
 

 

"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,  
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian community of faith, living our love for 

God and neighbor while growing together as disciples of Christ." 

Third Sunday of Advent                                               Sunday, December 15, 2019 

 
 

WEEKEND MASSES 

Saturday Masses 
8:30am Mass 

(Morning Prayer and  
Benediction 8:10am) 

 

Saturday Vigil Masses 
5:30pm   

Missa em Português: 7:30pm 
 

Sunday Masses 
7:30am, 9:00am, 10:45am,  

12:30pm, 5:30pm 
Misa en Español:  2:00pm  

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
Monday to Friday 

7:30am and 12:15pm 
 

First Friday Mass 7:30pm 
Third Friday Mass 7:30pm 

*Fourth Friday Mass 7:30pm  
*(en Español) 

 

Reconciliation (Confession) 
Monday to Friday 11:30am - Noon 
Saturdays at 10:00am and 4:00pm  

or upon request 
 

Eucharistic Adoration  
Monday to Thursday 

8:00am to 8:30pm 
Compline & Benediction  

 

Friday 8:00am to  
Saturday 8:30am Mass 

 

Morning Prayer 
Monday - Friday 7:10am 

Saturday 8:10am 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Every Second Saturday  
of the Month at 8:30am 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday 8:00am to 4:00pm 

 

Website: 
www.stpaulchurch.com 

 

Contact us at: 
info@stpaulchurch.com 

 
 

St. Paul Catholic Church 
and Preschool 

 

www.stpaulchurch.com 

12708 North Dale Mabry Highway, Tampa, Florida  33618-2802     
Phone  (813) 961-3023  †  Fax  (813) 962-8780  

In This Issue... 
 

Christmas  
Mass Schedule 

See page 4 
 

Santo Niño  
Art Contest 
See page 6 



 

 

My dear friends, 
 
With the lighting of the third candle, the rose candle of joy, our journey 
through Advent takes a decided turn as we set our sights on the 
celebration of the Nativity of Our Lord, the Word made flesh!  As the 
world turns to holiday festivities ... we realize that the best gift we can 
give the Lord is pure and contrite hearts, full of love. 
 
This week, the parishes of our section of the deanery offer 
Reconciliation Services.  Surely one will fit your busy schedule: 
 

•  Monday, December 16, 7:00pm, Most Holy Redeemer Church 

•  Tuesday, December 17, 7:00pm, St. Paul Catholic Church 

•  Wednesday, December 18, 7:00pm, Corpus Christi Church 

•  Thursday, December 19, 7:00pm , St. Timothy Church 
 
In addition, we will continue to offer the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
11:30am to 12:00pm Monday through Friday and Saturday at 10:00am 
and 4:00pm.  Come and experience the merciful touch of Jesus! 
 
This Friday, we will celebrate the 5th Anniversary of our Novena of 
Masses in honor of Our Lady of Good Health.  Weather permitting, it 
will take place outside at our Shrine beginning with the rosary at 7:00pm.  
Afterwards, there will be homemade Indian cuisine.  Please come! 
 
As I mentioned in my homily last weekend, our Holy Father has written 
us a beautiful apostolic letter entitled “Admirabile Signum” on the 
meaning and importance of the Nativity Scene.  In honor of his letter, 
our youth will be presenting a “living nativity” during the Masses next 
weekend.  A local farmer has graciously offered her animals.  You may 
remember that in 1223, St. Francis presented the first “living nativity.”  
Please be sure to stop by and support our youth and reflect on the gift of 
the First Christmas! 
 
In this bulletin, you will find our Christmas schedule on page 4.  Please 
be sure that your Christmas plans include time for you to worship the 
Christmas Child at Holy Mass as a family.  Also, watch for people to 
invite to join you... neighbors, coworkers, classmates, etc.  In a special 
way, invite those who are alone, struggling, or otherwise may appreciate 
the opportunity to join you. 
 
In your holiday giving, I encourage you to remember our parish.  While 
our attendance continues to increase, with the new tax laws, our 
offertory has decreased.  Thank you!   
 
Know you are in my prayers as we courageously grow together in Hope, 

 
 
 

Fr. Bill Swengros 
Pastor 
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We’re here to serve you! 
 

Clergy 
Fr. Bill Swengros    Pastor 
Fr. Robert Romaine  Parochial Vicar 
Fr. Ambrose  
Kadambukatt, OCD Parochial Vicar  
Deacon Carlos Celaya  RCIA 
Deacon Ray Dever     Mental Health Support 
Deacon Frank Henriquez  Ministry to Homebound  
  and  Nursing Homes  
Deacon Rich &    
Colleen Spiro  Ignatian Spirituality  
 

Faith Formation 
Carmen Cayon Director 
Maria Costa                 RCIA, Marriage Prep, 
 Adult  Confirmation, 
 Quinceañeras 
Sonia Eberhardt         K-5 Faith Formation  
 Coordinator, 1st Holy 
 Communion Prep 
Maria Mendez Baptism and 
 FORMED® Coordinator   
Silvia Rivera               Religious Education 
 Assistant (Records) 
Andy Gotsch    High School Youth 
 Minister 
Theresa Adams          Middle School Youth
 Minister 
 

Preschool 
Abbie Johnson            Director 
Mindy Geer                Assistant Director 
 

Liturgy 
Mary Gant                   Music Director 
Elizabeth Hays           Liturgist, Bereavement 
 Minister 
 

Parish Support 
Brian Smith       Parish Manager  
Laurie Erickson Director of Ministries 
Louis Gobin Accountant 
Barbara Gray               Pastoral Administrative 
  Assistant (Scheduling)     
Sam Mathai                Maintenance 
Charles Yezak, Jr.        Director of 
 Communications  

 

www.stpaulchurch.com 
 

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 
 

info@stpaulchurch.com 

 
Our Vision Statement:  

“Growing Together as Disciples of 
Christ.” 

