
Feast of the Holy Family

Sunday, December 30, 2018

All are welcome!
WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday Masses
8:30 am Mass

(Morning Prayer and
Benediction 8:10 am)

Saturday Vigil Masses
5:30 pm

Missa em Português: 7:30

pm

Sunday Masses

7:30 am, 9:00 am, 10:45 am,
12:30 pm, 5:30 pm
Misa en Español: 2:00 pm

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday to Friday
7:30 am and 12:15 pm
First Friday Mass 7:30 pm
Third Friday Mass 7:30 pm
*Fourth Friday Mass 7:30 pm
*(en

Español)

Reconciliation (Confession)

Monday to Friday 11:30 am - Noon
Saturdays 10:00 am and 4:00 pm
or upon request

Eucharistic Adoration
Monday to Thursday
8:00 am to 8:30 pm
Compline & Benediction
Friday 8:00 am to
Saturday 8:30 am Mass

Morning Prayer

Monday - Friday 7:10 am
Saturday 8:10 am

Anointing of the Sick
Every Second Saturday
of the Month at 8:30 am

Church Office Hours:

Monday - Friday 8:00 am to 4:00 pm
"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian
community of faith, living our love for God and neighbor while growing together as disciples of Christ."

www.StPaulChurch.com
parishcommunications@stpaulchurch.com

Growing Together in Christ!

Page 2

We’re here to serve you!
St. Paul Catholic Church
12708 N. Dale Mabry Hwy.
Tampa, Florida 33618-2802
(813) 961-3023
www.StPaulChurch.com
Clergy
Fr. Bill Swengros
Fr. George Gyasi
Fr. Robert Romaine
Deacon Carlos Celaya
Deacon Ray Dever
Support

Pastor
Parochial Vicar
Parochial Vicar
RCIA
Mental Health

Deacon Frank Henriquez Homebound and

Nursing Homes
Faith Formation
Carmen Cayon
Maria Mendez
Sonia Eberhardt
Theresa Adams
Stephen Watkins
Maria Costa
Sr. Theresa Betz
Silvia Rivera
Preschool
Abbie Johnson
Mindy Geer
Liturgy
Elizabeth Hays
Mary Gant
Parish Support
Michael Maloney
Barbara Gray
Laurie Erickson
Sam Mathai
Charles Yezak
Tina Bubb

Director
Baptism and
FORMED® Coordinator
K-5 Faith Formation
Coordinator, 1st Holy
Communion Prep
Middle School
Minister (Confirmation)
High School Minister
RCIA, Marriage Prep,
Adult Confirmation,
Quinceañeras
Spiritual Direction
Religious Education
Assistant (Records)
Director
Assistant Director
Liturgist, Bereavement
Minister
Music Director
Parish Manager
Pastoral
Administrative
Assistant (Scheduling)
Ministry Director
Maintenance
Director of
Communications
Finance Office

My Dear Friends,
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
The birth of Christ, the Incarnation of God, is such an incredible
mystery, our celebration spills over through an octave of days, each one
being a mini-Christmas! This is the time when we enjoy quality time
with those we love and reflect in wonder on the merciful love of our
God who became one with us in all things but sin so that we might
become one with Him for all eternity! How good is our God!!!
The octave ends on New Year’s Day as we celebrate the gift of Mary,
the Mother of God and pray for peace throughout the world. It is a
Holy Day of Obligation and we offer the celebration of the Mass on
New Year’s Eve at 5:30pm in English and 7:30pm in Portuguese. At
10:30pm we will begin a Holy Hour which will conclude with the Sacred
Liturgy. At midnight we will consecrate the Eucharistic Species and the
entire world to the Prince of Peace!
On New Year’s Day, Masses will be celebrated at 9:00am, 12:30pm,
2:00pm in Spanish, and 5:30pm in English. Please come and honor
Mary, our Blessed Mother and the Mother of God!
The beginning of a new year is the traditional time for resolutions. I
pray that you will reflect upon your priorities to ensure that your first
resolution is to grow ever more in love with God and His Church.
Resolve to pray every day, participate at the Holy Mass at least every
weekend, visit the Blessed Sacrament frequently, and avail yourself of
the Sacrament of Reconciliation each month. Resolve to become active
in your parish family. Resolve to be mindful of the cry of those in need
in our local community and throughout the world. Remember, Christ
loves to come to us in the disguise of those most in need ... the poor,
sick, elderly, oppressed, and forsaken.
Next Sunday, January 6, is the Feast of the Epiphany. In many
European countries, the visit of the Magi of old is remembered by the
annual blessing of homes. If you would like to participate, please be
sure to register online at www.stpaulchurch.com. There are only six
priests and deacons but we will do our best to accommodate everyone!
On behalf of the priests, deacons, religious, staff of our church and
preschool, and faithful volunteers, I would like to wish you and your
loved ones a most Blessed New Year ... full of peace, joy, and much
love!
Growing together courageously in Christ!

