
Oh Come, Let us Adore Him!  
Every Wednesday and Friday  

 29TH Sunday in Ordinary Time                               Sunday, October 18, 2020 

"Formed by Word and Sacrament, we, the people of St. Paul Catholic Church,  
are a Spirit-led, Eucharist-centered, vibrant multicultural Christian  

community of faith, living our love for God and neighbor while growing together as disciples of Christ." 

WEEKEND MASSES 

Saturday Vigil Masses 
5:30pm   

Missa em Português: 7:30pm 
 

Sunday Masses 
7:30am, 9:00am, 10:45am,  

12:30pm, 5:30pm 
Misa en Español:  2:00pm  

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Monday through Friday 
7:30am and 12:15pm 

 

Saturday 
8:30am 

 

First Friday Mass 7:30pm 
Third Friday Mass 7:30pm 

*Fourth Friday Mass 7:30pm  
*(en Español) 

 

Reconciliation (Confession) 
Monday - Friday  
11:00am - Noon 

 

Saturdays 
10:00am and 4:00pm  

or upon request 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Monday -  Thursday 
8:30am to 8:30pm 

 

Friday 8:30am - Saturday 8:30am 
 

Morning Prayer 
Monday - Friday 7:00am 

Saturday 8:00am 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Every Second Saturday  
of the Month at 8:30am, 

Thursdays at 2:00pm 
underneath the church 

overhang or upon request 
 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday  

8:00am to 4:00pm 
 

Website: 
www.stpaulchurch.com 

 

Contact us at: 
info@stpaulchurch.com 

 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE… 
 

2021 Mass Book 
is now OPEN! 

Page 2 
 

St.Paul Youth Group 
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St. Paul Catholic Church 
and Preschool 

 

www.stpaulchurch.com 

12708 North Dale Mabry Highway, Tampa, Florida  33618-2802     

Phone  (813) 961-3023  †  Fax  (813) 962-8780  

Photos: (Top Row): 
RCIA Rite of 

Welcoming at the 
October 11th 2:00pm 

Spanish Mass  
(Middle & Bottom 

Rows):  Last Friday, 
October 10th, over 

250 individuals 
attended the Fall 

Festival at the St. Paul 
Youth Group Pumpkin 

Patch.  Activities 
included arm painting, 

games, pumpkin 
decorating, food, 

music and dancing. 
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We’re here to serve you! 
 

Clergy 
Fr. Bill Swengros    Pastor 
Fr. Robert Romaine  Parochial Vicar, Adult 
 Confirmation 
Fr. Ambrose  Parochial Vicar,  
Kadambukatt, OCD Ministry to Homebound 
 and Nursing Homes 
Fr. Peter Okojie Parochial Vicar, 
 Communications  
 (App, Website) 
Deacon Carlos Celaya   
Deacon Ray Dever      
Deacon Frank Henriquez   
Deacon Rich Spiro     
 

Faith Formation 
Carmen Cayon Director 
Sonia Eberhardt         K-5 Faith Formation  
 Coordinator, First 
 Holy Communion Prep. 
Stephen Eschenfelder Middle School Youth 
 Minister, Confirmation 
 Prep 
Laura Wendt    High School Youth 
 Minister 
Maria Costa                 Baptism, Marriage, 
 RCIA, Quinceañeras 
Vanessa Vasquez           Faith Formation
 Assistant (Records) 
 

Preschool 
Mindy Geer                Director 
 

Liturgy 
Laurie Erickson Liturgist, Director of  
 Ministries 
Mary Gant                   Music Director, 
 Bereavement Minister 
 

Parish Support 
Brian Smith       Parish Manager  
Barbara Gray               Pastoral Administrative 
  Assistant (Scheduling)     
Sam Mathai Maintenance 
Charles Yezak, Jr.        Director of 
 Communications  
Louis Gobin Accountant 
 
 
 

  
www.stpaulchurch.com 
 

www.facebook.com/stpaultpa 
 

info@stpaulchurch.com 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Our Vision Statement:  
“Growing Together as Disciples 

of Christ.” 
 
 

Sign up for  
Online Giving!  
It’s fast, simple  
and convenient.  

 

Go to stpaulchurch.com  
and click on the Online Giving link or 
scan the QR code to the right with your 
phone or tablet for more info on how to 
sign up today! 

http://www.StPaulChurch.com


Growing Together in Christ! 
 
