.  There are eight 
"Master-Servant" parables in the 
synoptic gospels; this is one which 
offers the greatest challenge.  First, the 
Servant (Steward) is f ired for 
incompetence, and is faced with a 

reckoning.  Second, aware that the 
"reckoning" will not please his Master, 
he reduces the debts owed to the 
Master, and creates thereby credits to 
his own account.  There is some 
possibility that amounts owed were 
expressed in amounts including interest, 
as a means of avoiding the charge of 
usury.  (It was illegal for a Jew to accept 
interest from another Jew.)  Hence, it 
was like our "Zero-Coupon Bonds."  
The issue for disciples is "prudence" in 
the real world.  The balance of the 
reading are "comments" on the parable, 
expansions by Luke on the parable that 
Jesus may have used.  Here we see 
Lucan social policy, with its emphasis 
on authenticity and personal integrity.  
"Wealth" is not an acceptable goal for 
individuals or society; genuine riches are 
not identifiable on a Personal Financial 
Statement; and real "prudence" involves 
an understanding of and identification 
with the principle that the achieving of 
wealth at the expense of people is 
unacceptable.  This reflects the First 
Reading and is totally consistent with 
today's Catholic Social Teaching. † 

Due to copyright restrictions, we are not 
able to print the Scriptures with the 

Reflections of Dr. Jack Conroy.   

On a Lighter Note! Mick, from Dublin, 
appeared on 'Who Wants To Be A Millionaire' 
and towards the end of the program had already 
won 500,000 euros. "You've done very well so 

far," said Chris Tarrant, the show's presenter, "but for a 
million euros you've only got one life-line left, phone a friend. 
Everything is riding on this question. Will you go for it?" 
"Sure," said Mick. "I'll have a go!"  

"Which of the following birds does NOT build its own nest?  
A) Sparrow B) Thrush C) Magpie or D) Cuckoo?"  "I haven't 
got a clue," said Mick, ''so I'll use my last lifeline and phone 
my friend Paddy back home in Dublin." Mick called up his 
mate and told him the circumstances and repeated the 
question to him. "Oh, Mick!" cried Paddy. "Dat's simple. It's a 
cuckoo." "Are you sure?" "Of course, I'm sure." Mick hung up 
the phone and told Chris, "I'll go with cuckoo as my answer." 
"Is that your final answer?" asked Chris. "Dat it is." There was 
a long, long pause and then the presenter screamed, "Cuckoo 
is the correct answer! Mick, you've won 1 million euros!".  

The next night, Mick invited Paddy to their local pub to buy 
him a drink. Mick said, "Tell me, Paddy? How in Heaven's 
name did you know it was da Cuckoo that doesn't build its 
own nest?"  

Paddy replied, "Because everyone knows he lives in a clock!".  

Living Faith:  The parable of the dishonest 
steward is disturbing in several ways.  The 
point is that we must pursue our salvation 

with all our hearts, mind, and strength.  What do you still need 
to do to respond to the Lord’s call to holiness?  

Deo Gratias:  We thank God for all those 
who volunteered during last weekend’s 
Ministry Fair.  May God bless you!  If you 
don’t hear from the ministries you sign up for 
or if you have any questions, please all Laurie 

at the parish office.  Also, kudos to those who shared bulletins 
from their travels with us.  This week we received them from 
Colorado, North Carolina, Wyoming, Puerto Rico and Florida.  
May God bless you all!  