 
Front cover photo credits:  Charles Yezak, Jr. 

http://www.StPaulChurch.com
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“You too must be patient. Make your hearts firm, because the coming of the Lord is at hand” (Jm 5:8).   

The Filipino Ministry invites you to 
participate in the traditional “Simbang 
Gabi”, a series of nine Novena Masses of 
Advent in honor of the Virgin Mary.  The 
nine Masses represents the nine-month 
stay of the Infant Jesus in the womb of 
Our Lady leading up to Christmas.   
 

Our parish will host the first in a series 
of nine Masses on Sunday, December 
15, 2019, at 7:00pm with Father Bill 
Swengros presiding.    For a complete 
schedule of Simbang Gabi Masses 
offered in the Tampa Bay Area this 
December, please visit our website at: 
www.stpaulchurch.com. 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, January 9, 2020 

1:00pm & 7:00pm 

Family Center 2 & 3 
 

Alpha introduce the basics of the 

Christian faith through a series of talks 

and discussions.  Alpha is an 

opportunity to explore the meaning of 

life in a small group setting.  

 

For more information, please visit 

www.stpaulchurch.com or write to:  

alpha@stpaulchurch.com 

Communal 
Reconciliation 

Services 
One of the best ways to prepare 

for the coming of Christ is through 

the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

Please be sure to attend one of the 

Penance Services in our deanery 

over the next few days: 
 

Mon., December 16 at 7:00pm - Most Holy Redeemer 

Tues., December 17 at 7:00pm - St. Paul Catholic Church 

Wed., December 18 at 7:00pm - Corpus Christi Church 

Thurs., December 19 at 7:00pm - St. Timothy Church 
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FEAST OF 
THE HOLY 

INNOCENTS 
 

December 27 
7:00pm Rosary 
7:30pm Mass  

 

Fr. Bill, our Respect Life Ministry and our 

Hispanic Community will offer a special, 

bilingual Mass for all those who have lost a 

child before or after birth. The evening will 

begin with the Rosary at 7:00pm followed by 

the Holy Mass. A dinner reception hosted by 

the Hispanic Liturgical Ministries to follow. 

Let us pray for all those who mourn the 

death of a child.  All are welcome. 

Dedication of  
Our Lady of 
Good Health 

Shrine 

Friday, December 
20th will be the fifth 
anniversary of our 
novena of Masses in 
honor of Our Lady 
of Good Health, 
held every third 
Friday of the month. 

On December 20th at 7:00pm, we will gather by 
our Shrine and offer our novena followed by the 
Holy Mass. Bring a blanket as it may get chilly in 
the night air! Afterwards there will be a 
reception featuring delicious Indian cuisine. 
Please come and bring a friend! 

Christmas  

Mass Schedule 

Tuesday, December 24 
 

4:00pm 

Church (children’s choir) 

Family Center 
 

6:00pm 

Church 

Family Center (Portuguese Mass) 
 

8:00pm 

Lifeteen mass 
 

Midnight 

(choir prelude begins at 11:15pm) 

 

Wednesday, December 25 
 

7:30am 
 

9:00am 

Family Mass 
 

10:45am 

Choir Mass (traditional high mass) 
 

12:30pm 
 

2:00pm 

Spanish Mass 

 

All masses in main church unless specified 

NO Mass at 5:30pm on Christmas Day 



 

 

 

Each week people gather on our campus to pray.  Listed below are some of our prayer groups:  

       PRAYER GROUP                           DAY(S) & TIMES 

    Eucharistic Adoration                    Monday through Thursday 8:00am - 8:30pm 
    Rosary (in Church)                      Weekdays after the 7:30am Mass    
    Rosary and Prayer for Vocations (in Church)    Weekdays before the 12:15pm Mass   
    Our Mother of Mercy                    Tuesdays after the 12:15pm Mass   
    Legion of Mary (Español)                 Tuesdays at 7:30pm     
    La Familia (Español)                     2nd Tuesdays at 7:00pm   
    Padre Pio Prayer Group                  4th Wednesday after the 12:15pm Mass   
    Spiritual Mothers                       Thursdays after the 12:15pm Mass    
    Amor de Jesus Grupo de Oración (Español)    Thursdays at 7:30pm      
    Cenáculo de Maria Rosa Mística (Português)   Thursdays      
    Grupo Terco dos Homens (Português)        3rd Thursdays at 7:40pm     
    24-hour Eucharistic Adoration              Friday 8:00 am - Saturday 8:30am   
    Rosary and Santo Niño Perpetual Novena     1st Fridays at 7:00pm     
    Sacred Heart Novena Mass                1st Fridays at 7:30pm     
    Nossa Senhora Da Rosa Mistica (Português)    1st, 3rd and 5th Fridays at 8:00pm    
    Cursillo de Cristiandad (Español)            2nd Fridays of every other month    
    Our Lady of Good Health Novena Mass       3rd Fridays at 7:30pm   
    Miraculous Medal Novena                Saturdays after the 8:30am Mass   
    Anointing of the Sick                    2nd Saturday during the 8:30am Mass   
    Our Lady of Peñafrancia                  4th Saturday after the 8:30am Mass  
    Cenacles of Divine Mercy (Eng, Esp. & Port.)   Various times    
    Fiat (English and Español)                 Various times   