My dear friends, 
 
Today is World Mission Sunday.  Throughout the world, 
Catholics are invited to contemplate the Lord’s mandatum 
to share His Good News with all the world: 
  

“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you. And behold, I am 
with you always, until the end of the age.”  

 (Mt 28:19-20) 
 
We fulfill this command in a number of ways.  First and 
foremost, by sharing our faith with our children and 
grandchildren.  As parents, grandparents, godparents, 
aunts and uncles ... it is our responsibility to share our faith 
by both word and example.  As St. Paul reminds us, if we 
don’t share the Good News of Christ with them, how will 
they know? (Romans 10:14). 
 
We also do this by participating in our Faith Formation 
programs, Middle School and High School Youth 
Ministries, RCIA programs, Bible Studies and the like.  
Faith Formation is a lifelong process.  It doesn’t end with 
the Sacrament of Confirmation.  Are you looking for an 
incredibly rewarding way to grow in faith?  Volunteer to 
serve as a catechist or assistant in our faith formation and 
youth ministry programs.  The more you share your faith, 
the more it grows! 
 
Finally, we fulfill the command of the Lord to share His 
Good News when we support the missions, both domestic 
and abroad.  Donating to the Annual Pastoral Appeal and 
in today’s second collection for World Missions are good 
places to start.  It is also important to support our Panama 
Mission, Jamaica Mission, and our mission in Uganda with 
the Little Sisters of Mary Immaculate.  They will be visiting 
us next weekend.  Several of our ministries also support 
missions in other countries.  We have learned through 
experience that God is never outdone in generosity!  
Thank you for your support for mission work! 
 
On another note, last Thursday I led two Q&A Sessions 
which were broadcasted live.  The recordings can still be 
found on our parish website and Facebook page.  I really 
appreciate the comments and suggestions of those who 
participated.  Of particular concern for many was how to 
safely gather for worship.  I was asked to remind everyone 
of the importance of washing and sanitizing your hands  

 
before and after entering one of our buildings, wearing a 
mask which covers both the nose and mouth, and staying 
home when either you or someone you have been in 
contact with is sick. 
 
The consensus was that we should continue to close every 
other pew to ensure safe physical distancing.  We will 
continue to do that whenever possible.  If it is not possible 
at a particular Mass because of increased attendance, we 
will begin opening the closed pews in the back of the 
church so that those sitting in the front can maintain safe 
physical distancing.  The pews in the back of the church 
are the longest so this plan will provide the least amount 
of disruption for the most people.  Those who are most 
vulnerable should plan on sitting near the front of the 
church.  If you have questions about this, please let me 
know.  Again, the goal is to keep everyone safe and 
comfortable as we learn to live during this pandemic.  
Thank you for your patience and understanding. 
 
May God bless you and your loved ones! 

 
 
 

 
Fr. Bill Swengros 
Pastor 
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The reading schedule for 
this week is as follows: 

 
Saturday 10/17   James 4 
Sunday 10/18      James 5 
Monday 10/19      Jn 1:1-28 
Tuesday 10/20      Jn 1:29-51 
Wednesday 10/21   Jn 2 
Thursday 10/22     Jn 3:1-18 
Friday 10/23      Jn 3:19-36 
Saturday 10/24     Jn 4:1-30 
Sunday 10/25       Jn 4:31-54 

 
 
 
 

The entire New Testament 
reading schedule can be 

found on our app or on our 
webpage at:   

www.stpaulchurch.com 
 

 

For Father Bill’s 
commentary, please join 

our Facebook page: 
 

www.facebook.com/
stpaultpa 

This weekend we celebrate 
World Mission Sunday! 
Pope Francis invites the 
entire Church to support 

mission dioceses in Africa, 
Asia, the Pacific Island, and 
parts of Latin America and 

Europe; where priests, 
religious and lay leaders 
serve the world’s most 

vulnerable communities.  
Please keep the Pope’s 

missions in your prayers and 
we appreciate your 

generosity this week during 
our second collection. 

 
 

 

 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 30 

6:00PM - 7:30PM 
ST. PAUL PARKING LOT 
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REMEMBERING  
ALL SOULS’ DAY 

 

All Souls’ Day remembrance envelopes are now 
available in the Narthex.  Please take an envelope 
and write the names of your departed loved ones 
on the envelope.  Please place your monetary 
donation inside your envelope, then deposit the 
envelope in the locked box in the Narthex.  Your 
envelope will be placed on the altar where will pray 
for your loved ones at every Mass during the 
month of November. 