Our Vision Statement:
“Growing Together as Disciples
of Christ.”

Fr. Bill Swengros
Pastor

“See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are.” (1 Jn 3:1).

Parish and Liturgical Events

Mary,
Mother of God:
Holy Day of
Obligation
Monday
December 31st
Vigil Masses

Tuesday
January 1st
Masses

5:30pm

9:00am
12:30pm
2:00pm (Spanish)
5:30pm

7:30pm
(Portuguese)
11:30pm
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Blessing of Homes
On January 5, 2019, the priests
and deacons of St. Paul
Catholic Church will be
traveling around the
community, blessing the homes
of parishioners. If you are
interested in having your house
blessed on January 5th, please visit the front
page of the St. Paul website to signup. Please
note that we may not be able to accommodate
all requests that are submitted. Before
registering, please understand that you must be
available at your home between the hours of
11:00am - 4:00pm on January 5, 2019.

Aggregation of the Blessed Sacrament
Saint Peter Julian Eymard was a priest on fire with a passion to make known the love of God present in
the Blessed Sacrament. Great social upheaval in France in the 1800s left the Church in shambles
expressed by clergy persecution and indifference toward the Blessed Sacrament. Father
Eymard knew the remedy would be found when people would once again experience
the love of God in worship and in the prayer of Christ’s self-giving sacrifice in the
Eucharist. He gathered men and women companions who dedicated themselves in
adoration of the Blessed Sacrament for the healing of humanity. They were to become
zealous promoters of this divine love of Christ hidden in the humble appearance of
the bread of the Eucharist. The fruit of his vision is realized in two congregations of
religious men and women and in a third branch of an aggregation of the laity.

In October 2018, St. Paul Catholic Church committed to extending the days and times of adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament. We wish to share with you a monthly formation and discernment process to
place the Eucharist at the center of your life. This stage of enrichment is guided with reading materials
and a once a month period of prayer and reflection. This time will prepare you if so called to make a
public promise to embrace the Rule of Life for Associates and become a member of the Eymardian
family, giving yourself to the ministry of Eucharistic Evangelizing.
On January 17, 2019, at 1:00pm, an informational session will be held in the St. Paul Catholic Church
Family Center for those who would like to learn more about the vision of St. Peter Julian and the laity
branch of the Aggregation of the Blessed Sacrament. For more information and/or to signup for this
life-changing experience please contact Laura Worhacz via email at: Laurajmj33@gmail.com.
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Courageously Living the Gospel!

Prayer for the New Year: “O sacred and
adorable Trinity, hear our prayers on behalf of our
holy Father the Pope, our Bishops, our clergy, and
for all that are in authority over us. Bless, we
beseech Thee, during the coming year, the whole
Catholic Church; convert heretics and unbelievers;
soften the hearts of sinners so that they may
return to Thy friendship; give prosperity to our
country and peace among the nations of the
world; pour down Thy blessings upon our friends,
relatives, and acquaintances, and upon our
enemies, if we have any; assist the poor and the
sick; have pity on the souls of those whom this
year has taken from us; and do Thou be merciful
to those who during the coming year will be
summoned before Thy judgment seat. May all our
actions be preceded by Thy inspirations and
carried on by Thy assistance, so that all our
prayers and works, having been begun in Thee,
may likewise be ended through Thee. Amen.”

First Friday Devotions: This Friday is the first Friday of the
month, a beautiful opportunity to develop your
relationship with God. This is a good time to
examine your conscience and participate in the
Sacrament of Reconciliation. In addition to our
normal Friday daily Masses, we offer a special
Friday Mass at 7:30pm in commemoration of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus. We also offer Eucharistic Adoration
after the 7:30am Mass through to our Saturday 8:30am Mass.
Please come and bring a friend!
Pray for our military and their families!! “Almighty and
ever present God, creator of life and
author of peace, guard the brave men and
women serving now in our military as well
as their families. Watch over them.
Protect them. Assure them of our
gratitude for the many sacrifices they make on our behalf.
May this Holy Season be filled with much peace and joy. We
ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.”

“See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are.” (1 Jn 3:1).

