
 

 

"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,  
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian community of faith, living our love for 

God and neighbor while growing together as disciples of Christ." 

 Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time                       Sunday, October 20, 2019 

 
 

WEEKEND MASSES 

Saturday Masses 
8:30am Mass 

(Morning Prayer and  
Benediction 8:10am) 

 

Saturday Vigil Masses 
5:30pm   

Missa em Português: 7:30pm 
 

Sunday Masses 
7:30am, 9:00am, 10:45am,  

12:30pm, 5:30pm 
Misa en Español:  2:00pm  

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
Monday to Friday 

7:30am and 12:15pm 
 

First Friday Mass 7:30pm 
Third Friday Mass 7:30pm 

*Fourth Friday Mass 7:30pm  
*(en Español) 

 

Reconciliation (Confession) 
Monday to Friday 11:30am - Noon 
Saturdays at 10:00am and 4:00pm  

or upon request 
 

Eucharistic Adoration  
Monday to Thursday 

8:00am to 8:30pm 
Compline & Benediction  

 

Friday 8:00am to  
Saturday 8:30am Mass 

 

Morning Prayer 
Monday - Friday 7:10am 

Saturday 8:10am 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Every Second Saturday  
of the Month at 8:30am 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday 8:00am to 4:00pm 

 

Website: 
www.stpaulchurch.com 

 

Contact us at: 
info@stpaulchurch.com 

 
 

St. Paul Catholic Church 
and Preschool 

 

www.stpaulchurch.com 

12708 North Dale Mabry Highway, Tampa, Florida  33618-2802     
Phone  (813) 961-3023  †  Fax  (813) 962-8780  

Photo credit: 
Gil Alpapara 
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We’re here to serve you! 
 

Clergy 
Fr. Bill Swengros    Pastor 
Fr. Robert Romaine  Parochial Vicar 
Fr. Ambrose Kadambukatt Parochial Vicar  
Deacon Carlos Celaya  RCIA 
Deacon Ray Dever     Mental Health Support 
Deacon Frank Henriquez  Ministry to Homebound  
  and  Nursing Homes  
Deacon Rich &   Ignatian Spirituality  
Colleen Spiro  
 

Faith Formation 
Carmen Cayon Director 
Maria Costa                 RCIA, Marriage Prep, 
 Adult  Confirmation, 
 Quinceañeras 
Sonia Eberhardt         K-5 Faith Formation  
 Coordinator, 1st Holy 
 Communion Prep 
Maria Mendez Baptism and 
 FORMED® Coordinator   
Silvia Rivera               Religious Education 
 Assistant (Records) 
Andy Gotsch    High School Youth 
 Minister 
Theresa Adams          Middle School Youth
 Minister 
 

Preschool 
Abbie Johnson            Director 
Mindy Geer                Assistant Director 
 

Liturgy 
Mary Gant                   Music Director 
Elizabeth Hays           Liturgist, Bereavement 
 Minister 
 

Parish Support 
Brian Smith       Parish Manager  
Laurie Erickson Director of Ministries 
Louis Gobin Accountant 
Barbara Gray               Pastoral Administrative 
  Assistant (Scheduling)     
Sam Mathai                Maintenance 
Charles Yezak, Jr.        Director of 
 Communications  
 

 

www.stpaulchurch.com 
 

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 
 

info@stpaulchurch.com 

 
Our Vision Statement:  

“Growing Together as Disciples 
of Christ.”  

 

Cover photo credits:  Charles Yezak, Jr. 

Be Baptized and Sent - on Mission in the World!  

Today, World Mission Sunday, in this Extraordinary Missionary Month, we are 
called to personal encounter with Jesus Christ alive in the Church, and to 
offer, through this Eucharistic celebration, our prayers and our generous 
financial support, through the Society for the Propagation of the Faith, to 
continue the mission of Jesus. Today we are “sent” out to witness to Mission 
in the world through our prayers and personal sacrifices for our brothers and 
sisters around the world.   

As always, your prayers are your most treasured gift to the Missions. Your 
prayers and financial help, offered today, WORLD MISSION SUNDAY, 
support mission priests, religious Sisters and Brothers, and lay catechists who 
are Christ’s witnesses to a world so in need of His healing, love, and peace.  

At St. Paul Catholic Church, we have several mission ministries including, but 
not limited to:  Panama Mission Ministry; Jamaican Mission Ministry; Little 
Sisters of Mary Immaculate of Gulu (Africa); the GK Village in Ormoc City, 
Philippines; and the Bethlehem Catholic Mission.  For more information on 
these and other ministries within our parish, please contact Laurie Erickson, 
Director of Ministries, via email at lerickson@stpaulchurch.com or call 
(813) 961-3023. 

http://www.StPaulChurch.com


 

 

 

My Dear Friends, 
 
Last week, I presented some of the findings from our annual parish survey on September 8th.  As I mentioned last 
week, I’m so grateful for the time and care you took to share your thoughts and concerns.  I am so grateful and feel so 
blest to serve you as pastor.   
 
By way of review, it is clear from the survey that people are very pleased to be members of our parish family.  They love 
our liturgies and adoration and enjoy how friendly and welcoming we are!  Several mentioned how they loved the 
diversity of culture and the sense of belonging.  Praise God!  Most reported a close or good relationship with the Lord.  
The challenge is that few felt comfortable inviting people other than family members to parish events or liturgies.  
Hopefully, we can change that! 
 