 

ALL 

SOULS’ 

day 

novena 

 

Oct 24 

THRU 

Nov 1 

 

 

ALL SAINTS’ DAY 
A HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION 

 

Saturday, OCT. 31 (VIGIL) 

5:30pm & 7:30pm (Portuguese) 
 

Sunday, NOV. 1 

7:30am, 9:00am, 10:45am, 12:30pm, 

2:00pm (Spanish) & 5:30pm 

 

Children are encouraged to 

dress as their favorite saint! 

Tuesday 

November 2 
 

7:30am Mass 
 

12:15pm Mass 
 

7:00pm Rosary  

7:30pm  

Special All Souls’ 

Day Memorial 

Mass 
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INFANT BAPTISM 
 

God reaches out to us in all kinds of ways. The desire 
in your heart to baptize your child is one of them. 
The promises you make for your child on this day 
will begin to form your child into a faithful follower 
of Christ. However, the day of baptism is only the 
beginning of this journey. Baptism is indeed a life 
changing event! 
 

If you desire the Sacrament of Baptism for your baby, 
or more information on baptisms here at St. Paul 
Catholic Church, please contact Maria Costa via email 
at: mcosta@stpaulchurch.com or call Mariaa at     
(813) 961-3023. Parents and Godparents will be 
asked to attend a baptismal preparation class. 

Page 6 Page 6 
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  St. Paul Faith Formation     
We are rooted in Faith and growing in grace 

Interested in receiving text messages 
regarding upcoming Youth Group 

activities and events?  
If YES, text: @9bf4c7 to 81010 

for the Youth Group Remind App! 

WWW.STPAULCHURCH.COM  

Our Faith Formation Team is here to help you keep your 
children and teens engaged in learning and reflecting on 
how much they are loved by God and how to hear God 
calling and loving them in the midst of any situation.  If 
your child is not attending a Catholic school, please 
register them in our Faith Formation program by 
contacting our office by sending an email to us at: 
ccayon@stpaulchurch.com or call (813) 961-3023. 

Fr. Bob Romaine invites all 
children, youth,  

adults and seniors to join the  

CONFRATERNITY OF 
EUCHARISTIC 

ADORATION FOR LIFE 
(CEAL) 

 

What is this Confraternity? 
 

It is an independent and international Catholic Association 
of laity, clergy and religious who, of their own free will, 
pledge to spend a certain number of hours a year in 
Eucharistic Adoration in their own parishes and institutes to 
pray for the objectives of the Confraternity such as: 
 

1. Protection of the unborn from Abortion 
2. Protection of children and youth from Human Trafficking 
3. Protection of the elderly from euthanasia 
4. Protection of the troubled from Suicide 
Members share in the indulgences attached 
to Eucharistic Adoration.  
 

Please sign up by visiting our website: 
www.cealservants.com 
or through Enrollment link: http://
bit.ly/CEAL_Enrollment 
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The St. Paul Youth Group is open to all 
high school teenagers.  The group 

usually meets after the 5:30pm Mass in 
the Family Center (unless stated 

otherwise).  Our upcoming events are: 

For more information on upcoming Youth Group events, please contact:  
Laura Wendt, High School Youth Minister at lwendt@stpaulchurch.com or (813) 961-3023 

Sunday, October 18 
Personal Witness 

Sunday, October 25 
FUN NIGHT! 

THANK YOU! 
Thank You for purchasing your pumpkin from St. Paul 
Catholic Church High School Youth Group! This 
pumpkin started life about 100 days ago on a farm on 
the Navajo Indian Reservation in Farmington, NM.   
Great care has been taken in the planting, growing and 
harvest to ensure that you have purchased a quality 
pumpkin with a long shelf life. Unlike many other 
produce growers, we use documented labor.  Nearly 
100% of our farm workforce is Native American.  We 
believe it is very important to use domestic labor as the 
unemployment rate in this region is over 40%.  This 
project and others like it create roughly 25 full-time 
jobs and 550 seasonal jobs for Native Americans.  Your 
pumpkin is a non-GMO product.  After ripening, these 
pumpkins were hand-loaded on a truck and traveled all 
the way to our pumpkin patch to help raise money for 
our teen youth program. These pumpkins have helped 
a lot of folks on their way to you…treat them nice! 
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Pope Francis:   Our Holy Father recently began a series of 
teachings during his weekly 
Wednesday Audiences on a Christian 
response to the Covid-19 pandemic.  
They are excellent and are available at 
vatican.va.  We will provide excerpts 
each week in our bulletin. 