Children's Corner
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Baptism
“Baptism incorporates us into the life, Death, and Resurrection of Christ
and the ongoing work of the Holy Spirit in the world.”
License # C HC 110273
Excellence in Catholic preschool education for over 30 years

www.StPaulCatholicPreschool.com

St. Paul Catholic Preschool
Teacher’s Corner

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
2019-20 Open House
Tuesday, January 29th, 9-11am
Wednesday, January 30th 9-11am, 5pm
We, at the Preschool, hope you and your family had a
fantastic Christmas and restful break. We want to wish
you a Happy & Blessed New Year! Remember, students
return to school on Monday, January 7, 2019.
—Abbie Johnson, Director

2019-20 REGISTRATION
In-House Applications:
Parishioner Applications:
Open Applications:

January 31st
February 4th
February 7th

CLASSES OFFERED
2 YEAR OLDS
2-Day (T/Th) 8:15am -11:30am
3-Day (MWF) 8:15am -11:30am
3 YEAR OLDS
2-Day (T/Th) 8:15am -1:00pm
3-Day (MWF) 8:15am -11:30am
5-Day (M-F) 8:15am - 11:30am
4 YEAR OLDS*
5-Day (M-WF) 8:15am-12:00pm
*VPK provider

EXTENDED DAY PROGRAM AVAILABLE UNTIL 3PM

Contact us!
Preschool Office: (813) 264-3314
Email: Director@StPaulChurch.com

God reaches out to us in all kinds of ways. The desire in your
heart to baptize your child is one of them. The promises you
make for your child on this day will begin to form your child into
a faithful follower of Christ. But the day of baptism is only the
beginning of this journey. Being baptized is literally a life changing
event!
The Sacrament of Baptism at St. Paul Catholic Church takes place
on the first three Saturdays of every month in English and the
fourth Saturday of every month in Spanish. If your child needs
to be baptized please call our Baptismal Coordinator, Maria
Mendez, at 813-961-3023. Parents and Godparents will be asked
to attend a baptismal preparation class.

Can You Help?
The Baptism Ministry is in need of
coordinators to assist the families,
priests and deacons at Infant
Baptisms at both our English and
Spanish services! Help is needed on Saturday
mornings from 9:00 am -11:00 am, once or twice a
month. Training is available and coordinators work
together in teams. Bilingual in English and Spanish a
plus. We are also in need of teachers for our
baptismal preparation classes to ready our parents
and Godparents for this important first step in their
child’s faith journey. Join us in serving at this
beautiful Sacrament! For more information and/or
to join the Baptism Ministry, please contact Maria
Mendez at the Parish Office at 813-961-3023 or via
email at mmendez@stpaulchurch.com.
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Liturgy Corner

Mass Intentions for the Week of December 30th
Saturday, December 29, 2018
8:30 am William Beckett (int.)
5:30 pm St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
7:30 pm Joseph H. Kraft (int.)
Sunday, December 30, 2018
Feast of the Holy Family
7:30 am
Baltera Rodriguez (int.)
9:00 am
Jaimee Merimee (int.)
10:45 am Bertha Kissane +
12:30 pm Carlos and Esther Lopez +
2:00 pm Julio Cesar Portales +
5:30 pm Theodore Joseph Lombardi +
Monday, December 31, 2018
Saint Sylvester I, Pope
7:30 am
Jacob Joseph Novak +
12:15 pm Cecilia Soto +
5:30 pm Michael and Ruth Biel +
7:30 pm Woody Handy +
11:30 pm St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
Tuesday, January 1, 2019
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
9:00 am
Lucy Nguyen +
12:30 pm Marie Ellis +
2:00 pm Eulalia Ramos +
5:30 pm Stanistaw Klimek +
Wednesday, January 2, 2019
Memorial of Saints Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen,
Bishops and Doctors of the Church
7:30 am
Erny Stronck +
12:15 pm Consecrated Life and Priestly Vocations (int.)
Thursday, January 3, 2019
The Most Holy Name of Jesus
7:30 am
Nicastro Cosumo, Jr. +
12:15 pm Michael McAtasney +
Friday, January 4, 2019
Memorial of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious
7:30 am
Eucharistic Adoration Society (int.)
12:15 pm Michael Songy +
7:30 pm Filipino Community (int.)
Saturday, January 5, 2019
Memorial of Saint John Neumann, Bishop
8:30 am
Theresa Doan-T-Anh +
5:30 pm St. Paul Parishioners (int.)
7:30 pm Jaroslaw P. Miernik +
Sunday, January 6, 2019
Solemnity of The Epiphany of the Lord
7:30 am
Albert Schmitt +
9:00 am
Hwang Hee Soon +
10:45 am Partners in Prayer (int.)
12:30 pm Michael and Mike Hingson +
2:00 pm Trinidad Yeaza Palacios +
5:30 pm Luis Felipe Perez +

Pope Francis: “Those who really wish to

give glory to God by their lives, who truly
long to grow in holiness, are called to be
single-minded and tenacious in their
practice of the works of mercy. Saint Teresa of Calcutta
clearly realized this: ‘Yes, I have many human faults and
failures… But God bends down and uses us, you and me, to
be his love and his compassion in the world; he bears our
sins, our troubles and our faults. He depends on us to love
the world and to show how much he loves it. If we are too
concerned with ourselves, we will have no time left for
others’” (Pope Francis, Gaudete et Exsultate, 107).