For suggestions, many focused on the need for more priests, especially those who were familiar with the language and 
culture of those they serve.  As I mentioned last week, this is a challenge for the Church given the priest shortage.  
Please pray for vocations to the priesthood and religious life and please encourage your sons and daughters and 
grandchildren to prayerfully consider a vocation to the priesthood and religious life.  Fr. Bob will begin a ministry to 
help people pray for vocations and I’ll work with the young people discerning a vocation.  Pray for us. 
 
Other suggestions from the surveys?  (1) A few people mentioned the need for a sound system in the chapel.  We will 
make sure that it is on during the weekends as it is switched off during the week during Eucharistic Adoration.  (2) 
Others mentioned the need for more confession times and more Masses.  Given the number of priests, this is simply 
not possible.  Note that confessions are now offered six days a week as well as by appointment.  That is more than 
almost every other parish in our diocese.  (3) Several mentioned the need for more meeting space.  I agree…. but unless 
I receive a large, seven figure donation, I can’t imagine starting a multimillion-dollar fundraising drive at this time. 
 
A couple of people mentioned the need for more retreats.   Please note that we are starting Alpha in January and that 
includes a retreat.  We also periodically bring in speakers and retreat directors and there are events offered in the 
diocese.  I encourage you to keep watching the bulletin.  For marriage enrichment, please check out Couples for Christ 
(couples-for-christ@stpaulchurch.com) or Diálogo Matrimonial [MDS] (dialogomatrimonial-esp@stpaulchurch.com).  
Hopefully we will offer a one-day seminar soon.  Please let me know if you can help. 
 
Another person commented on the need for more children’s liturgies.  Presently they are offered at the 7:30pm Vigil 
Mass and the 9:00am and 2:00pm Sunday Masses.  This is a great idea and we have been praying to be able to offer 
more as well.  Our challenge has been finding more volunteers. 
 
Someone else mentioned the length of time for announcements.  I’m very sympathetic to this person’s concerns.  
Unfortunately, our experience is that when an event is not announced, the attendance is considerably smaller.  
Communication experts note that it often takes seven messages for the person to truly receive what is being said.  Our 
goal is for every member of our family to be invited, informed, and active in the life of our parish family. 
 
What was not mentioned in the survey is bathrooms.  We are presently securing quotes for a make-over of our church 
bathrooms!  Yay!  We are also working on clearing a sports field for our youth and overflow parking.  The parishes in 
our area are forming a Catholic sports league and we want to be involved! 
 
Thank you for sharing and know you are in my prayers! 
 
Courageously growing together in Christ, 

 
 
 

Fr. Bill Swengros 
Pastor 
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“…proclaim the word, be persistent whether it is convenient or inconvenient...” (2 Tm 4:2).   
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ALL SAINTS’ DAY VIGIL MASS 
 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 31st  at 5:30PM 
 

Children are encouraged to dress as 
their favorite saint! 

 

“Trunk or Treat” to follow Mass in the 
Parking Lot from 6:30pm - 7:30pm! 

NOTICE:  “Trunk or Treat” Assistance Needed! 
If you are interested in being part of this fun activity and are 

willing to provide a car and some candy, please email Sonia at: 
seberhardt@stpaulchurch.com 

ALL SAINTS’ DAY MASS SCHEDULE 
(Holy Day of Obligation) 

 

Thursday, October 31 (Vigil) 

5:30pm 
 

Friday, November 1 

7:30am, 12:15pm, 5:30pm and 7:30pm (Tri-

lingual) 
 

Rosary and Novena at 7:00pm 

All Saints Day Reception in Parish Center 

after the 7:30pm Mass 
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“…proclaim the word, be persistent whether it is convenient or inconvenient...” (2 Tm 4:2).   

 

Each week people gather on our campus to pray.  Listed below are some of our prayer groups:  

       PRAYER GROUP                           DAY(S) & TIMES 

    Eucharistic Adoration                    Monday through Thursday 8:00am - 8:30pm 
    Rosary (in Church)                      Weekdays after the 7:30am Mass    
    Rosary and Prayer for Vocations (in Church)    Weekdays before the 12:15pm Mass   
    Our Mother of Mercy                    Tuesdays after the 12:15pm Mass   
    Legion of Mary (Español)                 Tuesdays at 7:30pm     
    La Familia (Español)                     2nd Tuesdays at 7:00pm   
    Padre Pio Prayer Group                  4th Wednesday after the 12:15pm Mass   
    Spiritual Mothers                       Thursdays after the 12:15pm Mass    
    Amor de Jesus Grupo de Oración (Español)    Thursdays at 7:30pm      
    Cenáculo de Maria Rosa Mística (Português)   Thursdays      
    Grupo Terco dos Homens (Português)        3rd Thursdays at 7:40pm     
    24-hour Eucharistic Adoration              Friday 8:00 am - Saturday 8:30am   
    Rosary and Santo Niño Perpetual Novena     1st Fridays at 7:00pm     
    Sacred Heart Novena Mass                1st Fridays at 7:30pm     
    Nossa Senhora Da Rosa Mistica (Português)    1st, 3rd and 5th Fridays at 8:00pm    
    Cursillo de Cristiandad (Español)            2nd Fridays of every other month    
    Our Lady of Good Health Novena Mass       3rd Fridays at 7:30pm   
    Miraculous Medal Novena                Saturdays after the 8:30am Mass   
    Anointing of the Sick                    2nd Saturday during the 8:30am Mass   
    Our Lady of Peñafrancia                  4th Saturday after the 8:30am Mass  
    Cenacles of Divine Mercy (Eng, Esp. & Port.)   Various times    
    Fiat (English and Español)                 Various times   