   

 Please contact Laurie Erickson, Director of Ministries, at (813) 961-3023 for more information. 
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“You too must be patient. Make your hearts firm, because the coming of the Lord is at hand” (Jm 5:8).   

AVAILABLE NOW 
IN THE NARTHEX 

AND  
PARISH OFFICE! 



 

 

 
 

 
 

We invite all children 
(grades K-12th grade) in our 
Faith Formation program 
and beyond to submit art 
in order to help us as a 
parish celebrate the Feast 
of Santo Niño (Feast of 
Most Holy Child, Jesus) on 
Sunday, January 19, 2020. 
Here are the details: 
 

• Create an image/depiction of the Santo Niño using an 
8 ½” by 11” sheet of paper. 

• Use any medium: crayons, markers, pencils, chalk, 
pastels, watercolor, etc. 

• Put name and phone number and any other contact 
information on the back of the artwork. 

• Submit to the Parish Office or Faith Formation Office 
no later than Wednesday, January 15, 2020. 
 

The winning entries will be announced during the 
"Sinulog Festival" on January 19, 2020 and will be 
awarded by the Filipino Ministry with following: First 
Place - $100; Second - $50; Third - $25.00 and each one 
will also receive a small statue of the Santo Nino.  Please 
call the Faith Formation Office for more details! 
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  St. Paul Faith Formation     
We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace 

 

God reaches out to us in all kinds of ways. The desire in your 
heart to baptize your child is one of them. The promises you 
make for your child on this day will begin to form your child 
into a faithful follower of Christ. However, the day of baptism 
is only the beginning of this journey. Baptism is indeed a life 
changing event! 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism at St. Paul Catholic Church takes 
place on the first three Saturdays of every month in English and 
the fourth Saturday of every month in Spanish.   If your child 
needs to be baptized please contact our Baptism Coordinator, 
Maria Mendez, at (813) 961-3023 or via email at: 
mmendez@stpaulchurch.com. Parents and Godparents will 
be asked to attend a baptismal preparation class. 

Baptism 

Interested in receiving text messages regarding 
upcoming Youth Group activities and events?   

If YES, please text: 
 

@9bf4c7 to 81010   

St. Paul Tampa Youth Group Instagram Account: 

stpaultampayg 

 

Sunday Nights from 6:30pm - 8:30pm 
in the Family Center 

A night of faith, fellowship, community and fun  
for all high school students! 

 

Dec. 15: Baby Shower for Jesus (Supporting Guiding Star)
Dec. 21-22: Living Nativity 

IMMEDIATE OPENING:  RCIA 
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY CATECHIST 

  

Our RCIA children’s ministry is looking for a catechist/
mentor (at least 18 years old), who is an active Catholic and 
can spiritually walk with young families who are preparing 
their children to receive the sacraments of baptism, 
confirmation and holy communion. The group meets on 
Sundays from 4:00pm to 5:15pm. The current catechists will 
be moving to another town in January; therefore, this 
position needs to be filled immediately.  
 

Is God calling you to assist and be a friend to these 
wonderful families who have already started their journey of 
faith?  Please call (813) 961-3023 and ask to speak with 
Carmen Cayon or Maria Costa, in the Faith Formation 
Office,  for more information. 
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“You too must be patient. Make your hearts firm, because the coming of the Lord is at hand” (Jm 5:8).   

Welcome Home! We would like to extend a 
hearty welcome to those who have recently 
moved to our parish.  We certainly hope you 
feel at home.  You are encouraged to register 
and to participate in our ministries, see a 

minister of hospitality for a Welcome Folder.  If you are 
involved in a particular ministry in your previous parish, why 
not continue that ministry here at St Paul’s?  We can always 
use another Minister of Hospitality, Eucharistic Minister, or 
Catechist!  If you are a member of the Knights of Columbus 
or your parish prayer group, join us!  If you are interested in 
starting a new ministry, let us know!  Don’t hesitate to 
become involved, you will be glad you did! 

First Aid:  The church’s First Aid Kit and 

AED are located in the minister’s room.  The 

Parish Center has a First Aid kit in the kitchen 

and the AED is located by the bathrooms.  

The Family Center First Aid kit and AED are 

in the kitchen.  If you use them, please let a staff person know 

so that they can be stocked and secured.  It will also help us to 

ensure that our church is always a safe environment.   