 

“To emerge better from a crisis like the current one, which is a 
health crisis, and at the same time, a social, political and 
economic crisis, each one of us is called to assume 
responsibility for our own part, that is, to share the 
responsibility. We must respond not only as individual people, 
but also beginning from the group to which we belong, from 
the role we have in society, from our principles and, if we are 
believers, from our faith in God. Often, however, many 
people cannot participate in the reconstruction of the 
common good because they are marginalized, they are 
excluded or ignored; some social groups are not able to make 
a contribution because they are economically or socially 
suffocated. In some societies, many people are not free to 
express their own faith and their own values, their own ideas: 
if they express them, they are put in jail. Elsewhere, especially 
in the western world, many people repress their ethical or 
religious convictions. However, we cannot emerge from the 
crisis this way, or at least emerge from it better. We would 
emerge from it worse.” (Pope Francis, Audience, 23 
September 2020. For the full document, see www.vatican.va).  

Saturday, October 17, 2020 
Memorial of Saint Ignatius of Antioch, Bishop and Martyr 
8:30am  Rebecca Ploehn † 
5:30pm   Carol Mercer † 
7:30pm    Frank and Arlene Permuy † 
 

Sunday, October 18, 2020 
Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30am  Catherine Alappat † 
9:00am   Carl Rucca † 
10:45am Mary Grace Torralba † 
12:30pm  John Crowther † 
2:00pm  St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 
5:30pm  Frances Simmons † 
 

Monday, October 19, 2020 
Memorial of Saints John de Brébeuf and Isaac Jogues, Priests, 
and Companions, Martyrs 
7:30am   Magdalena Mendoza †  
12:15pm Jose Carbajal (int.) 
  

Tuesday, October 20, 2020 
Saint Paul of the Cross, Priest 
7:30am  Clyde and Mary Evers † 
12:15pm  Mary Ann McNeal (int.) 
 

Wednesday, October 21, 2020 
7:30am  Maureen Miller (int.) 
12:15pm Consecrated Life and Priestly Vocations (int.) 
  

Thursday, October 22, 2020 
Saint John Paul II, Pope 
Church  
7:30am  Francisco Rojas † 
12:15pm Robert Shannon † 
 

Friday, October 23, 2020 
Saint John of Capistrano, Priest 
7:30am  Jason Bucks † 
12:15pm Antonio Mazzuca † 
7:30pm  Gilberto Rivera † 
 

Saturday, October 24, 2020 
Saint Anthony Mary Claret, Bishop 
8:30am  Antonio “Tony” Pagan † 
5:30pm   Emilio Francescon † 
7:30pm    Carol Spagnola † 
 

Sunday, October 25, 2020 
Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30am  Maria Linda Alcasio † 
9:00am   Madeline Fisher † 
10:45am Ryan Casey † 
12:30pm  Jerry Barker † 
2:00pm  John Gamba (int.) 
5:30pm  St. Paul Parishioners (int.) 

You Are Invited!  Remember when Jesus was in the Garden 
of Gethsemane and simply wanted his apostles to 
stay awake and pray with him?  He is asking you 
to do the same!  Come adore the Lord every 
weekday 8:30am-8:30pm and every Friday begin-
ning with 7:30am Mass and concluding Saturday 
morning with the 8:30 Mass.  Even if you can only 
stop by for a short visit, you won’t be sorry! 

We pray for the repose of the souls of those recently 
departed: Carol Godwin, Joseph A. Catania, Danny Martinez, 
Richard DeFreitas, Peter Faber, Sister Irene Onyai, Franko 
Coladonato, Susan Elizabeth Thompson, Eileen Schutz, John 
Morrow, John Matera, Sr., and Anthony Cutrono, Jr. 
 

Please remember in your prayers those with 
various health needs: Emil D’Agostino, Mark 
Domantay, Bonnie Cayon, Billy Diaz, Patricia Smith, 
Jaime Zambrano, Mary Garcia, and Allan Garcia. 