   

 Please contact Laurie Erickson at (813) 961-3023 for more information 

REMEMBERING ALL SOULS’ DAY 
 

All Soul’s Day remembrance envelopes are now available in the 
Narthex.  Please take an envelope and write the names of your 
departed loved ones on the envelope.  Place your monetary 
donation inside your envelope, then deposit the envelope in the 
locked box in the Narthex.  Your envelope will be placed on the 
altar where will pray for you loved ones at every Mass during the 
month of November. 

MASS 

SCHEDULE 

 

8:30 AM 

12:15 PM 
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  St. Paul Faith Formation     
We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace 

 

God reaches out to us in all kinds of ways. The desire in your 
heart to baptize your child is one of them. The promises you 
make for your child on this day will begin to form your child 
into a faithful follower of Christ. However, the day of baptism 
is only the beginning of this journey. Baptism is indeed a life 
changing event! 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism at St. Paul Catholic Church takes 
place on the first three Saturdays of every month in English and 
the fourth Saturday of every month in Spanish.   If your child 
needs to be baptized please contact our Baptism Coordinator, 
Maria Mendez, at (813)961-3023 or via email at: 
mmendez@stpaulchurch.com. Parents and Godparents will 
be asked to attend a baptismal preparation class. 

Baptism 

 

Sunday, October 20:  Topic - Rescue by Maggie Craig 
(Open to all High School Students) 

Sunday, October 27:  Fall Fun 

Sunday Nights from 6:30pm - 8:30pm 
in the Family Center 

A night of faith, fellowship, community and fun for all 
high school students! 

Interested in receiving text messages regarding 
upcoming Youth Group activities and events?   

If YES, please text  

@9bf4c7 to 81010   

St. Paul Tampa Youth Group Instagram Account: 

stpaultampayg 

MIDDLE  SCHOOL  

RETREAT 
 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26 

9:00AM - 6:00PM 

OUR LADY OF GOOD COUNSEL CAMP 

FLORAL CITY, FLORIDA 
 

All Middle School students are invited to 
attend a retreat at Our Lady of Good 

Counsel Camp.  To register sixth, seventh 
and eighth grade students for this event, 
please contact the Faith Formation Office 

at (813) 961-3023 or send an email to 
Theresa Adams at 

tadams@stpaulchurch.com 

FAITH FORMATION OFFICE 
(813) 961-3023 

Email:  faith-formation@stpaulchurch.com 
 

Special Needs Faith Formation Classes:  If you are 
interested in helping us share our faith with children who 
have special needs, we would love to talk to you!  Currently, 
we are organizing a team of people who are willing to plan 
and train for this important need in our community. Please 
call or email us! 
 

High School Catechist:  If you are willing to share your 
faith on a Sunday afternoon (4:00pm-5:15pm) with teenagers 
who are preparing for Confirmation, please contact our Faith 
Formation office. We have a large group of teens wanting to 
be prepared and we need to open a new classroom. Please 
contact us today! 

Pumpkin Patch 
 

Monday - Saturday  

Noon - 8:00pm 
 

Sunday 

8:00am - 8:00pm 
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“…proclaim the word, be persistent whether it is convenient or inconvenient...” (2 Tm 4:2).   

         License # C HC 110273 

Excellence in Catholic preschool education for over 35 years 

Preschool Office: (813) 264-3314 
Email:  preschool@stpaulchurch.com 

We have had an exceptional time experimenting in Extended 
Day! We just finished learning about water absorption. I 
know… you’re thinking how in the world can you teach 3 and 
4-year-olds water absorption?! You make it fun! We discussed 
how water absorption is the ability of a material to “suck up” 
water. We tested many different materials and managed to use 
all five senses in our quest to figure out what in our 
environment can absorb water. One of our favorite 
experiments was of course one of the messiest. What better 
way to learn about water absorption then to make a spill and 
clean it up? We used colored water and spilled it three separate 
times on a white plastic tablecloth, and then we used three 
different materials to see which one absorbed the water the 
best, therefore cleaning the mess up the best. 
 
I love to teach 3 and 4-year-olds in our Extended Day 
program…. they have a way of grounding you and helping 
you to be present. As the teacher, I like to stay on schedule 
and walk to our next destination.  However, what do the 3 
and 4-year-olds like to do? Stop and admire the flowers, or 
look at the lizards crossing our path, or check out the squirrel 
climbing the tree. So, what do I do? I stop and wonder about 
the squirrel climbing the tree, too! I love to encourage their 
sense of wonder; the more curious they are, the more they 
yearn to learn. My job as an early childhood educator is to set 
a great foundation for a love of learning so that it carries on 
for years to come. 
 