         License # C HC 110273 

Excellence in Catholic preschool education for over 35 years 

Preschool Office: (813) 264-3314 
Email:  preschool@stpaulchurch.com 

https://stpaulcenter.com/product/tampa/  

Going on vacation?  Ever travel to a new 
town and wonder where the nearest church is 
and when is Mass?  Mass Times Trust provides 
information on locations of nearby churches 
and times of Masses, adoration, confession, and 

devotions.  The languages of the services and wheelchair 
accessibility are also included.  This service is free of charge 
and is available 24 hours a day; click on www.masstimes.org.  
(Be sure to bring us back a bulletin!  We love to check out 
what other parishes are doing!) 

AA Meetings:  Do you feel your life is out of 
control?  Is Alcohol ruining your life?  Help is 
here!  Our parish is blest to host weekly 
Alcoholics Anonymous meetings on every 
Wednesday at 8:15pm in the St Michael Cabin.  

For more information, call (813) 933-9123. 

When it was time to teach Advent to my kindergartners, I 

used the word “prepare” and ‘preparation” quite frequently.  

Advent is a time of preparation.  We prepare our homes for 

family and friends to celebrate together.  We prepare gifts to 

give to those we love and we prepare plenty of food and 

goodies for various get-togethers and parties.  How much 

time do you spend preparing your children’s hearts for the 

real reason for the season?  Sound cliché?   

 

When we baptize our children in the Catholic church, we 

vow to raise them in a Catholic-rich environment which 

means teaching them about the various times throughout our 

Liturgical year.  This is easy to do even with early childhood-

aged children.  There are books we can read, events we can 

attend at our parish and many other ways to help our 

children understand the real meaning of Christmas.  Watch 

the Preschool Facebook page for ideas on ways in which you 

can better prepare for the upcoming holiday of Christmas. 

 

Take a look at pictures from around the Preschool to see the 

ways in which we are preparing for Christ’s birthday.  

 
— Abbie Johnson, Director 

https://stpaulcenter.com/product/tampa/
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We pray for the repose of the souls of those 
recently departed: Mary Kay Phelps, Robert 
Michael Mulroy, Dennis Walker, Kimtan Nguyen, 
Victor Meza-Mercado, Eric Christopher Reheiser, 
Eugene Fernandez, Jose Rodriguez, Natalie Jean 

Carroll, Sandra Speziale, Richard Kissal and Natalie Carroll. 
 
 

Please remember in your prayers those with various 
health needs: Jaime Zambrano, Mary Garcia, Allan Garcia, 
Frank Loscalzo, Doreen Miller, Leelah Sharma, Anne Marie 
Q., Nancy H. Cramer and Catalina Feller. 

Pope Francis:  “The origin of the Christmas crèche is found 
above all in certain details of Jesus’ birth 
in Bethlehem, as related in the Gospels. 
The evangelist Luke says simply that 
Mary “gave birth to her firstborn son 
and wrapped him in swaddling cloths, 

and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for 
them in the inn” (2:7). Because Jesus was laid in a manger, 
the nativity scene is known in Italian as a presepe, from the 
Latin word praesepium, meaning “manger”. Coming into this 
world, the Son of God was laid in the place where animals 
feed. Hay became the first bed of the One who would reveal 
himself as “the bread come down from heaven” (Jn 6:41). 
Saint Augustine, with other Church Fathers, was impressed 
by this symbolism: “Laid in a manger, he became our 
food” (Sermon 189, 4). Indeed, the nativity scene evokes a 
number of the mysteries of Jesus’ life and brings them close 
to our own daily lives.” (Pope Francis, Apostolic Letter 
Admirabile signum, 1 December 2019, n. 2 - please see 
www.stpaulchurch.com for full document).  

Sunday Third Sunday of Advent 

 Is 35:1-6a, 10; Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10;  

 Jas 5:7-10; Mt 11:2-11 

Monday Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a; Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc,  

 8-9; Mt 21:23-27 

Tuesday Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17;  

 Mt 1:1-17 

Wednesday Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19; Mt 1:18-25 

Thursday Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17;  

 Lk 1:5-25 

Friday Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6; Lk 1:26-38 

Saturday Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Ps 33:2-3, 11-12,  

 20-21; Lk 1:39-45 

Sunday Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6; Rom 1:1-7;  

 Mt 1:18-24 

Saturday, December 14, 2019 

Memorial of Saint John of the Cross, Priest & Doctor of the Church 
8:30am   Edward McDonnell † 

5:30pm   Dorothy Rumph † 

7:30pm   Robert Money † 
 

Sunday, December 15, 2019 

Third Sunday of Advent 

7:30am   Ismael Baez † 

9:00am    Stacie Gonzalez (int.) 

10:45am    Jose and Aura Serrato †  

12:30pm    Guillermo Otiniano † 

2:00pm   Gerardo & Liliana Hernandez 25th Anniversary (int.) 

5:30pm   St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 
 

Monday, December 16, 2019 

7:30am    Peggy Burch † 

12:15pm  Marion Lasher † 
 

Tuesday, December 17, 2019 

7:30am   James McKinzey † 

12:15pm  Ponciano Mendoza † 
  

Wednesday, December 18, 2019 

Saint Damasus I, Pope 
7:30am   Marielle Richard † 

12:15pm  Consecrated Life and Priestly Vocations (int.)   
 