Words of Wisdom: “Our Savior, dearly beloved, is born
today, let us rejoice.”

– St. Leo the Great

Faith and Reason: In past bulletins, we have been
presenting prominent scientists who were
also men and women of great faith.
William of Ockham was one such person of
faith and reason (1285-1347). William was
an English Franciscan friar and scholastic
philosopher and theologian. He is one of
the major figures of medieval thought and
is venerated in the Church of England as a saint. He is
famous for “Occam’s razor,” the methodological principle
that bears his name as well as for significant works on logic,
physics, and theology. Many consider him to be the father of
modern epistemology. William was one of the first medieval
authors to advocate a separation between church and state
and to develop the notion of property rights, which is
surprising given his Franciscan spirituality! If you love
reason...thank this Franciscan!

Thought for the Day: “Christ is born, so that by His birth
He might restore your nature.”

– St. Peter Chrysologus

Readings for the Week of December 30th
Sunday, Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28; Ps 128:1-2,
3, 4-5 or Ps 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10; Col 3:12-21 or Col
3:12-17 or 1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24; Lk 2:41-52
Monday
1 Jn 2:18-21; Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13; Jn 1:1-18
Tuesday
Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21
Wednesday 1 Jn 2:22-28; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4; Jn 1:19-28
Thursday 1 Jn 2:29—3:6; Ps 98:1, 3cd-4, 5-6; Jn 1:29-34
Friday
1 Jn 3:7-10; Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9; Jn 1:35-42
Saturday 1 Jn 3:11-21; Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5; Jn 1:43-51
Sunday, Solemnity of The Epiphany of the Lord
Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13; Eph 3:2-3a,
5-6; Mt 2:1-12

“See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are.” (1 Jn 3:1).

Ministries in Action!
Society of St. Vincent De Paul
Pantry Hours
Monday & Thursday 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Assistance Line: (813) 264-3325
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St. Francis of Assisi Ministry

Our St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry feeds more than
60 families each week. Feeding so many, our pantry
shelves don’t stay full for very long. If you would like to
help, food donations can be left in the marked baskets in
the church Narthex.
You may prefer to make a monetary donation in the
poor box located in the Narthex. Please make sure to
specify SVDP in the memo line for check donations or
you may use an offertory envelope and make sure to
label it SVDP for cash donations. Thank you for your
generosity!

Wish List This Week:
Canned Fruit, Cereal and Canned Milk
Thank you for your generosity! ~ SVDP Society
Please note we are unable to use expired items.

/// /// /// JAMAICA MISSION /// /// ///

The St. Francis of Assisi Ministry is accepting
prayer requests from those who are coping with
the loss of a pet or struggling with their pet’s
illness. Please submit your prayer request to:
stfrancisministry@stpaulchurch.com

Bereavement Ministry of St. Paul
Our ministry offers God’s healing love through
emotional, physical, mental and spiritual comfort.
Join us for our next meeting on Tuesday, January 8,
2019. For more information regarding the
Bereavement Ministry, call Diana at: 813-748-2874.

Come join us to serve the poorest of the poor in
Kingston, Jamaica.
Support the Missionaries of the Poor by donating:
▪ Men’s Briefs (S, M, L)
▪ Colored T-Shirts
▪ Men’s T-Shirts (S, M, L)
▪ Shorts
▪ White T-Shirts (S, M, L)
▪ Long pants (Khaki) (sizes - 30, 32, 34, 36, 38)
Please drop off the donated items at our next meeting
on Sunday December 30th at 4:00pm
Location: Family Center, Section 3
Mission Travel Dates: February 4th to 10th, 2019
Contact: JamaicaMission@StPaulChurch.com

The Council of Catholic Women
Please join us for our next meeting on Thursday,
January 10, 2019 at 7:00pm in the Family Center,
Section 1. For more information, please send an
email to the following address: CatholicWomen@StPaulChurch.com
The S.O.S. Human Trafficking Ministry
will hold our meeting on Thursday,
January 10, 2019, at 7 pm in Room C at
the Parish Center. All are welcome.

Padre Pio Prayer Group
Saint Padre Pio is a powerful intercessor for us before
Almighty God. Our next prayer session will take place on
January 22, 2019, in the prayer room of the main church.
We will meet there immediately after the conclusion of
the 12:15pm Mass.
Interested in joining this prayer group?
Please contact Vickie via email at:
queenvickie4@aol.com or call (813) 728-9241
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Growing Together in Christ!