              —Gabrielle Ruiz, Extended Day Lead 

 
 

Monday - Thursday 
8:00am - 8:30pm 

THREE-YEAR-OLD SPACES AVAILABLE 
 

Are you still looking for a preschool class for 
your 3-year-old?  We have a few spots left in our  
5-day, 3-day and 2-day classes.  Call (813) 264-3383 
or email:  preschool@stpaulchurch.com 

 
 

 
Attention all Faith Formation Families!   

 

During the week of October 20th, you are invited to join 
us in the Family Center, during your child's Faith 
Formation class, for Breaking Open the Word. This is a 
casual gathering where we reflect on the Sunday Gospel, 
have some faith sharing time and enjoy fellowship with 
other parents.  Refreshments will be provided.  Please see 
dates and times below: 

 
Sunday (Oct. 20):  10:15am -11:30am 

Monday (Oct. 21):  4:15pm - 5:30pm 

Tuesday (Oct. 22):  6:00pm - 7:15pm 

Wednesday (Oct. 23):  6:00pm - 7:15pm 

mailto:Preschool@stpaulchurch.com
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Pope Francis: “We sin by omission, that is, against mission, 
whenever, rather than spreading joy, we 
think of ourselves as victims, or think 
that no one loves us or understands us. 
We sin against mission when we yield to 
resignation: “I can’t do this: I’m not up 

to it”. How can that be? God has given you talents, yet you 
think yourself so poor that you cannot enrich a single person? 
We sin against mission when we complain and keep saying 
that everything is going from bad to worse, in the world and 
in the Church. We sin against mission when we become slaves 
to the fears that immobilize us, when we let ourselves be 
paralyzed by thinking that “things will never change”. We sin 
against mission when we live life as a burden and not as a gift, 
when we put ourselves and our concerns at the center, and 
not our brothers and sisters who are waiting to be 
loved” (Pope Francis, Homily, 1 October 2019).  

We pray for the repose of the souls of those recently 
departed: Natalie Jean Carroll, Sandra Speziale, Richard L. 

Kissal, Sandra Speziale, Natalie Carroll, Julia Cate, 
Lucia Pirone, David Barragar, Benedict Heter, Rojan 
Vincent Hosein, Daniele Martinez DeSena Moura, 
Judith Ann Smith, James Barrow, Christine LeBlanc, 
Nicolle Butler and Richard Hemming. 

 
 

Please remember in your prayers those with various 
health needs: Jose Rodriguez, Jaime Zambrano, Mary 
Garcia, Allan Garcia, Frank Loscalzo, Doreen Miller, Leelah 
Sharma, Anne Marie Q., Nancy H. Cramer and Catalina Feller. 

Sunday Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Ex 17:8-13; Ps 121:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8;  
 2 Tm 3:14—4:2; Lk 18:1-8 
Monday Rom 4:20-25; Lk 1:69-70, 71-72, 73-75; 
 Lk 12:13-21 
Tuesday Rom 5:12, 15b, 17-19, 20b-21; Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9,  
 10, 17; Lk 12:35-38 
Wednesday Rom 6:12-18; Ps 124:1b-3, 4-6, 7-8; Lk 12:39-48 
Thursday Rom 6:19-23; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6; Lk 12:49-53 
Friday Rom 7:18-25a; Ps 119:66, 68, 76, 77, 93, 94;  
 Lk 12:54-59 
Saturday Rom 8:1-11; Ps 24:1b-2, 3-4ab, 5-6; Lk 13:1-9 
Sunday Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Sir 35:12-14, 16-18; Ps 34:2-3, 17-18, 19, 23; 
 2 Tm 4:6-8, 16-18; Lk 18:9-14 

 
Saturday, October 19, 2019 
Memorial of Saints John de Brébeuf and Isaac Jogues, Priests, 

and Companions, Martyrs 
8:30am   Lucas Martinez † 
5:30pm   Magdalena Mendoza † 
7:30pm   Laureano Rojas † 
 

Sunday, October 20, 2019 

Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30am   Guido Tiozzo †  
9:00am    Clyde and Mary Evers † 
10:45am    Bernard Gant † 
12:30pm    Michael and Mike Hingson † 
2:00pm   Rosa Goris † 
5:30pm    St. Paul Parishioners (int.)     
 

Monday, October 21, 2019 
7:30am    Robert F. Shannon † 
12:15pm  Cadena Gomez Ramirez Family † 
 

Tuesday, October 22, 2019 

Saint John Paul II, Pope 
7:30am   Pablo Rodriguez † 
12:15pm  Kim Gazelle (int.) 
 

Wednesday, October 23, 2019 

Saint John of Capistrano, Priest 
7:30am   Antonino Mazzuca † 
12:15pm  Consecrated Life and Priestly Vocations (int.) 
 