Thursday, December 19, 2019 

7:30am   Joseph Bodo † 

12:15pm  Hidiko Washington † 
 

Friday, December 20, 2019 

7:30am   Dick Wynn † 

12:15pm  Edward Geary, Jr. † 

7:30pm   Gutowski Family (int.) 
 

Saturday, December 21, 2019 

Saint Peter Canisius, Priest and Doctor of the Church 
8:30am   Bella Cordero (int.) 

5:30pm   St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 

7:30pm   Evelyn Michael (int.) 
 

Sunday, December 22, 2019 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

7:30am   Guido Tiozzo † 

9:00am    Benjamin Sudano † 

10:45am    Maria Klimek † 

12:30pm    Allan Navarro † 

2:00pm   Betsabe and Hugo Millan † 

5:30pm   Enrique Giraldo † 

Thought for the Day:  “In this time of preparation for 
Christmas, let us cultivate interior recollection so as to receive 
and keep Jesus in our lives.”  
 

                          - Pope Benedict XVI  
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“You too must be patient. Make your hearts firm, because the coming of the Lord is at hand” (Jm 5:8).   

Looking Ahead! December 15: Breakfast 
with Santa from 8:00am to 12:30pm; 
December 17: Communal Penance Service 
at 7:00pm; December 24: Christmas Eve - 
Masses at 4:00pm, 6:00pm, 8:00pm and 
midnight; December 25:  Christmas Day 

Masses at 7:30am, 9:00am, 10:45am, 12:30pm and 2:00pm 
(Spanish).  Note:  There is NO 5:30pm Mass on Christmas 
Day; December 27: Rosary and Mass in honor of the Holy 
Innocents and those who have lost a child - Rosary at 7:00pm, 
Mass at 7:30pm;  December 29: Feast of the Holy Family; 
December 31 - New Year’s Eve Masses at 5:30pm, 7:30pm 
Portuguese, 10:30pm Adoration and 11:30pm Mass; January 
1: Mary Mother of God and New Year’s Day Masses at 
9:00am, 12:30pm, 2:00pm (Spanish) and 5:30pm; January 3: 
Many Faces of Santo Niño - 7:00pm Rosary and 7:30pm Mass; 
January 5: Epiphany; January 10-18: Santo Niño Novena; 
January 10:  4:30pm Santo Niño Festival Mass.  There is no 
5:30pm Mass this day!   Please mark your calendars!   

Something Missing? There are a number of couples in our 
parish who are living in irregular marriages or 
marriages which have not been blessed in the 
Church.  Remember, it is not sufficient for 
Catholics to be civilly married or married in a 
non-Catholic church.  For validity, Catholics 
must be married in a ceremony recognized by 

the Church.  Don’t wait.  We’re here to help! If nether of you 
was previously divorced, contact Maria Costa at the Parish 
Office at (813) 961-3023 to have your marriage convalidated.  
It is very easy and won’t take much of your time.  If you or 
your spouse were previously divorced, contact Maria or the 
priest or deacon of your choosing to start the “annulment” 
process so that, hopefully, your present marriage can be 
convalidated.  Let us help you!  

Saints of God:  This coming Saturday, December 21st, we 
celebrate the feast of St. Peter Canisius (1521-
1597).  Known as “the second apostle of 
Germany,” St. Peter was one of the key leaders 
in the Catholic Reformation.  A brilliant student, 
he received a master’s degree in Cologne at the 
age of 19 and was one of the first members of 
the Society of Jesus or the Jesuits.  He was 

present at the Council of Trent and through his popular 
preaching, began the important work of reforming the 
Church.  He was known as a mediator but also one who would 
take authorities to task when their power was misused.  A 
gifted university teacher, St. Peter founded several schools and 
seminaries and wrote a “common man’s” catechism so that all 
could understand our rich Catholic heritage.  It is no wonder 
that many Jesuit schools are named after this gifted priest and 
doctor of the Church.  
 

Let us pray: Saint Peter Canisius, you saw the good in even the 
most troublesome of people. You found their talents and used 
them. Help me to see beyond the behavior of others that may 
bother me to the gifts God has given them. Amen. 

Words of Wisdom:  “The mystery of the Holy Night, which 
historically happened two thousand years ago, must be lived as 
a spiritual event in the ‘today’ of the Liturgy," the Pope 
clarified. "The Word who found a dwelling in Mary’s womb 
comes to knock on the heart of every person with singular 
intensity this Christmas.”  
                                                                                                                               – St. John Paul II  

Ask It Basket: “I’ve heard that the Mass is 
a “re-presentation” of Calvary.  Why is the 
mood at Mass so upbeat and “clap-
happy?”  Good question.  In the Mass, there 

is a creative tension between the Transcendental and 
Incarnational, Atonement and Thanksgiving; Passion and 
Resurrection; Sacrifice and Meal, Praise and Intercession, etc.  
To over-emphasize the re-presentation of Calvary is a denial 
of the Resurrection.  We are an Easter people and joy is one 
of the surest signs of the Holy Spirit.  In fact, the early 
Church, they stood during the entire liturgy and prayed with 
their hands aloft.  Even during our Good Friday service, we 
never forget that Christ is victorious over sin and death.  I 
hope this helps! (If you have a question for the Ask It Basket, 
please send an email to Father Bill Swengros at 
frbill@stpaulchurch.com).  