Prayer for a Sick Pet: Healing Father in heaven, You made 
all things for your praise and glory.  You 
also made us guardians of this creature who 
is now ill and suffering.  Please restore 
_________ (name) to health and strength 
if that is your design.  Blessed are you, O 
Lord our God, and precious is your name 
for ever and ever.  Amen.  (Judith A. Bauer) 
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Looking Ahead!  Today through October 
31: Pumpkin Patch; October 31: All Hallow’s 
Eve; November 1: All Saints’ Day;  
November 2: All Souls’ Day; November 4: 
Journey to New Life Workshop; November 

5 - December 8: 33 Days of Preparation for Total 
Consecration to Jesus through Mary; November 7: Parish 
Picnic; November 11: Veteran’s Day; November 20: Advent 
Gathering; November 26: Thanksgiving Day; November 29: 
First Sunday of Advent; November 30 - December 2:  
Advent Mission with Fr. Felipe Scott; December 3 - 11:  Our 
Lady of Guadalupe Novena; December 8:  Immaculate 
Conception; December 15:  Communal Penance Service; 
December 25:  Christmas!  

Saints of God: Monday, October 19, is the feast day of St. 
Isaac Jogues and the other North 
American Martyrs.  Isaac was a 
young Jesuit priest who like so 
many others, left a life of 
comfort to follow the call of the 
Lord to proclaim the Gospel to 
the native peoples in the New 
World.  He worked with Huron 
people with some success.  He 
was later captured by the 

Iroquois where he was imprisoned and tortured for 13 
months.  Liberated by the Dutch, he returned to France.  
Several fingers had been burnt, chewed, or cut off .  The Holy 
Father gave him permission to offer Mass with his mutilated 
hands: “It would be shameful that a martyr of Christ be not 
allowed to drink the Blood of Christ.”  Although welcomed 
home in France as a hero, Fr. Isaac could not ignore the call 
of Christ to return to his beloved Hurons.  Later, after the 
Iroquois made peace with the Hurons, he set out to share the 
Good News with them as well.  He and his companions were 
captured by a Mohawk war party and martyred for their faith.  
The eight martyrs are remembered in both Midland, Ontario 
and  Auriesville, New York. 
 

Let us pray:  Holy Martyrs and patrons, protect this land 
which you have blessed by the shedding of your blood.  
Renew in these days our Catholic faith which you helped 
to establish in this new land.  
 

Bring all our fellow citizens to a knowledge and love of 
the truth.  Make us zealous in the profession of our faith 
so that we may continue and perfect the work which you 
have begun with so much labor and suffering.  Pray for 
our homes, our schools, our missions, for vocations, for 
the conversion of sinners, the return of those who have 
wandered from the fold, and the perseverance of all the 
faithful.  
 

And foster a deeper and increasing unity among all 
Christians.  Amen.  

Ask It Basket:  “Are Catholics allowed to be 
cremated?”  Good question!  We believe in 
the resurrection of the dead.  The body is the 
tabernacle of the soul and should always be 

treated with respect.  While cremation was forbidden in the 
past, it is now allowed as long as the mentality is in keeping 
with our beliefs and the cremains are treated like a body.  This 
means the cremains need to be interred in the ground or a 
vault and not inserted in amulets, pressed into jewelry, 
scattered over golf courses, or kept on a mantle.  We are 
having a workshop on End of Life issues on November 4th at 
1pm.  Please come!   
 

(If you have a question for the Ask It Basket, please contact 
frbill@stpaulchurch.com). 

First Aid: The church’s First Aid kit and AED are located in 
the minister’s room.  The Parish Center has a First 
Aid kit in the kitchen and the AED is located by 
the bathrooms.  The Family Center First Aid kit 
and AED are in the kitchen.  If you use them, 

please let a staff person know so that they can be restocked 
and secured.  It will also help us to ensure that our church is 
always a safe environment.  Thank you. 

Something Missing? There are a number of couples in our 
parish who are living in irregular marriages or 
marriages which have not been blessed in the 
Church.  Remember, it is not sufficient for 
Catholics to be civilly married or married in a 

non-Catholic church.  For validity, Catholics must be married 
in a ceremony recognized by the Church.  Don’t wait.  We’re 
here to help! If neither of you was previously divorced, 
contact Maria Costa at the parish office at (813) 961-3023 to 
start the process to have your marriage convalidated. It is very 
easy and won’t take much of your time.  If you or your spouse 
were previously divorced, contact Maria or the priest or 
deacon of your choosing to start the “annulment” process so 
that, hopefully, your present marriage can be convalidated.  Let 
us help you! 