Thursday, October 24, 2019 

Saint Anthony Marie de Claret, Bishop 
7:30am    Ron Messersmith † 
12:15pm  Garrett Frimpter †  
  

Friday, October 25, 2019 
7:30am   Celso Vasquez † 
12:15pm  Rosemary Wojcik † 
7:30pm   Antonio “Tony” Rivera † 
     
Saturday, October 26, 2019 
8:30am   Alex Springer † 
5:30pm   St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 
7:30pm   Santo Trafficante † 
 

Sunday, October 27, 2019 

Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30am   Ronald Shaw † 
9:00am    Bee Butler † 
10:45am    Ryan Casey † 
12:30pm    Emilio Francescon † 
2:00pm   Richie Duran † 
5:30pm    Arlene Permuy †      

You are Invited! Remember when Jesus was in the Garden 
of Gethsemane and simply wanted his apostles to 
stay awake and pray with him?  He is asking you to 
do the same!  Come adore the Lord every weekday 
8:00am-8:30pm and every Friday beginning with 
7:30am Mass and concluding Saturday morning 

with the 8:30 Mass.  Even if you can only stop by for a short 
visit, you won’t be sorry!  
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“…proclaim the word, be persistent whether it is convenient or inconvenient...” (2 Tm 4:2).   

Looking Ahead!  Now - November 3:  
40 Days for Life;  October 26: Knights of 
Columbus Golf Tournament at Cheval 
Country Club, 11:30am - 7:00pm; October 
31: Trunk or Treat 6:30pm - 7:30pm;  
November 1: All Saints - Holy Day of 

Obligation - (5:30 Thurs Vigil; Friday at 7:30am, 12:15pm, 
5:30pm, 7:30pm Trilingual - 7:00pm Rosary and Novena - 
reception in Parish Center; November 2: All Souls Day - 
8:30am Mass, 12:15pm Mass; November 2: 11:00am - 3:00pm 
Parish Picnic; November 3: Daylight Savings Time begins; 
Nov 5 - Dec 7: 33 Days of Preparation for Total 
Consecration to Jesus through Mary; November 8: All Souls 
Memorial Mass - 7:00pm Rosary and Novena followed by the 
All Souls Memorial Mass; November 11: Veteran’s Day: 
offices closed, regular Mass and adoration schedule; 
November 14:  “Journey to a New Life” Workshop at 
7:00pm; November 15: Our Lady of Good Health/Our Lady 
of Divine Providence Healing Mass, Novena 7:00pm, Mass at 
7:30pm; November 28: Thanksgiving Day Mass at 9:00am; 
December 1:  First Sunday of Advent.   

Something Missing? There are a number of couples in our 
parish who are living in irregular marriages or 
marriages which have not been blessed in the 
Church.  Remember, it is not sufficient for 
Catholics to be civilly married or married in a 
non-Catholic church.  For validity, Catholics 
must be married in a ceremony recognized by 

the Church.  Don’t wait.  We’re here to help! If nether of you 
was previously divorced, contact Maria Costa at the Parish 
Office at (813) 961-3023 to have your marriage convalidated.  
It is very easy and won’t take much of your time.  If you or 
your spouse were previously divorced, contact Maria or the 
priest or deacon of your choosing to start the “annulment” 
process so that, hopefully, your present marriage can be 
convalidated.  Let us help you!  

Welcome Home! We would like to extend a hearty welcome 
to those who have recently moved to our 
parish.  We certainly hope you feel at home.  
You are encouraged to register and to 
participate in our ministries, see a minister of 
hospitality for a Welcome Folder.  If you are 

involved in a particular ministry in your previous parish, why 
not continue that ministry here at St Paul’s?  We can always 
use another Minister of Hospitality, Eucharistic Minister, or 
Catechist!  If you are a member of the Knights of Columbus 
or your parish prayer group, join us!  If you are interested in 
starting a new ministry, let us know!  Don’t hesitate to become 
involved, you will be glad you did! 

First Aid:  The church’s First Aid Kit and AED are located 

in the minister’s room.  The Parish Center has 

a First Aid kit in the kitchen and the AED is 

located by the bathrooms.  The Family Center 

First Aid kit and AED are in the kitchen.  If 

you use them, please let a staff person know so 

that they can be stocked and secured.  It will also help us to 

ensure that our church is always a safe environment.   

Saints of God: This Thursday we celebrate the feast of St. 
Anthony Marie Claret (1807-70).  
Anthony was born in Spain, the 5th of 11 
children.  He was ordained a diocesan 
priest in 1935 and was known for his love 
for the poor.  He was a gifted preacher 
and confessor and is said to have the gift 
of discernment of consciences.  He 
established the Congregation of the 

Missionary Sons of the Immaculate Heart of Mary (The 
Claretians) in 1849 and in in the same year, was appointed 
archbishop of Santiago, Cuba.  There he worked to reform 
and revitalize the Church, founding the Religious of Mary 
Immaculate.  In 1857, he was recalled to Spain where he was 
involved in helping the poor and education.  He died on this 
day in 1870.  Let us join him in prayer: “I believe, Lord, but let 
me believe more firmly.  I hope, Lord, but let me hope more 
surely.  I love, Lord, but let me love more warmly.  I repent, 
Lord, but let me repent more deeply.  My God, my Jesus, my 
all in all.”  

Food for Thought: “Although the sinner does not believe in 
Hell, he shall nevertheless go there if he has the misfortune to 
die in mortal sin.”  

                       – St. Anthony Mary Claret  

Words of Wisdom: “The future starts today, not 
tomorrow.”  