2019 Advent Highlights: 
A copy of the
your home.
Advent Highlights.
contact the Parish Office as we must not have your mailing 
address on file.
-day overview of many exciting ways our parish will be 
preparing for the “advent” or coming of Christ.  Additional 
copies (while supplies last) are now available in the Narthex 
and the Parish Center.

Advent Prayer: Lord, guide our family throughout this 
Advent season.  Keep us open to hearing your voice.  Help us 
also to listen and respond to the voices of those in need.  
Most of all, may we listen to and hear one another as we 
prepare for the birth of Jesus.  Amen.  

Advent Wreath Prayer for Third Week of Advent: O 
God, who sent John the Baptist as a voice 
crying out in the desert, open our ears to hear 
his message as we light the pink candle.  Shape 
our lives so that they will become a straight 
path to you.  Make us ready to greet your Son 

when he comes to us.  Through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Christmas Creche Blessing:  God of every 
nation and people, from the very beginning of 
creation you have made manifest your love: when 
our need for a Savior was great you sent your Son 
to be born of the Virgin Mary.  To our lives he 

brings joy and peace, justice, mercy, and love.  Lord, bless all 
who look upon this manger; may it remind us of the humble 
birth of Jesus, and raise up our thoughts to him, who is God-
with-us and Savior of all, and who lives and reigns for ever 
and ever.  Amen.  (You may sprinkle your tree with Holy 
Water, available in the church.) 
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“IN THE WILDFLOWERS” RETREAT 
 

“In the Wildflowers” is for women 

who have suffered childhood sexual 

abuse.  This is a 10-week, Christ-

centered, private retreat. If you are 

interested in participating in this 

women’s retreat, please contact Cathy 

Hayter at (813) 843-8969 or send a message via email to: 

inthewildflowers@stpaulchurch.com or visit our 

website at:  www.wildflowersretreat.org.   

The St. Francis of Assisi Ministry continues to accept 

prayer requests from those who are coping with the loss of a 
pet or struggling with their pet’s illness. Please submit prayer 
request(s) via email to the following address: st-francis-
ministry@stpaulchurch.com 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Pantry Hours 

Monday & Thursday 9:00am - 12:00pm    
Assistance Line: (813) 264-3325  

 
 
 

Jesus instructed us to feed the poor.  We thank you for your 
generous donations which allow us to serve the needy in our 
community!   
 
If you would like to help, food donations to the St. Vincent 
de Paul Food Pantry can be left in the marked baskets in the 
church Narthex.  Monetary donations can be dropped in the 
Poor Box, located in the Narthex. Please make sure to specify 
SVDP in the memo line for check donations or you may use 
an offertory envelope for cash donations and label it SVDP.   
       

Thank you for your generosity! ~ SVDP Society 
 

Pantry Wish List This Week: 
Chili, Rice and Ramen Noodles 

 

 

*Please note we are unable to use expired items* 

St. Padre Pio Prayer Group 
 

The ministry’s next meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, December 18, 2019, in the 
Prayer Room after the 12:15pm Mass.  For 
more information, please send email to: 
padrepio@stpaulchurch.com 

Spiritual Direction Available 
Spiritual direction is a charism, a gift for both the 
director and the directee. The real spiritual director 
is the Holy Spirit. Listening is the essence of spiritual 
direction. Our spiritual director listens to the Holy 
Spirit within us and assists us in discerning where 
God is leading us.  Colleen Spiro, a parishioner of St. 
Paul Catholic Church, is a certified spiritual director. 
To make an appointment, send an email to:  
 

Adopt a Family for the Holidays! 

Would you like to make someone’s 
holiday special?  You can provide a 
family with a holiday celebration they 
would not have without your support!  
Show the real spirit of Christmas 
through giving.    
 

Please email Denise at dessex@yahoo.com or 
Giselle at giselle.smith3@yahoo.com for more 
information on how you can help a family have a 
special Christmas this year! 
 

Sponsored by the St. Vincent de Paul Society 

ANNUAL CCW 
HOMEMADE 

COOKIE SALE  
 

Saturday, December 14  
Sunday, December 15 

 

After all Masses  
in the Porticos 

 

Cost is $7 a box.   
Each box is beautifully 

packaged and perfect for gifts! 
 

Proceeds to benefit the  
St. Vincent de Paul Society 
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“You too must be patient. Make your hearts firm, because the coming of the Lord is at hand” (Jm 5:8).   

Legal Consultation and Referral Service  
Every Monday by appointment only 

  Please call (813) 961-3023 

Divorced and Separated Support Group 
This ministry provides caring support for both women and 
men experiencing separation or divorce.  The group meets 
every Friday night at 7:30pm in the St. Paul Parish Center, 
Room C.  No charges or fees.  All are welcome!  For more 
information, please call Don Hemke at (813) 205-1735. 

Counseling Services 
Offered by Dr. Pat Berne 

Please call (813) 961-3023 to make an appointment 

AA Meetings:  Do you feel your life is out of control?  Is 
Alcohol ruining your life?  Help is here!  Our parish is blessed 
to host weekly Alcoholics Anonymous meetings every 
Wednesday at 8:15pm in the St Michael Building.  For 
more information, call (813) 933-9123.  May God bless you! 