Scripture Readings  
for the Week of October 18, 2020 
 

Sunday (10-18) Is 45:1, 4-6; Ps 96:1, 3, 4-5, 7-8, 9-10;  
 1 Thes 1:1-5b; Mt 22:15-21 
Monday (10-19) Eph 2:1-10; Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4ab, 4c-5;  
 Lk 12:13-21 
Tuesday (10-20) Eph 2:12-22; Ps 85:9ab-10, 11-12, 13-14;  
 Lk 12:35-38 
Wednesday (10-21) Eph 3:2-12; Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6; Lk 12:39-48 
Thursday (10-22) Eph 3:14-21; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 11-12, 18-19;  
 Lk 12:49-53 
Friday (10-23) Eph 4:1-6; Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6; Lk 12:54-59 
Saturday (10-24) Eph 4:7-16; Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5; Lk 13:1-9 
Sunday (10-25) Ex 22:20-26; Ps 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51;  
 1 Thes 1:5c-10; Mt 22:34-40 

Words of Wisdom: “The future starts today, not tomorrow.”
  

                      – St. John Paul II 
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Divine 

Mercy  

in  

My 

Soul 
 

“On Friday, after Holy Communion, I 
was carried in spirit before the throne of 
God. There I saw the heavenly Powers 
which incessantly praise God. Beyond 
the throne I saw a brightness 
inaccessible to creatures, and there only 
the Incarnate Word enters as Mediator. 
When Jesus entered this light, I heard 
these words, Write down at once what 
you hear: I am the Lord in My essence 
and am immune to orders or needs. If I 
call creatures into being - that is the 
abyss of My mercy.  And at that very 
moment I found myself, as before, in 
our chapel at my kneeler, just as Mass 
had ended. I already had these words 
written.” (n. 85). 

Total Consecration to 
Jesus Through Mary 

 
On Thursday, November 5th, we 

begin our 33 days of preparation 

for total consecration to our 

Lord Jesus Christ through our 

Blessed Mother Mary.  The 

consecration will take place after 

the 7:30pm Trilingual Mass on 

the Feast of the Immaculate 

Conception (December 8th 

beginning with the recitation of 

the rosary at 7:00pm).  

 

For more information regarding 

the consecration, please contact 

Laurie Erickson via email at 

lerickson@stpaulchurch.com or 

at (813) 961-3023. 



St. Paul Catholic Preschool 

 

License # CHC 110273  

Excellence in Catholic preschool education for 40 years 

Office: 813-264-3383 ▪ Email: preschool@stpaulchurch.com 

Fr. Peter Okojie visited the preschool classrooms this 
week.  He introduced himself and taught the children the 
song “My Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes Belong to 
Jesus”. Fr. Peter listened to the children’s intentions and 
gave them a blessing.  In preschool, we teach the 
children that Jesus loves them and that we should be 
kind and treat other people as we would like to be 
treated ourselves.   
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Mass Appeal:  The Liturgy of the Eucharist begins with the 
Preparation of the Gifts.  Once our gifts are 
brought to the altar, they are then prepared.  
While the following prayers are usually said 
inaudibly, they are some of the most 
beautiful of our liturgy. 

 

As the presider lifts the paten of bread slightly above the altar, 
he invokes one of the most beautiful and ancient of prayers: 
“Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation ...”  This prayer, 
based in the Jewish Passover Service, is very rich in meaning.  
It gives praise to God our Creator and recognizes that all we 
have, do, and offer is itself a gift from God.  We pray that 
they will become the Bread of Life and Cup of Salvation! 
 

Before the prayer over the wine, the priest or deacon pours a 
little water into the chalice.  This was (and still is) the custom 
in many countries.  It quickly took on a new spiritual 
meaning.  The prayer during the pouring is one of the most 
profound prayers of all the Mass: “By the mystery of this 
water and wine may we come to share in the divinity of 
Christ, who humbled himself to share in our humanity.”  
Unlike every other food we consume which eventually 
becomes one with us, we pray that as we consume the Body 
and Blood of Christ, may we become one with Him!  
 

Of course we know that God wants far more than gifts of 
bread and wine.  He wants our humble and contrite hearts (Ps 
51; Dan 3:39-40). The next prayer, added in the Middle Ages, 
is always prayed “quietly”: “Lord God, we ask you to receive 
us and be pleased with the sacrifice we offer you with humble 
and contrite hearts.”   
 

The gifts, altar, cross, priest, and people may then be incensed 
(Ps 141; Rev 8:3f) as a sign of our offering and prayer rising to 
God. 
 

Finally, the priest, following ancient Jewish custom, washes 
his hands as he prays: “Lord, wash away my iniquity; cleanse 
me from my sin” (Ps 51).   
 

A brief reflection of the prayers during the Preparation of the 
Gifts is revelatory.  We are not simply preparing gifts of bread 
and wine but our lives.  It is these that we hope God will 
transform through the mystery of the Holy Eucharist – that 
we may be in full communion with Him, the Lord of Life! 