                             – St. John Paul II 

Ask It Basket: “Why don’t we have a 
Shrine to Our Lady of Fatima?”  We 
do!  In fact, I brought back the tiles 

from Fatima, Portugal myself!  They are mounted on the 
reverse side of Our Lady of Aparecida and as a nod to Fest 
Junina, Our Lady of Fatima is surrounded by the June 
Saints ... Peter, Paul, Anthony, and John the Baptist!  Our 
Lady of Fatima, pray for us! (Note:  If you have a question for 
the “Ask It Basket”, please send an email to: 
frbill@stpaulchurch.com).  

Pray for Priests! Heavenly Father, please grant to your 
faithful servants, the grace and strength to 
carry out your mission for the Church each 
day.  Keep our priests close to you and 
continue to inspire them to serve others in 
your holy name.  Please help to inspire men 

who are called to a priestly vocation to answer your call and 
participate in the fullness that you have planned for them.  
Amen. 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The purpose of this ministry is to pray for vocations. 

If you would like to take part in this ministry, please contact 

Father Bob by email at frbob@stpaulchurch.com  

or via phone at (813) 961-3023. 
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SOS Human Trafficking 
Ministry at St. Paul Catholic 
Church provides awareness and 
education, conducts fund-raising 
events and offers spiritual 
rehabilitation to survivors. The ministry encourages others to 
use their God inspired passions to help put an end to human 
trafficking while joining in the fight against modern day 
slavery.  If you have questions or are interested in joining our 
ministry, please let us know.  
 

Email us at humantrafficking@stpaulchurch.com or call 
Cathy Hayter at (813) 843-8969 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Pantry Hours 

Monday & Thursday 9:00am - 12:00pm    
Assistance Line: (813) 264-3325  

 

Our society continues to assist all who come to our door.  We 
need your help with donations of food and money in order to 
implement God’s plea to “care for the needy.” 
 
If you would like to help, food donations to the St. Vincent 
de Paul Food Pantry can be left in the marked baskets in the 
church Narthex.  Monetary donations can be dropped in the 
Poor Box, located in the Narthex. Please make sure to specify 
SVDP in the memo line for check donations or you may use 
an offertory envelope for cash donations and label it SVDP.   
       

Thank you for your generosity! ~ SVDP Society 
 

Pantry Wish List This Week: 
Canned Soup, Crackers and Canned Milk 

 

*Please note we are unable to use expired items* 

A NEW MINISTRY has come to our parish! 
 

Are you interested in experiences to enhance your 
faith?  Would you like to journey to a shrine or site that 
Catholic pilgrims consider important in the light of 
His faith?   
 

IGNITE YOUR FAITH is a ministry  focused on taking 
pilgrimages to Florida and U.S. sites. 

 

Email: igniteyourfaith@stpaulchurch.com for a list of 
sites we will be visiting in the coming months. 

Ministries are encouraged to send information regarding 
upcoming meetings and events to:  

bulletin@stpaulchurch.com 
 

Submissions for the bulletin are due nine (9) days prior 
to the bulletin’s front cover date.  Please include the 

word “bulletin” in the subject line of your email.  Thanks! 

 

DATE        TOPIC 
October 24     The “Inner Game” of Job Search 
October 31     Career Networking + Overcoming  
           Interview Anxiety 
November 7    Effective Use of LinkedIn Workshop 

THURSDAYS FROM 8:30AM - 11:30AM 

ST. MICHAEL BUILDING 

Spiritual Direction Available 

Spiritual direction is a charism, a gift for both the director 
and the directee. The real spiritual director is the Holy 
Spirit. Listening is the essence of spiritual direction. Our 
spiritual director listens to the Holy Spirit within us and 
assists us in discerning where God is leading us.  Colleen 
Spiro, a parishioner of St. Paul Catholic Church, is a certified 
spiritual director. To make an appointment, send an email to:  
 

spiritual-direction@stpaulchurch.com 



 

 

 
 

Our ministry is collecting new reading 

glasses and hygiene products during all 

Masses on October 19 & 20.  Please bring items and 

place them in marked baskets in the Porticos and 

Narthex through October 27th. The glasses and 

hygiene items will be distributed to those in Panama 

during the 2020 Mission.  

Email:  panamamission@stpaulchurch.com 
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“…proclaim the word, be persistent whether it is convenient or inconvenient...” (2 Tm 4:2).   

Shawls of Hope: Inviting all knitters and crocheters to create 
shawls and baby blankets as a source of comfort and 
prayer. Our next meeting is Friday, October 25 at 
10:00am in the St. Paul Parish Center.  Email:  
shawlsofhope@stpaulchurch.com 

Bereavement Ministry 
Our ministry offers God’s healing love through emotional, 
physical, mental and spiritual comfort. Our next, meeting will 
be held on Tuesday, October 22, from 7:30pm - 9:00pm in 
the Parish Center, Room H. For more information contact 
Kathy at (813) 361-5134.   

Legal Consultation and Referral Service  
Every Monday by appointment only 

  Please call (813) 961-3023 

Divorced and Separated Support Group 
This ministry provides caring support for both women and 
men experiencing separation or divorce.  The group meets 
every Friday night at 7:30pm in the St. Paul Parish Center, 
Room C.  No charges or fees.  All are welcome!  For more 
information, please call Don Hemke at (813) 205-1735. 