Please keep all servicemen and women in your
prayers, especially those from our church family:
Dylan Anthony Agnes, PVT, US Army
Timothy O’Loughlin, Ensign, USCG
Hans C. Arcand, 2nd LT, USAF
Martin O. Reina, USCG
Patrick Rose, CPT PA, US Army
Nicholas Ringo III, US Navy
Mathew M Colon, SGT, US Army
Michael Dunkelberger, MSGT, USAF
Christopher A. Garcia, LTJG, U.S. Navy
Richard Majette, CPT, USMC
Katrina Monti, CPT, PA US Army
Richard Sison Jr, 2nd LT, USAF
Matthew Mooney, CPT, USAF
Curtis Gardner, SGT, USAF
Adriana Trigg, USAF
Anthony Mazzie, US Army
Luis Luccani, SGT, US Navy
Austin Jacob Ferlita, PVT2s, US Army
Josh C. Seal, PO, U.S. Navy
Corinna Fleischmann, CDR, USCG
Morganne Oyler, U.S. Navy
Sean C. Andino, LTJG, U.S. Navy
Thomas Krasnicki, LT, U.S. Navy
Brett Smith, USMC
Dominick J. Agnes III, SGT, USMC
Brian J. Babin, SS, USMC
Spencer M. Brown, PVT, U.S. Army
John Erickson, Cpl U.S. Army
Jacob Torrens, Pvt., U.S. Army
Cody Rigney, LT, U.S. Navy
Adam Tapia, LT, U.S, Army
Jason Mitchell, WO4, U.S. Army
Alexander Maldonado, Captain, USAF
We pray for the repose of the souls of those recently
departed: Carlos Byrnes, Valentin Muñoz, Louis Marcano,
Valentin Munoz, Melody Decker, Jaime Vergara-Cardenas,
Jeffrey Vega, Bridget M. Abony, Lynn Bartolotta, Michael
Songy, Esteban Delfin Leyva Torres, Joseph Fritz Laurenceau,
Gary Klunk, Enrique A. Crosas, and Molly Sperr.
Please remember in your prayers those with
particular health needs: Margaret Uremovich
Linda Taylor, Rosemary Fenton, Freida Cardona,
Mary García, Lucy Rosario, Adeliza Bacon, Suzette
Hillis, Bill Kollner, and Monica Bencomo.

Deo Gratias! Please join me in thanking our

lectors, servers, ministers of hospitality,
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion,
musicians, sacristans, and members of our Arts &
Environment ministry for all they do each and every week to
provide beautiful liturgies for us all to enjoy! You are
amazing! If you are interested in serving in one of these
ministries, contact Elizabeth in the parish office. Also,
please do not forget to share church bulletins from your
travels with us!

Looking Ahead! December 31: New Year’s Eve

Vigil Masses at 5:30pm and 7:30pm (Portuguese);
December 31: Eucharistic Adoration 10:30pm 11:30pm; December 31: New Year’s Mass at
11:30pm, reception after Mass; January 1: Mary, Mother of
God (Holy Day of Obligation) - Masses at 9:00am, 12:30pm,
2:00pm (Spanish) and 5:30pm; January 4: First Friday Santo
Niño Devotion - 7:00pm Rosary, 7:30pm Mass; January 5:
Blessing of Houses from 11:00am - 4;00pm (pre-registration
on St. Paul website required); January 5 - 6: Epiphany;
January 11 - 19: Novena to Santo Niño - 7:00pm Rosary, 7:30
Mass in honor of Santo Niño, reception to follow in Family
Center; January 12: 7:30pm Mass (Portuguese) in Family
Center; January 12 - 13: Baptism of the Lord and Vocation
Awareness Sunday; January 18: Our Lady of Good Health Novena at 7:00pm, Mass at 7:30pm, reception in Family
Center after Mass; January 19: Mass celebrated by Bishop
Gregory Parkes at 10:00am and blessing of young adults
attending World Youth Day in Panama; January 19: Vigil of
Santo Niño - Novena at 7:00pm, Mass (English) at 7:30pm in
church and Mass (Portuguese) at 7:30pm in Family Center,
rosary procession along Peace Path after Masses; January 19 20: Second Sunday in Ordinary Time; January 20: Santo
Niño Feast Day Mass at 4:30pm, followed by Sinulog in
Family Center and reception; January 20 - 26: Week of
Christian Unity; January 21: Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Prayer Service led by K of C, at 7:00pm in the Santo Niño Shrine.
“My spouse and I were
married years ago by a non-Catholic minister.
I was recently told that I can’t receive
Confession or the Eucharist. What can I do?
First of all, you are correct. To be validly married, Catholics
must be wed in a Catholic ceremony or have received prior
permission by the bishop for the marriage to take place
elsewhere. Since you were not married according to the
teachings of the church, you must abstain from receiving the
Sacraments. But do not despair! It is easy to “convalidate”
your civil union! Just call Maria Costa in the parish office. It
can take place through a ceremony or if that it is not
possible, through a simple administrative process. All we
need is copies of your baptism certificates and civil marriage
certificate. Let us help you! We care! (If you have a
question for the Ask It Basket, please contact
FrBill@StPaulChurch.com).