Light a Candle! Many people find it comforting to light a 
vigil candle in the church to represent their prayers 
shining before God.  The practice of lighting vigil 
lights (from the Latin vigilia, meaning "waiting" or 
"watching") is an ancient practice.  Some say it 
originated in the catacombs of Rome, as people lit 
candles in front of the tombs of the holy martyrs.  
Others say it harkens back to the Lord himself who 
encouraged us to be like the wise virgins, with candles 

lit in waiting for the Groom's return (Mt 25:1-13).  In any case, 
if you have a special prayer intention, why not light a vigil 
candle?  You may be surprised to find it a source of comfort!   
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Ministries are encouraged to send information 
regarding upcoming meetings and events to: 

bulletin@stpaulchurch.com 
 

Submissions for the bulletin are due 10 days prior to the 
bulletin’s front cover date.  Please include the word 

“Bulletin” in the subject line of your email.  Thank you! 

AA Meetings:  Is Alcohol ruining your life?  Help is here!  

Our parish is blest to host weekly Alcoholics Anonymous 

meetings on every Wednesday at 8:15pm in the St Michael’s 

Cabin.  For more information, please call (813) 933-9123. 

Legal Consultation & Referral Service  
Every Monday by appointment only 

  Please call (813) 961-3023 

 

St. Vincent  
de Paul Society 

 

Food Pantry Hours 
Monday & Thursday 9:00am - 12:00pm    

Assistance Line: (813) 264-3325  
 

If you would like to help, food donations to the St. Vincent de 
Paul Food Pantry can be left in the marked containers located 
in the Narthex.  Monetary donations can be dropped in the 
Poor Box, also located in the Narthex. Please make sure to 
specify SVDP in the memo line for check donations or you use 
an offertory envelope for cash donations and label it SVDP.   
 

Pantry Wish List This Week: 
Tuna  ▪  Red Beans  ▪  Canned Soup 

Saltine Crackers  ▪  Rice  ▪  Mac & Cheese 
 

Thank you for your generosity!  ~ SVdP Society 
 

*** Please note we are unable to use expired items  *** 

The ESL (English as a Second 
Language) Class for adults meets 
every Wednesday evening at 

7:30pm in Room F/G in the 
Parish Center.  All languages 

are welcome!  Snacks will be provided.  Bring a 
pencil or pen!  For more information regarding the ESL 
class, please email:  esl@stpaulchurch.com  

For more information or to join, 
please contact Jane  Wegman 
at padrepio@stpaulchurch.com 

or call (813) 961-1175 

The Bereavement Ministry offers God’s healing love 
through emotional, physical, mental and spiritual 

comfort. Our next, meeting will be held on Thursday, 
October 22, from 10:00am to 11:30am in the Parish 

Center, Room F.  For more information contact Kathy 
at (813) 361-5134.   

Webinar:  Equipping 
Parents for an 

Ongoing Conversation 
About Internet 
Pornography 

  

Thursday, October 29 at 7:00pm 
 
Join us to hear from Ryan Foley, Vice President of 
Business Development for Covenant Eyes. Ryan has 
spent the last eight years educating and supporting 
Dioceses, Parishes, and Catholic Schools in addressing 
the harms of pornography. Education efforts include 
CleanHeart.Online and Strive 21, a free 21-day detox 
course for men.  
 

Register today at: https://covenanteyes.zoom.us/
webinar/register/WN_32O6BN0wQFiU0Ep0k35SEg 
 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email 
containing information about joining the webinar. 

“IN THE WILDFLOWERS” RETREAT 
RESUMES JANUARY OF 2021 

 

“In the Wildflowers” is for women 
who have suffered childhood sexual 
abuse.  This is a 10-week, Christ-
centered, private retreat. If you are 
interested in participating in this 
retreat, please contact Cathy Hayter at (813) 843-8969. 

SHA WLS OF HOPE 
Fall weather permitting, the 
Shawls of Hope Ministry is now 
meeting on the 2nd and 4th 
Fridays of the month at 10am on 
campus at our beautiful Rosary 
Garden.  Just bring a chair, your 
hooks and needles and join 
us.  We will meet via zoom 
during inclement weather.  If 
you have any questions, please 
send an email to  shawlsofhope@stpaulchurch.com 
 

Twenty  shawls and lap robes are ready for delivery to 
area nursing homes.  Also being delivered are the lovely 
baby blankets, hats and booties, pictured above. 