Counseling Services 
Offered by Dr. Pat Berne 

Please call (813) 961-3023 to make an appointment 

AA Meetings:  Do you feel your life is out of control?  Is 
Alcohol ruining your life?  Help is here!  Our parish is blessed 
to host weekly Alcoholics Anonymous meetings every 
Wednesday at 8:15pm in the St Michael Building.  For 
more information, call (813) 933-9123.  May God bless you! 

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES 
Please let us know if you are interested in 
volunteering in these ways: Altar Servers, Arts 
& Environment, Eucharistic Ministers of 
Holy Communion, Funeral Planning, 
Hospitality, Lectors and Sacristans. Please 
contact Elizabeth Hays via email at: 

ehays@stpaulchurch.com or call (813) 961-3023. 

The St. Francis of Assisi Ministry is accepting prayer 
requests from those who are coping with the loss of a 
pet or struggling with their pet’s illness. Please submit 
your prayer request(s) via email to the following address:  

st-francis-ministry@stpaulchurch.com 

 
 
 

October is Respect Life Month!   
 

St. Paul Parish Prayer Day on Saturday, October 26th 
for 40 Days for Life! 

Please join the Respect Life Ministry and fellow St. Paul 
parishioners on Saturday, October 26th, for prayers and the 
recitation of the rosary to support the dignity of all human life.  

We will be praying peacefully at the Tampa Women’s Health 
Center located at 2010 E. Fletcher Ave., Tampa, FL 33612 
from 8:00am – 5:00pm on October 26th to support women 
who are in crisis. We pray that God may give them and their 
families the courage to shelter the new life within the mother 
with protection and care.   

We ask that you sign up ahead of time to let us know you are 
coming. You can notify us by sending an email to 
respectlife@stpaulchurch.com or you can sign up with the 
leader on site when you arrive.  

For more information, contact Carol or Ivan at: 
respectlife@stpaulchurch.com 

St. Padre Pio Prayer Group 
 

St. Padre Pio Prayer Group next meeting 

will be held on Wednesday, October 23
rd  

after the 12:15pm Mass.  The group will 

meet in the Prayer Room. For more info, 

please email: padrepio@stpaulchurch.com 

PANAMA MISSION WISH LIST  

mailto:LouiseRomano@StPaulChurch.com
mailto:respectlife@stpaulchurch.com
mailto:padrepio@stpaulchurch.com
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DID YOU KNOW? 
 

• This year we budgeted $550,000 to maintain 
the current buildings on our campus. 

• We spend nearly $10,000 each month in utilities. 
• That our parish  one of the largest ones  in the 

Diocese of St. Petersburg.  
• That our current budgeted parish expenses 

are set to match our parish income totals. 
 

We appreciate your generosity. You are the 
church!  You are what make St. Paul Catholic 

Church so special! 

 

 

 
 

Sign up for Online Giving!   
It’s simple and convenient.   

 

Go to stpaulchurch.com, 
and click on the Online 

Giving link for more info on 
how to sign up.   

Coffee & Donuts 

Your Host Today:  
 

Amor de Jesus Prayer Group 
Amor de Jesus is a Spanish Prayer Group that meets weekly 
in prayer to share their charismatic love of Jesus, to praise 
and glorify God, and to spread the word of God in a spirit of 
love and brotherhood.  Come meet these faithful followers 
and get more information about their prayer group.  
  

For more information, please contact: 

Blanca Bravo 
amordejesus@stpaulchurch.com 

Leave a legacy by including St. Paul Catholic Church in 

your will is most appreciated.  There can be many advantages 
to leaving a gift in this way.  Naming our parish as an entity in 
your will, trust, or as a beneficiary on a life insurance policy is a 
way for any parishioner to bless future generations through a 
legacy gift and support the ministry of the church.  For 
additional information please call our Parish Manager, Brian 
Smith, at (813) 961-3023 or send an e-mail to: 
bsmith@stpaulchurch.com. 

SAVE THE DATE! 

 We are packing meals for the hungry on 
Sunday, November 17th from 2:30pm to 
5:30pm in the Family Center.  This is a 
family-friendly event.  Please take a few 
minutes to sign up to assist us and 
consider donating at the site below.  
Come and have some fun while helping 
those in need!  Do you need service 
hours?  What a great way to serve others! 

 

To register for this event and/or to make a donation 
to help pay for the meals for the hungry, visit the 

Catholic Relief Services’ event calendar website at:  
 

https://helpinghands.crs.org/events/st-paul-tampa/ 
  

SIGN UP TODAY - THERE ARE ONLY 150 SPOTS! 

A Stewardship Moment … 

If we want to know what Jesus’ parable is 
about in today’s Gospel, it seems that we 
don’t need to work too hard because Saint 
Luke tell us right at the beginning: “Jesus 
told his disciples a parable about their need 
to pray always and not to lose heart.” This 
parable has often been used to bring 
comfort to us about our prayer life. But 

could there be a more challenging message for those who take 
stewardship seriously? Widows were the poorest and most 
vulnerable of people in Jesus’ time. Oppressive legal and 
economic structures were the norm. Jesus embraced with great 
compassion the poor and the marginalized.  
 