Ask It Basket:

“See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are.” (1 Jn 3:1).
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St. Paul Faith Formation

We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace

 Faith Formation Classes resume during the
week of January 6 - 9, 2019
Adult Faith Formation Classes for Parent of Grades K-5
(Coincides with Student’s Session 19)
Day
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday

Date
1/6/18
1/7/18
1/8/18

Time
10:30am-11:15am
4:30pm-5:00pm
6:15pm-7:00pm

Location
FC #3
Church
Church

Adult Faith Formation Classes for Parent of Grades 6-8
Day
Sunday
Monday
Wednesday

Date
1/13/19
1/14/19
1/16/19

Time
4:15pm-5:00pm
6:15pm-7:00pm
6:15pm-7:00pm

Location
FC #2
Church
Church

Sacrament Corner
Preparations

for the reception of the
Sacraments of Baptism, Reconciliation, and
First Communion and Confirmation, are
coordinated though the Faith Formation Office.
For detailed information, call 813-961-3023.

Children’s Liturgy of the Word!
This is an age-appropriate faith program offered during the
9:00am Mass. No pre-registration required! Just before
the Liturgy of the Word begins for the assembly, the
volunteer catechists leads the
children through prayers,
songs and readings which
have been simplified for
children. Please contact the
Faith Formation Office by
calling 813-961-3023.

For

preparation to receive the Sacrament of
Holy Matrimony, please contact Maria Costa at
813-961-3023.

For

information regarding our Vocations
Program and Formation to receive the
Sacrament of Holy Orders please contact Sister
Theresa Betz at 813-961-3023.

For

Anointing of the Sick please contact
Barbara Gray at 813-961-3023.

Announcements
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PASSION PLAY 2020! Why not gift yourself and your
spouse with an amazing
pilgrimage to Bavaria,
Austria, and Hungary!
Every ten years for
hundreds of years, the
small Bavarian town of
Oberammergau hosts a Passion Play for all the world. We
will begin in the medieval city of Innsbruck, then visit the
baroque Benedictine Abbey of Ettal, the romantic castle of
Neuschwanstein before embarking on a cruise up the
Danube...visiting such picturesque cities as Nuremberg,
Regensburg, Passau, Melk (pictured), Vienna, and
Budapest! Be sure to reserve your spots now as there are
limited spots! Call Margie at 1-800-644-4659 for more
information!
Counseling Services

Offered by Dr. Pat Berne
Please call (813) 961-3023 to make an appointment

FINANCIAL PEACE
UNIVERSITY WORKSHOP

What if you were following a plan for your money that you
KNEW worked? With Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace
University, you CAN take control of your money, get out of
debt, and create a plan for YOUR future.

Starting January 24, 2019
Thursday Evening Sessions at 7:00 pm
Parish Center - Room “H”
To register, call Maria Costa at 813-961-3023 ext. 3305 or go
the link: https://fpu.com/1077793

In the Wildflowers Retreat
Legal Consultation and Referral Service
Every Monday by appointment only
Please call 813-961-3023

Divorced and Separated Support Group

This ministry provides caring support for both women and
men experiencing separation or divorce. The group meets
every Friday night at 7:30pm in the St. Paul Parish Center.
You may come as often as you would like...every week, once a
month or whenever it is convenient for you. No charges/no
fees. All are welcome! For more information and to answer
any questions, please call Don Hemke at 813-205-1735.

AA Meetings: Do you feel your life is out of control? Is

Alcohol ruining your life? Help is here! Our parish is blest to
host weekly Alcoholics Anonymous meetings every
Wednesday at 8:15pm in the St Michael Cabin. For more
information, call 813-933-9123. May God bless you!

Want to join the AHG Troops?
If your daughter is age 5 to 18, contact
Melissa at AHG@StPaulChurch.com
for more information about this
incredible program.

for women who have suffered childhood
sexual abuse

This 10-week Christ-centered private
retreat will be held in Tampa on
Saturdays beginning February 2 through April 6, 2019,
from 2:00 pm to 6:00 pm. Cost is $15 per session (meal is
included). No one will be turned away for inability to pay.
If you are interested in participating in this retreat, please
contact Cathy at 813-843-8969, via email at the following
address: wildflowersretreats@gmail.com or visit our web
site: https://www.wildflowersretreat.org

OPEN TO ALL BOYS
AND GIRLS
Cub Scout Pack
143
For more information on how to join Cub
Scout Pack 143, contact:
George Melendez
813-928-2765
cubscout143tampa@gmail.com

“See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are.” (1 Jn 3:1).