On a Lighter Note:   
 

Q: What kind of bats fly around the school at night? 
A:  AlphaBATS! 

                   

Q: What do ghosts put on their cereal in the morning? 
A:  "Boo" berries and "boo"nanas. 
 

Q: What do you get when you take the inside out of a hotdog? 
A:  A "hollow" weenie. 
 

Q: What are the birds giving out for Halloween this year? 
A:  "Tweets!" 
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I. Isaiah 45:1, 4-6. 
  A “Messiah” of Israel.  
 

Reflection: The “Anointed” of the Lord, 
in Hebrew, is “Moshiach,” which gets 
translated into Greek as “Christos.”  We 
translate both of these as “Christ,” or 
“Messiah.”  The early Church recognized 
that Jesus of Nazareth was precisely the 
“Anointed One of God,” and we now 
attach this title to Our Lord as if a “Last 
Name.”  But in the Hebrew Bible, this 
really meant one who was given a special 
task by God, and who faithfully carried it 
out.  “Cyrus the Mede” was that person 
who achieved political power in Babylon 
in about 539 BC, where the Jews were in 
exile.  It was he who permitted them to 
return to Jerusalem, and hence work the 
intent of God in History.  To what extent 
can we be called “Anointed?” To what 
extent are we “Christs?” Hint: 
“Baptism.” 
 
II. I Thessalonians 1:1-5b.  
  An Expression of Thanks. 
 

Reflection: Recall last week we saw the 
difficulty in the Ancient World of saying 
“Thanks.”  Well, today we see how it was 
done.  St. Paul was helped financially by 
the church in Thessalonica as well as that 
in Philippi.  So, he thanked God for 
them!  The word “Grace” is one that is 
used in “Patron/Client” language...his 
remembrance of their “work of faith” 
was his expression of gratitude for their 
gift of money.  Hence, their sharing was 
an act of Love, which is the center of St. 
Paul’s gospel.  For their sharing with him 
had to be only one example of how the 
Thessalonian church lived the Gospel.  
So, also, with us.  The Gospel is lived 
only in concrete acts of love, not mere 
“good wishes.” 
 
III. Matthew 22:15-21.  
  A Question as a Weapon.   
  

Reflection: When we read of 
“Questions” being asked in the New 
Testament, we don’t generally see 
disinterested requests for information; we 
see just what this reading indicates: an 
attempt at “trapping” the person 
questioned.  Questions are often 
“weapons” in the war of “Honor” and 
“Shame” that men waged in public.  For 

if Jesus said, “Pay Taxes,” he would be 
unpopular with the poor, who were 
suffering from oppression; if he said, 
“Don’t Pay Taxes,” he would be an 
enemy of the state!  Jesus’ retort was a 
brilliant “jumping through the horns of a 
dilemma;” but, his political radicalism 
would be understood.  For what 
belonged to God in the Hebrew society 
was precisely Kingship; to acknowledge 
Caesar as King, as did the Herodians, 
meant they were unfaithful to their own 
heritage.  So, we see the plot against Jesus 
taking on a political flavor, which will 
come to its fruition in the Passion in a 
couple more chapters of Matthew. †  

Due to copyright restrictions, we are 
unable to print the Scriptures with the 

Reflections of Dr. Jack Conroy.   

Faith in Action: “Render therefore to Caesar 
the things that are Caesar's and to God the things 
that are God's” (Mt 22:21).  Everything we are 
and everything we have belongs to God.  We 

aren't "owners" of anything, we are merely "stewards" of the 
gifts God has given each of us.  All God is asking is that we 
give back a portion of what He gave us.  This is the essence of 
Stewardship.  God should be our first priority in everything.  
All else comes second, especially our money. 

Thought for the Day: “Entrust yourself entirely to God. He 
is a Father and a most loving Father at that, who would rather 
let heaven and earth collapse than abandon anyone who 
trusted in him.” 
               – St. Paul of the Cross 

Deo Gratias:  Today we give thanks to God for all those who 
are volunteering to work in our St. Paul Youth 
Group Pumpkin Patch.  Your efforts are 
marking all the difference in the world to our 
teens.  Thank you and may God bless you!  
Remember, if you are traveling, please bring us 

bulletins from your travels.  We love to hear how God is 
blessing our sister parishes! 

Living Liturgy:  Today’s psalm prompts us to 
“sing to the Lord a new song.”  Where is God 
calling you to newness in your life? 

 

 