Could it be that we are also encouraged to pray 
persistently for the poor, the weak and the vulnerable as 
we hear their cry for justice? And that we must not lose 
heart that we can effect change in their lives?  

mailto:mmaloney@stpaulchurch.com
https://helpinghands.crs.org/events/st-paul-tampa/


 

 

Living Faith: Today’s readings are about 
being persistent in faith.  We should never 
tire praying for our loved ones, for our 

Church, for our country, for respect life, for peace and justice.  
Many of us have perpetual “novenas” for these special 
intentions.  Do you?  If so, what are they?  If not, why not?  

 
I. Exodus 17:8-13.  An Ancient 
Battle Story. 
  
Reflection: This is a story that follows 
quickly after the Exodus from Egypt.  
In the Ancient World, the outcome of 
battles was not seen to be determined 
by the superior skill or strength of one 
of the combatants, but by God.  The 
staff that Moses held up was the staff 
by which the various plagues were 
brought about in Egypt; but it was 
given Moses by God and was hence a 
medium of God's power.  We see that 
others assisted Moses, by holding his 
arms up; this probably symbolized a 
power-sharing; Joshua, we know, was 
Moses' most trusted Lieutenant, and 
became the leader after Moses died.  At 
the time of the writing, the idea of 
killing in God’s name was not unusual.  
It took time for the ancient value of 
"domination by power" to be 
recognized as insufficient. Even today, 
we have not overcome this perception, 
and some continue to see killing in 
God’s name as valuable.  Obviously, 
the world has utterly rejected this idea.  

But it is interesting to see its basis in 
our own Scripture. 
 

 
II. II Timothy, 3:14-4:2. The Role of 
Scripture. 
  
Reflection: This is the latter part of a 
typical "Exhortation" in an epistle, 
wherein the recipient is charged to hold 
fast to the Faith.  Here we see some 
early references to "holy scripture," 
which had to mean the  Greek 
Septuagint, or what we now call the 
Old Testament.  Further, it was a well-
established belief among Jews at the 
time that holy writings were "inspired 
by God," even though the Canon had 
not been specifically identified.  But in 
this sense, we see the "usefulness" 
emphasized.  Finally, we see the charge 
to proclaim the message, despite the 
character of its reception.  Let us share 
the intensity of feeling, of the vibrant, 
young Church.  
 

 
III. Luke 18:1-8. Persistence. 
  
Reflection: Some commentators have 
related this Parable to that of the 

“Crafty Steward" that we read four 
weeks ago, with identification of God 
with either the Landlord (then) or with 
the Judge (now).  I would like to try a 
different approach.  I suggest that this 
is Luke's effort at offering an answer to 
the problem of why bad things happen 
to good people, or why prayers don't 
seem to be answered immediately.  The 
Parable does not suggest just how long  
a "long time" means, while the widow 
was bothering the Judge.  So, with us; 
maybe Luke is trying to indicate that 
when people pray for something, and 
when the opposite actually occurs, it 
may be only a matter of time until 
"justice will be done."  He even 
suggests that such justice will come 
"with haste," but without anything 
more specific.  This was a huge 
problem for Scripture writers, and 
there were many different efforts at its 
solution. (See 2 Pet. 2).  It may be a 
large problem for some today, when 
one thinks he or she is doing 
everything right, but things turn out 
terribly, or when a good person suffers 
an "undeserved" tragedy.  When 
prayers don't seem to be answered, 
maybe there is an answer: "Don't 
worry, be patient, I haven't forgotten 
you, everything will be set right."  † 
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Faith in Action: “…proclaim the word, be 
persistent whether it is convenient or 
inconvenient...” (2 Tm 4:2).  It is not always 
convenient to be a good steward, especially 
when all the temptations of our busy and 

materialistic world get in the way. Now add our own pride and 
ego into the equation and living a stewardship lifestyle may be 
downright uncomfortable! Remember, God didn’t call us to be 
comfortable. He called us to be faithful.  

“…proclaim the word, be persistent whether it is convenient or inconvenient...” (2 Tm 4:2).   

Due to copyright restrictions, we are not 
able to print the Scriptures with the 

Reflections of Dr. Jack Conroy.   

Deo Gratias: Please join me in thanking God for all those 
who have been volunteering for our annual 
Pumpkin Patch! May God bless you!  
Remember, 100% of the proceeds are used to 
help our teens attend the various retreats and 
conferences throughout the year.  Without your 

help, the cost of attending these functions would be 
prohibitive.  Thank you for your support!  Also, don’t forget 
to share bulletins from your travels with us.  We love to read 
how God is blessing our Church throughout the world!  This 
week, we received bulletins from parishes in Florida.  May 
God bless you all!  

 

  www.facebook.com/stpaultpa  

On a Lighter Note! A pastor used this story as a lead-in to 

his homily: "I was walking along the beach one 

weekend when I came upon a group of boys 

with fishing gear. They were gathered around a 

single fish, lying on the ground. I asked them 

what they were doing, and one of them replied, 

'Well, Father, we're deciding who gets the fish that we caught. 

Whoever tells the biggest lie gets the fish.' "I stood there for a 

minute, then I said to the boys, 'You know, when I was your 

age, I would never dream of telling a lie.' "They looked at each 

other and nodded. Then one of the boys said, 'Okay, Father, 

you win, you get the fish.'"  