Stewardship: A Way of Life

Page 11

NO Coffee & Donuts
There will be NO Coffee and Donuts this weekend.

HAVE A BLESSED NEW YEAR

Leaving a Legacy

Dear Lord,
bless our family.
Be so kind as to give us the unity,
peace, and mutual love that You
found in Your own family in the
little town of Nazareth.

Saint Joseph, bless the head of
our family.
Obtain for him the strength, the
wisdom, and the prudence he needs
to support and direct those
under his care.

Mother Mary, bless the
mother of our family.
Help her to be pure and kind, gentle and self-sacrificing. For the
more she resembles you, the better
will our family be.

Lord Jesus, bless the
children of our family.
Help them to be obedient and devoted to their parents. Make them
more and more like You. Let them
grow, as You did, in wisdom
and age and grace before
God and man.

Leaving a legacy by including St. Paul Catholic Church in
your will is most appreciated. There can be many
advantages to leaving a gift in this way. Naming our
parish as an entity in your will, trust, or as a beneficiary
on a life insurance policy is a way for any parishioner to bless future generations
through a legacy gift and support the ministry of the church. For additional
information please call Michael Maloney at 961-3023 or e-mail
mmaloney@stpaulchurch.com .

A Stewardship Moment ...
The ultimate aim of Saint Paul’s Letter to the Colossians is to teach the community
how to deepen its relationship with Christ Jesus. His list of
virtues summarizes the ideals of communal stewardship:
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience.
For Paul, practicing these virtues opens our hearts to Christ
as individuals and as a worshipping community. This is how
the Christian community ought to live. This is how its
members should behave in their dealings with others,
particularly with fellow believers.
As we approach a new year, how might we embrace one of these virtues more fully
in order to deepen our relationship with Jesus?

Sign up for Online giving!
It’s simple and convenient.
Go to:

StPaulChurch.com
for more info on how to sign up.

Holy Family of Nazareth, make
our family and home more and
more like Yours, until we are all
one family, happy and at peace in
our true home with You.

Amen.

Weekly Offertory
Sunday, December 23, 2018
Due to the accelerated deadline due to the Christmas
holidays, the weekly offertory figures were not available at
time of printing. The weekly offertory figures will be published
in a future bulletin.
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Due to copyright restrictions, we are
not able to print the Scriptures with
the Reflections of Dr. Jack Conroy.

I.

1 Samuel 1:20-22, 24-28. The Gift
of a Son.

Reflection: At the beginning of this
book, Hannah, who had been unable to
conceive, prayed for a son, and promised
that if her prayer were granted, she
would dedicate him to the service of the
Lord. Here we read that she fulfilled
her vow and brought Samuel to the
priest, Eli, to spend his life as one
"separated" as a Nazirite. In the Old
Testament, laypersons could emulate
priests by taking a vow that would set
themselves apart, like priests. (Numbers
6:1-21). These people were called
Nazirites, and would not cut their hair,
drink wine or strong drink, or have
contact with corpses. The "separation"
meant that they were "holy," or
dedicated to God. There is a strand of
Old Testament thinking that defines
"Holy" as being "set apart, not
common." Thus, this reading shows
that Hannah (Hebrew for "Ann")
dedicated her only son to the service of
God. Does this remind you of Mary's
actions?

Supercharge Your Faith!
II. 1 John 3:1-2, 21-24. What does
“Children of God” mean?
Reflection: We see two central threads
of the theology of St. John in this
reading: 1) We are "children of God,"
which implies a kind of intimacy that is
characteristic of a Family, not the
separation that is characteristic of the
Utterly Transcendent Source of Being
and one of His minuscule, finite
creatures.
The spanning of an
incomprehensible divide is achieved by
our brother, Jesus Christ. 2) Jesus has
fulfilled Torah; we keep His
commandments (fulfilling those given on
Sinai) first through our conscious act of
faith in Him, and, second, that we
should exemplify this by loving each
other. This phrase is used so often that
it has lost its meaning; but it means that
we reject the "me culture" that is
characteristic of the "Baby Boomer"
generation; we are instructed to reject
the manipulation of others in the
workplace, among our friends and within
our family; and that our connection with
God is characterized by how we treat
those we meet on a daily basis.
III. Luke 2:41-52. A Son's Dedication
to His Father's Work.