Girls...do you love adventure?   

Then join Troop 147!   
 

Our Mission:  Building women of 
integrity through service to God, 
family, community and country. 

 

Troop 147 by the numbers: 
1,000+ hours of service 

120+ badges earned 
230+ activity patches earned 
Email:  ahg@stpaulchurch.com 

 

Pray the 
Rosary 
in Latin 

Sunday  
Mornings 
10:15am 

Prayer Room 

 YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY EVENTS 
(Ages 18 - 27) 

 

December 18:  Wednesday Knitting Night  
7:00pm - 9:00pm 

Have you ever wanted to learn to knit or continue working on 
project you already started each month?  Come and hang out 
with friends to knit and relax.  Supplies you need to have if 
you are a beginner:  Size 10 knitting needles and 10 weight 
yarn.  RSVP: merimee@verizon.net  
 

December 27:  4th Friday Adoration & Discussion/PDQ 
6:00pm:  Adoration in the St. Paul Chapel 
7:30pm:  Discussion of St. Peter Julian Eymard’s writings on  
      the Eucharist in the St. Michael Building; celebrate  
      December birthdays 
8:30pm:  PDQ 

     DATE                              TOPIC 
December 19*  Professional Portfolio Development 
 (*Last Meeting for 2019; resumes January 9, 2020)  

THURSDAYS, 8:30AM - 11:30AM 
ST. MICHAEL BUILDING 

DAVE RAMSEY’S 
FINANCIAL PEACE  

UNIVERSITY 
WORKSHOPS 

 

What if you were following a plan for your money that 
you KNEW worked? With Dave Ramsey’s Financial 
Peace University, you CAN take control of your money, 
get out of debt, and create a plan for YOUR future! 
 

Starting January 21, 2020 
Tuesday Evening Sessions 

7:30pm to 9:00pm 
Family Center - Section 2 

Fee:  $99 
 

The St. Paul Financial Peace University Workshops 
will be held weekly on Tuesday nights from 
January 21 - March 17, 2020.  The $99 registration 
fee includes a workbook and one year membership 
to FPU Online,.  To register, please call Maria Costa 
at (813) 961-3023 or navigate to the online link at:  
https://fpu.com/1098620   

mailto:merimee@verizon.net
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Leave a LEGACY…...... 

By including St. Paul Catholic Church in your will is most 
appreciated.  There can be many advantages to leaving a 
gift in this way.  Naming our parish as an entity in your 
will, trust, or as a beneficiary on a life insurance policy is a 
way for any parishioner to bless future generations through 
a legacy gift and support the ministry of the church.  For 
additional information please call our Parish Manager, 
Brian Smith, at (813) 961-3023 or send an e-mail to: 
bsmith@stpaulchurch.com. 

Sign up for Online Giving!   
It’s simple and convenient.   

Go to stpaulchurch.com, and click on the Online Giving 
link for more info on how to sign up.   

NO Coffee & Donuts 

until January 5, 2020 

Don’t forget…. Santa will be at 
the Knights of Columbus 
Council 11211 Breakfast with 
Santa event today.   

A Stewardship Moment …  
 

From the loneliness of his prison cell John the Baptist 

asks of Jesus: “Are you the one who is to come, or 

should we look for another?” The weeks before 

Christmas offer much to be joyous about, celebrating 

with family and friends, the glitter of seasonal 

decorations, the excitement of gift giving and receiving. 

But in our midst there are the lonely and neglected, the 

poor, the hospitalized, the wayward, the shut-ins. There 

are those who feel that they have no hope. To whom 

should they look? Discipleship in the Lord includes 

being good stewards of others.  
 

Are there those in our family, our neighborhood, 

our community to whom we can reach out to show 

them a sign of Christ’s presence in their midst?  

Food for thought in this third week of Advent….  

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

A few weeks ago, Father Bill announced the 
purchase of a beautiful and exquisite monstrance 
that he acquired  for our parish on his recent trip to 
Assisi. The monstrance is used daily for Eucharistic 
Adoration.  He also purchased  new vestments for 
the clergy to wear when celebrating Mass.  We are 
pleased to announce that we received two very 
generous donations that covered the cost of these 
purchases! 
 
All of the good works that we do here at our parish 
are made possible because of your generous 
donations of time, talent and treasure. We thank you 
for your generosity! 

 

C ourt y ard  M em or ia l  P a vers  

Are you looking for something special to 
give to a family member this Christmas?   

 

You can now remember a loved one (living or deceased) or 
memorialize an important life event through the Courtyard 
Memorial Pavers.  Each paver is engraved with your special 
inscription.  We are so fortunate to have such a beautiful 
courtyard on our campus.  Moreover, you have the 
opportunity to pick an area that is special to you!  Pavers 
are $250 each.  Each paver is 6” x 9” with three lines of 
inscription available.  What a beautiful gift this would make!   
 