Men’s Prayer Breakfast
Calling all men of St. Paul Church! Renew your
commitment to a life of prayer, faith and love!
Starting in January 2019, the St. Paul MEN’S PRAYER
BREAKFAST group will gather together every first Saturday
of the month from 8:30am to 11:00am. We will begin our
morning of prayer by attending Mass in the Chapel.
Afterwards, we will congregate at the Family Center (Section
1) to have breakfast, read, discuss Sunday’s Gospel and
discuss a Christian-based book or video clip.
Make the time to grow in your faith and have breakfast with
your brothers in the Church to grow closer to God and to
each other!
Contact Richard Hosein at (941) 993-2619
rhhosein@yahoo.com for more information.

or

Reflection: This is a popular story, and
it occurs only in St. Luke. It may have
been passed on as an independent story
of Jesus' life just before his adulthood
(which began at 13). St. Luke probably
used the story to 1) emphasize that Jesus'
family was observant of Jewish
traditions. 2) The precocious character
of the young Jesus, virtually a sage
before being an adult. 3) Yet, despite
possessing wisdom well beyond His
years, he returned to Nazareth with Mary
and Joseph and was obedient to them. 4)
Finally, there is an element of great story
-writing in that the author first points
out that Mary and Joseph did not
understand why He had to be "in His
Father's house;" (which could also be
translated "involved in the affairs of My
Father;) later he indicates that his mother
would retain these things in her heart,
implying that such would be important
for her when Her Son had died, and she
and the other disciples were huddled in
the upper room prior to Pentecost. It is
with this story that the "Infancy
Narrative" formally closes; and the
author closed the section with a
quotation from 1 Samuel 2:26, where
Samuel "grew in stature and in favor
both with YHWH and with people."
Hence, the connection of today's Gospel
and First Reading.

“See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are.” (1 Jn 3:1).

Courageously Living the Gospel!
Faith in Action: “See what love the Father has

given us, that we should be called children of
God; and so we are” (1 Jn 3:1). During this
season of giving, let us remember the most
important gift we have received – being children
of God. As God's children, it's important that we express our
love for others as well. Tell your spouse, children and other
family members and friends that you love them, frequently.
Monday is the 7th day of the octave of
Christmas and the feast of St. Sylvester.
St. Sylvester, born in Rome, and witnessed
the worst of the terrbile persecutions
inflicted upon the early Church. Two years
after Constantine rose to power, he was
elected Bishop of Rome (314-335). During
his long reign of almost 25 years, he worked tirelessly to bring
unity to the faith through the Councils of Arls and Nicaea
(source of the Nicene Creed!). Pope Sylvester worked with
Emperor Constantine to build some of the great churches of
Rome: the Cathedral Basilica of St. John Lateran, Santa Croce
in Gerusalemme, and Old St. Peter's Basilica.

Saints of God:

Page 13

Living Faith: Jesus was born of a religious

family. His parents went on an annual
pilgrimage to Jerusalem for Passover. What
religious traditions do you have?

On a Lighter Note: At Sunday school, the younger

children were drawing pictures illustrating Biblical
stories. The teacher walked by and noticed one little
boy was drawing an airplane! "Oh, what Bible story are you
drawing?" she asked. "This is the Flight into Egypt," the little
boy answered. "See, here is Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus. And
this," he said, pointing to the front of the plane, "is Pontius.
He's the Pilot."

Safe Environment: Child abuse is a tragic reality which can

be prevented. How? 1. Talk to your
children about touching safety. Teach them
that it is OK to say “NO,” get away, and seek
help. 2. Help your children make a list of the
people they can turn to for help if they have a
problem. 3. Teach your children that unsafe
touch can happen with people they know and trust; not only
with strangers. 4. Respect your children’s personal
boundaries. Teach them to trust their intuition about others.
5. Be aware of those who have contact with your children
and be sure it is a “Safe Environment” with at least two adults
supervising whenever possible. For more information, please
call our Faith Formation office at 813-961-3023.

Are you curious about the Catholic faith or have
you ever thought about becoming a Catholic?
The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)
program is just for you.

Florida March for Life: The Diocese is
sponsoring a day trip to the Florida March for
Life in the nation’s oldest city, St. Augustine, on
Saturday, January 12, 2019. This March is for
anyone who believes in the sanctity of human life.
$40.00/adults and $20.00/ages 13 and younger- includes
boxed lunch. Bus departs St. Catherine of Siena Parish in
Clearwater and St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Seffner.
Learn
more
and
register
here:
http://www.dosp.org/life/upcoming-events/
Questions? Contact Sabrina Schultz at 727-344-1611 or
sab@dosp.org
Technology Corner

Adults from all faith traditions, or no religious background
at all, are welcome to participate in our program of
instruction designed especially for the busiest schedules.
Join our next inquiry session on

Wednesday, January 16, 2019
7:00pm in the Parish Center
(Offered in English and Spanish)
Contact Maria Costa at:
mcosta@StPaulChurch.com

St. Paul Catholic Church offers a free subscription,
to our parishioners, for formed.org!
1. Sign-up by at www.stpaulchurch.formed.org
2. Click on Register and enter the code: P33JN2
3. Enjoy movies, books and more!