For more information or a flyer, contact Brian Smith, at 
bsmith@stpaulchurch.com or call (813) 961-3023.  

mailto:mmaloney@stpaulchurch.com


 

 

 
I.  Isaiah 35:1-6,10. A Description of 
  What Will Occur when the   
  Messiah  Arrives  
 
Reflection: This reading was likely 
written around or after the return of the 
Jews from Exile, around 537 BC, for it 
is full of optimism as to the benefits 
that the Lord will shower on His 
People.  We see in that happy time a 
cure for all ills (the blind seeing, the 
deaf hearing, the lame leaping) and the 
blooming of the desert.  This provides a 
backdrop as to the state of affairs that 
the "ransomed" could expect, as the 
result of a gracious act of the Lord.  
And while the author undoubtedly was 
referring to a physical blooming of a 
parched desert, is there a symbolism 
that applies today?  As we anticipate the 
Feast of the Incarnation, can we look 
forward to the blooming within our 
own  parchedness, and a song of joy 
uttered on Christmas eve?   
 
 
II   James 5:7-10  An Exhortation to 
   Patience 
  

Reflection: Catholic scripture scholar 
Luke Timothy Johnson locates this 
letter at an early stage of Christian 
development and acknowledges that it 
may conceivably be by the "brother of 
the Lord" who was the head of the 
Jerusalem Church immediately after the 
Resurrection.  We see a characteristic of 
the earliest layers of our Faith that the 
return of Jesus, (the "Parousia") was 
expected in the immediate future.  We 
also see an emphasis on solidarity within 
the community, as a means of avoiding 
the coming Judgment.  We, now, must 
understand the Lord's "coming" in a 
different manner.  At this time of 
Advent, we focus on a different kind of 
"coming," not only as a remembrance 
of the historical event, but as a leaven 
within all the interpersonal relationships 
of our lives.   
 
 
III. Matthew 11:2-11.  “Are You the 
    One?” 
  
Reflection: We must be aware of two 
distinct elements in this reading: 1)  The 
reliance of Matthew on the First 
Reading in identifying just who Jesus 
was.  Remember, it was God's presence 
and care for His People that produced 
the flowering in the desert and the 

healing of the blind and lame.  The very 
same Presence is alluded to in the 
person of Jesus, as Messiah, the Christ 
of God.  Interestingly, the "raising of 
the dead" is not referred to in Isaiah or 
other Old Testament texts regarding the 
Messiah; but it is referred to in a 
Qumran scroll (4Q521), which opens 
interesting questions about what 
Matthew knew.  2)  The importance of 
John the Baptist.  Jesus refers to him as 
the greatest of all people born to that 
date, which is high praise indeed.  Yet 
He uses this greatness to express the 
status of one of those who has found 
the Kingdom of Heaven.  How do we 
participate in bringing this Kingdom 
about?  Perhaps this Kingdom is 
tangible whenever the Lord is made 
present in the way we address the 
problems of our lives, in the way we 
treat strangers and those different from 
us, in the way we act upon the social 
issues of our time.  Perhaps the 
"Kingdom of Heaven" is much more a 
process of having the earth transformed 
in light of the Gospel, instead of a 
"place" or "destination."  Let our 
Advent prayers be petitions for help in 
transforming ourselves by actively 
bringing about the Incarnation 
("enfleshment) of the Lord concretely in 
this world. † 
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“You too must be patient. Make your hearts firm, because the coming of the Lord is at hand” (Jm 5:8).   

Faith in Action: “You too must be patient. 
Make your hearts firm, because the coming of 
the Lord is at hand” (Jm 5:8).  Patience is 
another one of those things many of us struggle 
with. We want things to go according to our 

plan and our schedule. Any change brings anxiety and fear. 
Through daily prayer we better align ourselves with God’s will 
and His plan, which is far better than anything we can come 
up with on our own. 

Due to copyright restrictions, we are not 
able to print the Scriptures with the 

Reflections of Dr. Jack Conroy.   

Living Faith: John the Baptist was sent to 
prepare the way for the Lord.  Why do you 
think Jesus said that “the least in kingdom 

of heaven is greater than he?”   

On a Lighter Note:  Three men died on 
Christmas Eve and were met by Saint Peter at the 
pearly gates. "In honor of this holy season," Saint 
Peter said, "You must each possess something 
that symbolizes  Christmas to get into heaven." 

The first man fumbled through his pockets and pulled out a 
lighter. He flicked it on. "It represents a candle," he said. "You 
may pass through the pearly gates," Saint Peter said. The 
second man reached into his pocket and pulled out a set of 
keys. He shook them and said, "They're bells." Saint Peter 
said, "You may pass through the pearly gates." The third man 
started searching desperately through his pockets and finally 
pulled out a pair of women's glasses. St. Peter looked at the 
man with a raised eyebrow and asked, "And just what do 
those symbolize?" The man replied, "They're Carol's."  

Deo Gratis:  We give thanks to God for our 
music ministry for the inspirational and very 
moving “Lessons and Carols” on Friday night.  
We also thank Arts & Environment Ministry, 
our Maintenance team and our friends at One 

Solution who work doubly hard throughout the Advent and 
Christmas Seasons to ensure that our environment on 
campus is always both inspirational and clean.  Also, thanks 
for sharing bulletins from your travels with us.  We love 
reading how God is blessing our sister parishes!  This week 
we received bulletins from Alabama, Missouri, Tennessee, 
and Florida!  May God bless you all!  

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 


